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Willie Lawrence and Jenny Kendrick waiting their 
turn in The Falkirk Lass at the London Branch 
Winter Wednesday Dance, (19 February 2020). 

See also Nayma’s report on p3. 

Catriona Stewart and her sister Eilidh serve tea with a welcoming smile, while The Dream Catcher is enjoyed by those who attended London 
Branch’s 90th Anniversary Tea Dance at London Scottish Regimental HQ, to music from Ian Robertson and his SCD Band, (1 March 2020). 

In This Issue 

AGM Notice and Branch 
Report of Activities 
Come along to the AGM on 19 September and 
also read about what the Branch has been 
doing in the past year (see p3 and p5) 

Lives Remembered 
Valerie Cambridge and Pat Milner (see p14) 

New Season Dance 

Following the Branch AGM 

Saturday 19 September 2020 

Doors open at 5.45pm 

AGM 6.15 - 7.00pm 

Dance 7.00 - 10.30pm 

Lower Hall, St Columba’s Church,  
Pont Street SW1X 0BD 

Ian Muir and the Craigellachie Band 
 

Pelorus Jack ........................... 8x32 J 
Mrs MacLeod ........................... 8x32 R 
Cape Town Wedding .................. 8x32 S 
Miss Allie Anderson ................... 8x32 J 
Cherrybank Gardens .................. 3x32 S 
Trip to Timber Ridge ................. 8x32 R 
The Bees of Maggieknockater ....... 4x32 J 
Asilomar Romantic .................... 8x32 S 
The Black Mountain Reel .............. 5x32R 
 

Kendall’s Hornpipe .................... 8x32 J 
Mrs Milne of Kinneff ............... Sq 4x32 S 
The Music Will Tell You .............. 4x32 R 
The New Rigged Ship ................. 8x48 J  
The Haar on Skye...................... 8x32 S 
John of Bon Accord ................... 8x32 R 
Jean Martin of Aberdeen ............. 3x32 S 
Best Set in the Hall ................... 8x32 J 
Da Rain Dancin’ ....................... 8x32 R 

 

Admission includes light refreshments  
and a glass of wine 

RSCDS members £15, non-members £18, 
full time students (with card) and  

spectators £9. All children (under 16) free 

All tickets to be purchased (cash only)  
on the door. All dances will be recapped 

Crib available at www.rscdslondon.org.uk 

Saturday 31 October 2020 
Allum Manor Hall, 2 Allum Lane, 
Elstree, Hertfordshire WD6 3PJ 

Dancing to Marian Anderson and her SCD Band 
Welcome Reception 6.30pm 

Carriages 11.30pm 

Tickets, including a two course  
buffet supper:  

RSCDS members £40  non-members £45 

 

Further information including Ball programme 
plus application forms available to download 

from www.rscdslondon.org.uk or can be 
obtained by sending an email to 

90anniversary@rscdslondon.org.uk 

Grand Autumn Ball 

Revisit our 90th 
Anniversary Tea Dance 
View photos (and videos) from the event and 
read Cathy’s report (see p6) 

Memories of Alex T Queen 
David Queen tells us about his father’s life in 
Scottish music and dance (see p11) 

The Dance Corner 
Another new dance Ellen Garvie of Clunie and 
Bob Harman gives us his version of the origins 
of The Nut (see p12) 

Music Matters 
Jeremy Hill reviews Ian Robertson’s latest CD 
(see p7) 

Virtual Dancing 
How are you passing the hours away from 
dancing? (see p10) 

http://www.rscdslondon.org.uk
mailto:editor@rscdslondon.org.uk?subject=The%20Reel
https://youtu.be/6Do-Vhwm9KU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LtcJZxHHFn0
http://www.rscdslondon.org.uk
http://www.rscdslondon.org.uk
mailto:90anniversary@rscdslondon.org.uk
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Chairman’s Column by Jim Cook 

The world has changed since this column appeared in the last issue of  
The Reel. Government advice changes and the question of relaxation of 
the current COVID-19 lockdown awaits further clarity. By the time that 
this issue lands on your doormat (or in your inbox), these musings may be 
out of date. So do see the London Branch website, or the Branch 
eUpdates, for the latest news. 

 Looking back to happier days, I thank Margaret Catchick, and all who 
helped, for the very successful 90th Anniversary Tea Dance held in the 

splendid ambience of the London Scottish Regimental HQ on Sunday 1 March.  
I thank Ian Robertson and his SCD Band for providing the music, Simon Wales for acting as MC 
for the whole afternoon and all those that generously provided special entertainment items. 
Soon after this, the curtain came down on our activities. 

For those with dancing withdrawal symptoms, I hope you are enjoying the on-line ‘virtual’ 
activities, from puzzles to dancing related items, which both the Branch and HQ have been 
providing. Thank you to Joanne Lawrence and Meryl Thomson for the ‘behind the scenes’ 
management of the Branch contributions and thank you to all those who have submitted items. 

But what about the future? Alas, everyone has a different crystal ball. Depending on your 
personal situation, for example, your age and state of health, you may be feeling optimistic or 
pessimistic about the timescale for the return to dancing! Our committee membership reflects 
these differences but, on balance, leans towards a degree of optimism. Nevertheless, we have 
reluctantly had to cancel our 90th Anniversary Garden Dance scheduled for Saturday 4 July. It 
will therefore be rescheduled as a 90+1 Anniversary event in 2021. 

If the lockdown persists, a decision will be made on 15 July as to whether our Open Air dances 
in Kensington Gardens on Saturdays 15, 22 and 29 August will take place. Please see the 
website at that time for the latest news. 

However the summer pans out, let us anticipate a semblance of normality by Saturday  
19 September when we anticipate holding both our rescheduled Branch AGM and our Start of 
Season Dance. Let us hope that we can start the new season with a bang! 

Until then, keep safe and (hopefully) see you again soon.  
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A Closer Look at the Contents of this Issue 

Notes from Coates Crescent by Andrew Kellett 

The last few months 
have been the most 
extraordinary period in 
our lives: a lockdown, 
social dancing banned 
and huge uncertainty 

about the future. Like 
other organisations the 

RSCDS has had to adapt to  
a different normality, and I am proud of the 
way Coates Crescent and branches all over 
the world have responded to the crisis. 
Scottish dance and music have been kept 
alive during the emergency by the 
enthusiasm and ingenuity of our members.  
I want to congratulate London Branch for 
staying in touch with dancers through its 
regular electronic newsletters and videos, 
and for maintaining publication of The Reel.  
I am sure the RSCDS social network has 
helped many people through the isolation 
and monotony of recent weeks.  

I hope you are enjoying Dance Scottish At 
Home, the RSCDS weekly newsletter with 
podcasts, on-line classes, articles and games.  
If you are not receiving it regularly you can 

sign up for it on the RSCDS website. You do 
not have to be a member. Dance Scottish At 
Home is for everyone associated with the 
worldwide community of Scottish dancers 
and musicians. 

We are also sustained in these difficult times 
by memories of happier days when we could 
enjoy dancing together. It was a real 
pleasure to have danced at the London 
Branch 90th Anniversary celebration at the 
London Scottish Regimental HQ in early 
March. A fitting venue, super music and 
great atmosphere. Thank you for the 
invitation.  

The RSCDS Management Board and 
Committees have continued to meet, 
virtually of course, to re-think our budget for 
the year following the cancellation of 
Summer School, to plan forthcoming 
publications and to put the finishing touches 
to the new course for Scottish dance 
instructors. What we really want to do, 
though, is to get back to dancing. That day 
will come, but until then . . . 

Stay safe and stay in touch.  

The Reel Editorial Team are looking for an additional team member who is acquainted with 
using a computer and is interested in a backup publishing role (London Branch computer, 
software and training available) - if this is you please contact: editor@rscdslondon.org.uk 

In Reel 309 p16 we offered a complimentary dance ticket for any photograph submitted and 
used on The Reel front page. We are pleased to announce that Peter Kendrick is the first 
recipient of this offer. 

http://www.rscdslondon.org.uk
mailto:info@rscds.org
http://www.rscds.org
mailto:chairman@rscdslondon.org.uk?subject=RSCDS%20London
mailto:secretary@rscdslondon.org.uk?subject=RSCDS%20London
mailto:treasurer@rscdslondon.org.uk?subject=RSCDS%20London
http://www.rscdslondon.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/RSCDSLondon
https://twitter.com/londonrscds
https://YouTube.com/RSCDSLondonBranch
https://YouTube.com/RSCDSLondonBranch
mailto:editor@rscdslondon.org.uk
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London Branch Matters 

As a member of RSCDS London Branch you can 
enjoy the following benefits: reduced rates at  
London Branch classes, dances and events; four 
issues per year of The Reel; 10% discount on 
items from the RSCDS online shop and two 
issues per year of the RSCDS magazine Scottish 
Country Dancer. Members wishing to pay by 
direct debit may now do so by completing a 
payment mandate either by clicking on the 
appropriate link in the table to the right of this 
text (for electronic Reel readers) or by going to 
www.rscdslondon.org.uk/membership-page 
Membership may also be purchased by Credit/
Debit Card or PayPal or by cheque payable to 
RSCDS London Branch by going to the same 
page. See full details on website. New members should also complete the membership application form on the London Branch website. 
Membership/subscription enquiries and cheque payments should be addressed to the Membership Secretary, Gaynor Curtis, 60 Bishops Wood, 
Woking GU21 3QB, 01483 721989, membership@rscdslondon.org.uk Any reader who receives a paper issue of The Reel may send their email 
address to Gaynor Curtis and receive an electronic copy too at no extra charge. Those receiving an electronic copy are asked not to pass this 
on, unless it is to someone they feel might like to help support the Branch by becoming a member or subscribing. 

Membership  
category  
 
 

Junior 
12-17 
years 

Young 
Adult 
18-24 
years 

Adult 
25 years + 

2nd 
Branch  

The Reel only 
(subscription) 

Adult  
Joint (2) 

25 years + 

Electronic (eReel) £14 £20 £24 £4 £4 £40 

The Reel by post (UK) £16 £22 £26 £6 £6  £44 

The Reel by post 
(Europe) 

£22 £28 £32 £12 £12 £56 

The Reel by post  
(Rest of the World) 

£25 £31 £35 £15 £15 £62 

The current rates for RSCDS membership through the London Branch are as follows: 

Membership and The Reel Subscription 

Saturday, 17 October 2020 

St Helen’s School, Eastbury Road, 
Northwood, Middlesex HA6 3AS 

Teachers (in alphabetical order): 
 Fiona Mackie 
 David Queen 
 Mervyn Short 
 Alice Stainer 

Musicians (in alphabetical order): 
 Adam Brady 
 Jeremy Hill 
 Barbara Manning 
 Judith Muir 

Musicians’ Workshop led by:  
 Ian Muir (Craigellachie) 

Evening Dance with Ceilidh items:  
Ian Muir and the Day School Musicians  

Classes to suit everyone. DON’T MISS IT!! 

Full details in the next Reel 

Day School Advance Notice 

Following the decision to cancel the end of 
season dance, due to COVID-19, the RSCDS 
London Branch AGM will now take place on  
19 September 2020 in the Lower Hall,  
St Columba’s Church, Pont Street SW1X 0BD 
from 6.15 – 7.00pm, followed by the New 
Season Evening Dance.  

All members and friends of London Branch 
are invited to attend both the AGM and the 
New Season Dance, although only members 
may vote at the AGM.  

Please join us for this short (45 minutes) 
meeting, learn about what London Branch 
has been doing and be part of its plans for 
the future. 

Share your thoughts and ideas: the Branch 
committee welcomes your thoughts on the 
running of the Branch, throughout the year as 
well as during the AGM discussions. Please 
email secretary@rscdslondon.org.uk  

Following the call for nominations which 
closed on 21 March 2020, the RSCDS London 
Branch management committee welcomes 
new member, Margaret Moore. Jim Cook and 
Simon Wales will continue in their roles of 
Branch Chairman and Treasurer respectively.  
Mel Rowland will take on the role of Branch 
Secretary, replacing Joanne Lawrence who 
steps into the vacant Vice Chairman role.  
Margaret Shaw, Elaine Davies, George Potts, 
Jenny Kendrick and Thelma-Jane Robb have 
all agreed to continue in their current 
committee roles. 

Chairman: Jim Cook (2019) 

Vice Chairman: Joanne Lawrence (2017) 

Hon. Secretary:   Mel Rowland (2019) 

Hon. Treasurer:  Simon Wales (2003) 

Committee: Margaret Shaw (2007) 
 Elaine Davies (2009)
 George Potts (2009)
 Thelma-Jane Robb (2011)
 Jenny Kendrick (2015)
 Margaret Moore (2020) 

RSCDS London Branch 
Annual General Meeting  

19 September 2020  
from 6.15pm 

The Reel should be seen as an interactive platform for the dance community to exchange views and opinions as well as information.  
The Editorial Team welcome any suggestions and contributions of photos and articles including reports of SCD events, especially  

London Branch and other RSCDS events, from members and readers alike. If you have something to say, tell us so we can share it. 

 

Winter Wednesday Dance Report by Nayma Genin 

The Reel extends a 
welcome to new dancer 
Nayma Genin. Share 
Nayma’s enthusiasm as 
she tells of her 
experience at the last 
London Branch Winter 

Wednesday Dance... 

What a wonderful evening! 

Taking part in the Winter Wednesday brought 
a moment of pure pleasure. I was warmly 
welcomed and could feel the friendly 
atmosphere as soon as I entered the hall. All 
I had to do was to put on my ghillies, join a 
set with Alan, my first dancing partner, and 
away we went! 

I discovered Scottish country dancing at a 
Cecil Sharp House ceilidh and I was carried 
away by the joy of the dancing. I looked for a 
group that offered tuition and, last summer, 
discovered the Gay Gordons. Richard, their 
leader, and Roy immediately put me at ease 
with the support of the other dancers. I so 
loved the dancing and made sure that I 
attended every week. 

But I went further and also took part in the 
London Branch’s Kensington Gardens Open 
Air Dancing afternoons last summer. Then,  
I danced at a Burns’ Night organised by the 
Chiswick SCD Club as well as the Branch’s 
Burns’ Ceilidh Dance at St Columba’s Church. 

Returning to the Winter Wednesday, the 
dance was full of ‘joie de vivre’. Sandra 
Smith, pianist, and Barbara Manning, fiddler, 
formed a formidable duo. The atmosphere 
was simultaneously dynamic, festive and 
rustic. 

The pace of some dances is not easy to 
follow for a beginner, such as myself.  
I especially think here of Napier’s Index. Yet, 
as if by magic, someone always turns up from 
behind and guides one discreetly. The other 
dancers also encourage one another. I find  
a great atmosphere of mutual help and 
complicity. Steve, my dancing partner on 
that occasion, was pleasantly proud of my 
managing to complete the dance! 

The dances always start and end with 
elegant bows and curtsies. Satisfaction is 
visible on people’s faces and, in my case,  

a certain pride for dancing so marvellously 
well! 

I had a partner for every dance and found 
that age differences work very well in 
Scottish dancing; older dancers offer their 
experience, younger ones their trust and the 
youngest ones their fresh approach. 

Such interactions are very enriching and 
interesting and give a unique flavour to the 
dancing! 

I offer my thanks to everyone involved. 

Ed. See photos on front page and centrefold. 

The diary on the Branch website is 
regularly updated. For a hard copy please 
send a SAE to Caroline Hamilton. All 
societies in the South East may submit 
their functions free for inclusion in the 
diary. 

Email diary@rscdslondon.org.uk or by post 
to Caroline Hamilton, 31 Boundary Road, 
Pinner, Middlesex HA5 1PW 

South East Dance Diary 

http://www.rscdslondon.org.uk/membership-page
http://www.rscdslondon.org.uk
mailto:membership@rscdslondon.org.uk?subject=RSCDS%20London%20Branch%20Membership
https://pay.gocardless.com/AL00020ZBANV75
https://pay.gocardless.com/AL00020ZAP5996
https://pay.gocardless.com/AL0001MZ1TWFE0
https://pay.gocardless.com/AL00020ZCCHCE5
https://pay.gocardless.com/AL00020ZCCHCE5
https://pay.gocardless.com/AL00020ZA5GH54
https://pay.gocardless.com/AL00020ZBDDWTC
https://pay.gocardless.com/AL00020ZAQHYMV
https://pay.gocardless.com/AL00020Z9WSBVC
https://pay.gocardless.com/AL00020ZCD4SP8
https://pay.gocardless.com/AL00020ZCD4SP8
https://pay.gocardless.com/AL00020ZA93CSW
https://pay.gocardless.com/AL00020ZBFA8X7
https://pay.gocardless.com/AL00020ZAVTY0H
https://pay.gocardless.com/AL00020Z9ZXVXD
https://pay.gocardless.com/AL00020ZCFNB8R
https://pay.gocardless.com/AL00020ZCFNB8R
https://pay.gocardless.com/AL00020ZAHY4T0
https://pay.gocardless.com/AL00020ZBHWMR2
https://pay.gocardless.com/AL00020ZB3K33P
https://pay.gocardless.com/AL00020ZA0FGDQ
https://pay.gocardless.com/AL00020ZCKMN1P
https://pay.gocardless.com/AL00020ZCKMN1P
https://pay.gocardless.com/AL00020ZANGN5V
mailto:secretary@rscdslondon.org.uk
mailto:diary@rscdslondon.org.uk?subject=South%20East%20Dance%20Diary
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London Branch Dances and Classes 

Our Dances in 2020 

19 September New Season Dance 
 Ian Muir and the 
 Craigellachie Band 

28 October Autumn Wednesday Dance 

31 October   Grand Autumn Ball to  
  Marian Anderson and her 
 SCD Band at Allum Manor 
 Hall, 2 Allum Lane, Elstree 
 WD6 3PJ 

19 December Christmas Dance to  
 Robert Whitehead and 
 The Danelaw Band 

The following additional dance dates are 
planned for 2020. Events take place at 

St Columba’s Church,  
Pont Street, London SW1X 0BD 
unless otherwise stated. For 
details of all our events please 
visit www.rscdslondon.org.uk 

The Branch plans to run informal open air 
dancing during the summer in Kensington 
Gardens (by the bandstand near the Round 
Pond) on Saturdays 15, 22 and 29 August 2020 
from 2.00 - 4.00pm. 

An MC will guide everyone through a 
programme of Scottish country and ceilidh 
dances. Everyone with or without experience 
of Scottish dancing is very welcome. Bring 
your family and friends, or just bring yourself 
(and a picnic if you wish) and enjoy dancing 
to some wonderful music. Admission is free. 

Please put the dates in your diary and do 
come along - we look forward to seeing you 
there! 

If the weather is bad, we may have to cancel 
the dancing. Please check our website 
www.rscdslondon.org.uk or Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/RSCDS 

Park Walk, London SW10 0AY 

Next Season 

Full details of next season’s Wednesday 
classes at Park Walk and other venues are 
planned to appear in Reel 313. 

Park Walk Autumn Term 2020 

Beginners and Improvers; Technique 

Wednesdays 23 September – 2 December 2020 
(half term 28 October), 7.00 – 9.00pm 

Classes’ Christmas Party - 9 December 2020 

Class fees: £7 per night for RSCDS members, 
£9 per night for non-members. 

Contact: Jenny - classes@rscdslondon.org.uk 

Richmond 

Richmond Library Annexe, Quadrant Road, 
Richmond TW9 1DH  

 

Next Season 

Wednesdays 7.30 - 9.30pm during term time  

Beginners and Improvers 

with teacher Judith Jones 

Wednesdays 23 September – 2 December 2020 
(half term 28 October) 

Class fee: £6 per class to recorded music 

 

Contact: Jenny - classes@rscdslondon.org.uk 

Park Walk Primary School 

Families in London  
Dance Scottish 

The Family Scottish Dancing Class plans to 
continue from September at:  

Fresh Ground Church of the Nazarene,  
68 Battersea Rise,  
London SW11 1EQ  

 

For more  
information see  
the Branch website  
or please follow our  
Families in London Dance Scottish  
Facebook page. 

LB90 - New Scottish Dance Devising Competition update - Since Reel 311 p6 update 
the dance devising competition has moved on with its timetable but was then 
brought to an abrupt halt due to effects of the current pandemic which has 

prevented physical trialing from taking place. The story so far though is that a significant 
number of entries were received by 1 March 2020. London Branch received dances from  
23 different entrants, some submitting two dances as they were entitled to do. Most dances 
arrived during January and February. These were jigs, reels and strathspeys in roughly 
equal measure some with their own tunes and most with a recommended tune. Before the 
dances were forwarded to the three independent judges two weeks were set aside to 
evaluate the dances and ensure they had clear descriptions, that they worked and were 
presented in a consistent way - during this period some entrants were given the opportunity 
to review the wording of their dances, most took advantage of this. By the beginning of May 
the three outstanding dances for final trialing were decided upon and valuable judge 
feedback received. The competition is now on hold until we can all get back dancing once 
again and arrangements become clearer - further details, as they emerge, will be added to 
the London Branch website. London Branch Committee wish to thank all those members 
past and present that took the time and trouble to take part in what has been a most 
successful and inspired competition. 

With the ever-changing situation regarding events being postponed or cancelled due to the 
coronavirus, the status of London Branch events, including dances and classes, might 
change from those stated in The Reel. We therefore ask readers to check the Branch 

website www.rscdslondon.org.uk and the Branch’s eUpdates for up to date information on 
all Branch classes and dances. In particular, a decision on Kensington Dances in August will 

be made and advertised on the website one month in advance. 

COVID-19 Forecast 

Open Air Dancing  
in Kensington Gardens 

Kensington Gardens, (August 2019) 

SCD Will Come Again 

The world was such a lovely place 
Just five short weeks ago 
There was no talk of test and trace 
We were free to come and go 
With Scottish dancing all around 
We danced and danced to the wonderful sound 
Of the pipes and drums that made up the band 
That kept us on our toes. 
 
The bands have all gone silent now 
The pipes no longer skirl 
No more eves in pleasure spent 
Our feet no longer skip or whirl 
No longer do we study hard 
Or rush to fill our dancing card 
Instead of ‘may I have the pleasure?’ 
We have a life of endless leisure 
We little knew when we danced hand in hand 
How much of this would soon be banned. 
 
Thank goodness for the World Wide Web 
And all the skills it’s taught us 
With Skype and Zoom I can dance in my room 
And stay in touch with my daughters 
While the Wednesday class and a Facebook tune  
Do their best to entertain us 
I am sure like me, 
What you want to see 
Is live dancing coming back soon. 
 
So our eyes and hopes are on a chart 
To seek, for any signs of peak 
So ‘un-lockdown’ may free our heart 
Again to dance week after week. 

1 May 2020   

By Bruce McLaren with some help  
from his daughter Fiona  
(see their photo on p13 Reel 309) 

http://www.rscdslondon.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/RSCDS
mailto:classes@rscdslondon.org.uk
https://www.google.co.uk/maps/place/Richmond+Library+Annexe/@51.4623333,-0.3056186,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x48760c37893c3c87:0x98439b61d9be57cc!8m2!3d51.4623333!4d-0.3034299
https://www.google.co.uk/maps/place/Richmond+Library+Annexe/@51.4623333,-0.3056186,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x48760c37893c3c87:0x98439b61d9be57cc!8m2!3d51.4623333!4d-0.3034299
https://www.rscdslondon.org.uk/category/branchactivities/branchclasses/basicskillsandimprovers/
mailto:classes@rscdslondon.org.uk
http://www.rscdslondon.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/Families-in-London-Dance-Scottish-464976483877706/
http://www.rscdslondon.org.uk
http://www.rscdslondon.org.uk
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Introduction  
This report prepared by the Committee of 
Management will be presented to the AGM on 
Saturday, 19 September 2020. Members’ 
comments are welcome at the meeting or 
any time (secretary@rscdslondon.org.uk). 

Overview  
Our aims for the year were to encourage 
more people to take part in and enjoy the 
benefits of Scottish country dancing, to build 
on the success of the family class in 
Clapham, launch direct debits as a means of 
paying subscriptions and celebrate the start 
of our 90th Anniversary Year in style with the 
first of our Anniversary events.  

Whilst it is fair to say that we have made 
good progress in all of the above aims, more 
detail below, none of us could have foreseen 
that, just a few weeks after the success of 
the Tea Dance at the London Scottish 
Regimental Headquarters, our first event 
celebrating the Branch’s 90th Anniversary, 
we would have no option but to cancel all 
Branch events until the end of June.  

Our 2019/20 season was welcomed in by 
three, sunshine filled, Open Air Dance 
afternoons in Kensington Gardens, followed 
by a new season dance to the music of 
Strathallan and the resumption of weekly 
classes at Park Walk, Richmond and  
Pont Street venues. The Demonstration Team 
again took part in Dance Around the World at 
Cecil Sharp House, our  occasional Sunday 
morning technique class for Advanced and 
Very Advanced dancers has been well 
supported and the Family Class continues to 
introduce Scottish country dancing to a new 
generation. It has been a joy to welcome the 
families from the class to Branch events. 

Although overall membership has dropped, 
reflecting the ongoing decline in the number 
of life members, the Branch has continued to 
attract new members. Participation in 
Branch classes was growing, indeed we were 
obliged to introduce a waiting list for 
beginners’ classes, and attendance at dances 
increased from the Burns’ Ceilidh Dance, 
through the well-attended and convivial 
Winter Wednesday Dance to the wonderful 
meeting of the London Scottish country 
dance community at the  
90th Anniversary Tea Dance on 1 March. 

And then came COVID-19.  

We are continuing to keep in touch with 
London Branch members through social 
media, eUpdate, our website and The Reel. 
We hope to run at least some of our  
90th Anniversary events later in the year. 
Those we cannot run will be re-scheduled  
for 2021. 

Membership  
Branch membership in March was 319 annual 
members, 95 life members and 70 second 
Branch members. 102 members have opted 
to receive The Reel electronically. We are 
very grateful to Gaynor Curtis, our 
Membership Secretary, for ensuring our 
membership database is kept up-to-date.  

Dances  
Attendance at London Branch dances built in 
momentum from the New Season Dance 
through the Christmas Dance, where we 
welcomed Nicol McLaren and the Glencraig 
Band, to the ever popular Burns’ Ceilidh 
Dance. Our mid-term Wednesday dances, 
tailored to be accessible to inexperienced 

London Branch Matters 

dancers and enjoyable to all, have been well 
supported by dancers from the Gay Gordons,  
St Columba’s Dancers and other London 
groups as well as good representation from 
the Park Walk, Richmond and Pont Street 
classes. The 1 March Tea Dance was a great 
success and we were all looking forward to 
the next Anniversary event our Garden Dance 
on 4 July. At the time of writing this is still 
going ahead but please check the Branch 
website and eUpdates in case this has to 
change. 

The Branch is grateful to all the superb 
musicians who have played for us throughout 
the year, the MCs who have guided us 
through the dances, our hard-working 
catering team and the many other people 
who contribute to the success of our dances.  

Classes  
Classes have been suspended until 
September when we hope to resume at 
Richmond Library Annexe, St Columba’s 
Church Hall in Knightsbridge and at  
Park Walk Primary School in Chelsea. The 
Richmond Class suffered due to building work 
at its previous venue, Oddfellows Hall, but 
was growing in strength and numbers with 
new members and a new home at the 
Richmond Library Annexe.  

The Wednesday Afternoon Mixed Ability Class 
continues as a popular weekly event at  
St Columba’s Church, Pont Street.  

Park Walk classes comprised a Beginners’ 
Class and a Technique Class for Advanced 
and Intermediate dancers. The growing 
popularity of the Beginners’ Class 
necessitated the creation of a waiting list for 
new starters and the Technique Class 
continued to attract good numbers. 

Numbers attending the occasional Sunday 
morning Very Advanced Class and the 
Saturday children’s classes have been steady 
and we will continue to promote these. 

The Day School in October 2019 enjoyed a 
second successful year at St Helen’s School in 
Northwood. Despite the move the event was 
once again very successful with 113 dancers 
and 16 musicians enjoying excellent teaching 
and music. We are grateful to organiser 
Margaret Catchick, the teachers, musicians 
and the many members of the Committee 
and friends who contributed to the success of 
the day.  

Our classes represent the future of the 
Branch, introducing new generations to the 
joys of Scottish country dance. We thank all 
the dedicated teachers and musicians who 
have taught and played for our classes during 
the course of the year and also the 
Committee and non-Committee members 
who administer the classes every week. 

Publicity  
The Reel, our principal means of 
communicating with members and the wider 
Scottish country dance community, is run by 
an Editorial Team comprising Edward 
Bunting, Meryl and Ian Thomson and Stephen 
Webb. The Reel is an excellent publication of 
which our members can feel proud. The 
Branch would like to thank all members of 
the Editorial Team for their hard work in 
ensuring The Reel remains such an 
interesting and informative publication.  

In addition to The Reel, members and  
non-members of the Branch have been kept 
informed throughout the year of our 

activities via the website, social media and 
our eUpdates. We are extremely grateful to 
Meryl Thomson who continues to keep the 
Branch website up-to-date with information 
about our events and those of other clubs 
and societies in London and the South East, 
Joanne Lawrence for the eUpdates and 
Thelma-Jane Robb for her work on designing 
our flyers. Thank you also to everyone both 
on and off the Committee who work on 
publicising our events.  

Our annual Kensington Garden dances 
provide an opportunity to showcase Scottish 
dancing to the public and to encourage them 
to try out our classes. The sun shone on our 
three 2019 summer afternoons and we 
enjoyed good participation from Kensington 
Gardens visitors. 

We thank all the dancers who supported 
these afternoons of dancing and the 
musicians, MCs and Demonstration Team who 
made the afternoons a great success. 

Demonstration Group  
The Demonstration Group continues to meet 
on a monthly basis, taught by Mervyn Short. 
Its main activity of the season was the Dance 
Around the World at Cecil Sharp House.  

Family Activities  
The family class, held at Fresh Ground 
Church of the Nazarene Hall at Clapham 
Junction, has attracted a number of families 
to its regular classes. We have enjoyed 
seeing the children, and their parents, grow 
in confidence in their dancing and adding to 
the atmosphere of our first 90th Anniversary 
event where the very young danced happily 
with the older generations. We are grateful 
to all the teachers who have supported this 
class.  

Bookstall  
Following the retirement of previous 
bookstall manager, Daniel Capron, the 
decision was taken to close the bookstall and 
promote instead the RSCDS online shop. We 
are grateful to Daniel for running the 
bookstall in recent years. 

RSCDS Headquarters 
London Branch was well represented at the 
2019 AGM and Autumn Gathering in Perth 
where Andrew Kellett, past Branch 
Chairman, entered his second year as 
Chairman of the Society.  

Volunteers  
It is not only the members of the Committee 
to whom the Branch owes a debt of gratitude 
to but to all volunteers who give their time 
and energy to help us achieve our aims. On 
behalf of the Branch a sincere thank you to 
all of you who have assisted us with our 
activities during the year. Without your 
dedication and commitment we could not 
continue to prosper. We would also like to 
thank those in the office at St Columba’s 
Church, and especially the caretaking staff, 
for looking after our every need.  

Priorities for 2020-2021  
a) Continue to encourage more people to 
 take part in and enjoy the benefits of 
 Scottish country dancing.  

b) Engage with our membership and the 
 wider community to regain momentum 
 after the COVID-19 related disruption to 
 Branch activities.  

c) Celebrate the Branch’s 90th Anniversary 
 Year, rescheduling events where 
 necessary.  

Report on Activities in 2019-2020 

mailto:secretary@rscdslondon.org.uk
http://www.rscdslondon.org.uk
http://www.rscdslondon.org.uk


Page 6  The Reel Issue 312 

Memories of our 90th Anniversary Tea Dance by Cathy Daldy 

The RSCDS London Branch 90th Anniversary celebrations got off to a wonderful start on Sunday 1 March 2020 with an 
afternoon Tea Dance held at the London Scottish Regimental HQ in Victoria. As soon as I heard about this event, I knew  

I wanted to go. The prospect of dancing to a live band in an historic venue together with tea and cakes ticked all the 
boxes for me, and I was so excited when the day came that I was first through the door! 

Passing the welcoming piper at the entrance, Neil Esslemont in full highland dress, I was 
awestruck by the magnificent Regimental Drill Hall where the dance would soon take place. 
With war memorials, Scottish national flags flying, walls lined with Scottish clan badges and 
double museum balconies displaying regimental memorabilia it is a truly amazing space. 

I was delighted to see many familiar faces as dancers thronged the hall, and I could sense the 
happiness and anticipation felt by all as we waited to be called for the first dance. Simon 

Wales was our expert MC and we would be dancing to the wonderful music of 
Ian Robertson on accordion, Rebecca Hare on fiddle and Tom Robertson on 
drums. 

The programme was a well-chosen mix of popular dances, many of which were 
familiar to me but some, such as The Lea Rig, that I had never danced before. 
Simon gave a quick recap for each dance, and despite the large number of 
dancers, managed to keep closely to most of the programme as published.  

A real treat were the five special entertainment items that interspersed the 
dances. These had been carefully selected to provide something for everyone 
to enjoy. First we watched highland dancing of the highest order from the 
talented Esslemont family: piper Neil accompanied his wife Amanda and their 
daughter Katherine dancing Gillie Chalium followed, to great applause, by 
their tiny young daughter Shona dancing pas de basque and high 
cuts. Amanda then danced solo Highland Laddie. The second 
item was an amusing recital by James Fairbairn of the 
humorous poem McAllister dances before the King. More 
highland dancing, excellently executed, came later when 
Elaine Davies danced The Highland Fling followed by Seann 
Triubhas again with Neil Esslemont playing pipes. For the 
fourth item, Ian Robertson gave us a gorgeous rendition of 
his slow air ‘We’ll Hear the Birds Sing Again’, followed by a 
selection of other pieces skilfully accompanied on keyboard 
by Adam Brady: a cameo of the eccentric  
19th century composer, James Scott-Skinner and a fiddle 
medley of a march, Theodore Napier and Gavin J 
Hamilton’s Strathspey both by JS-S and the reels Itchy 
Fingers (trad.) and Brumley Brae by Willie MacPherson. 
The final entertainment slot went to Frances Bright 
singing beautifully the Robert Burns’ song For the 
sake o’ Somebody and the traditional Scottish 
Tobermory Bay. She then gave us all the opportunity 
to sing along with her Loch Lomond and Westering 
Home. 

Just before the interval, the Branch Chairman Jim 
Cook welcomed us, just over 130 attendees in all, of 
which around 30 were special guests including the 
current London Branch Hon. President Rachel Wilton, 
Hon. Vice-Presidents Danielle and Jerry Reinstein, past 
Treasurer Peter Luke and past Reel editor Rita Marlow.  
Many had travelled some distance to attend such as 
past Chairman Andrew Cockett from Harrogate, Anne David from 
Manchester and Andy Nicol from Birmingham (donations in memory 
of his late parents Wilson and Jean partly financed this event).  

At the interval we were to indulge ourselves in the excellent 
afternoon tea – a delicious and plentiful spread of sandwiches 
and home-made cakes with tea in proper cups and saucers, all 
efficiently prepared and served by a sterling team of volunteers 
consisting of Margaret Catchick, Rachel Wilton, Mel Rowland, 
Lorna Kerr, Anna Twinn, Eilidh and Catriona Stewart. 

Andrew Kellett, Chairman of the RSCDS gave an address and cut the special birthday cake made 
by Pauline Cashmore from Croydon to celebrate 90 years of the London Branch, and a letter of 

congratulation from our patron, HM The Queen was read 
out. 

When this wonderful afternoon 
came to an end after the last 
dance and I was on my way 
home, I knew that this had been 
a Scottish dancing experience 
that I would treasure for a very 
long time. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lkav1m6WKfg&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pKnGYCqzZcw
https://youtu.be/8O00TLAkOfk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pp97qJrCfdQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3VqjWAYJ-d8
https://youtu.be/1iinVZPenss
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Music Matters 

Bands 

THE FRANK REID SCOTTISH DANCE BAND 

Broadcasting band for Scottish country 
dances, Reeling, Ceilidhs and Weddings. Any 
size of band from one to seven with PA to 
match from 100 to 2000 watts. Particularly 
interested in any ideas for expansion of 
ceilidh market. The Granary, Park Lane, 
Finchampstead, Wokingham RG40 4QL. Tel/
Fax: 0118 932 8983 or reel@frankreid.com 

 

CALEDONIAN REELERS 

Well established three-piece SCD band, 
consisting of accordionist, fiddler and 
drummer. Caller/piper can also be supplied. 
Available for RSCDS dances, ceilidhs, 
weddings, reeling. Anywhere, anytime for 
your function. Please contact Derek Chappell 
01206 764232 / Mary Felgate 07866 757401 
or further information, or 
derek_chappell@aol.co.uk 
 

 

IAN ROBERTSON AND HIS SCOTTISH 
COUNTRY DANCE BAND 

Solo, duo or trio available for Scottish 
country dances, classes, weddings, ceilidhs 
and reeling events.  
Contact Ian Robertson on 01296 630682 or 
ibrobertson@btinternet.com 

Scottish

Band

DanceCountry
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Contact: Mike McGuinness Tel: 020 8398 6799
or Tel/Fax: 020 8546 0075 (business hours)

 

CD Review by Jeremy Hill               

Photo captions for p6 (clockwise 
from top right) 
 
1. Neil Esslemont on pipes greets 

guests. 
2. Stephen Webb with  

Andrew Cockett. 
3. Ian Robertson accompanied by 

Adam Brady. 
4. 90th Anniversary cake by 

Pauline Cashmore. 
5. Guests dancing  

General Stuart’s Reel. 
6. The badge of The London 

Scottish Regiment. 
7. Julie Krautz with Shaping 

Niu from Surbiton. 
8. RSCDS Chairman  

Andrew Kellett with the 
letter of congratulation from 
our patron, HM The Queen  
in the top right corner. 

9. Margaret Catchick brings  
Anniversary cake to guests 
Caroline Hamilton and 
Danielle Reinstein. 

10. Chairman Jim Cook meets 
and greets Joan Nesbitt with 
Ian Robertson and his Band 
behind. 

 
Photo right - The pipes and 
drums of the Royal Regiment of 
Scotland (formed 2006) play for 
the Sword Dance in the shadow 
of the 1844 Scott Monument in 
Princes Street Gardens, 
Edinburgh, (1 November 2019).  

The Dancing Quote - As we all age and wonder ‘when should I hang up my shoes’ then 
first consider this advice - heard last year on Woman’s Hour (25 May 2019) when  

Dame Jenni Murray was interviewing author Maggy Pigott CBE on her book How to Age 
Joyfully who said, really referring to taking up tango and ballet in retirement (and equally 
applying to SCD):  

“You don’t stop dancing because you get old but, you grow old  
because you stop dancing” 

“ 

” Did You Know? 

The magnificent Honours of Scotland dating 
from 15th and 16th centuries and now on 
public display in the Crown Room at 
Edinburgh Castle comprising the crown, the 
sceptre and the Sword of State and forgotten 
from 1707 until 4 February 1818, when acting 
under a royal warrant, historian and 
romantic novelist, Sir Walter Scott 
rediscovered them in a chest behind a 
bricked-up wall in the castle.  

Born in Edinburgh, Sir Walter Scott whose 
first novel, Waverley aka Fergus MacIvor 
(after which Edinburgh Station was named) 
was written in 1814 and set during the 
Jacobite Rebellion of 1745. 

In 1811, Scott purchased Cartley Hole, near 
Melrose, a farmhouse nicknamed ‘Clarty 
Hole’, clarty being Scots for dirty or muddy. 
In 1822, Scott rebuilt it into a mansion with 
turrets, battlements and a castle-style 
entrance. Scott was also a collector of all 
things Scottish and vistors to Abbotsford can 
see Rob Roy’s broadsword and dagger 
amongst much else. Scott died at  
Abbotsford in 1832 and next year marks the  
250th Anniversary of his birth. 

Robertson. Other composers include Pipe 
Majors from the Scots Guards and the Gordon 
Highlands (both James Robertson), Shetland 
Robertson composers Margaret and Arthur 
Scott, as well as Ian’s son Tom’s tune for 
Mathilde is a Delight. 

As dedicatees, Robertsons are honoured in 
traditional tunes, as well as by composers 
over many years. The historical contributions 
indicate strong family connections at the 
time of the Gows: Nathaniel’s reel for  
Mr Robertson of Ladykirk appears alongside 
his brother John’s ‘gorgeous, passionate’ 
slow air for Mrs Robertson, one of the disc’s 
highlights. Unusually for the period, she also 
is a composer herself. 

I could go on listing 
Robertson connections, 
but this is more than a 
historical exercise of 
research or a gimmick: 
Ian and Muriel combine 
tunes seamlessly to cross 
centuries in composition, 
with imaginative 
arrangements and playing 
that always brings the 
music to life. There are 
plenty of options for 
dancing, which may be 

useful for groups looking for alternative sets 
of tunes, as well as Slow Airs, medleys and 
waltzes. This is a winning package, 
beautifully presented. 

Robertson: a musical 
heritage – Ian 
Robertson (fiddle) and 
Muriel Johnstone 
(piano). CD available 
for £12 plus P&P  

Dance tracks: Salute to 

Ian Robertson (3x32S), 

Mathilde is a Delight (3x32S), 

Sets of Reels (4x32R, 8x32R, 5x32R and 

8x32R), Sets of Jigs (8x32J, 5x32J and  

Pipe Jigs – 6x32J), Sets of Strathspeys  

(8x32S and 4x32S) 

The composition of Scottish tunes for friends, 
family and patrons has a long history, but 
this must be a first, in 
gathering tunes together 
on a recording based 
entirely around a single 
name: every one of the 60 
tunes has been composed 
over four centuries either 
by or for a Robertson.  

Starting with the 
performers themselves, Ian 
has contributed tunes in all 
tempos, including some 
particularly beautiful Slow 
Airs and Waltzes, and he is 
the recipient of Muriel’s Compliments, the 
original tune for the dance Salute to Ian 
Robertson. Among other Robertson tunes of 
hers is the well-known tune for Iain Stuart 

mailto:reel@frankreid.com
mailto:derek_chappell@aol.co.uk
mailto:ibrobertson@btinternet.com
http://www.scottishdanceshoe.co.uk/
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The Dancing World… 

8. Band line-up at CSCDC Burns’ Night comprising 
Keith Smith (fiddle), Anne Laure Latour (keyboard) 
and Suliac Maheu (double bass), (2 February 2020). 

1. Alan Ross and his Band with Jon Whitehead on drums and Marissa 
Bryce on keyboard at RSCDS Milton Keynes Annual Dance held at 
Longueville Hall, (14 March 2020). 

2. Grace and Jeremy Hill dancing the perfect pas de basque in the 
last dance of the evening, The Montgomeries’ Rant, at the 
Wembley and District Scottish Association Annual Ball to the 
uplifting music of the Craigellachie Band at Allum Hall, Elstree, 
(29 February 2020).  

10. Past Reel editor Rita Marlow with RSCDS Chairman 
Andrew Kellett and Wendy Kellett at the London 
Branch 90th Anniversary Tea Party, (1

9. Cousins, Suliac Maheu and Anne Laure Latour 
from Paris relax in a local Chiswick hostelry after 
their brilliant and energetic playing at CSCDC 
Burns’ Night - see photo 8, (2 February 2020)  

6. RSCDS members (mainly London Branch)  from L: Anne Riley, Garry Robertson, Tom and Betty Arrol, Ian Robertson, Catriona 
Stewart, Angela Young, Andrew Nolan, Rachel Wilton, Mike Aylward, Elaine Davies, Brian Rose, Anna Crawford, Mervyn Short, 
Jane Rose, gathered before the ball at Blair Atholl Castle at the end of the 21st Annual RSCDS Winter School in Pitlochry, 
(21 February 2020).  

5. Matthew Goulden dances with Chiswick’s President, 
octogenarian Kay Senior in the strathspey Up in the Air at 
CSCDC Burns’ Night, (2 February 2020).  
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11. Katherine and Amanda Esslemont dance 
Gillie Chalium accompanied by Neil Esslemont on 
pipes at the London Branch 90th Anniversary Tea 
Party at the former London Scottish Regimental 
Headquarters in Horseferry Road,  
(1 March 2020). 

…in Pictures 
2. Grace and Jeremy Hill dancing the perfect pas de basque in the 

editor Rita Marlow with RSCDS Chairman 
Andrew Kellett and Wendy Kellett at the London 
Branch 90th Anniversary Tea Party, (1 March 2020). 

7. Margaret Catchick, Ian Thomson and Susan Koffler-Sluijter dance down in 
Ladies’ Fancy at the London Branch 90th Anniversary Tea Party, (1 March 2020). 

6. RSCDS members (mainly London Branch)  from L: Anne Riley, Garry Robertson, Tom and Betty Arrol, Ian Robertson, Catriona 
Stewart, Angela Young, Andrew Nolan, Rachel Wilton, Mike Aylward, Elaine Davies, Brian Rose, Anna Crawford, Mervyn Short, 
Jane Rose, gathered before the ball at Blair Atholl Castle at the end of the 21st Annual RSCDS Winter School in Pitlochry,  

4. Dancers circling in The Falkirk Lass to music from Sandra Smith and 
Barbara Manning at London Branch’s Winter Wednesday Dance, 
(19 February 2020). 

3. Looking lovely, dancer friends Joan Desborough, Marian 
Morris, Anna Twinn and Anne Carter at BSRC 68th Highland Ball 
held in Ashlyns Hall, (8 February 2020). 

https://youtu.be/jR5_46_5ptg
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For over 40 years the 
celebrated pianist 
Robert Mackay has been 
a regular contributor to 
day and weekend 
schools in the South of 
England. We don’t know 

- nor does Robert - 
exactly when it all began, 

but we do know that his first 
engagement outside Scotland was at a 
weekend school run by the Argyll Scottish 
Dancing Group in either 1978 or 1979. 
Demand for his services in the region rapidly 
escalated and over the last four decades he 
has travelled south several times annually, 
not only for the Argylls but also for day 
schools such as those run by RSCDS London 
and BHS Border Branches and the Isle of 
Wight Weekend School. 

Having recently entered his ninth decade, 
Robert is gradually cutting back on his 
commitments. He retired from Summer 
School in 2018, and October 2020 will see his 
last appearance at the Argylls’ Weekend 
School (see ad p15) which since 2003 has 
been held at Dillington House in Somerset. As 
it happens, this will also be the last 
Dillington weekend, as in 2021 the event will 
move to a new venue. 

Robert Mackay and the Argylls by Colin Duncan 

The Argylls had their origins in an evening 
class at Argyle Street School in the Kings 
Cross area in the early 1950s. When the class 
moved elsewhere in the 1960s, some of the 
original participants founded the Argyll 
Scottish Dancing Group. The initial focus was 
on weekends away at Holiday Fellowship 
venues, walking during the days and dancing 
informally to recorded music in the evenings, 
and eventually classes were organised to 
prepare for the evening programmes. In the 
late 1970s the weekends moved to 
Easthampstead Park near Bracknell and took 
on the character of formal weekend schools, 
with guest teachers and musicians, classes at 
more than one level and a band for at least 
one of the evening dances. Through the 
1980s the Argylls had two Easthampstead 
weekends every year in May and October, 
and for some of this time London Branch also 
ran an annual February weekend there - all 
three with Robert playing! 

In 1990 the May weekend was replaced by a 
Day School and since then these two annual 
events have been the Argylls’ main activity. 
By 2000, Easthampstead Park had become 
too expensive and the Weekend School 
moved to Maryland College near Woburn for 
a few years before settling at Dillington. Roy 
Goldring’s dance Rachel in Maryland dates 
from that period - written for Rachel Wilton, 

of course - one of a number of 
published dances devised for 
the Argylls. 

An important aspect of the 
Argylls’ philosophy over the 
years has been to try to 
introduce teachers and 
musicians who are not already 
well known in the South. Among 
those who first appeared in the 
region at an Argylls event can 
be counted, not only Robert 
Mackay but also John Drewry 
and Roy Goldring. The annual 
Day School in April provides the 
opportunity for this, and we 
hope some of the younger 
talent who have taught or 
played there in recent years 
will become the ‘big names’ of 
the future. 

Virtual Dancing –  
Myth or Reality?  

Self-isolating, social distancing, shielding 
and lockdown - these maxims together with 
‘stay at home’, ‘wash your hands’ and 
‘flatten the curve’ will be ringing in our 
minds for years to come. Troubling times for 
all of us but for SCD and dancers especially 
so. The essence of our activity is social 
interaction to music, handing and close 
contact dancing in formations such as the 
allemande, poussette, promenade, etc. and 
when we are not dancing, to chat amongst 
each other about the dances, dancing and 
other things. It seems that we have for the 
time being to content ourselves to just the 
chatting and sharing element and that is 
through social media, emails and using the 
phone. It is vital that we dancers do not 
decide that this is now the time to stop 
dancing for good. It could easily happen as 
we are all advised to hunker down and find 
other in-house activities to interest us or 
even become disillusioned. See this as a time 
for renewal. Our busy lives have often, up to 
this point, prevented us from taking stock of 
our dancing abilities. Going week on week to 
dances with no real time to reflect, well we 
all now have that time. 

One could assume that this concept will 
differ from one dancer’s mind to another’s. 
It could be, doing everything that we dancers 
do without actually doing the dancing with 
others in a set. For instance, it could be 
listening to Scottish music (see letters to  
The Reel, p13), and even imagining familiar 
dances whilst listening. One could open the 
pages of The Manual and refresh one’s 
knowledge of steps and formations - do we 
for example really know La Baratte or  
En Rond (Book 35/7 - 1986) or the Tournée or 
the Allemande turn and have we really 
mastered the phrasing of Set and Link? 
Experienced dancers will say ‘I know all 
these’ but do they know Robert Campbell’s 
progression called The Philabeg from his 
1973 collection of dances or Derek Haynes’ 
Divided Knot from his 1996 Carnforth Book, 
or why not devise a dance or spend time 
working out the patterns of dances like John 
Drewry’s Father Connolly’s Jig, John Bowie 
Dixon’s Reel of the Puffins or Tempest in a 
Teacup by Terry Glasspool that you may have 
struggled to understand in the past – these 
are all activities to keep your mind fit.  
Of course, correctly practising the steps, 
adding in some highland steps too - say, work 
on a different step each day for 10-15 
minutes in front of a mirror and be sure to do 
this with the music to achieve the feel of the 
rhythm – this should help keep you physically 
fit. Then, there is also an opportunity to 
check the condition, the stitching, all the 
buttons and straps on the various garments 
we wear and make any repairs on the way. 
See this unprecedented situation as a 
positive and be upbeat about it as these 
current circumstances present this great 
opportunity. The Reel would like to hear if 
you have adopted any of the above or have 
done other ‘virtual’ things and did you find it 
a benefit? Why not write us a letter? 

Robert playing at  
The Argylls’ Weekend 
School, (October 2019). 

Herts and Borders RSCDS Branch - a New Branch  
by Jane Rose, Ian Stewart and Rose Kreloff 

A group of Hertfordshire dancers from 
across the county have come together and 
are excited to announce the formation of a 
new RSCDS branch – the ‘Herts and Borders 
Branch’. We realised that there was a 
significant gap in our county, just north of 
London and that whilst Scottish country 
dancing thrives with a total of 15 clubs who 
meet regularly, three dance schools and a 
U3A class, there is no umbrella organising 
structure helping co-operation, ensuring 
continuity and offering a local branch 
through which to join the Society.  

After wide local consultation, our proposal 
was approved by the RSCDS Management 
Board on 21 March 2020. We were also 
delighted that the National Lottery 25 have 
offered support for our inaugural event. 

We intend that our new branch will not 
hinder existing clubs and will, as far as 
possible, select dates for events to avoid 
clashes with local groups and neighbouring 
branches. We have included in our title  

‘and Borders’ so that dancers in groups 
immediately surrounding Hertfordshire will 
feel included in our plans and 
communications.  

If Government advice allows, Dance Scottish 
in Herts and Borders Dance Festival, our 
Inaugural Event will take place at Greenwood 
Park, Chiswell Green, St Albans on Saturday 
10 October 2020, to Iain MacPhail and his 
Band, with a family friendly afternoon and a 
social dance in the evening. We hope you will 
be able to join us there or indeed join as a 
member of our new RSCDS Herts and Borders 
Branch. 

Stop Press – We warmly invite all Scottish 
dancers to take part in our Anagram 
Competition!  The lucky winner will receive 
two free tickets to our Inaugural Event. For 
full details about the competition and our 
new Branch, please see our website  
www.rscdsherts.org  or email us on 
rscdsherts@gmail.com  

We would love to hear from you. 

Sign up to our  
Branch eUpdate 

During this current period, where our 
classes and dances have been curtailed, 

we are producing a weekly Branch  
eUpdate with links to videos, some word 
puzzles and also dance-connected pieces 
we think you might enjoy. Sign up on the 

front page of our website 
www.rscdslondon.org.uk 

https://my.strathspey.org/dd/dance/5804/
https://my.strathspey.org/dd/dance/4024/
https://my.strathspey.org/dd/dance/1232/
https://my.strathspey.org/dd/dance/2110/
https://my.strathspey.org/dd/dance/8956/
https://my.strathspey.org/dd/dance/14527/
https://my.strathspey.org/dd/dance/14527/
http://www.rscdsherts.org
mailto:rscdsherts@gmail.com
http://www.rscdslondon.org.uk
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My Late Father Alex T Queen by David Queen 

St Andrews Summer 
School ceilidh last year, 
Week 2 saw me MCing it 
and by coincidence on 
that very date it would 
have been my father’s 
100th birthday, this 
prompted me to tell a 
few anecdotes about his 

life. As a result, I was 
asked to write this article 

for The Reel to share some 
memories of my late father Alex T Queen 
with its readers. 

Alexander Taylor Queen was born in Fallin, 
near Stirling on 26 July 1919. He was the 
second of seven children from an army family 
background and his father was decorated for 
gallantry in the field but later died of 
wounds received in action. Alex went to 
Queen Victoria School (QVS) in Dunblane with 
two of his brothers, Bertie and Gordon. He 
was not academic but excelled at sport and 
won the annual school sports prize. Alex was 
highly spirited and was given the cat of nine 
tails in front of the whole school for ‘raiding 
the larder’ on a midnight jaunt! He learned 
to play the bagpipes and dance at school and 
he was in the school pipe band including 
playing at the Scotland rugby internationals 
at Murrayfield. QVS was, and still is, a 
boarding school for the sons of Scottish 
service personnel (girls were admitted in 
1996). In those days, boys entered the army 
straight from the school at the age of 15 into 
‘boy service’ and Alex was drafted into the 
Queen’s Own Cameron Highlanders. Alex 
enjoyed army life as a boy soldier and he 
used to collect the bread for the regiment 
every morning from the local bakery 
alongside several other boys. This involved a 
cycle ride wearing the kilt, down a hill past a 
bus stop where they would be wolf whistled 
by the local female workers waiting for their 
bus! 

Alex continued his piping and dancing in the 
army and in 1935 danced for the Duchess of 
York (later Queen Elizabeth The Queen 
Mother). He also won the national army 
boxing championship at lightweight at 
Catterick in 1936. Alex went to France in 
September 1939 as part of the British 
Expeditionary Force. He was in the 
regimental pipe band and he had several 
close encounters dodging sniper fire while on 
despatches! His unit was captured in Belgium 
in May 1940 en route to Dunkirk. After he 
was captured, the truck carrying the pipe 
band instruments was hit by a shell and 

caught fire on the beach at Dunkirk. Nearby 
soldiers pulled the load off the truck and, by 
complete coincidence, one of the soldiers 
was a friend of Alex’s brother Bertie, also in 
the Queen’s Own Cameron Highlanders, he 
spotted Alex’s name on a box of bagpipes 
and took it to his brother. Bertie brought the 
pipes home with him and they were waiting 
for Alex when he got back to Scotland  
in 1945. 

As a prisoner of war for five years he spent 
most of it in Stalag VIIIB in Lamsdorf in 
modern day Poland. One of the first things 
he did in the camp was to ‘swap’ his kilt for 
a pair of trousers and five Woodbines! He 
managed to obtain a set of bagpipes courtesy 
of the Red Cross and played in a pipe band in 
the prison camp. He was subjected to the 
‘long march’ which started in January 1945 
when the Germans marched around 30,000 
POWs across Poland and Bohemia into 
Germany to prevent their liberation by the 
Russians. He was liberated by the Americans 
on 24 April 1945. During his time as a POW 
my father kept a diary, against the rules, and 
his diary is now in the Imperial War Museum 
in London.  

When the war ended in 1945, my father was 
sent to a hospital in Southport in NW England 
and eventually settled there. He was a 
Founder Member of RSCDS Southport Branch 
In 1947 and also other local Scottish dancing 
groups, he also had close associations with 
RSCDS groups in Manchester and Liverpool. 
He went on several international trips with 
RSCDS Manchester in the 1950s run by 
Queenie and Billy Gibb, it was during that 
time that he built up what was to be a  
long-term friendship with Ian and Heulwen 
Hall, and he played the pipes for their 
wedding. Alex was also good friends with 
Derek Haynes, Roy Clowes and Bob Donald 
(see Reel 308 p12), all well-known teachers 
and dance devisers from the North-West. 
Alex continued to play the pipes and played 
for the Clan MacLeod Pipe Band based in 
Liverpool. The founder and pipe major of the 
pipe band was called Angus MacLeod and my 
father succeeded him as P/M of the band in 
1955. The band played regularly at local 
events and competed at Highland Games 
nationwide. A highlight during the 1950s, was 
representing Liverpool on TV for the ‘Top 
Town’ competition.  

Angus MacLeod was formerly the pipe major 
of the Black Watch Regimental Pipe Band 
during the war. In 1969 my father wrote the 
reel Angus MacLeod and the patterns of the 
dance are based on the cap badge of the 
Black Watch (see above). My father’s friend, 
the Scottish dance band leader Andrew 
Rankine, was asked to compose the original 
tune for the dance which he based on the 
regimental march Wha Saw the 42nd. The 
Black Watch is the 42nd Royal Highland 
Regiment.  

Alex passed the Society Teacher’s 
Certificate in the 1950s in Liverpool, 
examined by Miss Milligan. During the exam 
she constantly interrupted him, and he left 
the room feeling very disconsolate and 
convinced that he had failed. Roy Clowes  
(of Postie’s Jig and Shiftin’ Bobbins fame) 
commented afterwards that as soon as he 
had left the room Miss Milligan stated, “Oh, 
I did enjoy that lesson!”. My father taught 
regularly in the local area, including night 
school classes run by the local council, which 
is where he met my mother Mary, who 
attended his beginners’ class. Mary was a 
piano teacher and once married, it did not 
take long before she started playing for his 
classes. Alex formed his own dance group in 

the late 1950s, the Victoria Scottish Dancers 
named after the church hall where they met. 
The class was originally a highland class, but 
over the years graduated into a Scottish 
country class. This gave my father the 
freedom to invite the top bands of the era to 
Southport for the annual dance held, in those 
days, at the Floral Hall, Southport. Bands like 
Jimmy Shand, Andrew Rankine, Ian Powrie, 
Jim Johnston, Jim MacLeod, Iain MacPhail 
and Robert Whitehead to name just a few. 
Robert Whitehead wrote in his recent article 
in The Reel 309 p7, about the double booking 
that launched him onto the Scottish dance 
scene. That double booking was at Southport 
for my father and I vividly remember his 
reaction after the phone call from Andrew 
Rankine the morning of the dance telling him 
that he had double booked but was sending a 
‘promising young band’ from the North East 
of England. After that night, Robert and The 
Danelaw Band continued to play every year 
for the Victoria Dancers Ball and the rest, as 
they say, is history… 

My parents were famous locally for their 
parties which they always held after the 
annual March dance. The band usually stayed 
the night and were ‘persuaded’ to play a few 
tunes. We regularly had well over 50 in the 
house and I was allowed to stay up as a 
treat! My father was a party animal and liked 
a drink so it was not long before he would be 
asking, “is it time for my song yet?”, this was 
a ritual and eventually, he was allowed to 
sing his song An Irishman, a Scotsman and a 
Hebrew. On one famous occasion our dog 
Max sat beside him, lifted his head and 
howled, he was that good! 

Although Alex is known for the dance Angus 
MacLeod, he devised other dances, mostly 
demonstration dances written for his group 
the Victoria Scottish Dancers to perform at 
the annual Scottish  
Dance Festival held 
by RSCDS Southport 
Branch. One of these 
dances The 
Thingummy Jig 
renamed as  
Three Feathers was 
published by the 
Clan MacLeod 
Dancers of 
California in their 
second book If the Ghillie 
Fits. The author Anne Skipper built up a 
relationship with my parents in the 1980s 
resulting in the publishing of Angus MacLeod 
in their first book The Dances of an Island 
Clan. I was fortunate to stay at the house of 
John and Joanie MacLeod, active members of 
the Clan MacLeod, on recent teaching visits 
to Washington DC and enjoyed discussing the 
books whilst reminiscing about departed 
friends. 

My father was a larger than life character 
and was well-known in our area, particularly 
for playing his pipes up and down the street 
at Hogmanay. I also have a very vivid 
memory of him piping the family car over 
Metal Bridge into Scotland with my mum 
driving and an ever-growing queue of 
frustrated motorists behind us. Alex passed 
away in 1995 and we all still miss him 
greatly, (see tribute from the Southport 
Branch in RSCDS Bulletin No.73 p91). 

Ed. The motto Nemo me impune lacessit 
means ‘No-one harasses me with impunity’ 
where me originally referred to the thistle 
(see Reel 255 p1) but now refers to the 
Scottish regiments that have adopted it.  

Meet David at our Day School in October. 
Alex Queen playing the pipes at a Southport 

garden fête in the late 1960s 

https://my.strathspey.org/dd/dance/7973/
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The Dance Corner - A New Dance 
Ellen Garvie of Clunie 32 bar reel for four couples in a four-couple longwise set 

se by Stephen Webb, February 2020 
Devised by Stephen Webb, February 2020 
Recommended tune: Cluny Rock by James Stewart Robertson.  
Suitable Recorded Music: Barry & Doreen’s Continental Capers on The Sunday Class Dance Book 1 CD by Marian Anderson & her SCD Band. 
Born in Clunie, north of Perth in 1920 Dr Ellen Garvie, with her father James Garvie, were leading lights in the formation and early years of 
RSCDS London Branch and later both were made Hon. Presidents, the first eight bars depict the centenary of her birth. 

The next Dance Corner (Reel 313) will feature a new dance from Iain Boyd. 

Bars Description 

 

1-4 

5-8 
 

9-12 
 

13-16 

17-24 

25-32 
 

 

 

Two chords – 1st and 3rd couples cross over 

1st couple set and cross over giving right hands whilst, 2nd, 3rd and 4th couples dance six hands round halfway. 

1st couple join up with 4th, 3rd and 2nd couples to complete the circle by dancing eight hands round halfway and end facing down 
and up at the ends, on the sides, (end 2/3x/4/1x). 

With 2nd couple facing 3rd couple and 4th couple facing 1st couple all set and link for two couples, across the set, with the men 
casting and, on the sides, end facing down and up at the ends, (end 2x/3/4x/1). 

All turn right hands on the side finishing facing as begun. 

All dance a reel of four on the sides passing right shoulder to begin.   

1st man dances out and up behind man’s side as 1st woman dances up the middle under the arches formed by 4th, 3rd and 2nd 
couples. At the top, 1st woman casts off behind woman’s side as 1st man dances down the middle under the arches continuing to 
be formed by 4th, 3rd and 2nd couples, (end 2x/3/4x/1). 

Repeat with a new couple. Readers are invited to try this new dance and write in to The Reel Editorial Team with their comments. 

The Nut - A Cracking Response from Bob Harman  

In reply to her excellent 
article Old Dances for 
New: The Nut, in Reel 
Issue 311, Meryl 
Thomson asks for help 
to “solve the mystery of 

its origins”. This is my 
version:- 

A good number of years ago 
(I cannot now remember quite when but let 
us say it was about nineteencanteen) I was 
tasked to prepare a programme and take a 
morning session of dancing at The Cairngorm 
Dancers annual Hogmanay Holiday. As a 
complete novice I had to begin with 
something simple so turned immediately to 
my copy of  Book 1 (price net 3/6) and chose 
Dance No 4 The Nut. 

I was unable to find out locally anything 
about the origins of this dance so decided to 
make a visit to 12, Coates Crescent, EH3 7AF 
for a look in the archive there. Headquarters 
Staff were most polite and helpful but must 
have been wondering who is this nutcase 
from the London Branch. 
 

My research revealed the following:-  

The Nut was written to celebrate the first 
consignment of coconuts to be landed in 
Scotland at Leith Docks, in fact, on the 
morning tide of Palm Sunday 1827. The 
records show that the cargo was consigned to 
the Edinburgh City Fathers who ordered it 
from a plantation in French Equatorial 
Africa, owned by a retired French Foreign 
Legion Officer by the name of Kernel Almond 
Pecan. It was shipped to Scotland in 
the three-masted barquentine Brazil. The 
records also show she was commanded by 
Captain James Hazel who by all accounts was 
a bit of an oily character. 

To mark the arrival of this exotic cargo a 
glittering ball was held in the City Assembly 
Rooms with all the Edinburgh Highheidyins in 
attendance. The first dance would be  
The Nut, suitably modified for the occasion 
ie in each four couple set the first and third 
man would begin by holding a coconut to be 
swapped from hand to hand as necessary. 
This worked pretty well for bars 1-16 but not 
for the poussette bars 17-24. when partners 
join both hands. To overcome this the 
instructions on the programme were: 

Ye Pouſſette ſhall be danſed in ye Cloſe 
ballroom or (Gruppet Hold). 

At the comencement of ye pouſſette the 
lady ſhall place ye coconut upon her 
decolletage, whereupon ye gentleman 
ſhall advance to ye Gruppet Hold enſuring 
ye coconut remaineth fixeth betwixt his 
cheſt and the bosom of his lady, 
throughout ye figure. 

A report of the Ball in the following day’s 
Scotsman quoted the Minister of Greyfriars 
Kirk “I did greatly enjoy dancing The Nut 
with the Hon. Voluptua Mc?????? but pray no 
member of my Kirk Session will read this 
report”. 

At Hogmanay all those years ago I was unable 
to buy enough coconuts to go round meaning 
the unlucky or perhaps lucky men had to 
make do with the next best thing - a Bounty 
Bar! 

Dance diagram courtesy of Keith Rose 

http://www.bobbymunrodanceshoes.com/
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“In My Opinion” by Deb Lees 

Some time ago I attended a SCD workshop 
and bumped into someone who had recently 
been in one of my classes. “Why are you 
here” she asked, “surely you don’t need to 
go to a class?” 

I definitely think I do! But I know plenty of 
experienced dancers who rarely or never 
attend any sort of class or workshop, and just 
go to social dances.  So, why do I like going 
to a class? In my opinion the value of 
attending classes for experienced dancers 
is that it is an opportunity to dance to their 
best ability and practice their own technique 
and footwork, and also for me knowing that a 
critical eye is watching. We can all get 
complacent or lazy and bad habits will creep 
in. Newer dancers look to the more 
experienced people for a role model and 
copy what they see, social as well as 
technical elements. Attending a class with 
the mindset that one can always improve will 
trickle down and encourage others to keep 
going and develop beyond the basic skill 
level.  

Dances taught at a class are often not found 
on social dance programmes and can present 
even the most experienced dancer with a 
challenge. I might learn a new dance or get 
reminded of one from the past. And if the 

Ed. Following on from the series of global articles in the past four issues on Teacher’s Associations The Reel would be most 
interested in publishing letters on the value or otherwise on Continuing Development for teachers, please write in. 

Deb began Scottish 
country dancing at 
Newcastle University as 
an 18 year old student; 
she says, “one class and 
I was hooked, going to 
my first dance four days 

later!” She started SCD 
teaching at the University 

class, obtaining her full certificate in 1987, 
and living in Newcastle, Deb currently 
teaches the advanced/demonstration class 
there and is also a long-time member of 
Dunedin Dancers in Edinburgh often dancing 
with them at home and abroad. Deb has 
taught at a variety of day and weekend 
schools in both the UK and continental 
Europe and also at Summer School in  
St Andrews. More recently, she has become 
involved in playing for dancing as a member 
of the Braes of Wansbeck Band. In her life 
dancing and music seem to play a part in 
most weekends frequently travelling across 
North England and Scotland with her husband 
Roger when they manage to squeeze in time 
for walking and skiing and for catching up 
with family - currently spread across the UK 
and Denmark! 

(Meet Deb at RSCDS Cheltenham Day School 
see ad p15) 

dances are all familiar to me? Not a problem, 
it leaves more brain space to focus on the 
music and the musician. There is only so 
much that one can pay attention to at a 
time, and when a dance is new or complex 
then one is less able to appreciate the music. 
If the class is lucky enough to have a 
musician playing then do take time to look 
and listen to how the musician works with 
the teacher and selects tunes that will 
support and inspire the dancers to dance 
their best. 

Attending will certainly allow me to pick up 
teaching ideas and I can always find 
something to learn from another teacher’s 
approach, as can any dancer. And, I always 
appreciate the experienced dancer who is 
aware of those who may need some help in 
the set or who asks the ‘dummy question’ 
alerting me that some repetition or 
reinforcement is needed! And what if the 
teaching is not as good as we would hope?  
If you are not a teacher already, perhaps you 
can help out and maybe start to teach 
yourself. This is now the time I think, to 
open the discussion on Continuing 
Development of our teachers to ensure 
quality classes that dancers can value 
whatever their experience.  

 

Letters to The Reel 

Dancing to a Different Tune 
Dear Readers, 

As dancers, we are often swept along at a 
dance event concentrating on the dance 
patterns and looking after our partners, 
how many of us actually listen to the music? 
Yes, it is there in the background, giving us 
the beat and musical framework to dance to 
but, do we really listen to the music and get 
the pleasure from it that we might from 
listening to Chopin or Beethoven.  

It was a while before I realised that the 
dance name and tune name could be 
different. Take General Stuart’s Reel, the 
reel tune we recognise is actually called 
The Stuart’s Rant similarly, with the jig The 
Duke of Atholl’s Reel its tune is The Athole 
Highlanders and The Eightsome Reel uses 
the reel tune for The Deil amang the Tailors 
and whilst in many early dance books of the 
Society the name of dance and tune was the 
same later this went by the board. So, one 
can often hear dancers naming this or that 
tune by the dance name but these can be 
different. Also, sets of tunes we dance to 
will use four different tunes and on some 
rarer occasions seven will be used. This is in 
stark contrast with Playford style dances 
which will always only use the one tune 
throughout and of the same name as the 
dance such as Childgrove or Jack’s Maggot 
(these from the beginning of the 18th 
century). 

Anyway, it seems to me now that we all 

have some ‘extra’ time and that this is an 
opportunity to play catch-up and simply listen 
to the excellent music alone that is played by 
our great bands and soloists of today (see CD 
Review on p7) and by looking at the CD inserts 
we can also start to recognise the tunes 
played rather than just the dance name. 
Could I add that some of our amazing 
musicians make their sole living through 
playing and this could be a time to support 
them, as they are obviously not being booked, 
by purchasing the odd CD direct from them 
and thereby bringing them a little extra 
income. 

Happy listening, 

Stephen Webb, Hemel Hempstead, 
Hertfordshire 

A Message from New Zealand 
Hello there at The Reel, 

This weekend the latest Issue 311 arrived in 
my PO Box, here in New Zealand. What a good 
read! Congratulations. I always enjoy reading 
this publication of yours, but I found this 
latest issue outstanding. A variety of great 
articles - informative, interesting, amusing, 
nostalgic - along with some excellent photos. 

Our Branches have a lot in common!   

• Take the Committee - I see you have the 
same committee problems as we do here, not 
only at Branch level but the clubs too! Why 
the reluctance to get involved, I do not know, 
it is such a big learning curve and so 
interesting. 

• Then there is the Branch Shop - It is not 
that long ago you advised on the closing of 
the London Branch bookstall, and here too 
in New Zealand, where the Branch has for 
decades supported not one but two shops, 
as it was now running at a loss it was 
decided the record shop service would close 
at the end of 2019 and we now have just 
the one shop to look after the needs of our 
members perhaps due to a decline in 
Branch membership but also many now 
prefer to download! Sign of the times! 

Bravo to Ken Martlew for emphasising the 
need when teaching to bring in the music at 
the very beginning! The music is so 
important – and a dance, however clever or 
interesting, will not be a success without 
really good music. 

Rachel’s clever article on the Branch’s early 
days took me back, and memories of a most 
interesting evening my husband and I spent 
with Hugh Foss at his home in Scotland.  
I have always loved his dances, and Peter 
White’s wonderful music, and it was a real 
privilege to meet the man himself. 

Thanks for a wonderful edition. Keep up the 
good work. 

Dorothy Wilson, Blenheim (South Island), 
New Zealand 

Ed. It was gladdening to receive such 
genuine appreciation of The Reel from a 
reader, recognising the three month’s 
careful preparatory work by volunteers on 
each issue that culminates in the magazine 
the reader sees.  

Fed up? Stuck at home? Wondering how to fill your time? At The Reel we have the solution to your woes. 
Knowing that Scottish country dancing remains timeless then, if you enjoy receiving The Reel and flicking through 
it, looking at photos, reading letters and articles here and there then have you considered visiting The Reel 
Archives on the Branch website where you will find a veritable treasure trove of information, much of it as 
relevant today as when it was written, such as articles from and about all the personalities in the SCD world. And 
not just visit past copies of The Reel, that can transport you back to 1950s, but read the Canadian equivalent - 
The Thistle which can be found there too, beginning in 1961, until 1973. A full set of 55 editions each featuring an 
analysis of a well-known dance and some less so. These were generously donated by the late John Mitchell and all 
faithfully scanned in as PDFs by Meryl for your enjoyment. 

http://www.rscdslondon.org.uk
https://www.rscdslondon.org.uk/the-reel-archives/
https://www.rscdslondon.org.uk/the-thistle-magazine-john-mitchell-bequest/
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Lives Remembered 

Valerie May (née Rodgie) Cambridge 
1 May 1938 – 31 January 2020 

Valerie was lost to the 
family after her brave 
fight with ovarian cancer 
and passed away at 
Mount Vernon Hospital 
in Northwood, Middx. 
Valerie, the eldest of 
three siblings, was born 

in Wembley just before 
the outbreak of WW2. 

During the war she was 
evacuated to Stratton  

St Margarets in Somerset. Then, returned to 
North London were she did her schooling: in 
the late 50’s Valerie became a part time 
model for C&A. In 1962 she had a daughter 
whom she always called ‘My Louise’ they lived 
in Bushey from the 70’s till Louise completed 
her schooling and then Valerie lastly moved to 
Rickmansworth in 1995 from where she 
worked in South Oxhey and retired there from 
the local council. In retirement Valerie 
enjoyed this period of her life to the full 
taking up SCD in 2000 joining many local clubs 
and going to dances and balls and in 2012 also 
croquet at Watford, entering tournaments. 
She was a volunteer in the Mount Vernon 
charity shop and the Peace Hospice Charity 
shop in Rickmansworth, she joined U3A, 
enjoyed her garden and holidays in Europe, 
with the Greek Islands being one of her most 
favourites but most of all was a keen rambler 

My Mum from Louise Cambridge 

2018 

Celebration Tea 
Mastermind from Jane Rose 

Other Lives Remembered, The Reel hopes to be able to include their tributes in the next issue:  
Bruce Ewan Thomson: 19 Nov 1930 - 13 Jan 2020, Mary ‘Judy’ Rambridge: 20 Jun 1938 - 2 Apr 2020, Tony Harris: 27 Dec 1930 - 10 Apr 2020.  

Patricia ‘Pat’ Mary (née Durkin) Milner 
5 November 1950 - 2 February 2020 

Pat was encouraged to start 
Scottish dancing by her 
Aldbury village friend, 
Rev Janet Ridgway in 
2007, attending RSCDS 
Summer Schools in 2008 
and 2009, the 
Berkhamsted Strathspey 
& Reel Club DAA Course 

in 2009 and Winter 
Schools (2011 and 2012).   

In 2012, saying that she 
had always wanted to run a tea shop, Pat 
masterminded the Berkhamsted Diamond 
Celebration Tea. Her attention to detail 
showed in the glorious tea; one attendee said 
it was better than going to The Ritz! 

Pat (Club Secretary from 2012 to 2015) sadly 
suffered a severe stroke in 2016, after which 
she was unable to return to dancing. (Outside 
of dancing, Pat had worked in the social 
housing field, becoming Housing Director of 
Aldwyck Housing Association.) 

Pat hailed from Lancashire and we shall 
always remember her northern no-nonsense 
approach to getting the job done with 
minimum fuss but a very cheerful smile. Pat 
loved Scottish country dancing and especially 
the friendships she made through our 
Berkhamsted club. 

The Dance Programme Referencing Debate has its roots in a change made between Reels 302 and 303 in the presentation of RSCDS London Branch 
dance programmes. Part 1, giving reader’s replies, was printed in Reel 310 p16 and now in Part 2 we print The Reel’s reply (postponed 
from Reel 311).  

Stephen Webb replies, as follows. When we made this change we gave no explanation as to why. Let me say that there is a part of me that agrees 
in principle with the use of book references. Of course looking at any of the dance programmes in ‘Forthcoming Events’ the reader only gets a 
dance name; at least RSCDS London Branch dance programmes give a little more information. If you could spare a minute or two I would like to 
take the reader on the brief journey that has got us to where we are now. 

The Journey: When The Reel was very first published it offered two main things to the reader ie news about the London Branch and forthcoming 
RSCDS dances and with those dance programmes an RSCDS book reference was always given. In those days RSCDS dance programmes only had RSCDS 
dances on them - so knowing where to find dance instructions was essential. I never recall in the early days of my dancing (1970 onwards) of any 
recaps. We were expected to know the dances beforehand and we just got on with it. It helped because all members that went to RSCDS dances 
were given a ‘free’ dance book with their membership. These are now separately purchased. Two things have happened with the passing of the 
years; they are, dances for the most part have become more complicated and are devised by all and sundry; these days with over 19,000 now on 
the database. And the internet/computers have arrived and most people have one. 

Keeping up to date: At one time, and I did this religiously, as a new non-RSCDS dance appeared on another club’s programme I sent away for the 
original words describing it. Not many people will have done this and I have seen the most amazing files of dog-eared past ‘cribsheets’ making up 
an individual’s home paper database. In my view not the best approach as only referring to the original words ensures that everyone across the 
country nay, world is dancing the dance in the same way. In the last ten or so years we have seen a proliferation of other dances appearing on 
dance programmes and the RSCDS has gone along with this and includes ‘others’ dances now within their dance programmes. This has meant a 
major headache for providing the correct source of the dance and location within that source such that a dancer can research it, if so minded.  
Not unsurprisingly, I no longer have a complete set of ‘originals’. 

Complete referencing: So, we then moved from giving an RSCDS book number with place of each dance within it, to giving a deviser’s name when 
not RSCDS. Although, I am an advocate of recognising the deviser (because without one – no dance) I realise that just saying Mitchell or Drewry 
would involve a massive task to find the actual original words so it is no longer done; most people know of the SCD Data Base on Strathspey Server 
my.strathspey.org/dd/managed privately by Anselm Lingnau so they simply look there. Anselm/Eric Ferguson/David Haynes/Keith Rose are 
meticulous in reproducing the dance details including deviser and source without errors and if any are found they quickly correct them. So, as 
everybody in any case, is referring to SCDDB why not make these cribs easily available. Using Strathspey Server gives the user the option of 
including a complete dance diagram with the description, description alone or simply a diagram alone. Our concern with giving a deviser rather 
than a source alongside the dance is that it is inconsistent with just book number with place within, when of course say The Royal Yacht Britannia 
was by Drewry so on the basis of devisers, Drewry should appear at the end and not Book 43/3. It is inconsistent and the dancer will not even 
bother looking at this but go straight to Strathspey Server. So, The Reel now provides that direct link through its website. 

What now appears: So on to the basic referencing that now appears at the right hand end in place of a book reference or deviser. Here, there 
could be one of various options but the London Branch Committee has chosen the simple eg 8x40R. Not my personal choice but a better solution 
than inconsistent referencing as mentioned above. Doing this though gives help to both dancers and musicians alike. I have several times been 
asked by musicians discretely calling down from the stage at the last minute, as I stood as top man, “Is this 32 or 40 bars?” Or “How many times 
through?” Also, it acts as a visual check that the programme is balanced (and sadly, sometimes it is not). It makes sense on many levels to make 
these changes. Anyone wanting to look up the actual RSCDS book and dance in it can, apart from getting the source from SCDDB, simply purchase 
the RSCDS booklet from the RSCDS online shop entitled Index to Scottish Country Dances. In the letters reproduced in Reel 310, three of the 
responses would prefer no change, there were five plus one verbal reply in favour; however, because of the large circulation this does not 
necessarily mean what it may seem; it simply suggests that there is either apathy on this matter or the use of the cribs meets all a dancer/musician 
needs. I hope this helps the reader to see that journey with its whys and wherefores. The Reel has no plans to change back. 

The Dance Programme Referencing Debate  - Part Two 

        A Sense of Fun      
from Graham Hamilton  

Valerie was a keen member of three dancing 
groups in the area, firstly joining Watford & 
West Herts Scottish Society in 2000 and she 
served on the Committee in 2006-2007, 
organising various activities (such as a 10-pin 
bowling outing) and assisting with publicising 
society events. She became a member of the 
Hayes & District Scottish Association in 2007 
and served as their representative on the West 
MACS committee from 2008 and on their 
committee from 2010 to 2018. In 2010 she 
joined the Wembley & District Scottish 
Association, at a time when Wembley was 
rebuilding after the loss of their long-time 
teacher Gillian Collis. Valerie’s sense of fun, 
and the tendency to giggle when things were 
not going to plan on the dance floor, helped 
to define the spirit of our Monday classes that 
continues to this day. 

In addition to her support of our societies, she 
helped to organise the Chorleywood tea dances, 
attended every ‘Stay Young and Dance’ 
weekend from 2004 to 2014 and for many 
years helped organise the charity dances in 
memory of Ruth Simpson. To say that she will 
be missed is a massive understatement, but 
her legacy remains in the fun and joy that we 
all share in the dancing that she loved so much.  

2012 

and a member of the Chilterns Rambling 
Group. But best of all enjoyed walking with 
Louise and Clive in the Lake District having 
adventures along the way.  
I shall miss her happy smiling loving presence. 

my.strathspey.org/dd/
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ABINGDON SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE CLUB Dancing most Mondays,  
7.45-10.00pm, Sept-June at Northcourt Centre, Abingdon, nr Oxford. All 
welcome. Details: Morag Brown, 38 The Holt, Abingdon, OX14 2DR, 
abingdonscdc@gmail.com or www.abingdonscdc.wordpress.com 

ADDLESTONE & DISTRICT SCOTTISH SOCIETY Meets Wednesdays  
8.15-10.15pm Sept-May at St Mary’s Church Hall, Church Road, Byfleet 
KT14 7NF. Details: Val Clack, 01932 845869 or 
www.addlestonescottish.org.uk 

BERKHAMSTED STRATHSPEY & REEL CLUB Meets in Potten End Village Hall, 
HP4 2QG. Social dancing: Tuesdays 8.15pm Sept-May, Sat. gardens June/
July. Classes: Intermediate and Advanced Mondays 8.00pm, Beginners 
Tuesdays 8.15pm. Details: Dawn Dorman, Hill End Farm, Gorhambury,  
St Albans, Herts AL3 6AR, 07710 460623 or www.berkhamstedreelclub.org 

BERKS/HANTS/SURREY BORDER BRANCH RSCDS General Class Wednesdays 
Sept-May, 8.00-10.00pm St Mary’s Church Hall, Park Road, Camberley, 
Surrey GU15 2SR Teacher: Mervyn Short. Monday Advanced class: Fourteen 
Mondays Sept-April, 8.15-10.15pm at St Sebastian’s Memorial Hall, Nine 
Mile Ride, Wokingham Without RG40 3BA. Details: Alex Duncan,  
01932 241615 or www.rscds-bhs.org.uk 

BOURNEMOUTH BRANCH RSCDS Meets every Friday at Kinson Community 
Centre, Pelham’s Park, Millhams Rd., Kinson, Bournemouth, BH10 7LH  
7.30-9.30pm. Alternate Wednesday Technique class, by invitation.  
Details: Margaret Robson, 24 Upper Golf Links Road, Broadstone, Dorset 
BH18 8BX, 01202 698138 or margaret.brscds@ntlworld.com 

BRIGHTON BRANCH RSCDS Classes for beginners, intermediate and 
advanced, country and highland, adults and children.  
Details: Rod Burrows, 01903 783053 or chair@rscds-brighton.org.uk or  
www.rscds-brighton.org.uk 

BRIGHTON & HOVE SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE CLUB Meets Thursdays  
7.45-10.15pm at Moulsecoomb Hall, Brighton. Details: Carol Catterall, 
01273 564963 or www.bhscdc.org.uk 

CAMBERLEY REEL CLUB Dancing every Tuesday 8.00pm at St Paul’s Church 
Hall, Church Hill, Camberley. Details: Jackie Cresswell, 01252 616289 or 
info@camberleyreelclub.org.uk 

CAMBRIDGE SCOTTISH SOCIETY Scottish country dancing and other events. 
Dance Circle meets every Thursday 8.00pm from Sept-June. Details:  
Rachel Schicker, 01223 364557 or www.camscotsoc.org.uk 

CHELTENHAM BRANCH RSCDS General class/Club Night Mondays 7.30-9.30pm 
St Luke’s Church Hall, St Luke’s Place, Cheltenham GL53 7HP. Beginners’ 
class Monday 7.45-9.45pm Reddings Community Centre, North Road West, 
Cheltenham GL51 6RF. Details: Lesley Taylor, 07712 578622 
cheltrscdssec@gmail.com or www.cheltenhamrscds.btck.co.uk 

CHELTENHAM SCOTTISH SOCIETY Dancing Friday nights 7.30-10.00pm at 
St Andrew’s UR Church, Montpellier Street, Cheltenham GL50 1SP. 
Details: John Marshall, duracellbunney@tiscali.co.uk 
www.cheltenhamscottishsociety.btck.co.uk  www.jockjigging.btck.co.uk 

CHISWICK SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE CLUB Meets on Sundays 6.00-9.15pm,  
Sept-June, in the Upper Hall at St Michael & All Angels Church, corner of 
Woodstock Road and Priory Avenue, London W4 1TX (turn right out of 
Turnham Green tube station, 70 yards).  
Details: www.chiswickscottish.org.uk or Evelyn Norman, 020 8641 5877 or 
secretary@chiswickscottish.org.uk 

CROYDON DISTRICT BRANCH Branch class in Coulsdon: General, incl. 
Beginners with technique Fridays 7.30 -10.00pm Coulsdon Methodist 
Church, Brighton Road, Coulsdon CR5 2BE.  
Details: Mary Courtney, 020 8651 0704 or www.rscdscroydon.org.uk 

EPPING FOREST SCOTTISH ASSOCIATION Club nights: Mondays (all year)  
8.00-10.00pm at Christchurch Parish Hall, Wanstead Place, Wanstead 
E11 7SW; Thursdays (all year) 8.00-10.00pm at St John’s Parish Hall, High 
Road, Buckhurst Hill, IG9 5RX. Details: Angela Ross, 020 8504 3376 or 
angelaross87@hotmail.com or www.efsa.org.uk 

EPSOM & DISTRICT CALEDONIAN ASSOCIATION General dancing Mondays,  
7.30-10.00pm, Tweddle Hall, St Andrew’s URC, Northey Avenue, Cheam,  
SM2 7HF. Teacher: Pauline Cashmore, 020 8686 9362 
Details: Dorothy Pearson, 01737 551724 

FARNHAM SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCING CLUB Dancing every Tuesday at 
8.00pm, Sept-end of April at Memorial Hall, Babbs Mead, Farnham, Surrey 
GU9 7EE. Details: Anne Lester 01252 782927 or lesteranne@ymail.com or 
www.fscdc.co.uk 

To update your information in Other Scottish Country Dance 
Organisations contact editor@rscdslondon.org.uk   

If you require your information to also be changed in the  
SE Classes Listing on our website please contact Jan Collings 

seclasses@rscdslondon.org.uk or call on 07803 923036.  
Payment of £30 was due in May 2020 for Reels 312-315 and will be 

invoiced on the back of the flysheet of your organisation’s 
complimentary copy of Reel 312. If you wish to make payment by 

bank transfer or cancel your advert, please contact 
treasurer@rscdslondon.org.uk  

In black and white but including colour 
logo £6 per column cm, in colour £8.50 
per column cm (three columns per 
page). A listing in the Other SCD 
Organisations section costs £30 per 
annum pro rata.  
All advertisers receive a complimentary 
copy of The Reel. Send adverts for the 
Forthcoming Events pages to Meryl at 
danceads@rscdslondon.org.uk  

 

Other adverts and enquiries on pricing to 
the Business Editor Jeff Robertson at 
businesseditor@rscdslondon.org.uk 

The Reel Advertising Rates 

Forthcoming Events 

RSCDS CHELTENHAM BRANCH 
Day School 

Saturday 21 November 2020 
9.45am - 4.45pm 

Reddings Community Centre,  
North Road West, Cheltenham GL51 6RF 

Teacher: Deb Lees (Advanced and General) 
Musician: Keith Anderson  
(Advanced and General) 

£6 per class 
Optional soup & cheese available  

5.00 - 6.00pm, £4 
Evening dance 6.30 - 9.30pm  

including refreshments 
Dancing to recorded music. Entry £6 

Contact Hilary Foulkes, 01285 851798 or 
cheltenhamrscds.tickets@gmail.com 

More details at 
www.cheltenhamrscds.btck.co.uk 

LONDON HIGHLAND CLUB 

 Dances up to the end of August 
are cancelled. Dances from 

September are to be confirmed. 
All are at St Columba’s  

Church Hall, Pont Street, London SW1X 0BD 
 

Saturdays: Lower Hall 7.00 -10.30pm  

 

5 September 2020: President’s Night 

   Calum Mitchell  

3 October  2020: Autumn Dance 
   Ian Muir (Prestwick) 
5 December 2020: Christmas Dance 
   Frank Reid 
 

Programmes, cribs and latest status are on 
our website: 

www.londonhighlandclub.co.uk 

For further details  
contact Frank Bennett on 020 8715 3564 or 

fb.lhc@blueyonder.co.uk 

Everyone is welcome to these functions RSCDS OXFORDSHIRE BRANCH 
Annual Ball 

Saturday 24 October 2020 
7.30 - 11.30pm 

Headington School, Headington Road,  
Oxford OX3 7TD 

Ample free parking and on the London-
Oxford bus route with stop near to the school 

Ian Muir and the Craigellachie Band 
Full details in Reel 313 or on our website 

Contact Helen Houghton-Carr, 07531 469213 
or events.rscdsoxfordshire@gmail.com 

 

ARGYLL SCOTTISH DANCING 
GROUP 

Weekend School 
Friday 2 - Sunday 4 October 2020 

Dillington House, Ilminster, 
Somerset TA19 9DT 

Teachers: Craig Houston-Donald  
Musician: Robert Mackay  

Saturday night: Strathallan 

 

This course is not considered suitable for 
beginners 

For further information and brochure:  
email dillington@somerset.gov.uk  

or www.dillington.co.uk 
Book directly with Dillington on 01460 258613 

www.argyllscottishdancinggroup.org.uk 
Day School 

Saturday 24 April 2021 
10.30am - 5.15pm 

Normandy Village Hall,  
Manor Fruit Farm, Glaziers Lane,  

Normandy GU3 2DT 
Nearest Station: Wanborough. The station is 
located approx. 1 mile from the village hall 

Teachers: TBA 
Musicians: TBA 

Contact Gaynor Curtis, 60 Bishops Wood, 
Woking, Surrey GU21 3QB or 01483 721989 or 

gaynorcurtis@clara.co.uk 

Until dancing resumes, remember that 
London Branch and RSCDS HQ are producing 
extra content to help keep Scottish dancers 
entertained. See the Virtual Dancing article 
on p10. 

Our Facebook Page is celebrating London 
Branch’s 90th Anniversary with posts 
covering our nine decades, starting with 
past issues of The Reel. 
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Many thanks to all who contributed to this issue of The Reel, including the following for providing photos: p1: Left - Stephen Webb 
(SJW); Right - Meryl Thomson; Bottom - Peter Kendrick. p2: Jim - SJW; Andrew Kellett - from himself. p3: Nayma - from herself.  

p4: Open Air - SJW. p6 (clockwise from top R): All  - SJW, except 2 - Peter Luke; 3, 5 - Meryl Thomson; 8 - Ian Thomson; badge - SJW/Adrian Conrad.  
p7: Jeremy - from himself; CD cover - from Ian Robertson; Scott - SJW. Centrefold: 1 - Jan Jones; 2,3, 5, 8-10 - SJW; 4 - Peter Kendrick;  
6 - Lizzie Conder; 7 - Meryl Thomson; 11 - Ian Thomson. p10: Colin - SJW; Robert - Gaynor Curtis. p11: David, dance diagram, signature - SJW; 
watermark - SJW/Adrian Conrad; Alex - from David Queen. p12: Diagram - Keith Rose; music - from Meryl Thomson; Bob - Maggie Westley;  
Cartoon - used with permission of Joan Miles. p13: Deb - SJW; image - Ian Thomson. p14: Valerie - Louise Cambridge; Pat - Jane Rose. 
90th Anniversary logo - designed by Thelma-Jane Robb. 

The Reel is printed by Kall Kwik, Hemel Hempstead www.kallkwik.co.uk/hemel  01442 247777  sales@hemel.kallkwik.co.uk 

FLEET SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE SOCIETY Dance in Church Crookham 
Memorial Hall in Hampshire on alternate Saturdays from 7.30-10.00pm,  
Sept-May. Details: Shirley Ferguson 01276 501952 or 
fergusonshirley7@gmail.com or fleet.rscds-bhs.org.uk 

GERRARDS CROSS SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE CLUB Meets at Memorial 
Centre, East Common Road, Gerrards Cross SL9 7AD on Tuesdays from Sept
-June. 7.30-10.00pm Visitors and Beginners welcome. Details: Suzanne 
Todd, 01923 283730 or info@gxscottish.org or www.gxscottish.org 

GREENFORD AND DISTRICT CALEDONIAN ASSOC. Meet at the British Legion 
Hall, Oldfield Lane, Greenford. Visitors welcome. Tuesdays 8.00-10.00pm. 
Details: Janet MacPhail 020 8560 7670 or enquiries@greenfordcaledonian.net 

GUILDFORD SCDC Meets at Onslow Village Hall, Wilderness Rd, Guildford, 
GU2 7QR most Mondays at 8.00pm from Sept-June. Details: 01420 362530 
or www.gscdc.org.uk 

HARPENDEN SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCING CLUB Meets every Tuesday at 
8.00pm at Lourdes Hall, Southdown Road, Harpenden. Details: Val Owens,  
29 Palfrey Close, St Albans, Herts AL3 5RE, 01727 863870 or HSCDC.org.uk 

HARROW & DISTRICT CALEDONIAN SOCIETY Classes Wednesdays  
8.15-10.15pm, St Albans Church Hall, Norwood Drive (off The Ridgeway), 
North Harrow. Also a variety of other activities. 
Details: Sheena Henderson, mail@harrowscottish.org.uk or 07719 985025 
or www.harrowscottish.org.uk 

HAYES & DISTRICT SCOTTISH ASSOCIATION Meets Fridays 8.00-10.00pm, 
Sept-July in Hayes, Middx. Beginners and experienced dancers welcome. 
Details: Margaret Wallace, 01895 633642 or www.hayesscottish.org.uk 

HERTSMERE REEL CLUB Monthly dances on third Saturday (exc. Aug & Sept) 
7.30-11.00pm, Tilbury Hall (URC), Darkes Lane, Potters Bar EN6 1BZ.  
Details: Margaret King, 0208 440 3236 or margaret.king4@hotmail.co.uk 

JERSEY CALEDONIA SCD GROUP Details: Joy Carry, Les Arbres, Rue des 
Cateaux, Trinity, JE3 5HB, 01534 862205 or jcchanjoy97@gmail.com  
Alan Nicolle, 01534 484375 or alan.nicolle88@gmail.com or Brenda Gale, 
01534 862357 or scottishcountrydancingchannelislands.blogspot.com 

LONDON HIGHLAND CLUB Meets regularly at St Columba’s, Pont Street, 
London SW1X 0BD. Details: Frank Bennett, 020 8715 3564 or 
www.londonhighlandclub.co.uk 

LUCY CLARK SCD CLUB Meets Thursdays at the Wendover Memorial Hall, 
Wharf Road, Wendover HP22 6HF. Beginners class 7.00-8.00pm, Social 
Dancing 8.00-10.00pm. Details: Liz Mitchell, 07947 000368 or 
info@lucyclark.org.uk or www.lucyclark.org.uk 

MAIDENHEAD SCOTTISH DANCING CLUB Meets every Tuesday 8.00pm at  
St Piran’s School, Gringer Hill, Maidenhead, Berks SL6 7LZ. Last Tuesday 
in the month is Social Dancing Evening. Details: Jane Courtier, 16 Ostler 
Gate, Maidenhead, Berks SL6 6SG, 01628 628372 or 
maidenheadscottishdancing.org.uk 

MAIDSTONE (COBTREE) SCD GROUP Meets every Wednesday 7.30-10.00pm 
at The Grove Green Community Hall, Maidstone. Details: Dick Barford,  
55 Northumberland Road, Maidstone ME25 7JG, 01622 685984 

MEDWAY AND DISTRICT CALEDONIAN ASSOCIATION Dancing Mondays 
Bredhurst Village Hall, 1.30-3.45pm; Tuesdays and Thursdays  
St Mary’s Island Community Centre, 8.00-10.00pm. Beginners welcome 
at all. Details: Lyn Sutton-Jones, 07831 154038 and 
www.medwaycaledonians.co.uk 

MID SUSSEX SCOTTISH DANCING GROUP Mixed Ability Group meets every 
Tuesday in Hurstpierpoint Village Centre BN6 9UY 7.45-10.30pm.  
Details: franbramham@hotmail.com 

MILTON KEYNES BRANCH RSCDS Mixed ability class Mondays 8.00-10.00pm. 
Bradwell Village Hall, Milton Keynes. Details: Jan Jones, 52 Aintree Close, 
Bletchley, Milton Keynes MK3 5LP, 01908 378730 or jange@verybusy.co.uk 

NORWICH RSCDS Dancing on Mondays from Sept-May/June at the Dance & 
Drama Studio, Sewell Park College, Constitution Hill, Norwich NR3 4BX. 
Beginners from 7.00-8.15pm and general dancing 8.20-9.30pm. Details: 
Sue Petty on 01603 741639 or secretary@rscds-norwich.org.uk 

ORPINGTON & DISTRICT CALEDONIAN SOCIETY Dancing every Thursday  
8.00-10.15pm at Petts Wood Memorial Hall. Beginners’/Improvers’ Class 
every Monday 8.00-10.15pm at St Pauls, Crofton Road, Orpington.  
Details: Hadyn Davies, 020 8658 9188 or hadyndavies@gmail.com or 
www.orpingtonscottishdancing.com 

OXFORDSHIRE BRANCH RSCDS Dancing on Thursdays throughout the year in 
Oxford. Details: Christine Jeffery 01844 278242 or 
christinej201@hotmail.com or www.rscdsoxfordshire.org.uk 

READING ST ANDREW’S SCOTTISH DANCING SOCIETY Dancing at St Andrew’s 
URC, London Road, Reading, RG1 5BD from 8.00-10.00pm, Sept-May, 
Tuesdays (elementary), Wednesdays (general), 1st & 2nd Thursdays of 
each month (advanced). Details: Duncan Barnet, Flat 4, 8 Western Elms 
Avenue, Reading RG30 2AN 0118 956 9289 dbarnet@waitrose.com or 
www.scottishdancingreading.org 

REIGATE SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE CLUB Meets most Mondays 8.15-
10.15pm, Sept-May at the Redhill Methodist Church Hall, Gloucester Road, 
Redhill, Surrey RH1 1BP. Details: Wendy Mitton, 01737 766244 or 
wmitton517@btinternet.com or www.reigatescottish.org.uk 

RICHMOND CALEDONIAN SOCIETY Meets at the Oddfellows Hall, Parkshot, 
Richmond, every Wednesday evening at 7.30pm from mid-Sept. to mid-
June. Details: www.richmondcaledonian.co.uk or 020 8878 3445 

SANDERSTEAD URC SCOTTISH DANCE GROUP Dancing Tues 8.00pm at 
Sanderstead URC Hall, Sanderstead Hill, South Croydon. 
Details: Graeme Wood, 01883 627797 or gwood@gna.cc 

ST COLUMBA’S CHURCH OF SCOTLAND, Pont Street, London SW1X 0BD  
St Columba’s Dancers meet most Mondays from Oct to May, 7.15-10.00pm. 
Admission free except for Band Nights when a charge will be made. 
Details: Valerie Strachan, 020 8693 5355 or 
valeriestrachan@btinternet.com or www.stcolumbasdancers.org 

ST JOHN’S SDC, WOKINGHAM Meet every Thurs 8.00-10.15pm Sept-June at 
St Sebastian’s Hall, Nine Mile Ride, Wokingham. All standards welcome. 
Details: Kate Thomson, 0118 9860681 sec.stjohns.scdc@gmail.com  
Also Children’s Class Sats 9.30-11.00am at the Parish Hall, Crowthorne. 
Details: Deborah Draffin, 01344 776831  

SCOTTISH ASSOCIATION FOR WALLINGTON, CARSHALTON & DISTRICT  
Hold weekly social dance on Thursday evenings from 8.00-10.00pm at 
Collingwood School, Springfield Road, Wallington SM6 OBD. Details: Maggie 
Westley, 020 8647 9899 or 07956 937157 or westley.maggie14@gmail.com 

SIDCUP & DISTRICT CALEDONIAN ASSOCIATION Dancing on Wednesdays from 
8.00-10.15pm throughout the year at Hurst Community Centre, Hurst 
Road, Bexley, Kent. Details: Jenny Gavin, 48 Eastbrook Road, Blackheath  
SE3 8BT, 020 8856 4522 

SOUTH EAST ESSEX SCOTTISH SOCIETY Dancing Fridays, 7.30-10.15pm,  
St Peter’s Church Hall, Eastbourne Grove, Southend (near hospital). 
Tuition 7.30-9.00pm. Details: Graham Easton, 01702 587808 or 
graham.easton@btinternet.com or www.seess.org.uk 

SOUTH EAST HERTS SCDS Classes for all standards, in Hertford, Tuesdays in 
term time. Monthly dances Sept-June, in Ware, usually second Friday. 
Sunday afternoon Family Dances once a term. Details: Douglas Hedley, 
07980 405152 or sehscds@hotmail.com or www.sehscottishdance.org/news 

SURBITON & DISTRICT CALEDONIAN SOCIETY Dancing every Thursday at 
8.00pm from Sept-June at St Mark’s Church Hall, Church Hill Road, 
Surbiton. Details: David Horwill, 32 Wolsey Road, Sunbury-on-Thames, 
Middx TW16 7TY or www.surbitoncaledonian.co.uk 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS BRANCH RSCDS Beginners/intermediate classes on Tues 
8.00-10.00pm and advanced classes Thurs 8.00-10.00pm at St Augustine’s 
School, Wilman Rd, Tunbridge Wells TN4 9AL. Details: George Daly, 
1 Broadwater Rise, Tunbridge Wells TN2 5UE, 01892 534512 or 
www.rscdstunbridgewells.org.uk 

WATFORD & WEST HERTS SCOTTISH SOCIETY Beginners/Improvers Class  
at Nascot Wood Recital Hall, Nascot Wood Road, Watford WD17 4YS 
Mondays from 8.00-9.30pm and General/Beginners Class at All Saints’ 
Church Hall, The Green, Croxley Green, Rickmansworth WD3 3HJ 
Thursdays from 7.30-10.00pm. Details: Stuart Kreloff, 60 Tunnel Wood 
Road, Watford WD17 4GE, 01923 492475 or reel@watfordscottish.org.uk 

WELWYN GARDEN CITY SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE CLUB Meets Wednesdays 
8.00-10.00pm Sept-June at Lemsford Hall, Lemsford Village, Welwyn 
Garden City. All welcome. Details: Douglas Wood, 01582 469928 or 
welwyn.scdc@uwclub.net or www.sehscottishdance.org/Welwyn 

WEMBLEY & DISTRICT SCOTTISH ASSOCIATION Dance Class Mondays 8.00pm. 
The Church of the Ascension, The Avenue, Wembley, Middx. Details:  
Mrs Caroline Hamilton, 31 Boundary Road, Eastcote, Pinner, Middlesex 
HA5 1PW, 0208 866 2378 or info@wdsa.co.uk 

WEYMOUTH SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCERS (Formerly South Dorset 
Caledonian Society) Dancing at St Edmund’s Church Hall, Lanehouse Rocks 
Road, Weymouth, Dorset, Wednesday, 7.30-10.00pm. 
Details: Miss Valerie Scriven, 13 Fenway Close, Dorchester, 
Dorset DT1 1PQ, 01305 265177 

WINCHESTER BRANCH RSCDS Classes Tuesdays 8.00-10.00pm. Club nights  
1st and 3rd Wednesdays 8.00-10.00pm. Both evenings at St Peter’s School, 
Oliver’s Battery Rd North, Winchester. Details: Wendy Mumford (teacher), 
20 Blendon Drive, Andover SP10 3NQ, 01264 363293 or 
wendy@mumford.com 

WITHAM & DISTRICT CALEDONIAN SOCIETY Dancing every Wednesday  
8.00-10.00pm. The Centre, UR Church, Witham, Essex. 
Details: Alex Daniel, 01621 855548 or alexsdaniel@aol.com 
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The Reel is provided as part of the membership benefits of RSCDS London Branch 

or through a subscription to the magazine. 
 

If you are not already a member or subscriber, please consider joining the Branch 
or subscribing to the magazine to help support RSCDS London Branch. 

 
Details of membership and subscription options can be found on  

page 3 of this magazine.   
 

You can subscribe for as little as £4 a year.  


