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Special 90th Anniversary events for your diary 

London Branch Hon. President, Rachel Wilton in 
party mood as special guest at the Little Ship 
Club’s Christmas Party held at St Columba’s 

Church lower hall, (12 December 2019). 

Members of the London Branch demonstration team performing The Highland Rambler at the annual Dance Around the World event at Cecil Sharp 
House, (27 October 2019). From left: Pat Davoll, Alison Raisin, Margaret Catchick, Robert Baker Glenn, Roger Keeling, James Fairbairn, 

Iris Ronayne, Helen Ives, Lizzie Conder, Simon Wales, Andrew Kellett and Don Ward (also Peter Jenkins on accordion and piper Neil Esslemont). 

In This Issue 

Celebrating our 90th! 
View events we have planned (see p1 and p4), 
and read about our early days in the last ninety 
years (see p8, p9 and p12) 

Lives Remembered 
Denise Haugh, Maureen Haynes, Iain Brown,  
John King, Michael Merifield and Paul Bracken  
(see p9, p16, p17) 

Saturday 4 July 2020 
2.15 – 6.00pm 

Doors open at 1.45pm 
St Helen’s School, Eastbury Road, 
Northwood, Middlesex HA6 3AS* 

Strathallan 
 

The Laird of Milton’s Daughter....... 8x32 J 
The Dashing White Sergeant ..........  32 R 
Polesden Lacey ......................... 3x32 S 
The Aviator ............................. 8x32 J 
Miss Eleanor ............................ 3x32 S 
Maxwell’s Rant ........................ 8x32 R 
Joie de Vivre ........................... 8x32 J 
The Braes of Breadalbane ............ 8x32 S 
8/16/32 some Reel .................. 1x464 R 
 

The Wild Geese .......................  8x32 J 
The Deil amang the Tailors .........  8x32 R 
Neidpath Castle ........................ 3x32 S 
The Moudiewort ........................ 8x32 J 
Sugar Candie ........................... 8x32 S 
The Summer Assembly ............ Sq 1x88 R 
The Happy Meeting .................... 8x32 J 
The Silver Tassie ....................... 8x32 S 
The Reel of The Royal Scots ......... 8x32 R 
 

Enjoy a celebratory glass of Pimms  
(or non-alcoholic alternative) on arrival! 

  

Admission (bring your own refreshments) 
RSCDS members £11, non-members £12, 
Spectators £6, Children (under 16) free 
All tickets to be purchased (cash only)  

on the door. All dances will be recapped.  

 

*(Inside in the Rowland Brown Hall if wet) 

 

Crib available at www.rscdslondon.org.uk  

Garden Dance 

RSCDS London Branch 90th Anniversary Commemorative Edition 

To celebrate the  
90th Anniversary of the  

London Branch of the Royal Scottish 
Country Dance Society  

on 
Saturday 31 October 2020 

 

Allum Manor Hall, 2 Allum Lane, 
Elstree, Hertfordshire WD6 3PJ 

 

Dancing to 
Marian Anderson and her SCD Band 

 

Welcome Reception 6.30pm 
Carriages 11.30pm 

 

Come and join everyone attired in their 
finery and help London Branch celebrate 
its landmark Anniversary in this spacious 

venue with its superb dance floor 
 

 
  

Tickets, including a two course  
buffet supper: 

RSCDS members £40 
non-members £45 

  

Further information and application forms 
available to download from 

www.rscdslondon.org.uk or can be obtained by 
sending an email to 

90anniversary@rscdslondon.org.uk 
Dance programme available in Reel 312 or  

on our website 
 

DO NOT MISS OUT - APPLY NOW!  

Grand Autumn Ball 

http://www.rscdslondon.org.uk
mailto:editor@rscdslondon.org.uk?subject=The%20Reel
https://youtu.be/6Do-Vhwm9KU
https://youtu.be/NsqutaUV5Lw
http://www.rscdslondon.org.uk
http://www.rscdslondon.org.uk
mailto:90anniversary@rscdslondon.org.uk
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Chairman’s Column by Jim Cook 

Welcome to the London Branch’s ‘90th Anniversary Year’! The year 
started with a bang with the well attended Burns’ Ceilidh Dance which 
took place on Saturday 11 January. Looking ahead, please read, 
elsewhere in this issue, about our special Anniversary events, namely our 
Tea Dance on Sunday 1 March, Garden Dance on Saturday 4 July and 
Anniversary Ball on Saturday 31 October. And who will be the winner of 
our 90th Anniversary New Dance Devising Competition? More anon. 

Due to works taking place at their usual Oddfellows Hall venue, last term 
the Richmond Class had to be inconveniently relocated outside of Richmond 

with an adverse impact on attendance. Although the works continue, I am pleased that this 
term, the Class has returned to Central Richmond using a splendid room in the Annexe of the 
Public Library. At the first such evening on Wednesday 15 January I am delighted that past 
members returned along with new members. I thank class teacher Judith Jones for all she has 
done these last few months to cope with the situation and the extra tasks which fell on her 
shoulders. 

All Societies are complaining about the difficulty of getting support for their committees. 
Perhaps people are satisfying their social needs through on-line social media! Please buck the 
trend and come and support our Committee in person. Our next Branch AGM is on Saturday 
13 June and nominations for the Committee close on 31 March.  

As I said in the last issue, I am not standing as Chairman; this current year I have effectively 
been a stop gap brought in from outside of the Committee. So the situation is now critical with 
positions available right from Chairman, the newly reinstated Vice-Chairman position down to 
Committee Members. Come and speak to any of us on the Committee if you have questions. 
But we need to go forward into our 91st year! It is essential that we fill the new Vice-Chairman 
role so that the new occupant can gain experience with a view to future advancement so that 
a properly structured committee is reconstituted. So please act! 

For example, homing in on just one of our Sub-Committees, we need extra skills with Publicity 
which includes The Reel (see below) and the use of social media. Personally, I would not know 
a Tweet if I passed one in the street but our younger members will be well up to speed with 
such things. Come and share your expertise and work with our Publicity Team.  

Many of you express views and offer suggestions. So come and join the committee and see 
them through! Whether you are new to dancing or well established, come and join the team. 
Now that the post of Vice-Chairman has been restored, let us establish a 
full committee and look forward to the next 90 years of the Branch. 

ROYAL 

SCOTTISH 

COUNTRY 

DANCE 

SOCIETY 
 

Patron: H M The Queen 

President: Jean Martin 

Chairman: Andrew Kellett 

HEADQUARTERS 
12 Coates Crescent, Edinburgh EH3 7AF 

Tel: 0131 225 3854 
info@rscds.org  www.rscds.org 

LONDON BRANCH 

Hon. President 
Rachel Wilton 

Hon. Vice-Presidents 
Mary Barker, Jenny Greene,  

Danielle Reinstein, Jerry Reinstein, 
Rosemary Tilden 

Chairman  
Jim Cook 

59 Larkfield Road, Richmond-upon-Thames 
TW9 2PG  Tel: 020 8948 5637 
chairman@rscdslondon.org.uk 

Hon. Secretary 
Joanne Lawrence 

72 Hallowell Road, Northwood, 
Middlesex HA6 1DS  Tel: 07747 617953 

secretary@rscdslondon.org.uk 

Hon. Treasurer 
Simon Wales 

Flat 6, 86 Worcester Rd, Sutton, 
Surrey SM2 6QQ  Tel: 020 8643 0952 

treasurer@rscdslondon.org.uk 

Committee 
Classes ..........................Jenny Kendrick 

Dances .......................... Margaret Shaw 

Publicity ............. Jim Cook/Mel Rowland 

Demonstration Team .......... Elaine Davies 

Other roles ..................... George Potts,

 ............................. Thelma-Jane Robb  

Non-Executive roles 
Hon. Archivist .................. Rachel Wilton 

Day School ................. Margaret Catchick 

Family .............................Marjory Reid 

90th Anniversary ......... Margaret Catchick 

Membership .................... Gaynor Curtis 

The Reel Editorial Team ...................... 

 ............... Edward Bunting, Ian Thomson, 

 ............... Meryl Thomson, Stephen Webb 

The Reel Business Editor .... Jeff Robertson 

Subscribers ..................... Gaynor Curtis 

Webmaster .................... Meryl Thomson 

Objects of London Branch 
To advance the education of the public in the 
London area in traditional Scottish country 
dancing, in particular by: 
a) preserving and furthering the practice of 

traditional Scottish country dances; 
b) providing or assisting in providing 

instruction in the dancing of Scottish 
country dances; 

c) promoting the enjoyment and appreciation 
of Scottish country dancing and music by 
any suitable means. 

www.rscdslondon.org.uk 
 

www.facebook.com/RSCDSLondon 

 
@LondonRSCDS 
 
YouTube.com/ 
RSCDSLondonBranch 

 

Associated London Branch videos can be 
activated by clicking photos with the       
symbol in the electronic Reel. 

London Branch Matters/Dance Reports ...... 3 

London Branch Dances and Classes  .......... 4 

LB90 NSCDCC update, LB AGM notice,  
Adieu to Quadrille Club  ......................... 6 

Music Matters - CD Review,  
Game, Set and turn right hand ................ 7 

Ninety Years Young .............................. 8 

Ninety Years Young continued - Meet five  
past chairmen, Lives Remembered ........... 9 

The Dancing World in Pictures .............. 10 

Glimpses into the Branch’s early days  ........ 12 

Teachers Association Scotland (TAS),  
My Scottish Dancing Story  .................... 13 

The Dance Corner - The Nut, a hard  
dance to crack ................................. 14 

Letters, “In My Opinion”, Two of a Kind.... 15 

Lives Remembered ........................ 16-17 

Forthcoming Events ....................... 17-19 

Other SCD Organisations .................. 19-20  

Credits .......................................... 20 

A Closer Look at the Contents of this Issue 

Notes from Coates Crescent by Andrew Kellett 

The Management Board 
held an awayday in 
January to start 
developing the next 
RSCDS Business Plan 
which will take us to 

2024. When the current 
plan was being devised 

back in 2016 the Board 
sponsored an extensive consultative exercise 
throughout the Society. The results of that 
are still valid, and the new Plan picks up 
many of the themes in the current Plan and 
plus celebrations to mark the Society’s 
Centenary in 2023. 

The 2020-24 plan is being built around four 
aims:- 

• To promote Scottish dancing globally as a 

fun and friendly activity. 

• To help branches promote Scottish 

dancing in their area. 

• To provide appropriate support for 

Scottish dance teachers and musicians. 

• To strengthen RSCDS governance and 

finance. 

Beneath those four aims are action points 
that have been sent to branches for 
comment. It is intended to finalise the Plan 
in March. 

At the awayday the Board adopted the 
Scottish Governance Code for the Third 
Sector, which sets out the key elements of 
good governance for charities. The Code will 
help the Board to audit its performance and 
strive to do the best it possibly can in 
support of the Society. 

The last hour of the awayday was spent 
discussing what we mean by ‘Scottish 
country dancing’. Our tradition of SCD is 
rooted in the social dancing of Scotland, 
which continues to this day and is much 
broader than the style of country dances 
that typically appear on RSCDS dance 
programmes. There is concern in some parts 
of the Society that we are drifting away from 
our roots. It is good to see that traditional 
dances regularly appear on London Branch 
programmes and we dance iconic Scottish 
dances such as The Eightsome Reel, Strip the 
Willow and The Dashing White Sergeant at 
our ceilidh and in Kensington Gardens. 

The Reel Editorial Team are looking for an additional team member who is acquainted with 
using a computer and is interested in a publishing role (London Branch computer, software 
and training available) - if this is you please contact: editor@rscdslondon.org.uk 

mailto:info@rscds.org
http://www.rscds.org
mailto:chairman@rscdslondon.org.uk?subject=RSCDS%20London
mailto:secretary@rscdslondon.org.uk?subject=RSCDS%20London
mailto:treasurer@rscdslondon.org.uk?subject=RSCDS%20London
http://www.rscdslondon.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/RSCDSLondon
https://twitter.com/londonrscds
https://YouTube.com/RSCDSLondonBranch
https://YouTube.com/RSCDSLondonBranch
mailto:editor@rscdslondon.org.uk
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London Branch Matters 

As a member of RSCDS London Branch you can 
enjoy the following benefits: reduced rates at  
London Branch classes, dances and events; four 
issues per year of The Reel; 10% discount on 
items from the RSCDS shop and two issues per 
year of the RSCDS magazine Scottish Country 
Dancer. Members wishing to pay by direct debit 
may now do so by completing a payment 
mandate either by clicking on the appropriate 
link in the table to the right of this text (for 
electronic Reel readers) or by going to 
www.rscdslondon.org.uk/membership-page 
Membership may also be purchased by Credit/
Debit Card or PayPal or by cheque payable to 
RSCDS London Branch by going to the same 
page. See full details on website. New members should also complete the membership application form on the London Branch website. 
Membership/subscription enquiries and cheque payments should be addressed to the Membership Secretary, Gaynor Curtis, 60 Bishops Wood, 
Woking GU21 3QB, 01483 721989, membership@rscdslondon.org.uk Any reader who receives a paper issue of The Reel may send their email 
address to Gaynor Curtis and receive an electronic copy too at no extra charge. Those receiving an electronic copy are asked not to pass this on 
unless it is to someone they feel might like to help support the Branch by becoming a member or subscribing. 

Membership  
category  
 
 

Junior 
12-17 
years 

Young 
Adult 
18-24 
years 

Adult 
25 years + 

2nd 
Branch  

The Reel only 
(subscription) 

Adult  
Joint (2) 

25 years + 

Electronic (eReel) £14 £20 £24 £4 £4 £40 

The Reel by post (UK) £16 £22 £26 £6 £6  £44 

The Reel by post 
(Europe) 

£22 £28 £32 £12 £12 £56 

The Reel by post  
(Rest of the World) 

£25 £31 £35 £15 £15 £62 

The current rates for RSCDS membership through the London Branch are as follows: 

Membership and The Reel Subscription 

On 11 January 2020, under 
twinkling hall lights, 126 
dancers gathered at 
Pont Street for the 
annual London Branch 
Burns’ Ceilidh Dance. 
Our President, Rachel 
Wilton and Chairman, 
Jim Cook were our 

hosts. The evening 
started with a recitation 

from MC James Fairbairn of Oxford from 
Tam o’ Shanter by Rabbie Burns, followed by 
dancing to the music of the Caledonian 
Reelers aka Derek Chappell, Mary and Fred 
Felgate who played with great energy. The 
evening started with the Circassian Circle, 
then Highland Welcome followed by lots of 
other favourites including The Teddy Bear’s 
Picnic with appropriate music and The Gypsy 
Thread when the Family Class were to be 
seen joining in the fun of threading ‘the 
needle’. Halfway through, we took a pause 
for Ryan Ellsworth, our piper, to process 
round with Jim Cook carrying a haggis. 
Ian Rutherford then enthusiastically 
addressed it and all three partook of a wee 
dram. Our shy catering team conjured up an 
excellent meal of haggis, neeps and tatties,  
accompanied by refreshments and 
shortbread. A special thank you from Jim was 
sent to the team hiding in the kitchen.  

The swirling of kilts and dresses along with 
lots of clapping continued into the second 
half, which included The OXO Reel and 
Dunnet Head, (this reel was devised by Peter 
Knight and being there, received a large 
round of applause). The last dance of the 
evening was Strip the Willow which 
generated lots of laughter. The dance closed 
with the traditional Auld Lang Syne and a 
polka. Who can ask for anything more in 
January on a special night dedicated to 
Robert Burns? See you next time. 

Three fairly intrepid members of Judith Jones’ 
Richmond Improvers class braved the somewhat 
inclement weather to attend the London RSCDS 
Christmas Dance on Saturday 14 December at 
St Columba’s Church Hall in Pont Street, London.  

Approximately 70 dancers in total were rewarded 
with wonderful music provided by highly 
accomplished musicians Nicol McLaren and the 
Glencraig Band. These excellent musicians 
managed to overlay snatches of many well known 
carols and other Christmas classics into the 
interesting selection of reels, strathspeys and jigs.  

Dancers were treated to some excellent MCing by 
Rachel Wilton and Simon Wales. A delicious glass 
of mulled wine greeted us on arrival and a 
Christmas style buffet was provided in the 
interval. 

An uplifting time was had by all. Thank you to all 
the organisers. 

Branch Christmas Dance Report by Jean Harrison 

Burns Comes to Pont 
Street by Jane Jones 

Sunday Advanced Technique Class Report by Meryl Thomson 

We were treated once again to the excellent 
teaching of Mervyn Short at the Advanced 
Technique Class on Sunday 8 December 2019. 
By chance Mervyn had chosen three dances 
all beginning with the letter ‘A’. We started 
with An’ thou wert my only dear (RSCDS 
Book 21/4) which is a 48 bar jig and a 
two-couple dance. This is interesting as the 
original dance of the same name in Peter 
Thompson’s Compleat Collection Vol 1 
1751-1757 is a 64 bar dance and uses a 
different tune. The dance is the same for the 
first 32 bars but diverges from there. 

The RSCDS version has setting and turning in 
eight bars, casting to progress while the 
original version takes 16 bars for the setting 

and turning and then adds another eight bar 
gallop down the middle, back up and cast to 
progress. Both dances finish with dancing 
rights and lefts. Listen to both tunes at 
youtu.be/RXmNAl-HYf8 

We continued with the strathspey The Argyll 
Ludging from RSCDS Book 36/6. The last 
eight bars includes a half ladies chain and 
this brought up some discussion on where the 
ladies should be aiming - towards the man’s 
place or to make a diagonal line of four. The 
beauty of a class like this is that participants 
often give their point of view and this input 
adds to the class.  

We finished with the reel Argyll’s Bowling 
Green from RSCDS Book 15/10. This is a 
dance which does not often appear on social 
dance programmes but has a catchy tune 
written by Niel Gow and if danced 
energetically can be great fun. 

Jean, 2nd from left, with Judith 
Jones, Dorothy Sullivan and  
Mel Rowland 

http://www.rscdslondon.org.uk/membership-page
http://www.rscdslondon.org.uk
mailto:membership@rscdslondon.org.uk?subject=RSCDS%20London%20Branch%20Membership
https://pay.gocardless.com/AL00020ZBANV75
https://pay.gocardless.com/AL00020ZAP5996
https://pay.gocardless.com/AL0001MZ1TWFE0
https://pay.gocardless.com/AL00020ZCCHCE5
https://pay.gocardless.com/AL00020ZCCHCE5
https://pay.gocardless.com/AL00020ZA5GH54
https://pay.gocardless.com/AL00020ZBDDWTC
https://pay.gocardless.com/AL00020ZAQHYMV
https://pay.gocardless.com/AL00020Z9WSBVC
https://pay.gocardless.com/AL00020ZCD4SP8
https://pay.gocardless.com/AL00020ZCD4SP8
https://pay.gocardless.com/AL00020ZA93CSW
https://pay.gocardless.com/AL00020ZBFA8X7
https://pay.gocardless.com/AL00020ZAVTY0H
https://pay.gocardless.com/AL00020Z9ZXVXD
https://pay.gocardless.com/AL00020ZCFNB8R
https://pay.gocardless.com/AL00020ZCFNB8R
https://pay.gocardless.com/AL00020ZAHY4T0
https://pay.gocardless.com/AL00020ZBHWMR2
https://pay.gocardless.com/AL00020ZB3K33P
https://pay.gocardless.com/AL00020ZA0FGDQ
https://pay.gocardless.com/AL00020ZCKMN1P
https://pay.gocardless.com/AL00020ZCKMN1P
https://pay.gocardless.com/AL00020ZANGN5V
https://youtu.be/W8AURDn-GQA
https://youtu.be/RXmNAl-HYf8
https://youtu.be/FrpuF_kOOfQ
https://youtu.be/WUUYVbB67QI
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London Branch Dances 

Wednesday 27 May 2020 
7.00 – 10.00pm 

Doors open at 6.30pm 
St Columba’s Church, Pont Street  

SW1X 0BD 
Sandra Smith and Barbara Manning 

 
 

Joie de Vivre ........................... 8x32 J 
The Happy Meeting ...................  8x32 R 
Balmoral Strathspey ................... 4x32 S 
Cramond Bridge ........................ 8x32 R 
Sugar Candie ........................... 8x32 S 
Flight to Melbourne ............... Sq 4x32 R 
EH3 7AF  ................................ 8x32 J 
 

Mrs MacLeod ........................... 8x32 R 
A Capital Jig ............................ 8x32 J 
Fair Donald ............................  8x32 S 
Maxwell’s Rant ........................  8x32 R 
Neidpath Castle ........................ 3x32 S 
Inchmickery ............................ 5x32 J 
The Reel of The Royal Scots ......... 8x32 R 
Extras: 
Jig to the Music ........................ 3x32 J 
The Laird of Milton’s Daughter ...... 8x32 J 
The Deil amang the Tailors .......... 8x32 R 
Round Reel of Eight ............... Sq 1x88 R 

 

Admission includes light refreshments 
RSCDS members £12, non-members £14, 

full time students (with card) and  
spectators £7. All children (under 16) free 

All tickets to be purchased (cash only)  
on the door. All dances will be  

recapped/walked through 

Crib available at www.rscdslondon.org.uk  

Summer Wednesday Dance 

Our Dances in 2020 

 Saturday 4 July 90th Anniversary Garden Dance to Strathallan at St Helen’s School, Eastbury Rd, Northwood, Middlesex HA6 3AS 

 Saturday 19 September New Season Dance (Upper Hall) 

 Wednesday 28 October Autumn Wednesday Dance 

 Saturday 31 October Grand Autumn Ball to Marian Anderson and her SCD Band at Allum Manor Hall, 2 Allum Lane, Elstree WD6 3PJ 

 Saturday 19 December Christmas Dance to Robert Whitehead and the Danelaw Band 

The following additional dance dates are confirmed for 2020. Events take place at St Columba’s Church, Pont Street, London SW1X 0BD 
unless otherwise stated. For details of all our events please visit www.rscdslondon.org.uk 

Combined Societies’ Dance 

Hosted by London Highland Club 
Saturday 4 April 2020 

7.00 - 10.30pm 
Doors open at 6.30pm 

St Columba’s Church, Pont Street  
SW1X 0BD 

The Sandy Nixon Trio 
 

Hooper’s Jig .......................... 8x32 J 
The Belle of Bon Accord ............ 4x32 S 
JB Milne............................... 8x32 R 
Inchmickery .......................... 5x32 J 
The Rose of the North .............. 8x32 S 
Scott Meikle .......................... 4x32 R 
Les Remparts de Séville ............ 8x32 J 
The Dream Catcher ................. 1x96 S 
Red House ............................ 8x40 R 
Postie’s Jig ........................... 4x32 J 
 

Glastonbury Tor ..................... 8x32 R 
City of Belfast ....................... 3x32 S 
Pelorus Jack .......................... 8x32 J 
Polharrow Burn ...................... 5x32 R 
The Gentleman ...................... 8x32 S 
The Kelloholm Jig ................... 8x32 J 
The Byron Strathspey ............... 3x32 S 
Major Ian Stewart ................... 8x32 J 
Montparnasse ........................ 4x32 S 
Mairi’s Wedding ..................... 8x40 R 
 

All dancers £13 including refreshments 
Programmes and cribs are on our website 

www.londonhighlandclub.co.uk 
For further details contact Frank Bennett on 
020 8715 2564  or fb.lhc@blueyonder.co.uk 

End of Season Dance 

Following the Branch AGM 

Saturday 13 June 2020 

Doors open at 6.15pm 

AGM 6.45 - 7.30pm 

Dance 7.30 - 10.30pm 

Upper Hall, 
St Columba’s Church,  
Pont Street SW1X 0BD 

Sandra Smith and Barbara Manning 
 

Mrs Stewart’s Jig ...................... 8x32 J 
The Reel of The Royal Scots ......... 8x32 R 
Neidpath Castle ....................... 3x32 S 
The Frisky .............................. 8x32 J 
The Hyperactive Reel ................. 8x32 R 
The Glasgow Highlanders ............ 8x32 S 
The Buchan Eightsome Reel ........ 1x400 R 
 

The Wild Geese ........................ 8x32 J 
The Countess of Dunmore’s Reel .... 8x32 R 
Gang the Same Gate .................. 8x32 S 
Farewell to Balfour Road ............. 1x96 J  
None so Pretty (London Pride) ...... 8x40 R 
Village Reel ............................ 8x32 S 
Postie’s Jig ............................. 4x32 J 
The Duke and Duchess of Edinburgh 
 .......................................... 8x40 R 

 

Admission includes light refreshments 
RSCDS members £12, non-members £14, 

full time students (with card) and  
spectators £6. All children (under 16) free 

All tickets to be purchased (cash only)  
on the door. All dances will be recapped 

Crib available at www.rscdslondon.org.uk 

The Reel received several correct solutions to our Christmas quiz on p16 of 
Reel 310. The first to be received on 2 December and therefore named The 
Reel Christmas Quizzer 2019 is again Elizabeth Bennett from Worcester 
Park, Surrey. The Reel sends congratulations to Elizabeth and first and 
second runners-up London Branch life member Jean Ruffhead from  
Glamis, Angus and Jon Allen-Friend from Toronto, Canada resp. and all 
others who managed to solve this quiz, especially if it was after a couple of  
glasses of port. 

Answers: 

1 Squadron Leader’s first name who devised The Blue 
 Mess Jacket (7) Douglas 
2 Longest serving editor of The Reel from 1978 (5) John Laurie 
3 Scottish battle dated 1314 (8) Bannockburn 
4 ‘The Scottish Play’ (1) Macbeth 
5 Twelfth century Scottish sovereign known as The Lion (3) William  
6 A Scottish dagger often worn by a piper (4) Scottish dirk 
7 Robert Burns’ mistress of his soul (6) Clarinda 
8 Who wrote ’Beautiful new bridge of the Silvery Tay’ (4) William 
 McGonagall 
9 Which Clan is the surname Taylor a Sept of (4) Cameron 
10 The dance Alex Queen devised, depicting the Black Watch cap 
 badge (1) Angus MacLeod 
11 Which Group Captain was The Gentleman (6) David Huxley 
12 What country did Ysobel Stewart move to in 1955 (3) South Africa 
13 Which saint arrived on Iona in 563AD (5) Columba 
14 New Mervyn Short dance in Reel 310 (9) Lochinver 
 

Anagram: Dan hid aged hill Regimental march pipe tune: Highland Laddie 
 

(One of four marches played by Canadian ‘Piper Bill’ Millin (1922-2010) 
on Sword beach and Pegasus Bridge during the D-Day landings in 
Normandy, on 6 June 1944). 

The Reel Christmas Quiz 2019 - Winner 

William Cumming, 
Piper to the Laird 
of Grant, 1714 
(displayed at 
National Museum 
of Scotland).  

What is not to love about taking hands with 
friends and whirling round the room to ancient 
Scottish melodies?  Audrey, my ten year old 
granddaughter from South London, and I, aged 

seventy, from the Isle of 
Wight, do this with great 
enjoyment, every few weeks 
at Battersea Rise Family 
Class (see p5). I grew up in 
Edinburgh and learnt 
Scottish country dancing at 
school, so ever since Audrey 
was a little girl we have 
practised at home, using 
You Tube to get suitable 
music. Now, however, 
having discovered the RSCDS 
in London, we can do our 
dancing properly. The 
teaching is carefully 

managed so that all ages and abilities can enjoy 
the experience. Indeed, recently Audrey’s 
grandad, Rob, joined in with great gusto. 
Having always declared himself to be terrified 
of country dancing, he was reassured by the 
kindness and friendliness of all there. Audrey 
and I are now looking forward to the ceilidh at 
Pont Street on 11 January for more jigging and 
reeling! Ed. I wonder how they got on?  

Family Class Reflections  

by Ursula Hutchinson 

http://www.rscdslondon.org.uk
http://www.rscdslondon.org.uk
http://www.londonhighlandclub.co.uk
mailto:fb.lhc@blueyonder.co.uk
http://www.rscdslondon.org.uk
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The diary on the Branch website is 
regularly updated. For a hard copy please 
send a SAE to Caroline Hamilton. 

All societies in the South East may submit 
their functions free for inclusion in the 
diary. 

Email diary@rscdslondon.org.uk or by post 
to Caroline Hamilton, 31 Boundary Road, 
Pinner, Middlesex HA5 1PW 

South East Dance Diary 

The Family Scottish Dancing Class will take 
place at Fresh Ground Church of the 
Nazarene, 68 Battersea Rise, London  
SW11 1EQ www.freshgroundlondon.com 

Saturdays 10.30 - 11.45am on 
14, 28 March, 25 April, 2, 16 May, 6 June 
2020 

 

Family Dance at St Columba’s Church, 
Pont Street on 13 June 2020 
Further details on p6 

Café available on the premises for 
refreshments 

With teachers James Fairbairn,  
Jenny Kendrick and Judith Jones 

Class fee £5 each/£10 family 

Railway station: Clapham Junction 

Please invite your friends and family to come 
along and have a go. 

For more information see the Branch website 
or please follow our Families in London 
Dance Scottish Facebook page. For further 
information please contact Marjory at 
classes@rscdslondon.org.uk 

Band Hall, 93 Guilford St, London WC1N 1DN 
Sundays 29 March, 3 May 2020  
11.30am – 1.30pm 

Technique Class for Advanced  
and Very Advanced Dancers 

with teachers Mervyn Short (29 March), 
Joan Desborough (3 May) 
and musicians Ian and Meryl Thomson 

A class aimed at advanced and 
very advanced dancers who 
are able to perform and 
execute all steps and 
formations to a high 
standard of dancing 
and assimilate 
instructions quickly. 

Class fee: £9 (RSCDS 
members) and £10  

(non-members). 
For details contact Jenny 

Kendrick classes@rscdslondon.org.uk 

Underground: Russell Square. 
Free on-street parking available. 
Note: Coram’s Fields is in the Ultra Low 
Emission Zone (ULEZ). 

Coram’s Fields 

The team had another successful season, 
continuing with the monthly format of 
classes taught by Mervyn Short, accompanied 
by Neil Esslemont or Sandra Smith. There 
were a few performances, as well as 
appearances at the open air dancing sessions 
in Kensington Gardens, and Dance Around 
the World at Cecil Sharp House. 

The aim of the team is to represent the 
Branch and to present the joys of Scottish 
country dancing to a wider audience – it is 
not just about competitions or showing  
intricate footwork to the cognoscenti! 

To this end we are looking for more 
volunteers of a competent standard to join 
the team, benefit from superb teaching, and 
be prepared to volunteer for events in and 
around London – we even have the 
occasional weekend trip to festivals such as 
the one run by Leeds Branch. The class fees 
contribute to the costs, but expenses are 
available for performances. 

The classes are in the Upper Hall of  
St Columba’s Church from 7.00 - 9.00pm. 

Please contact Elaine Davies on 
demteam@rscdslondon.org.uk if you are 
interested or would like more information. 

Representing the Branch 

Park Walk, London SW10 0AY 

Wednesdays 7.00 - 9.00pm during term time 

Last class of spring term is 25 March (Classes’ 
Easter Party - 1 April). Summer term is  
22 April - 20 May 

Beginners and Improvers 

with teacher Davinia Miln 

An introduction to basic steps and formations 
for new dancers while supporting improvers 
to develop their technique and general 
dancing skills. 

Technique Class for Intermediate 
and Advanced Dancers 

with teacher Pat Davoll (2nd half term) and 
Simon Wales (summer term) 

A technique class for dancers who have a 
good working knowledge of the steps and 
formations and who are looking to develop 
their technique, confidence, style and 
enjoyment of the dance. 

Class fee: £7 per night for RSCDS members, 
£9 per night for non-members. Termly rates 
available. 

Underground: South Kensington, Sloane 
Square. 

Free on-street parking available after 6.30pm 
(Chelsea match days 10.00pm) in nearby 
streets. 

Buses: 11, 22, 19, 49, 328, 319, 345 

No entry into the school permitted before 
6.40pm. No smoking or vaping on school 
premises. 

Contact: Jenny - classes@rscdslondon.org.uk 
Musicians: 
Adam Brady, Ian Cutts, Sandra Smith  

Park Walk Primary School 

St Columba’s Church 

Upper Hall, Pont St, London SW1X 0BD 

Wednesdays 2.30 - 4.30pm during term time 

Last class of spring term is 1 April. Summer 
term is 29 April - 24 June (half term 27 May) 

Mixed Ability  

 

with teacher Jeni Rutherford 

A social class suitable for dancers with at 
least some knowledge of basic steps and 
formations. Visitors welcome. 

Class fee: £7 per class to recorded music 

For further information contact Jeni at 
jenirutherford@virginmedia.com 

Underground: Knightsbridge, Sloane Square. 

Buses: 19, 22, 137, 452, C1 

Richmond 

Venue: TBC. Please contact Judith on 
richmondclass@rscdslondon.org.uk 

Wednesdays 7.30 - 10.00pm during term 
time (beginners 7.30 - 9.00pm, improvers 
8.00 - 10.00pm) 

Last class of spring term is 1 April 2020. 
Summer term is 22 April - 20 May 

Beginners and Improvers 

with teacher Judith Jones 

An introduction to basic steps and formations 
for new dancers while supporting others to 
develop their technique and general dancing 
skills. 

Class fee: £6 per class to recorded music 

Underground/Train: Richmond. 
Buses: 65, 190, 371, 391, 419, 490, 493, H22, 
H37, R68, R70 

Families in London  
Dance Scottish 

The London Branch runs a large number of classes throughout the year. 
Some of these are regular classes during term-time; others are specialist 

classes in advanced technique and classes for young people. 


 
 

 

mailto:diary@rscdslondon.org.uk?subject=South%20East%20Dance%20Diary
http://www.freshgroundlondon.com
http://www.rscdslondon.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/Families-in-London-Dance-Scottish-464976483877706/
https://www.facebook.com/Families-in-London-Dance-Scottish-464976483877706/
mailto:classes@rscdslondon.org.uk
https://www.rscdslondon.org.uk/category/branchactivities/branchclasses/techniqueclass/
https://www.rscdslondon.org.uk/category/branchactivities/branchclasses/sundayadvancedtechniqueclass/
mailto:classes@rscdslondon.org.uk
https://tfl.gov.uk/modes/driving/ultra-low-emission-zone
https://tfl.gov.uk/modes/driving/ultra-low-emission-zone
mailto:demteam@rscdslondon.org.uk
https://www.rscdslondon.org.uk/category/branchactivities/branchclasses/basicskillsandimprovers/
mailto:classes@rscdslondon.org.uk
https://www.rscdslondon.org.uk/category/branchactivities/branchclasses/mixedabilityclass/
mailto:jenirutherford@virginmedia.com
mailto:richmondclass@rscdslondon.org.uk
https://www.rscdslondon.org.uk/category/branchactivities/branchclasses/basicskillsandimprovers/
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LB90 - New Scottish Dance Devising Competition update - THERE IS STILL TIME – JUST! 
Six months were allocated for the invitation and submission period for new dances 
yet, by Christmas few entries were received. It was decided that if a mere minimal 

number were received then the competition would be cancelled, which would have been a 
pity. We are pleased however, to report that sufficient newly devised dances have now 
been received to make the competition worthwhile. Most UK and eReel subscribers will have 
received this magazine on 29 February and even at this eleventh hour further entries up to 
midnight on 1 March can be submitted to newdance90@rscdslondon.org.uk 
Note: that the revised details of this competition can be found prominently on the opening 
page, on London Branch website www.rscdslondon.org.uk 

Saturday 13 June 2020, 6.45pm 
Upper Hall, St Columba’s Church, Pont St 

All members and friends of London Branch 
are invited to attend both the AGM and the 
End of Season Dance which follows, although 
only members may vote at the AGM. 

Please join us for this short (45 minutes) 
meeting, learn about what London Branch 
has been doing and be part of its plans for 
the future. 

Share your thoughts and ideas: the Branch 
committee welcomes your thoughts on the 
running of the Branch, throughout the year 
as well as during the AGM discussions. 

If you would like to submit a formal written 
motion, to be included on the AGM agenda, 
this should be proposed and seconded by 
branch members and received by the Branch 
Secretary by 31 March 2020. 

Become involved: why not be part of the 
running of the Branch? From lessons to 
dances, finances, demonstrations and the 
paper, online and face to face 
communications that make it all happen, the 
Branch depends upon the skills, experience 
and goodwill of its members. 

London Branch covers a wide area with 
classes and dances in the centre of town and 
affiliate groups keeping Scottish country 
dance alive and flourishing further afield. If 
Scottish country dance enhances your life, 
please consider becoming part of the team 
that keeps this going.   

We have 12 committee positions, 3 currently 
unfilled, and all open for nominations. 
Written nominations, signed by the nominee, 
a proposer and seconder, all London Branch 
members, should be received by the 
Secretary by 31 March 2020. Find forms at 
www.rscdslondon.org.uk/rscds-london-
branch-agm/  
What is it like being on the committee? 
Views from some current committee 
members: 

RSCDS London Annual General Meeting Notice 13 June 2020 

Adieu to Quadrille Club  
by Libby Curzon 

A wonderful day of dancing was had by all at 
the Last Chance Salon on 15 December 2019 
in Cecil Sharp House! This was the last 
Quadrille Club hosted by Ellis and Chris 
Rogers. They are retiring from Quadrille Club 
which they set up in 1984. 

Around 60 dancing friends from near and far, 
and Quadrille Club members past and present 
gathered to give them a great send-off! 
People came from France, Hungary, Sicily, 
Switzerland, Wales and nearer home from 
Norfolk. Scottish dancers joined us and 
English folk dancers too. 

A presentation of a commemorative stained 
glass plaque was made to Ellis and Chris by 
members of Quadrille Club. Anne Daye of 
The Historical Dance Society presented a 
framed print of the historic ‘Ball at Dublin 
Castle’. A speech was made to thank Ellis for 
his key role in the revival of the quadrille, 
his research and teaching of dance steps for 
the quadrille. It was recognised how this has 
been the foundation of many groups in 
England and how this dance form has spread.  
Thanks were also made to Chris for her 
contribution in supporting Ellis and teaching 
and wonderful choreography over the years. 

Many favourite quadrilles and country dances 
including Fight about the Fireside as a triple 
minor were danced and some fun ones 
including The Ostrich Stomp! A wonderful 
champagne dessert buffet was shared and 
toast raised. A very fitting send off. 

The monthly Sunday workshops will be 
continued by Mrs Bennet’s Ballroom who now 
run the Sunday Club, so all are welcome to 
continue this great tradition. 

www.mrsbennet.co.uk 

Doyens and authorities of the quadrille, 
Ellis (at the grand age of 89) and 
Chris Rogers in Cecil Sharp House, London 
at their retirement party from teaching, 
(15 December 2019).  

Family Dance 

Saturday 13 June 2020 
2.00 - 4.00pm 

St Columba’s Upper Church Hall, Pont 
Street, London SW1X 0BD 

Dance to the music of Sandra Smith 
Programme: A selection of dances from 
Circassian Circle, The Flying Scotsman, Gay 
Gordons, A Reel for Jeannie, The Waratah 
Weaver, The Dashing White Sergeant, Jig to 
the Music, The Sailor, Sheena’s Saunter, 
Flowers of Edinburgh, Highland Fair, Davy’s 
Locker, Cumberland Reel, The Barmkin, 
Virginia Reel 
 

Dance Admission (cash only):  
£12 per family or £4 per dancer 

All young dancers, their families, friends 
and teachers are welcome.   

The dances in the afternoon will be talked 
and walked through. 

 

For more further information e-mail 
childrensclass@rscdslondon.org.uk 

For updates, please check our Facebook 
page: Families in London Dance Scottish or 

www.rscdslondon.org.uk 

In black and white £6 per column cm, in 
colour £8.50 per column cm (three 
columns per page). A listing in the Other 
SCD Organisations section costs £30 per 
annum pro rata. All advertisers receive a 
complimentary copy of The Reel. Send 
adverts for the Forthcoming Events pages 
to Meryl at danceads@rscdslondon.org.uk  

 

Other adverts and enquiries on pricing to 
the Business Editor Jeff Robertson at 
businesseditor@rscdslondon.org.uk 

The Reel Advertising Rates 

Margaret Shaw: I think that I have one of the 
best committee jobs – Dances. Once the hall, 
band, programme and MCs are in place all 
that is left for me to do is to provide a few 
refreshments and watch the dancers enjoying 
themselves. Having volunteered for a 
particular job we are trusted to get on with 
it. Any issues arising can be shared/solved at 
the next committee meeting. 

Thelma-Jane Robb: I design the Branch 
flyers, adverts and any print material other 
than the Reel. I also help with catering. 

Simon Wales: Treasurer is one of the most 
clearly defined roles on the Branch 
committee and one which requires a 
particular set of skills. That said, it is very 
rewarding, keeping the Branch on an even 
financial keel and, as a Trustee, keeping us 
within the law. 

Joanne Lawrence: as secretary, I provide 
administrative services including formal 
minutes, letters and the monthly eUpdate. 
I think it is important for newer dancers like 
me to help shape the future of the Branch. 

Jenny Kendrick: as Classes Convenor, I have 
the, not always, easy task of sourcing 
teachers and musicians for weekly classes. 
I am fortunate to have a huge amount of 
support from branch members who 
coordinate specific classes, or help by 
booking venues, taking money, keeping 
registers, etc. 

Mel Rowland: In my first year on the 
committee, I am fortunate at being 
surrounded by other committee members 
who, between them, have many years of 
experience and committee activity (as well 
as dancing of course). It has been interesting 
seeing how many people are involved in 
organising London events and I have enjoyed 
playing a small role in this. 

And finally, in the words of our chair, dancer 
and MC extraordinaire, Jim Cook, 

“It is your Society! Come and join the team 
and have a say in the future of the Branch in 
its 91st year”. 

Current Officers and members of the 
committee are eligible for re-election:  
Chair:   Jim Cook (2019)* 
Vice-Chair: Vacancy 
Secretary: Joanne Lawrence (2017) 
Treasurer:  Simon Wales (2003) 
Ordinary: Margaret Shaw (2007), 
Elaine Davies (2009), George Potts (2009), 
Thelma-Jane Robb (2011), Jenny Kendrick 
(2015), Mel Rowland (2019), Vacancy (x2) 

* not standing for re-election  

mailto:newdance90@rscdslondon.org.uk
http://www.rscdslondon.org.uk/
https://www.rscdslondon.org.uk/rscds-london-branch-agm/
https://www.rscdslondon.org.uk/rscds-london-branch-agm/
https://www.rscdslondon.org.uk/rscds-london-branch-agm/
http://www.mrsbennet.co.uk
mailto:childrensclass@rscdslondon.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/Families-in-London-Dance-Scottish-464976483877706/
http://www.rscdslondon.org.uk
mailto:danceads@rscdslondon.org.uk
mailto:businesseditor@rscdslondon.org.uk
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Music Matters 

The Sunday Class, Recorded Highlights Vol. 1 with music from  
Jim Lindsay and his Scottish Dance Band. CD available for £13 at 
www.thesundayclass.org.uk/shop.html 

Dances: Raising the Anchor (5x32R), The Globe Inn (8x32J), Miss Nidra 
Aitken (3x32S), Forward to Frankfurt (8x40R), Land of the Heather Hills 
(8x40J), Hungarian Bride (5x48R), Five Penny Ness (5x32J), Celebration 

at Higham (8x32S), The Flitting of Lorn (4x32R), Saint Andrew’s Jig (4x32J), 
Duddingston Loch (5x32S), Osgood MacKenzie of Inverewe (4x32R), Stanford 

Swing (8x40J), “Deer” Friends (8x32S), The New York Hornpipe (8x48R). 

Jim Lindsay has once again assembled a six-piece band, including two fiddles, for a recording 
that sounds like it may be the first of a series by the Sunday Club. The dances come from a 
wide range of sources, with the instructions and lead tune for Osgood MacKenzie of Inverewe 
included in the CD booklet. 

I am a big fan of the sound that this band makes, and I was not disappointed by this latest 
release, with contrasting sections, and attractive use made of the different combinations 
available. I particularly enjoyed the track for The Flitting of Lorn, which takes the original 
tune, Ian Burns’ well-known Spootiskerry, and treats it to a set of variations and styles, for 
accordion, piano, fiddles and full band. 

Jim has always enjoyed giving variety through musical adaptation, so it is no surprise to find 
that for the Hungarian Bride he adds Liszt to the original Brahms tune, with good effect! The 
set for Stanford Swing takes as its original Jumping Bean, by Canadian light-music composer 
Robert Farnon, which is claimed to have been used as a signature tune around the world more 
times than any other piece, including for the radio’s Melody Hour. Naturally, Jim has found 
some other theme tunes that he can use to accompany this. 

These sets are great fun, but the more traditional sets also come across really well, 
combining, matching and arranging tunes by a great variety of older and modern composers. 
Muriel Johnstone’s tunes appear in several sets, including a trio of strathspeys for Miss Nidra 
Aitken, led off with a fiddle duet for the original tune. 

There is plenty more to enjoy for listening or dancing, and I am sure many will be interested 
to explore some of these less familiar dances in order to make the most of this recording. 

Bands 

You might like to know?  

 

We are all aware that collective nouns such as murmuration or parliament add colour to our 
language. But what are those nouns used to describe groups within dancing?  We can say a  

semitone of piano accordionists, a troupe/ a group/ a side/ (flight – male, float – female) of  

dancers, a programme of dances, a forest/ a scrape of fiddlers, a circle/ a party of friends, 
an orchestra/ a band of musicians, a pound of pianists, a disappointment/ a march/ a poverty/ 
a saltmarsh/ a skirl of pipers, a clan of Scots, and a quiz/ a staff of teachers.  

But are there others out there that you know of? 

(The rump roast of collective nouns given above was mainly found on the internet). 

IAN ROBERTSON AND HIS SCOTTISH 
COUNTRY DANCE BAND 

Solo, duo or trio available for Scottish 
country dances, classes, weddings, ceilidhs 
and reeling events.  
Contact Ian Robertson on 01296 630682 or 
ibrobertson@btinternet.com 

 

THE FRANK REID SCOTTISH DANCE BAND 

Broadcasting band for Scottish country 
dances, Reeling, Ceilidhs and Weddings. Any 
size of band from one to seven with PA to 
match from 100 to 2000 watts. Particularly 
interested in any ideas for expansion of 
ceilidh market. The Granary, Park Lane, 
Finchampstead, Wokingham RG40 4QL. Tel/
Fax: 0118 932 8983 or reel@frankreid.com 

 

CALEDONIAN REELERS 

Well established three-piece SCD band, 
consisting of accordionist, fiddler and 
drummer. Caller/piper can also be supplied. 
Available for RSCDS dances, ceilidhs, 
weddings, reeling. Anywhere, anytime for 
your function. Please contact Derek Chappell 
01206 764232 / Mary Felgate 07866 757401 
or further information, or 
derek_chappell@aol.co.uk 
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Contact: Mike McGuinness Tel: 020 8398 6799
or Tel/Fax: 020 8546 0075 (business hours)

 

CD Review by Jeremy Hill               

Game, Set….and turn right hand by Jeremy Hill 

Plans for a quiet and relaxing Thursday afternoon at St Andrews Summer 
School, were put to one side after a tap on the shoulder during lunch the day 
before: “We are looking for some dancers to help with a ‘hush, hush’ item. 
There will be some filming, in the Younger Hall,” Rachel Shankland said. We 
were certainly intrigued. We found that alongside Grace and me, David Hall, 
Alice Stainer, Fiona Mackie, Ian Russell and Andrew McCausland would be 
involved, with music from Luke Brady. 

When we got there, with the ladies dressed in black dem dresses and sashes, 
Rachel had us practising a number of dances, including The Triumph, Light 
and Airy, The Robertson Rant and St Andrew’s Fair. We still were not quite 
sure what was going to happen, only that there would be two ‘celebrities’, 
and we were going to try to get them dancing. After some time, they arrived: 
Judy Murray and antiques expert Angus Ashworth accompanied by a small 
crew – the director/main cameraman and a couple of helpers. We were to 
help with a section to be included in Celebrity Antiques Road Trip, when they 
visited St Andrews. 

The filming was in several pieces, with Rachel chatting to Judy and Angus 
about the history of SCD while the rest of the team danced in the 
background; Luke playing the music for the various dances; some of the whole 
team dancing; a section when Judy and Angus learnt the steps; and finally a 
chance for them to join in, dancing St Andrew’s Fair. I had the pleasure of 
dancing with Judy, and Grace was partnered with Angus. I think I got the 
better of that deal: Judy clearly remember some dancing from her childhood 
in Dunblane, and was quite capable (notwithstanding her Strictly Come 
Dancing appearance!) whilst Angus also managed to get around. 

We have now had a chance to see the end result, as the episode was shown 
on 7 October 2019 being the first in the latest series (9). There was plenty of 
excellent coverage of the history of the Society. The dancing showed up well, 
though, as often seems to be the case on such programmes, the producers 
were less concerned with matching the dancing with the music. I can now 
extend the game of who is the most famous person you know? to who is the 
most famous person you have danced on television with? Thanks, Judy, I hope 
to see you in the Younger Hall another time! See photos at www.rscds.org 

http://www.thesundayclass.org.uk/shop.html
mailto:ibrobertson@btinternet.com
mailto:reel@frankreid.com
mailto:derek_chappell@aol.co.uk
https://www.rscds.org/blog/rscds-dancers-enjoy-dancing-judy-murray-bbc
http://www.scottishdanceshoe.co.uk/
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Ninety Years Young by Stephen Webb 

This year marks ninety years of London being a branch of the 
SCDS and later (from 1947 when Princess Elizabeth became its 
Patron) the RSCDS. In that time the SCD scene in London has 
seen many highlights and these can be read about over that time 
well, certainly since September 1951 in the Branch magazine 
The Reel – all Issues being held in PDF form in The Reel Archive 
on our website - like the Society’s 82 Issues of the Bulletin up 
to 2004 (supplemented with 12 issues of Newsbrief 
up to May 2005) and subsequently through 
the 29 editions of the current Scottish 
Country Dancer, it records these 
London Branch activities. But 
unlike headquarters, for 
London there is a 
shortfall of records 
which at best are 
sketchy for those earlier 
years from 1930. In 2010 
for our Branch’s 80th 
Anniversary Wilson Nicol 
researched this period. In that 
article, from a time when 
Letters were known as 
Correspondence and Publicity as 
Propaganda Wilson explains, 
‘James Garvie in 1957 mentioned in 
Reel 37, The London Branch has been 
unfortunate in losing its early records. The 
loss of the original minute book, through 
the untimely death of Mrs Law, who when she died 
in 1940, had been Branch secretary for a number of years; and 
later, the loss of another minute book which contained a record 
of the Branch’s activities during WW2, are two incidents which 
can only be regretted.’ To paraphrase Oscar Wilde ‘To lose one 
minute book may be regarded as a misfortune; to lose two ...’ 
We do know though from RSCDS HQ that The Hon. Victoria Bruce 

(Obit Reel No.4 p4) was our first President which until 1953 was equivalent to the position of chairman. In 1953 with Hugh Foss as president the 
position changed to chairman. The position of Hon. President was instituted two years later with James Garvie being its first and Rachel Wilton 
our seventh. Our first chairman to be called the chairman was Hugh Foss and Jim Cook is our nineteenth different named chairman with Bill 

Ireland, Alex Westwood and Andrew Kellett serving more than one term. This information is in 
addition to Wilson’s findings for our 80th Anniversary 
published in Reel 271 & 272 on p5 & p8 resp. in which 
benefactor Elizabeth MacLauchlan had a significant     
pre-1930 role in forming London Branch. And then later 
Marilyn Healy’s interesting HQ archive researches on p17 
of Reel 276. In 1972-73 Ellen Garvie, also a past  
Hon. President, wrote four articles entitled Our Branch in 
Reels 119-123 and these have been précised on p12 by 
our current Hon. President, Rachel Wilton. 

To the right is a table of Chairmen and Hon. Presidents 
that there are records for.  
*If any reader can shed any further light on this period 
please write to editor@rscdslondon.co.uk 

From the London Branch Archives  
From left back row: John Armstrong, Bill Ireland, Imrie Stoker & Robert 
Ferguson. From left front row: Barbara Dewar, Margaret Simpson, Ellen 
Garvie & Mary Stoker 
*Believed to be the Bloomsbury Centre Hotel, London (29 June 1980). 

Year took office President 

1930* Hon. Victoria Bruce 

1937* Mrs Baillie Hamilton 

1951?* Hugh Foss OBE 

Year took office Chairman 

1953 Hugh Foss OBE 

1954 Janet Irene Stewart 

1957 Alastair Ross 

1960 P Alexander Westwood 

1963 James (Jimmy) G B Anderson 

1965 P Alexander Westwood 

1968 William J Ireland 

1971 Norman Nicoll KBE 

1972  William J Ireland 

1975 P Alexander Westwood 

1978 William J Ireland 

1981 John Laurie 

1984 William J Ireland 

1987  Mary Barker 

1990 Andrew Cockett 

1993  Wilson Nicol 

1996  Andrew Kellett 

1999  Simon Wales 

2002 Owen A Meyer 

2005 Rachel Wilton 

2008  Jeff Robertson 

2011 Angela Young 

2013  Andrew Kellett 

2016  Margaret Catchick 

2019 Jim Cook 

Year took office Hon. President 

1955 James Garvie 

1972 Robert S Ferguson 

1974 H Edward Shank 

1979  Ellen Garvie 

1982 P Alexander Westwood 

1996 Mary Stoker 

2013  Rachel Wilton A young Alex Westwood with the Saltire. 

mailto:editor@rscdslondon.co.uk
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Ninety Years Young continued - Meet Five Past Chairmen 

The following past Committee Members remember some of our past chairmen in that role during their time. Names are all very well but photos 
and recollections can help to bring them to life. 
Jimmy Anderson (now a mentally agile 98) and past chairman, treasurer and Reel editor in his own 
right, who served on the committee from 1955-65 remembers Janet Irene Stewart. Our thanks go to 
Lindsey Jane Rousseau for meeting again with Jimmy and recording for us his recollections. Lindsey 
writes: 
‘Jimmy has clear memories of Irene Stewart (called Irené by Robert Ferguson at the time). She was a 
charming person, always polite and, although slightly deaf, was an excellent Chairman. Committee 
meetings were held in her mansion flat (near Westminster Cathedral) and were lively, always well 
run as she was firm but not bossy and there were discussions but never rows. The meetings ended 
with tea and Irene’s homemade shortbread biscuits. Irene was a practitioner of the Alexander 
Technique and always sat ‘bolt upright’. She and Alastair Ross were the original members of the 
London Branch who increased the size of the Branch, which was very small to start with, whilst they 
were in London and they were very active members. Eventually, Alastair returned to Scotland and Irene 

herself did later too’. (For Irene’s obit see Reel 194 p2). 

Peter Knapman served on the committee from 1973-79, remembers his chairman Alex Westwood who 
also became Hon. President in 1982: 

‘Alex was a very much larger than life character who always seemed to be enthusiastic with a smile 
on his face. During my time in London I have many memories of Alex both as part of the dem team 
and on the committee. He was in his element when demonstrations involved audience participation - 
a chance for the novice to join in. On these occasions Alex often chose Johnny Groat’s House as a 
suitable dance - I suspect that these were the only occasions when I, and many of us, ever danced 

this dance. His commanding presence cajoling and encouraging the inexperienced into ‘having a go’. 
Alex was an unassuming person and got on and did what was necessary. On one occasion when Alex and 

I were tasked with carving the cold roast beef for the day school lunch, I mentioned that I had a 
particular dislike of cold roast beef, Alex replied, “that he was vegetarian and actually found the smell of 

meat rather repulsive”. Whilst we both found this rather amusing, I admired his willingness and happy demeanour to do what he 
was asked to do despite it being a rather unpleasant task.’ (For Alex’s obit see Reel 216 p7). 
 

Jenny Greene was on the committee from 1973-2000 before becoming a vice-president and 
remembers her friend and chairman Bill Ireland (who also became a vice-president in 2002). 
‘Not sure what to say about Bill as Chairman, except I think he was good. As you can imagine, he was 
very positive, he did not ‘waffle’. We discussed matters and decisions were made. There is very 
extensive two-page obituary in Reel 243 which readers can refer to in the archives. Of course John 
Drewry devised the jig The Dancing Master in his honour to mark Bill’s retirement from his very long 
role as teacher to the London Branch Dem Team.’ A further anecdote that was reported in Reel 243 
from John Laurie reads as follows: In 1979 when Bill was Branch Chairman he was much involved in 
the selection of the dances which were published to celebrate the Branch’s Golden Jubilee. Jim 
MacLeod’s Band made a record which included these dances. Among the other dances was The Starry 

Eyed Lassie. Jim composed a second tune for that dance in Bill’s 
honour. It is simply called ‘Bill lreland’. 

Colin McEwen who served on the committee from 1981-85 mainly as treasurer remembers John Laurie 
(who later became vice-president from 1999-2014). 
‘Two particular aspects of John's approach to the role of Branch Chairman, both being in the field of 
developing new/younger members. The first was training novice MCs, giving guidance and helpful 
hints without sounding over-critical. The second was John's support of music and musical activities - 
writing recording reviews for The Reel, encouraging the Branch Musicians’ workshops, and being a 
fount of knowledge on tunes and their background (including how 

to pronounce Balquhidder, as in the strathspey). I am glad to 
have had the pleasure of working with John.’  

(For John’s obit see Reel 290 p8). 

Peter Luke served on the committee from 1989-2000 mainly as treasurer and remembers 
Wilson Nicol (who later became vice-president from 2013-2018).  

‘Wilson moved up to Branch chairman at the same AGM that I was elected treasurer. Jean Nicol was 
a member of the committee so we travelled up from Reading together. Wilson always enjoyed 
playing Devil’s Advocate and challenging convention by writing to The Reel as Auld Nick. Looking back 
some of the changes he introduced continue to this day! The number of meetings of the full 
committee was reduced with increased responsibility for sub-committees. We noticed that the number 
of dancers prepared to come into Central London was falling off so classes were held in the suburbs. 
There was also the aim to reduce the average age of Branch members from 54 as revealed in the survey in 1992. Towards the end of Wilson’s 
chairmanship it was decided that Branches should become Charities in their own right; as treasurer I appreciated guidance from Wilson and also 
from incoming chairman Andrew Kellett and former chairman Mary Barker’. (For Wilson’s obit see Reel 306 pp15/16). 

2019 1985 

2004 c1988 

2018 2006 

2005 2006 

Denise Audrey (née Cruikshank) Haugh 
5 June 1936 - 1 November 2019 

Denise was born in Cairo to 
Scottish parents and grew 
up in Britain. She was 
the only surviving child; 
her five siblings died in 
infancy. Her family was 
important to her: she 
had three children, 
eight grandchildren and 

by the time of her death 
five great-grandchildren. 
I was privileged to attend 

some of her family barbecues, when her 
house and garden was filled with family 
members. When I first met Denise in the 
early 1990s she was a merry widow, having 
been married twice. On 13 March 2004 Norris 

A Friendly and Cheerful Dancer from Daniel Capron 

Haugh, an accomplished Scottish country 
dancer, became her third husband (see 
Reel 248 p6). He accompanied Denise on 
overseas trips as the piper, Norris is 
remembered in Reel 269 p14. 

She was always an enthusiastic, friendly and 
cheerful dancer and when John Lawrie 
ceased running Monday Nights SCD evenings 
at St Columba's Church, she became one of 
the MCs and later also took over from Bob 
Harman as Convenor, and continued in these 
roles until she was 80. Because the convenor 
was also required to be a church member 
and Denise was, these dancing evenings 
survived. Denise also, for many years, ran 
her local club, the Shene SCD Group. She 
wrote a history of the group, a shorter 
version appeared in Reel 302 p13. She helped 

Kay Senior set up the Chiswick SCD Club, 
taking all the classes in their first term. 
Then, through teaching in the early days she 
helped me set up the Gay Gordons. But she 
did not restrict her dancing to the UK. When 
she retired in 1996, she went to Botswana as 
a volunteer and danced with groups there 
and in South Africa – see her article as Denise 
Hora in Reel 229 p1. As part of the Borough 
of Richmond's twinning arrangements she 
took groups of dancers from Shene et al to 
Fontainebleau (see Reel 262 p14) and also 
Konstanz, where we took part in festivals.  

As a professional caterer, working for the 
Metropolitan Police and other organisations 
she was well placed to lead refreshment 
teams at dances and other events, such as 
church lunches. She was particularly popular 
around Burns’ Night, preparing haggis suppers 
for many groups including London Branch. 

Lives Remembered continues on p16 

2019 1959 

2007 
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The Dancing World… 
1. Nicol McLaren (accordion) with Graham Berry 
(keyboard) and Graham Hamilton (drums) include some 
seasonal tunes at the London Branch Christmas Dance, 
(14 December 2019). 

7. Under Ken Martlew’s guidance and to the uplifting music of Barbara Manning 
on keyboard, BSRC Dem Team show MacLeod’s Table as part of a Derek Haynes
dance medley and as a tribute to the late Maureen Haynes, to the 50+ guests at 
the BSRC LEx Dance, Bovingdon Memorial Hall, (6 December 2019). 3. Chris and Julie Dewhurst 

6. Natalie Maude and Roger Keeling getting helpings of haggis, neeps and tatties from the serving line
left George Potts (out of view), Lena Robinson, Steve Oakes, Valerie Strachan, Rona Black, Gilly Austin, Joan 
Rogers and Willie Lawrence (out of view) at St Columba’s Dancers’ Burns’ Night, (27 January 2020). 

2. Pat and Donald Wilson with their favourite band – down 
from Newcastle, The Danelaw Band aka David Ashbridge 
drums, Alan Brown keyboard and leader Robert Whitehead 
to celebrate Donald’s 85th birthday at his Grand Ball held 
at William Collyn Centre, Cambridge, 
(14 December 2019).  

5. Chris Hood, Pat Davoll and Marjory Reid setting in line in Margaret Parker's 
Strathspey at the London Branch Christmas Dance, (14 December 2019). 

4. Graham Wort and that sporran! 

Thistle Hogmanay  
Dance, Great 
Brickhill Parish Hall, 
(31 December 2019). 

The Reel Issue 311 Page 11 

…in Pictures 

s guidance and to the uplifting music of Barbara Manning 
as part of a Derek Haynes’ 

dance medley and as a tribute to the late Maureen Haynes, to the 50+ guests at 
December 2019).  

6. Natalie Maude and Roger Keeling getting helpings of haggis, neeps and tatties from the serving line-up from 
Oakes, Valerie Strachan, Rona Black, Gilly Austin, Joan 

Night, (27 January 2020).  

10. Dancing St Margaret’s Loch in the presence of special guest and deviser 
Margaret Damell at Harrow and District Caledonian Society’s New Year Ball, 
Allum Manor Hall, Elstree, (3 January 2020). 

8. Guests, including two visitors from Slovenia, enjoying haggis at the London 
Branch Burns’ Ceilidh, (11 January 2020). View Ian Rutherford’s address to a haggis 
at https://youtu.be/W8AURDn-GQA 

11. Trust Bill Barr – his Christmas jumper says it all as he 
enjoys the company of the festively apparelled Dawn 
Dorman and Joan Desborough at the fun BSRC Christmas 
Party held at Potten End VH, (17 December 2019).  

9. London Branch Chairman Jim 
Cook being greeted at the AGM 
in Perth by one of the Stewards, 
(2 November 2019). 

12. Karen Ross on tea rota duty 
at the Lucy Clark SCD Club in 
Wendover, (7 November 2019).  

13. Margaret Lambourne, RSCDS 
IB Secretary, reading Reel 309 at 
The Autumn Gathering, Perth, 
(2 November 2019).  

https://youtu.be/J-exEIquisg
https://youtu.be/W8AURDn-GQA
https://youtu.be/W8AURDn-GQA
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dresses were worn on at least one occasion. 
Unblocked ballet shoes were unknown to 
Scottish dancers, and ladies wore black 
ghillies like the men. We did, however, 
remove the metal eyelets to avoid tearing 
silk stockings, which in real money terms 
were much more expensive than tights - and 
they laddered. Some less expert dancers 
wore black pumps with hard soles which 
made a pointed toe impossible. 

An article from Hugh Foss sent to Ellen 
Garvie recalled the first demonstration team 
to dance abroad. In July 1937 the Inter-Celtic 
Congress and Festival was to be held at 
Perros-Guirec in Brittany and London Branch 
were to be represented with a team of  
11 dancers (including Hugh Foss, Irene 
Stewart and Mrs Law), taking six weeks to 
train and getting a final polish before 
departure from Miss Milligan resolving such 
issues as how to dance the reel of four in  
The Glasgow Highlanders. At the event 
applause was received for the lead down and 
up in The Glasgow Highlanders. A hum of 
admiration as first woman and second man 
glided into four hands across in Haughs o’ 
Cromdale. An open-air platform so springy 
that they never knew whether they would 
meet it coming up or going down and too 
small for Meg Merrilees. And the Foursome 
Reel inspired by an audience which had  
crept unawares on a team in practice and 
earned the comment, “It was no bad” from 
Gaelic Angus. What of the highlights? 
Angus Macauley’s piping and Roy Robertson’s 
Highland Fling was so spectacular that half 
the audience thought it must be the climax 
of the concert and left before the singing of 
the Breton Anthem!  

The atmosphere at the dances was friendly 
(Mrs Law always called them parties) and this 
was helped by having a catering committee 
of Miss Irving and friends. Sadly, Mrs Law 
passed away in late 1941 and had been the 
Branch mainstay for nearly 10 years. It was 
agreed that James Garvie should take over. 
This committee and some of the younger 
members served refreshments; the youngest 

served ice cream and was allowed to eat her 
fill, fortunately she was never very partial to 
ice cream. We never needed a band, just 
Miss Kaye (until the spring of 1944 the music 
was generally provided by her). Small and 
past middle life, she inspired our dancing. 
The printed music was purely ornamental, 
her eyes watched the dancers while her 

  Glimpses into the Branch’s Early Days by Rachel Wilton (Hon. President) 

Confucius says, “Study 
the past if you would 
define the future.” As 
we approach our 90th 
Anniversary this seems 
an appropriate time to 

recall our early history. 
The following article has 

been mainly drawn from four 
more extensive articles by Ellen Garvie, 
whose father was James Garvie, written in 
1972-73 (Reels 119,120,121,123), reflecting   
1928-1947. 

In 1930 there were in existence only 
thirteen branches of the Scottish Country 
Dance Society, and all of these in Scotland. 
What was more logical than expansion to the 
Metropolis, where there is always a nucleus 
of Scots ready to support any particular 
national activity. It is reported that, in any 
case, Miss Milligan had done some spade 
work by taking a few classes in a hall off 
Baker Street during 1928-30. The start of the 
Branch was not spectacular; indeed, it 
sounds almost casual. In the words of 
Mrs Hugh Ross, the first Secretary, “It was 
Mrs Stewart of Fasnacloich who asked my 
sister-in-law to try and involve me in the  
first place and Miss Victoria Bruce, 
Miss Moorehouse and I got together and  
made a start.” As simple as that. 

The pattern into which activities settled 
was then much as now. Not weekly classes, 
but a weekly class. Winter dances, yes, but 
not at Fetter Lane; we were too small and in 
any case activities centred in Kensington. At 
first there was no regular teacher, Mrs Law 
(who became Secretary in 1931 as Mrs Ross 
was back in Scotland) and Tom Bazalgette 
undertook the task as required. 
Miss Southgate was the first appointed 
teacher. She was relieved for a season by 
Miss Martin (about 1934) and returned to her 
duties as Mrs Sandison. Classes were well 
attended - usually six to eight sets. Out of a 
membership which was around seventy or 
eighty, this was pretty good.   

The peak year was 1934 when a 
membership of 100 was recorded. 
What would happen now if three-
quarters of the members attended 
classes? By 1935 an advanced class 
suitable for training a demonstration 
team was started. It was to be taught 
by each qualified member of the class 
in turn to give them teaching 
practice. This arrangement could not 
have lasted long, for by 1937–8 
Hugh Foss was taking the advanced 
class and demonstration practices 
were extra to any class. Hugh cut his 
teeth as a teacher on Book 12, Fiddle 
Faddle, The Yellow-Haired Laddie, 
Sodger Laddie - difficult dances when 
previously only Books 1-11 were 
available. Hugh was in his element 
phrasing reels of three with 
mathematical precision in a class 
which usually managed two sets. 

Miss Milligan’s visits were always 
highlights. She first visited the 
Branch shortly after it started and 
thereafter fairly regularly. Hugh Foss 
says of Miss Milligan, “We found it 
difficult to say exactly how Miss Milligan was 
such a good teacher, but none of us had any 
doubt that she was. ‘She did not teach us 
anything and yet we learned a lot’, was the 
comment from one of that team”. 

Teams dressed much as today, but while 
white dresses were usual, they were not 
always a must, and plain coloured cotton 

fingers brought magic from the piano 
keyboard. In December 1941 she was made 
an Honorary Member of the Branch. 

It is difficult to pass on the spirit of the 
Branch in those early years. Perhaps it can 
be understood when it is remembered that 
September 1939 brought blackouts, 
reorganized lives, scattered membership 
and, for those remaining, the tensions of 
living in wartime London. Dancing did not 
stop. On 21 October 1939, practice classes 
started in a basement of the Rembrandt 
Hotel. Lady Thomson (Hon. Treasurer) 
arranged for the use of the room, which was 
an ARP headquarters, these classes soon 
became dances and continued fortnightly 
during the winter on Saturday afternoons 
until the ARP required the room themselves. 
James Garvie records that there were no 
dances during the winter of 1940-41, but 
spring dances in 1941 were in Hills 
Restaurant, Tothill Street, and also arranged 
by Lady Thomson. A pattern had been set 
which was to be maintained for several 
years. Evening meetings meant travelling 
through the blackout, public transport 
stopped early and private cars had no petrol, 
Meetings on Saturday afternoons, therefore, 
were the answer. The Branch was 
unsuppressible. Due to wartime bombing of 
the restaurant, autumn 1941 found the 
Branch meeting for the first time at Fetter 
Lane. Fetter Lane was used until late 1942 
but in January 1943 a move was made to the 
Central YWCA. Meetings continued there 
until 1945 and after that various halls were 
used as could be arranged. There was talk 
among the committee of asking a certain 
Mr Ireland, who was trained at Jordan Hill, 
Glasgow and recently come to London, if he 
would help with the Branch classes. Bill was 
not a complete stranger. He had met some of 
the London dancers at St Andrews in 1945.  
If the reader would like to discover more  
on London Branch from 1945 then see 
Hugh  Foss’ article in Reel 100. 

Edward Chaplin, writing in Reel 100 
remarks, “When the war ended in May 1945 

there were many people, like myself, 
who were very grateful to the Society 
which, in spite of wartime 
difficulties, had provided us with 
facilities to continue SCD, to meet 
many friends and for a short while to 
forget the horrors of war”. By  
1946-47 the blackout was over and 
the Branch expanding - weekly 
classes for beginners, intermediate 
and advanced dancers were organised 
and demonstrations started again, 
Evening dances were at Fetter Lane. 
Looking back after thirty years Ellen 
writes, “It is surprising that the 
Branch carried on during the war, at 
the time it seemed the obvious thing 
to do. I wonder if during those years 
dancing ceased to be a pastime and 
became a necessity of life?” 

There are many involved in creating 
a branch but a special word of thanks 
must go to Mrs Hugh Ross, who was 
not a keen dancer and was 
associated with us for only a short 
time. She planted a seed which in 

growing through the years has given pleasure 
to hundreds, possibly thousands of people. 

A new dance, Ellen Garvie of Clunie will be 
published in Reel 312 to commemorate the 
centenary of her birth. 

(For Ellen’s obit see Reel 271 p3 and 
associated and very interesting article on her 
life in Reel 243 p7).  

Hugh Evans and Ellen Garvie, age 30, dancing at RSCDS London 
Branch Annual Ball at Hyde Park Hotel, London - in those days 

the ball ended at 2.00am, (11 May 1951).  
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the committee. The secret is we do not have 
committee meetings! All our planning 
discussions take place by email, thus cutting 
down on expenses and paperwork. The only 
minutes we produce are for the AGM. Our 
website and Facebook page are each 
maintained by different members. 

The Newsletter Our newsletter editor, 
currently Mary Macfarlane, produces three 
emailed newsletters each year, usually in 
March, July and November. The main 
purpose is to advertise and report on our 
events; for teachers to send in anything they 
would like advertised; and to publish articles 
or information of interest such as notes on a 
new book or new regulations about exams. 
Past newsletters are on our website, see 
below. 

Encouraging young teachers and dancers 
Our annual subscription has remained at £5 
per year since 2006 and the charge for our 
workshops is £4. Members bring a packed 
lunch while we provide tea and coffee. It 
was never our intention to hold much money 
in a bank account, but with events costed to 
break even, and with £600/700 per year 
coming in from annual subscriptions, we have 
watched the bank balance grow year on 
year. We are determined to use our money 
to further our aims. Last year was a good 
example and in 2018 we funded one young 
teacher to train at Summer School at 
St Andrews and we gave scholarships of £50 
to young people to attend Spring Fling in 
Glasgow. In 2019 we offered five £100 
scholarships to encourage young Scots to 
attend the Fling in Paris. We are always open 
to applications from young teachers in 
training. 

Current projects Supporting the teaching of 
country dancing in Scottish primary schools is 
an extremely important area of work for 
many branches and individual teachers. This 
is work which takes place outwith official 
RSCDS activity, but there are over 10,000 
Scottish schoolchildren dancing every year at 
Days of Dance organised by or supported by 
Scottish branches or affiliated groups. 
Readers of The Reel will be aware of some of 
these from the pages of Scottish Country 
Dancer. In Society publications there is a 
dearth of simple dances for children – dances 
which can be taught by schoolteachers with 
no country dance training. At our 2017 AGM, 
we decided to do something about this. We 
proposed a book aimed at Scottish primary 
schools and we are currently involved in 

TAS - Teachers’ Association Scotland by Jimmie Hill (Past Chairman) 

Jimmie, born on the 
island of Cumbrae, has 
been a member of 
London Branch and was 
first chairman of 
Brighton Branch in 1991. 

He has served on the 
Society’s Executive 

Council, General Purposes 
Committee, the Management Board and 
Editorial Board and is editor of Scottish 
Country Dancer. He has taught extensively in 
the UK, Europe, USA and overseas and has a 
special interest in historical dancing.  

Who is TAS for? Some of us had long felt 
that there was no support for teachers after 
passing the Full Certificate, particularly for 
those living in the more remote parts of 
Scotland. In 2006 TAS was created as a 
support group specifically for teachers in 
Scotland. We organise two full-day 
workshops per year: one in early September 
which finishes with our AGM, usually in 
Broxburn near Edinburgh; and one in a 
different part of the country in April. The 
2019 Spring Workshop was in Perth but we 
have been to Inverness, Helensburgh, 
Dumfries, Forres, Glasgow, Troon and 
Aberdeen. We decided at our first meeting 
that TAS would be inclusive – for all 
teachers: fully qualified; those who only had 
their Preliminary Certificate (now Units 1-3); 
those who were thinking of taking their 
certificates; and for those teaching with no 
formal qualifications. Our membership has 
remained stable at around 150. 

Two workshops per year The AGM Autumn 
Workshop has tended to be based around the 
new book. In 2018 Eric Finley and Andrew 
McConnell took us through Book 52 with 
great good humour, and with Muriel 
Johnstone accompanying. The Spring 
Workshops have developed into a main 
morning session and usually two shorter 
sessions in the afternoon, with a different 
teacher leading each session. Recent Spring 
Workshop topics have been: Controlled 
Abandon (Helen Russell), Back to the 
Fundamentals (Johan Maclean), Neglected 
Dances (Oluf Olufsen), My Favourite Dances 
for a Successful Class (Maureen McCrudden), 
Useful Unpublished Dances (Jimmie Hill), 
Popular Social Dances (Angela Young). 
Attendance at our workshops varies  
from 50 – 70. 

No committee meetings We have never had 
any trouble finding willing members to join 

producing this. The Management Board asked 
us last year to report on the current state of 
country dancing in schools and this has led to 
the setting up of a Scottish Schools Working 
Group. The importance of this group cannot 
be underestimated as we recently had the 
situation where no member of Youth Services 
Committee was resident in Scotland. 

Has it been worth it? A resounding yes! For 
14 years TAS has been supporting 
experienced country dance teachers in 
Scotland as well as encouraging new young 
teachers. We have been able to tap in to the 
wealth of expertise of our own members. As 
teachers it is good to be in a class with other 
teachers and enjoy being taught. It is easy 
for teachers who spend all their time 
teaching to forget what it is like being on the 
receiving end! Above all, our activities 
encourage teachers to reflect on what they 
do in class in order to develop their own 
skills. Our meetings are also extremely 
sociable! TAS encourages good practice, the 
interchange of ideas, as well as friendship 
and networking among country dance 
teachers. If there is no teachers’ group 
where you live, why not think about starting 
one up, however small! 

To discover more or even join TAS visit: 
countrydanceteachersofscotland.org.uk  
 

SERTA article update. The report published 
in Reel 310 was prepared assuming it would 
be printed earlier in the year, Jane did send 
a revised report to The Reel however, the 
original report was published in error but the 
bulk of the original SERTA article remains 
correct. We can add though that a very 
successful workshop, ‘How the music can 
help in teaching SCD?’ led by Muriel 
Johnstone and Ian Robertson, perfectly 
matching SERTA’s aims, took place in March 
2019. In addition, SERTA has just taken on 
the organisation of a Teachers’ Certificate 
Course in the South East: 11 keen candidates 
are working hard towards their exams on 
30 and 31 May 2020. We wish them luck! If 
any dancers would like to ‘stooge’ for these 
exams, please do get in touch. SERTA’s next 
workshop will take place on Sunday 22 March 
2020, which will cover two aspects. In the 
morning Peter Knight will help our rhythmic 
counting and coaching and the afternoon 
session will be about MCing at dances. Ken 
Martlew is our musician. Full details and 
application forms together with reports of 
previous workshops at www.serta.org.uk 

One of the unanticipated advantages of 
taking part in SCD lessons is the knowledge 
and confidence it brings when 
attending the various balls. In 
September of 2018, a group of 
complete beginners, all previously 
unknown to one another, began 
lessons with Davinia Miln at Chelsea. 
And, around a year later, we were 
forming a table at the St Andrew's Ball 
at The Hurlingham Club. An outcome 
none of us would have envisaged. 

I am proud to say that I can now 
appreciate the difference between 
the Duke of Perth and The Duke and 
Duchess of Edinburgh! Having the 
experience of the lessons puts me in a 
good place; when I feel the need for 
an adrenaline rush and to whirl an 
unassuming lady dancer around the 
dance floor, I can do so, and hopefully 
with some technique, having 

My Scottish Dancing Story by Stephen Hartley 

demonstrated that I can pas de basque 
‘correctly’ beforehand. Equally, for more 

complex situations such as the triangular set 
of The Wind on Loch Fyne, I can turn to my 

finest strathspey setting as learned in 
class, and appear reasonably competent! 
So it was, we had a very enjoyable 
evening at the St Andrew's Ball. With  
17 dances on the card, as well as a three-
course meal, there was little time to 
relax, indeed, the evening passed very 
quickly! It is also a wonderful occasion 
on which to dress up, with plenty of 
tartan on display from both ladies and 
gentlemen, and my first time in a kilt. 
Many thanks to Ryan for the loan.  

Now I am certainly looking forward to 
taking part in future balls; they are 
great fun, and especially so when one 
knows a little about what one is doing! 
Here is to the next chapter in the 
Scottish dancing story and to making 
more friends, just as the members in our 
class have become over the past year. 

The Hurlingham Club saw the Improvers Class dressed up in 
all their finery and ready to dance, from left:  

Celia Bangham, Gordon Stevenson, Ryan Ellsworth, 
Emily Ellsworth, Penny Davis, David Lowe, Stephen Hartley, 

Peter Hellman, Davinia Miln, Tricia Stevenson. 

countrydanceteachersofscotland.org.uk
http://www.serta.org.uk
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The Dance Corner 

              Old Dances for New: The Nut - a hard dance to crack by Meryl Thomson 

As part of the historical 
dance repertoire I have 
known the dance 
The Nut as a 24 bar jig, 
often danced at 
‘modern’ Regency Balls. 

Recently, someone asked 
me when it dated from 

and this led me to consider 
its origins and discover a mystery. 

Our band, Green Ginger, has played this 
dance for over 30 years. We were given the 
dance and music by Ellis Rogers, known for 
his work particularly on quadrilles and for 
Quadrille Club based in Cecil Sharp House, 
London (see article p6). When people wanted 
to play the dance he referred them to the 
music in RSCDS Book 1. The original 1924 
edition includes The Nut with the familiar 
tune, though incorrectly called Tarry Awhile. 
This was corrected in the 1930 version when 
the accreditation to The Ballroom 1827 was 
also added.  

What of the dance? The Ballroom or 
The Juvenile Pupil’s Assistant, which 
contains dance instructions and no music, 
was written by a Monsieur J P Boulogne living 
in Glasgow in 1827. I found evidence of him 
in the Glasgow Post archives living at various 
addresses from at least 1826-1828 and 
running a French dancing academy while his 
wife taught pedal harp, piano forte and vocal 
music. In fact several of the dances from 
RSCDS Book 1 refer their origins to his 1827 
dance manual. But where did the music come 
from? I contacted archivist Alan Macpherson 
at RSCDS HQ to see if he could shed any 
light. He found a further reference to 
The Nut in an entry in one of Mrs Stewart’s 
notebooks stating that the dance was 
included at The Argyllshire Volunteer’s 
Assembly held in Rothesay in March 1876 and 
Alan suspected that The Nut was one of the 
dances included in Book 1 which had come 
from Mrs Stewart. 

Having seen a copy of The Ballroom 1827, 
the dance instruction (see photo) is similar to 
the RSCDS Book 1 dance, but  does not 
mention the balance in line on bars 5-8.  

Most versions I have seen have instructions 
for a 24 bar dance and their instructions are 
similar. However, Kate Hughes’ Dancing Book 
c1867 which is a book of dances taken down 
from her lessons with her dancing master 
Archibald (possibly) Thomson in Dundalk, 
Ireland, extends The Nut to a 32 bar dance 
by adding setting at the start and separating 
a balance in line from the lady passing 
through the arches. Boulogne and two others 
refer to The Nut as an ‘English country 
dance’. The mystery deepened. 

But what of the music? I contacted Paul 
Cooper, who does extensive research into 
historical dance and contributes a lot of 
detailed research papers for the  
regencydances.org website. He mentioned 
Hamilton’s Universal Tune Book (Glasgow 
1844) which has the tune as a 32 bar jig 
Played AABA. The tune is annotated in the 
index as an English country dance. Was this 
the earliest version though? Paul suggested 
contacting the Wighton Collection based in 
Dundee Library where there was a 
manuscript by a William Cunningham which 
included The Nut. William Cunningham was a 
music teacher living in Glasgow from at least 
1812-1828 and might well have known 
Mr Boulogne who also eventually published 
this dance in 1827. William Cunningham’s 
band seemed to have played regularly around 
the Glasgow area. A newspaper article in the 
Glasgow Herald on 13 November 1826 
mentions an event at Bothwell Castle. 
‘A splendid ball was given at the castle, 
where more than one hundred guests sat 
down to supper at twelve o’ clock; after 
which dancing was resumed, and kept up 
with unabated spirit, to the well conducted 
music of Cunningham’s band, until three 
o’clock on Friday morning’. 

Sure enough when I got a copy of 
Cunningham’s Miscellaneous Selection of 

favourite Waltzes, Dances &c. the first dance 
is The Nut (A Favorite Country Dance). The 
dance instructions are ‘1st Gent: turns the 
2nd Lady, and hold hands as in Chain Figure, 
1st Lady Passes under her partners left Arm, 
down the middle up again and Pousete’. The 
music however is written out as AABB and 
does not resolve back into the original key. 
It is interesting that all the written sources 
of the music (including RSCDS Book 1) are 
32 bars but all the instructions are 24 bars 
apart from the Dundalk Dancing Book. 

Could Cunningham be the composer and 
deviser of The Nut music and dance? The 
date of his manuscript is around 1820, based 
on the dates of some of his other collections. 
However, as previously mentioned, Boulogne 
calls this an English country dance. By chance 
I was recently leafing through Goulding 
D’Almaine Potter & Co. Select Collection of 

Country Dances, Waltzes &c. for the piano 
forte No. 38 which dates to around 1816 and 
published in London and Dublin. The fifth 
dance in the collection is by HR Bishop. 
Henry Rawley Bishop, 1786 -1855, was a 
composer who worked in all the major 
London theatres and wrote various operas 
amongst other compositions. The most 
famous of his works is Home! Sweet Home! 
This melody, entitled A Sicilian Air, was used 
in John Payne’s opera Clari but was later 
relaunched by Bishop as a ballad in 1852. He 
also wrote the music in 1812 for The Dashing 
White Sergeant. In the Goulding manuscript, 
although there are no dance instructions, the 
tune for this dance is the same as the tune 
for The Nut and is written as a 32 bar jig. 
The name of the dance is Annette. Could it 
be Annette - A Nut - The Nut? Not beyond the 
realms of possibility.  

The tune is likely to have come from one of 
Bishop’s previous works rather than have 
been composed specifically for this dance 
book, especially as the tune unusually has 
the speed ‘Allegro Moderato’ added on the 
front which suggests it has been taken from a 
song or classical piece of music. I cannot 
however find the source of this Annette tune 
in any of the Bishop manuscripts I have found 
to look at. 

I also cannot find any other source of the 
tune or dance published between Bishop’s 
Annette from 1816 and when the same tune 
appears with dance instructions in 
Cunningham’s collection around 1820. How 
did Cunningham discover the tune and did he 
perhaps compose the dance? How did it 
travel from England to Scotland since it does 
not seem to have been a particularly popular 
dance otherwise it surely would have 
appeared in various other dance collections 
of the same period? The dance looks to be 
popular around the Glasgow area as the tune 
appears in several music books published in 
Glasgow. 

Another mystery is why all sources of the 
music seem to be 32 bars and yet the dance 
instructions are mostly for a 24 bar dance. 

The Nut remains a hard dance to crack unless 
someone can help solve the mystery of its 
origins. Can you? 

You can listen to three versions of the music 
(RSCDS, Cunningham and Bishop) at 

youtu.be/HPQ9r0kyxTI 

http://www.bobbymunrodanceshoes.com/
regencydances.org
https://youtu.be/HPQ9r0kyxTI
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“In My Opinion” by Ken Martlew 
reinforces dancing as the norm - the 
geography, phrasing, footwork and fun. 

At a few dances, notably Summer Tuesdays 
in Pont Street, dances are not normally 
walked, or even talked, and it works 
brilliantly. However, if a dance is to be 
taught, and especially for class instruction, 
why not dance the familiar figures (‘rights 
and lefts, ready, and …’), instead of walking 
them? Lots of problems sort themselves out 
without the need for any blah! Less familiar 
figures are much more efficiently taught by a 
dance demonstration than by words and 
walking. Worst scenario of all is an MC 
standing spouting interminably to a 
motionless class.  

If there is live music, use the musicians. 
With recorded music, there are many systems 
with remote controls that make stop/start 
easy for the teacher or MC. Short phrases can 
be danced to rhythmic counting – even down 
to half a step. My own experience is that 
beginners (especially) do best when getting 
on their toes and dancing pretty much 
everything from the start, with the teacher. 
Ah! – but this assumes that the teacher is a 
good and tireless dancer…  

When I started, weekend dances were 
never walked, rarely called. It was 
understood that a competent couple took 
first place in the set, and as a beginner one 
learned to watch from fourth place. Today, 
MCs usually ask, “Does anyone want to walk 
it?” There is always someone! They come to 
the top, and stay there as ‘the experts’. But 
they are not experts, they are the worst 
dancers! The walk does nothing to teach 
them to dance, they present a hopeless 
image of the dance for others to copy, and 
the subsequent mess can often throw even 
the real experts they have displaced. 

Dr Kenneth Martlew, 
known to all as Ken, lives 
in Hemel Hempstead, 
and started dancing 
with the Berkhamsted 
Strathspey and Reel 
Club in January 1980 
where he became 
president in 1992. He 

attended successive 

classes at RSCDS St Andrews 

Summer School and elsewhere, 
gaining his Teacher’s Certificate in the 
1990s. He currently teaches several classes, 
and ran a successful Teacher’s Course in 
2010. He is a trained classical musician, and 
in the 1990s started playing piano for SCD. 
He subsequently played at Summer School 
for 20 years, and regularly for Branch classes 
in Cambridge, BHS and London; also many 
others, including numerous Teachers’ 
Courses. For many years Ken has teamed up 
with Barbara Manning (violin) as a duo, and 
they have travelled extensively playing for 
dances, day schools, and dancing holidays. 
Ken has played for, or taught, SCD in some 
14 different countries. 

In my opinion Happiness is Dancing. One of 
the changes in SCD since I started dancing 
some 40 years ago is that then almost 
everyone danced the steps, while many more 
people nowadays simply walk or fudge the 
steps. Maybe this is because we have all 
become older, but I suggest that there is 
another reason. So much is walked! Why? 
‘See and copy’ is by far the most effective 
way we learn. Walking a dance reinforces 
walking as the norm; whereas, dancing it 

Dances have become more prolific and 
more complicated. However, a plethora of 
aids to learning is now available – books, 
diagrams, aides-mémoire, videos, and on-line 
help. Learning to be self-sufficient is much 
easier than it used to be - but learning 
dances and dancing by watching the others 
remains fundamental!   
Teachers – Demonstrate and Copy! Forget 
the walking, dance!  
 

Ed. See and listen to Ken playing his own 
composition Maguy Paillet for the dance  
La Fleur de Lyon youtu.be/qHPyKUKMiEk 

 

Letters to The Reel 

Inclusive or Exclusive? 

Dear Sir, 

I write with regard to the article in Reel 308 
“In My Opinion” by John Carswell and the 
one by Fiona Reid in Reel 309 headed ‘In 
Support of Ceilidh Dancing’. 

John Carswell writes about his preference 
for informal Scottish ceilidh/social dancing 
and his own achievements in this regard. He 
also states that he is a Life Member of the 
RSCDS but from the age of about 13 has 
never attended any RSCDS classes. I assume 
he has not taken part in any of the Society’s 
other activities, eg Summer Schools, Day 
Schools, etc. Why be a member of an 
organisation and ignore/avoid what it  
stands for? 

I do not support Fiona’s statement that John 
has hit the nail on the head! Scottish 
country dancing and ceilidh/social dancing 
are different styles of dance. Yes, there are 
many country dances such as The Eightsome 
Reel which can be danced ceilidh style or 
the more formal Scottish country dance style 
depending on the event. Anyone can attend 
informal ceilidh/social dances as they can 
join in without the need for any previous 
teaching and can wear footwear of their 
choice, eg heavy shoes, boots, trainers, etc. 
That footwear suits informal ceilidh/social 
dancing on concrete in a ruin! However, to 
attend a Scottish country dance either in a 
village hall or a formal ball in Blair Castle 
one needs to have learned the steps, 
formations and dances wearing appropriate 
footwear (sometimes referred to by John as 
ballet shoes). We learn all that by attending 

the classes where we have fun, friendship and 
SCD with our fellow members of the RSCDS 
whose common interest is in our ‘precious and 
precise’ style of dance. I have been a member 
of the Society attending classes and most of 
the activities of the RSCDS since the seventies 
(and before) and hope to keep going for life! 

John is a self-confessed critic of the Society 
and wonders why the RSCDS has ignored/
avoided ceilidh/social dancing for so long. 
RSCDS stands for Royal Scottish Country Dance 
Society. Let us active and enthusiastic 
members of the Society, of which we are 
proud, continue to support and enjoy our 
‘precious and precise’ style of dance. I am 
sure that John, Fiona and others interested 
will continue to enjoy and promote ceilidh/
social dancing. We are all free to dance in the 
style of our choice no matter what age we are 
so let us Keep Dancing in the style which gives 
us most pleasure! There is room for us all! 
I agree that Happiness is Scottish Country 
Dancing! 

Marion Firth, Linlithgow, West Lothian 

In reply Fiona writes- 

Dear Sir, 

I read Marion Firth's letter with interest. I have 
heard the comment that the styles of Scottish 
country dancing and ceilidh dancing are 
somehow different and I take issue with it. 

I should have started with a definition of 
country dancing; A traditional dance for 
several pairs of male and female dancers who 
are arranged in circles, squares or long rows -
Cambridge English Dictionary. That definition 
covers both type of dances named above. So 
The Eightsome Reel, danced in pairs, in a 

circle formation, is always, by definition, 
danced country dance style. I would like to 
know exactly what Marion Firth means by 
ceilidh style. I have often danced the Reel 
of Tulloch, at a ball, using highland steps 
and birling. Various definitions of ceilidh are 
available but the one I like best is ‘a form of  
Scottish country dancing that can be 
enjoyed by everybody’. It is inclusive and if 
the RSCDS sees their kind of dancing as 
different it suggests that it is exclusive: 
hardly a position to take if one wants to 
promote it. Ceilidh dancing is also described 
as fun, a term not always applied to SCD, 
but it should be. Sometimes, I feel that the 
RSCDS sucks the fun out of dancing with its 
superior and precious attitude. I started 
dancing at a Caledonian Society at primary 
school age, where dancers were aged from 
5 to over 60. I have no idea what the 
average age of dancers was but I bet it was 
significantly lower than at our local club, 
where a rough calculation would put it at 
over 60. We used to warm up with a 
Gay Gordons before progressing to  
The Machine without Horses, Scottish 
Reform or similar.  

If the RSCDS really does want to promote 
Scottish music and dancing it should think 
very carefully how it is going to do this. 
Does it want to be inclusive or exclusive? 
Does it want to continue or die as its 
members get older? Does it even know the 
average age of its members? If we are all 
free to dance in the style we prefer then 
the RSCDS should have no problem with 
integration. Keep dancing - for all. 

Fiona Reid, Wooburn Green, Bucks 

Two of a Kind: Mrs Stewart 
meet Mrs Stewart 

Summer Tuesdays Dance on Tuesday  
20 August 2019 held at St Columba’s Church 
Lower Hall, London to Jim Lindsay and his 
Band was a popular evening with around  
145 dancers in many respects not least 
because Cathy (née Bond) from Chiswick on 
the left met her namesake Emma (née Hall) 
from Hertford. 

https://youtu.be/qHPyKUKMiEk
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Lives Remembered continued 

I met Maureen first at Summer School. I did 
know Derek before he married Maureen, who 
lived in Yorkshire, and had worked as a 
school teacher. Although at that point she 
was not teaching SCD however, after Derek 
passed away she was very successful with 
dance groups and teacher training groups 
locally, she also taught at Day Schools and at 
St Andrews Summer School. Derek and 
Maureen were very keen on hill walking in 
the UK and abroad. 

Teacher and Hill Walker 
from Jenny Greene 

Maureen travelled with Derek and myself 
when he taught and I played abroad in 
Sweden and mostly in Germany, particularly 
Rechberg. She was so good on these foreign 
trips. Maureen was able to help Derek 
demonstrate points and was wonderful at 
encouraging less experienced dancers, 
everyone loved her. She was a really good 
friend and it was lovely to be in her 
company. Maureen was always in the same 
humour, one never saw her angry and never 
had a bad word to say about anyone. I felt so 
privileged when she invited me to be her 
guest when she received the Scroll of Honour 
in 2019; such a proud and happy occasion. 
This was the last time we were to meet. 
There is a special bond, like no other, 
between dancers and musicians. Unable to 
go to her Service of Thanksgiving, I sat at the 
piano at 11.00am and played for an hour.  
“Maureen, I hope you heard lots of your 
favourite tunes!”. 

Ed. Both tributes above were taken down 
from telephone conversations. 

Branch members will be saddened to hear 
that Maureen Haynes passed away. She had 
been ill with vasculitis since October 2019. 
She was starting to improve but at the 
beginning of November she was readmitted to 
Doncaster Royal Infirmary CCU and sadly 

never recovered. Maureen was born in 
Orkney and was Derek Haynes’ widow. Until 
last year she lived in Carnforth and then 
early in 2019 moved to Scrooby to be near 
her family. In the last ten years Maureen has 
become an excellent and very popular 
teacher. In addition to her local classes in 
the Lake District area she taught at Summer 
School and other Day and Weekend Schools 
in the UK and abroad. Closer to home in 
2008 and 2009 Maureen taught at BHS Border 
Branch Day School. In addition to teaching, 
Maureen tutored many candidates for their 
teaching examinations with excellent 
results. Some of you may have been to 
Borrowdale, where Maureen taught a 
Scottish country dance holiday each 
February. I got to know her well through the 
Scottish country dance holiday at Higham 
Hall at Hogmanay (see p8 Reel 306). This is 
an event started by Derek nearly thirty years 
ago. Maureen was a lovely lady and she will 
be sorely missed by her family, friends and 
the Scottish country dance community. 

A Lovely Lady 
from Mervyn Short 

From attending Derek’s highland classes at 
St Andrews Summer School I came to know of 
and then know Maureen, there were the 
usual room parties where whisky flowed and 
good humour and bonhomie existed. When 
we lost Derek in April 2005 at the young age 
of 72 after the initial remoteness, we saw a 
blossoming Maureen as she relived her love 
for Derek through teaching his dances. 
I attended in Winchester in May 2007 what 
was one of her first ‘A Tribute to Derek’ 
workshops when we danced some of 
Maureen’s favourites: Crossing the Bay, The 
Raven’s Dance and the jig Gaelforce Wind, 
(see p9 Reel 261). With Maureen’s 
involvement, later in 2007 Nicol McLaren 
recorded a live concert featuring 17 of 
Derek’s dances which is often used as the 
definitive music for these. In 2008 Maureen 
published a sixth Carnforth Collection of 
Derek’s dances which included the now 
popular five-couple jig, The Startled Rabbits. 
In class Maureen, as a warm up, would begin 
by dancing a social dance taking it gently to 
start and then after about four times through 
have the class dancing fully up to time, 
phrasing and rhythm were important to her in 
her teaching. She had a keen eye for detail 
and a caring approach to highlighting it. I had 
been in her class on many occasions in later 
years including at Summer School and often 
felt that Derek would have been very proud. 
At Berkhamsted in October last year we held 
a Carnforth Dance and poignantly this with 
her guidance as to some of the dances to be 
included. Maureen made her mark and will be 
greatly missed by all who knew her in our 
dancing world. 

A Keen Eye from Stephen Webb 

A Proud Scot  
from Andrew Kellett 

Iain MacLennan Brown 
1941 – 2019 

Iain was a proud Scot with 
a passion for Scottish 

dancing. He was born in 
Greenock and danced at 
school. On moving to 
London in the 1960s, he 
went dancing at The 
Royal Scottish 
Corporation Hall in 

Fetter Lane. There he 
met Irene Nicholson, who 

became his partner in life 
for 51 years. He qualified as a teacher 
through the Imperial Society of Teachers of 
Dancing, and taught classes for children and 
adults in Sidcup. Iain was a demanding 
teacher and expected high standards. He 
trained dancers for examinations and 
competitions. In the 1970s he and Irene 
danced with the Strathreelers, a close-knit 
team that performed demonstrations in their 
distinctive colour co-ordinated costumes. 

Through his friendship with the piper Bryan 
Bredin, Iain realised his ambition of leading a 
team of dancers and musicians to European 
festivals and hosting a festival in Sidcup. 
The MacLennan Scottish Group gave its first 
performance in 1979 at the Europeade 
Festival in Antwerp, and three years later 
organised an International Folk Dance 
Festival of its own. The festival is now an 
annual event and the Group continues to 
perform on the Continent, where its 
choreographed displays of country and 
highland dances to the accompaniment of 
pipes and drums are very popular. When Iain 
stepped down as a dancer and choreographer 
with the Group, he continued to serve on the 
Europeade Committee, helping to organise 
an annual festival in a different European 
location each year for hundreds of folk and 
traditional dancers and musicians. 

Both the MacLennan Scottish Group and its 
Festival are testimony to Iain’s vision, 
enthusiasm and determination. Their success 
over the years is due to the hard work of 
many people, but without Iain they would 
not have existed. Many Scottish dancers in 
the Southeast are grateful to Iain for 
teaching them to enjoy dancing well, and for 
the good times and friendships they have 
experienced through the Group. We extend 
our sympathies to Irene, who gave steadfast 
support to Iain and the Group, as well as 
dancing with the London Branch 
Demonstration Team.  

c1995 

Maureen Stevenson (née Bichan) Haynes 
19 December 1939 – 22 November 2019 

Maureen was born on the 
Orkney Islands into a 
farming family, we left 
to farm in Lanarkshire 
in 1945 then leaving 
Scotland four years 
later to farm near 
Doncaster. Maureen 
was educated at Thorne 
Grammar School and later 
at Neville’s Cross College  
in Durham where she 
qualified as a teacher  
when her main subject was 
biology to then teach in a local Secondary 
School and after to teach in HM Forces 
schools in Germany. Maureen began SCD 
around 1960 in Doncaster and continued 
dancing in Germany. A tradition in Orkney 
meant that Maureen was baptized with the 
family name of Stevenson as her second 
name. It is a great comfort to the family that 
so many people knew her and held her in 
such high regard. 

My Sister from Joyce Balding 

2007 

Mentor and Friend 
from Susana Page (Madrid) 

I became close to Maureen when mentoring 
for my Units 4/5 teaching examination. Her 
passing has been a blow, I get so sad when I 
think that I will not receive her annual 
Christmas card giving me information on how 
she was (she never forgot). Every time she 
went on holiday, she remembered me and 
sent an email, sometimes with photos from 
beautiful places, like Yellowstone Park. I still 
feel the need to write to her as I used to do 
telling her about my classes. She was so 
happy to have been living closer to her 
family. I will miss her so much.  

Lovely Company 
from Jennifer Wilson MBE 

Maureen with Barbara 
Manning and Ken Martlew in  
Winchester at ‘A Tribute to 

Derek’ workshop,  
(5 May 2007). 

Ed. Here is a link to the eulogy given by friend 
Di Rooney at Maureen’s service on 
10 December 2019. www.rscdslondon.org.uk/
the-reel-archives/the-reel-archives-301/ 

https://www.rscdslondon.org.uk/the-reel-archives/the-reel-archives-301/
https://www.rscdslondon.org.uk/the-reel-archives/the-reel-archives-301/
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Francis ‘Michael’ Merifield 
5 March 1934 – 4 October 2019 

Dulwich SCD group has 
recently lost two much 

loved and respected 
long-standing 
members. 

 Michael, retired as a 
civil servant, was our 
chairman and 
treasurer for many 

years and played a 
large part in the efficient 
organisation and running 

of the group. He was always considerate 
and helpful with beginners and warmly 
welcoming to newcomers and had a 
delightful sense of gentle humour. He and 
his wife, Sue, danced in Europe many 
times at meetings of the Paris Branch and 
in other RSCDS gatherings in places as far 
away as Budapest. 

 

Paul Maxwell Bracken 
10 July 1943 – 12 October 2019 

Paul, a retired medical 
scientist, after dancing 
with us for many years 
became our treasurer 
when Michael stood 
down. He worked 
hard and efficiently 
in that role and we 
were very grateful for 
all his help. He was a 
lively dancer and a very 
friendly, jolly and 
popular member of the group and, like 
Michael, we miss him greatly.  

2007 

The Dulwich Treasurers 
from Lindsay Merriman 

c2017 

*Aslan said, The Term is Over…     
 from Alan (brother) and Anne (wife) 

LUCY CLARK SCOTTISH 
COUNTRY DANCE CLUB 
Spring Charity Dance 

Saturday 28 March 2020 
7.00 - 11.00pm 

Prestwood Village Hall, 
Prestwood, Bucks HP16 0NZ 

Ian Muir of Prestwick and Bob Parsons 
Programme: Mrs MacPherson of Inveran, The 
Hazel Tree, Sands of Morar, Ray Milbourne, 
Kamo Karousel, Flight to Melbourne, 
Snowdrops (Ligtmans), Swiss Lassie, Staircase 
in Styria, The Water of Leith, Bauldy Bain’s 
Fiddle, Granville Market, Midsummer 
Common, The Black Mountain Reel, The Cat 
and the Fiddle, The Swan and the Tay, 
Gothenburg’s Welcome, The Irish Rover 

All dances recapped, some walk throughs 
Tickets: £12 

With a Bring and Share Supper 
Contact Ann Higginbottom, 01494 451374 or 

info@lucyclark.org.uk 
Further information and cribs available at 

www.lucyclark.org.uk 
Crib also available at  

http://my.strathspey.org/dd/list/25339 

Granville ‘John’ King 

24 February 1932 – 13 December 2019 

John, born in Harrow, Middlesex, was the second son in a family of six 
children. They moved in 1936 to the village of Digswell in Hertfordshire. All 

the children went to the village school, walking the mile to it daily.  
During the war at age 10 John with his two brothers, David and Alan, 
boarded away at Glenwood School in Sutton returning home in July 1944. 
On passing the 11+ exam John attended Alleynes Boys Grammar School in 
Stevenage and, with Alan, travelled there daily by steam train. They would 
only leave home when they heard the train crossing Digswell viaduct, race 
to the station and arrive just in time, although occasionally they did not 

have time to use the bridge to cross the tracks. 

 He excelled academically gaining distinctions at Higher School Certificate 
level through which he went to Downing College, Cambridge for four years 

reading history and later theology (after qualifying as a navigator in RAF during his National 
Service). Whilst at Cambridge John met *CS Lewis strengthening his love of the Narnia stories.  

John loved sport. He 
hurdled for Cambridge, 
played hockey till his 50s, 
cricket till his 60s and 
danced till his late 70s. On 
leaving college he taught in 
the USA for a year before 
returning to the UK and 
entered business 
management. After working 
with Norvic and Reeds 
Paper he began a successful 
career with IBM until his 
retirement in 1992. In 1959 
he married Jan and they 
had three children. John’s 
second marriage in 1994 
was to Anne whom he met 
through SCD. John and 
Anne lived in Sarratt, 
Herts. In addition to  
CS Lewis John’s interests were art, cricket, choral singing, church, music, Shakespeare, and SCD. 
In 2006 John and Anne were London Branch Award recipients for their work in making the  
SE Dance Diary a reality; a resource which continues to serve Scottish dancers to this day. 

Forthcoming Events 
Event Listing in date order - 7/3 LHC Dance p18, 14/3 Reigate Formal Dance p19, 14/3 RSCDS BHS D/S + Dance p18,  
14/3 RSCDS Milton Keynes Annual Dance p18, 28/3 Bracknell & Camberley Spring Dance p18, 28/3 Lucy Clark Spring Charity Dance p17, 
28/3 Richmond Annual Dance p18, 4/4 Combined Societies’ Dance p4, 18, 18/4 Argyll SDG D/S p18, 18/4 Harrow Spring Dance p19, 
25/4 RSCDS Croydon Spring Dance p18, 25/4 RSCDS Cheltenham D/S & Dance p19, 25/4 WEST MACS Charity Ball p17, 
2/5 Cambridge Annual Ball p18, 2/5 Guildford Spring Dance p17, 9/5 LHC May Dance p18, 16/5 BSRC Spring Dance p19, 
16/5 RSCDS BHS Spring Ball p18, 22-25/5 MacLennan International Folkdance/Music Festival & Dance p18,  
27/5 London 90 Wednesday Dance p4, 6/6 LHC Summer Ball p18, 13/6 London 90 Family Day Dance p6,  
13/6 London 90 AGM & End of Season Dance p4, 4/7 London 90 Garden Dance p1, 5/7 RSCDS BHS Strawberry Tea Dance p18,  
2-4/10 Argyll SDG Dillington W/E School p18, 23-25/10 Rechberg W/S & Ball p19, 24/10 RSCDS Oxfordshire Annual Ball p19. 

The then Chairman Rachel waxing lyrical before presenting John 
with his Branch Award on 9 December 2006 for services together 
with Anne in preparing SE dance diary in the company of the then 

President Mary Stoker, Patricia and John Reeve.  

2004 

GUILDFORD SCOTTISH  
COUNTRY DANCE CLUB 

Spring Dance 
Saturday 2 May 2020 
7.00 Drinks Reception 

Dance 7.30 - 11.30pm 
Normandy Village Hall, Glazier’s Lane, 

Normandy, Surrey GU3 2DT  
Marian Anderson and her SCD Band 

Programme: Welcome to Ayr, Trip to Timber 
Ridge, City of Belfast, Muirland Willie, 
Staircase in Styria, Salute to the Borders, 
Torridon Lassies, Scott Meikle, Jean Martin of 
Aberdeen, The Elephant’s Stampede, 
Ramadan-ce, The Singing Sands, Farewell to 
Balfour Road, Mr Iain Stuart Robertson, 
Linnea’s Strathspey, The Scallywag, The Falls 
of Rogie, The Swan and the Tay, James Gray, 
Mrs MacPherson of Inveran 

Tickets: £15 must be bought in advance 
Please bring a plate of food for the  

interval buffet 
Contact Frances Anderson,  
dancer.scottish@gmail.com  

or 01420 362530 
www.gscdc.org.uk 

WEST MACS 
Charity Ball 

in aid of Alzheimer Scotland  
Saturday 25 April 2020 

7.30 - 11.30pm 
Allum Hall, 2 Allum Lane, 

Elstree WD6 3PJ 
Marian Anderson and her SCD Band 

Programme: Joie de Vivre, West’s Hornpipe, 
Slytherin House, Inchmickery, Mr Iain Stuart 
Robertson, The Blue Mess Jacket, 
Birls Allowed, Scott Meikle, Miss Eleanor, 
Jim’s Haberdashery, John of Bon Accord, 
Far North Queensland, Neil M Grant, 
Ray Milbourne, Margaret Parker’s Strathspey, 
Equilibrium, The Black Mountain Reel,  
City of Belfast, The Bees of Maggieknockater, 
Mrs MacPherson of Inveran 

Tickets: £20 Adults and £10 juniors/non-
dancers including buffet supper 

Book in advance please 
Contact Jim Henderson,  

07752 133652 or 
enquiries@greenfordcaledonian.net 

www.wdsa.co.uk 

mailto:info@lucyclark.org.uk
http://www.lucyclark.org.uk
http://my.strathspey.org/dd/list/25339
mailto:dancer.scottish@gmail.com
http://www.gscdc.org.uk
mailto:enquiries@greenfordcaledonian.net
http://www.wdsa.co.uk
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RICHMOND CALEDONIAN SOCIETY 
Annual Dance 

Saturday 28 March 2020 
7.30 - 11.30pm 

Whitton Community Centre, 
Twickenham TW2 6JL  

                  Strathallan 
Programme: Best Set in the Hall, 
Swiss Lassie, City of Belfast, James Gray, 
The Rutland Reel, The Orchards of County 
Armagh, Midnight Oil, Angus MacLeod, 
Miss Eleanor, Scott Meikle, Ian Powrie’s 
Farewell to Auchterarder, The Dream 
Catcher, Katrina’s Kapers, Nottingham Lace, 
Linnea’s Strathspey, The Fireworks Reel, 
Father Connelly’s Jig, St Columba’s Strathspey, 
The Reel of The Royal Scots, Mairi’s Wedding 

Tickets: £20 Please bring finger food to 
share, wine and soft drinks provided 
tickets@richmondcaledonian.co.uk 
www.richmondcaledonian.co.uk 

RSCDS BERKS/HANTS/SURREY 
BORDER BRANCH  

Branch Day School 
Saturday 14 March 2020 

With evening dance  
from 6.30pm 

Calthorpe Park School,  
Hitches Lane, Fleet, Hampshire GU51 5JA 

Teachers: Rachel Shankland, 
Jenny Kendrick and John Fletcher 
Class Musicians: Ken Martlew and  

Barbara Manning 
Musicians Day School: Luke Brady 

 

Branch Spring Ball 
Saturday 16 May 2020 

7.30 - 11.30pm  
Emmbrook School, Emmbrook Road, 

Wokingham RG41 1JP 
Ian Muir and the Craigellachie Band 

Programme: Hooper’s Jig, Miss Johnstone of 
Ardrossan, The Water of Leith, 
The Chequered Court, Mrs Stewart of 
Fasnacloich, The Cuillins of Skye, 
Napier’s Index, The Paisley Weavers,  
The Deil amang the Tailors, Quarries’ Jig, 
General Stuart’s Reel, Sands of Morar, 
Farewell to Balfour Road, The Cumbrae Reel, 
MacDonald of Keppoch, The Nurseryman, 
Staffin Harvest, The Highland Rambler 

 

Branch Strawberry Tea 
 with Ian and Judith Muir 

Sunday 5 July 2020 
2.30 - 5.30pm 

Normandy Village Hall, Glazier’s Lane, 
Normandy GU3 2DD 

Contact Gordon Anderson, 01420 362530 or 
events@rscds-bhs.org.uk 
www.rscds-bhs.org.uk 

RSCDS CROYDON & DISTRICT BRANCH 
Spring Band Dance 

Saturday 25 April 2020 
7.00 - 11.00pm 

Purley URC Hall, 906 Brighton Road,  
Purley CR8 2LN 

Ian Robertson and his Scottish Dance Band 

Programme: Cramond Bridge, Barton Chase, 
Miss Milligan’s Strathspey, The Falls of Rogie, 
The Dancing Master, Sands of Morar, 
Golden Croydon, Miss Eleanor, Joie de Vivre, 
Orpington Caledonians, Midsummer Common, 
Farewell to Balfour Road, The Castle of Mey, 
The Gardeners’ Fantasia, A Tribute to Trish, 
Back to the Fireside, City of Belfast, 
The Reel of the 51st Division 

£17 (in advance only) including supper 
Contact Mary Courtney, 020 8651 0704 
rscds.croydon.chairman@gmail.com or 

Jane Wilcock 
rscds.croydon.secretary@gmail.com 

www.rscdscroydon.org.uk  

RSCDS MILTON KEYNES BRANCH 
Annual Dance 

Saturday 14 March 2020 
7.30 - 11.30pm 

*New Venue* Longueville Hall,  
Whaddon Road, Newton Longville MK17 0AT 

Alan Ross and his Band 
Programme: Kendall’s Hornpipe, The Black 
Mountain Reel, Culla Bay, The Aviator, 
Ray Milbourne, “Deer” Friends, 
Father Connelly’s Jig, The Whistling Wind, 
Miss Eleanor, The Bees of Maggieknockater, 
The Flight of the Falcon, The Bon Viveur, 
Mrs Stuart Linnell, The First Rain of Spring, 
Lady Peak’s Strathspey, Farewell to Balfour 
Road, The Montgomeries’ Rant, 
The Glengarry Homestead, The Jubilee Jig,  
The Reel of The Royal Scots 
Tickets: £21 - Supper, tea/coffee and jugs of 

water provided. Licensed bar 
Contact Jan Jones, 07877 153259 or 

jangeverybusy@gmail.com 
www.rscdsmk.co.uk 

LONDON HIGHLAND CLUB 

 Forthcoming dances to be held 
at St. Columba’s Church Hall, 
Pont Street, London SW1X 0BD 

 

Saturdays: Lower Hall  
7.00 -10.30pm unless otherwise stated 

 

Saturday 7 March 2020: March Dance 
   Calum Mitchell 
Saturday 4 April 2020:  Combined Societies 
   Sandy Nixon 
Saturday 9 May 2020:  May Dance 
   Ian Muir (Prestwick) 
Saturday 6 June 2020:  Summer Ball  
   (see below) 
 

Summer Ball 
Saturday 6 June 2020 

7.00 - 11.00pm  
Colin Dewar 

Programme: The White Heather Jig,  
JB Milne, The Glengarry Homestead, Pelorus 
Jack, Angus MacLeod, The Silver Tassie, 
Inchmickery, The Sailor, Miss Eleanor, 
Duke of Perth, A Trip to Bavaria, Torridon 
Lassies, City of Belfast, Fisherman’s Reel, 
The Diamond Jubilee, St Columba’s 
Strathspey, Flight to Melbourne, 
The Luckenbooth Brooch, The Moray Rant, 
The Reel of the 51st Division 

Ball Tickets:  
Including finger buffet refreshments 

*LHC Members in advance £21  
*Non Members in advance £24 

All classes on the door £26 

*Advance booking price is only available on 
orders received by midnight Wednesday  

3 June 2020 

If you have highland dress, you are  
invited to wear it 

Programmes & cribs are on our website: 

www.londonhighlandclub.co.uk 

For tickets and further details  
contact Frank Bennett on 020 8715 3564 or 

fb.lhc@blueyonder.co.uk 

Everyone is welcome at all our functions, so 
please come along and join us for an 

enjoyable evening 

MacLENNAN SCOTTISH GROUP 

39th International Folkdance    
and Music Festival 

Weekend 22 - 25 May 2020      

Saturday 23 May 2020 8.00 - 11.00pm 
International Folkdance 

with our international and local guests 
Adults £8.50, (Conc. £7), Children £3.50 

Sunday 24 May 2020 2.00 - 5.30pm approx. 
International Folk Dance Concert 

Adults £8.50 (Conc. £7) Children £3.50 

*New venue for both events*  
Walthamstow Hall, 

Holly Bush Lane, Sevenoaks, Kent TN13 3UL 
Licensed bar, refreshments and stalls 

Family and weekend discounts available 

Tickets from Claire Luypaert, 07817 499172 
or festival@msg.org.uk  www.msg.org.uk 

ARGYLL SCOTTISH DANCING 
GROUP 

Day School 
Saturday 18 April 2020 

10.30am - 5.15pm 
Normandy Village Hall,  
Manor Fruit Farm, Glaziers Lane,  

Normandy GU3 2DT 
Nearest Station: Wanborough. The station is 
located approx. 1 mile from the village hall 

Teachers: Emma Allsop and Eric Finley 
Musicians: Adam Brady and Jeremy Hill 
Tickets: £25 whole day, £10.50 Morning, 

 £18 Afternoon 
Contact Gaynor Curtis, 60 Bishops Wood, 

Woking, Surrey GU21 3QB or 01483 721989 or 
gaynorcurtis@clara.co.uk 

 
Weekend School 

Friday 2 - Sunday 4 October 2020 
Dillington House, Ilminster, Somerset  

TA19 9DT 
Teachers: Craig Houston-Donald  

Musician: Robert Mackay  
Saturday night: Strathallan 

 

This course is not considered suitable for 
beginners 

For further information and brochure:  
email dillington@somerset.gov.uk  

or www.dillington.co.uk 
Book directly with Dillington on 01460 258613 

www.argyllscottishdancinggroup.org.uk 

BRACKNELL REEL CLUB 
& CAMBERLEY REEL CLUB 

Spring Dance 
Saturday 28 March 2020  

7.30 - 11.00pm 
Carnation Hall, Bracknell RG42 7PA 

Craigievar Scottish Dance Band 
Programme: Joie de Vivre, The Deil amang 
the Tailors, Triple Happiness, JB Milne,  
The Dancing Master, Kilkenny Castle,  
The Bees of Maggieknockater, St Columba’s 
Strathspey, The Reel of the 51st Division,  
Ian Powrie’s Farewell to Auchterader,  
Sugar Candie, Miss Johnstone of Ardrossan, 
The Cranberry Tart, Butterscotch and Honey, 
The Irish Rover, The Byron Strathspey, 
Postie’s Jig, The Highland Rambler 

Tickets: £15 
Please bring a plate of food to share 

Contact Isabel Black, 01344 642104 or  
David McQuillan, 01189 793024 or 
tickets@bracknellreelclub.org.uk 

CAMBRIDGE SCOTTISH SOCIETY 
Annual Ball 

Saturday 2 May 2020 
Wine reception 7.00pm 
Dance 7.30 - 11.30pm 

Impington Village College,  
New Road, Impington, Cambridge CB24 9LX 

The Danelaw Band 
Programme: Pelorus Jack, Cape Breton 
Island, “Deer” Friends, Farewell to Balfour 
Road, Mr Iain Stuart Robertson, MacDonald of 
Keppoch, John Cass, Starlight, Land of the 
Heather Hills, Anniversary Reel, The Danelaw 
Reel, The Phantom Piper, Schiehallion, 
The Zoologist, Ruby Wilkinson’s Farewell to 
Cranshaws, Gothenburg’s Welcome, 
The Recumbent Stone, Neidpath Tower, The 
Immigrant Lass, The Reel of the 51st Division 

Tickets: £17 with shared refreshments 
Tickets available from Donald Wilson, 

01223 276614 or donald@mrao.cam.ac.uk 
Details on www.camscotsoc.org.uk 

mailto:tickets@richmondcaledonian.co.uk
http://www.richmondcaledonian.co.uk
mailto:events@rscds-bhs.org.uk
http://www.rscds-bhs.org.uk
mailto:rscds.croydon.chairman@gmail.com
mailto:rscds.croydon.secretary@gmail.com
http://www.rscdscroydon.org.uk
mailto:jangeverybusy@gmail.com
mailto:www.rscdsmk.co.uk
http://www.londonhighlandclub.co.uk
mailto:fb.lhc@blueyonder.co.uk
mailto:festival@msg.org.uk
http://www.msg.org.uk
mailto:gaynorcurtis@clara.co.uk
mailto:dillington@somerset.gov.uk
http://www.dillington.co.uk
http://www.argyllscottishdancinggroup.org.uk
mailto:tickets@bracknellreelclub.org.uk
mailto:Donald@mrao.cam.ac.uk
http://www.camscotsoc.org.uk
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Other Scottish Country Dance Organisations 

ABINGDON SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE CLUB Dancing most Mondays,  
7.45-10.00pm, Sept-June at Northcourt Centre, Abingdon, nr Oxford. All 
welcome. Details: Morag Brown, 38 The Holt, Abingdon, OX14 2DR, 
abingdonscdc@gmail.com or www.abingdonscdc.wordpress.com 

ADDLESTONE & DISTRICT SCOTTISH SOCIETY Meets Wednesdays  
8.15-10.15pm Sept-May at St Mary’s Church Hall, Church Road, Byfleet 
KT14 7NF. Details: Val Clack, 01932 845869 or 
www.addlestonescottish.org.uk 

BERKHAMSTED STRATHSPEY & REEL CLUB Meets in Potten End Village Hall, 
HP4 2QG. Social dancing: Tuesdays 8.15pm Sept-May, Sat. gardens June/
July. Classes: Intermediate and Advanced Mondays 8.00pm, Beginners 
Tuesdays 8.15pm. Details: Dawn Dorman, Hill End Farm, Gorhambury,  
St Albans, Herts AL3 6AR, 07710 460623 or www.berkhamstedreelclub.org 

BERKS/HANTS/SURREY BORDER BRANCH RSCDS General Class Wednesdays 
Sept-May, 8.00-10.00pm St Mary’s Church Hall, Park Road, Camberley, 
Surrey GU15 2SR Teacher: Mervyn Short. Monday Advanced class: Fourteen 
Mondays Sept-April, 8.15-10.15pm at St Sebastian’s Memorial Hall, Nine 
Mile Ride, Wokingham Without RG40 3BA. Details: Alex Duncan,  
01932 241615 or www.rscds-bhs.org.uk 

BOURNEMOUTH BRANCH RSCDS Meets every Friday at Kinson Community 
Centre, Pelham’s Park, Millhams Rd., Kinson, Bournemouth, BH10 7LH  
7.30-9.30pm. Alternate Wednesday Technique class, by invitation.  
Details: Margaret Robson, 24 Upper Golf Links Road, Broadstone, Dorset 
BH18 8BX, 01202 698138 or margaret.brscds@ntlworld.com 

BRIGHTON BRANCH RSCDS Classes for beginners, intermediate and 
advanced, country and highland, adults and children.  
Details: Rod Burrows, 01903 783053 or chair@rscds-brighton.org.uk or  
www.rscds-brighton.org.uk 

BRIGHTON & HOVE SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE CLUB Meets Thursdays  
7.45-10.15pm at Moulsecoomb Hall, Brighton. Details: Carol Catterall, 
01273 564963 or www.bhscdc.org.uk 

CAMBERLEY REEL CLUB Dancing every Tuesday 8.00pm at St Paul’s Church 
Hall, Church Hill, Camberley. Details: Jackie Cresswell, 01252 616289 or 
info@camberleyreelclub.org.uk 

CAMBRIDGE SCOTTISH SOCIETY Scottish country dancing and other events. 
Dance Circle meets every Thursday 8.00pm from Sept-June. Details:  
Rachel Schicker, 01223 364557 or www.camscotsoc.org.uk 

CHELTENHAM BRANCH RSCDS General class/Club Night Mondays 7.30-9.30pm 
St Luke’s Church Hall, St Luke’s Place, Cheltenham GL53 7HP. Beginners’ 
class Monday 7.45-9.45pm Reddings Community Centre, North Road West, 
Cheltenham GL51 6RF. Details: Lesley Taylor, 07712 578622 
cheltrscdssec@gmail.com or www.cheltenhamrscds.btck.co.uk 

CHELTENHAM SCOTTISH SOCIETY Dancing Friday nights 7.30-10.00pm at 
St Andrew’s UR Church, Montpellier Street, Cheltenham GL50 1SP. 
Details: John Marshall, duracellbunney@tiscali.co.uk 
www.cheltenhamscottishsociety.btck.co.uk  www.jockjigging.btck.co.uk 

CHISWICK SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE CLUB Meets on Sundays 6.00-9.15pm,  
Sept-June, in the Upper Hall at St Michael & All Angels Church, corner of 
Woodstock Road and Priory Avenue, London W4 1TX (turn right out of 
Turnham Green tube station, 70 yards).  
Details: www.chiswickscottish.org.uk or Evelyn Norman, 020 8641 5877 or 
secretary@chiswickscottish.org.uk 

CROYDON DISTRICT BRANCH Branch class in Coulsdon: General, incl. 
Beginners with technique Fridays 7.30 -10.00pm Coulsdon Methodist 
Church, Brighton Road, Coulsdon CR5 2BE.  
Details: Mary Courtney, 020 8651 0704 or www.rscdscroydon.org.uk 

EPPING FOREST SCOTTISH ASSOCIATION Club nights: Mondays (all year)  
8.00-10.00pm at Christchurch Parish Hall, Wanstead Place, Wanstead 
E11 7SW; Thursdays (all year) 8.00-10.00pm at St John’s Parish Hall, High 
Road, Buckhurst Hill, IG9 5RX. Details: Angela Ross, 020 8504 3376 or 
angelaross87@hotmail.com or www.efsa.org.uk 

EPSOM & DISTRICT CALEDONIAN ASSOCIATION General dancing Mondays,  
7.30-10.00pm, Tweddle Hall, St Andrew’s URC, Northey Avenue, Cheam,  
SM2 7HF. Teacher: Pauline Cashmore, 020 8686 9362 
Details: Dorothy Pearson, 01737 551724 

FARNHAM SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCING CLUB Dancing every Tuesday at 
8.00pm, Sept-end of April at Memorial Hall, Babbs Mead, Farnham, Surrey 
GU9 7EE. Details: Anne Lester 01252 782927 or lesteranne@ymail.com or 
www.fscdc.co.uk 

FLEET SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE SOCIETY Dance in Church Crookham 
Memorial Hall in Hampshire on alternate Saturdays from 7.30-10.00pm,  
Sept-May. Details: Shirley Ferguson 01276 501952 or 
fergusonshirley7@gmail.com or fleet.rscds-bhs.org.uk 

GERRARDS CROSS SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE CLUB Meets at Memorial 
Centre, East Common Road, Gerrards Cross SL9 7AD on Tuesdays from Sept
-June. 7.30-10.00pm Visitors and Beginners welcome. Details: Suzanne 
Todd, 01923 283730 or info@gxscottish.org or www.gxscottish.org 

To update your information in Other Scottish Country Dance 
Organisations contact editor@rscdslondon.org.uk   

If you require your information to also be changed in the  
SE Classes Listing on our website please contact Jan Collings 

seclasses@rscdslondon.org.uk or call on 07803 923036.  
Payment of £30 is due for Reels 308-311, and due again in May 2020 
for Reels 312-315. If you wish to make payment by bank transfer or 
cancel your advert, please contact treasurer@rscdslondon.org.uk  

RECHBERG SCOTTISH DANCERS 
Autumn in Gamundia 

An international gathering,  
workshop and ball 

Level: advanced/very 
advanced 

Friday 23 – Sunday 25 October 2020 
Schwäbisch Gmünd, Germany 

Teacher: Deb Lees 
Class Musician: Kevin Lees 

Ball Musicians: Kevin Lees, Phill Jones, 
Màrtainn Skene 

Full details and application form on 
www.rechbergscottishdancers.de 

 or contact Karin Schnabl 
gamundia@rechbergscottishdancers.de 

REIGATE SCOTTISH DANCE CLUB 
Formal Dance 

Saturday 14 March 2020 
7.30pm - 11.00pm 

Reigate School, Pendleton Road, Reigate, 
Surrey RH2 7NT 
Ian Robertson 

Programme: Ways in New Hall, 
The Edinburgh Toy Shop, The Swan and  
the Tay, John of Bon Accord, Farewell to  
Balfour Road, Midsummer Common,  
The First Rain of Spring, Festival Fling, 
Triple Happiness, Linnea’s Strathspey, 
Polharrow Burn, Auchinellan Jig, The Dream 
Catcher, James Gray, The Rutland Reel, 
Seton’s Ceilidh Band, MacDonald of Keppoch, 
Mairi’s Wedding 

Tickets £17 on the door includes buffet  
and a glass of wine 

Enquiries: wmitton517@btinternet.com 
www.reigatescottish.org.uk 

BERKHAMSTED STRATHSPEY AND 
REEL CLUB 

Spring Dance 
Saturday 16 May 2020 

7.30 - 11.00pm 
Kings Langley School, Love Lane,  

Kings Langley, Herts WD4 9HN 
Calum Mitchell’s SCD Band 

Programme: EH3 7AF, Maureen’s Reel, 
Blervie Castle, Earlstoun Loch,  
The Luckenbooth Brooch, The Paisley 
Weavers, Three and One, Sands of Morar, 
Maxwell’s Rant, The Compleat Gardener, The 
Bonnie Lass o’ Bon Accord, Shiftin’ Bobbins, 
The Black Bear (Galbraith), The Starry Eyed 
Lassie, Schiehallion, Friday’s Child, The Wind 
on Loch Fyne, Airie Bennan, Cramond Bridge, 
Neidpath Castle, St Andrew’s Fair, The Reel 
of The Royal Scots. Extra: Happy Returns 

Tickets: £15 Bring and Share Buffet  
(Please bring finger food on disposable plate)  

Contact Ireen Goulding, 07939 201857 or 
events@berkhamstedreelclub.org 

For further information see website 
www.berkhamstedreelclub.org 

RSCDS CHELTENHAM BRANCH 
Day School 

Saturday 25 April 2020 
9.45am - 4.45pm 

Reddings Community Centre,  
North Road West, Cheltenham GL51 6RF 

Teachers: Deb Lees (Advanced and General) 
Hilary Foulkes (Beginners) 
Musician: Keith Anderson  

(Advanced and General Classes) 
£6 per class 

Optional soup and cheese available  
5.00 - 6.00pm £4 

Evening Dance 6.30 - 9.30pm  
including refreshments 

Dancing to recorded music. Entry: £6 
Contact Hilary Foulkes, 01285 851798 or 

cheltenhamrscds.tickets@gmail.com 
or visit our website for more details 
www.cheltenhamrscds.btck.co.uk 

RSCDS OXFORDSHIRE BRANCH 
Annual Ball 

Saturday 24 October 2020 
7.30 - 11.30pm 

Headington School, Headington Road,  
Oxford OX3 7TD 

Ample free parking and on the London-
Oxford bus route with stop near to the school 

Ian Muir and the Craigellachie Band 
 

Full details in Reel 313 or on our website 
Contact Helen Houghton-Carr, 07531 469213 

or events.rscdsoxfordshire@gmail.com 

HARROW & DISTRICT 
CALEDONIAN SOCIETY 

Spring Dance 
Saturday 18 April 2020 

7.00 – 10.30pm 
St Martin’s Church Hall,  

Eastcote Road, Ruislip HA4 8DG 
Ian Muir (Prestwick) with Bob Parsons 

Programme: Auchinellan Jig, John of Bon 
Accord, The Daffodil (Drewry), The First Rain 
of Spring, Catch the Wind, The Flower o’ the 
Quern, The Aviator, The Rutland Reel, 
MacDonald of Keppoch, Jim’s Haberdashery, 
Kinfauns Castle, Glastonbury Tor, Miss 
Eleanor, The Scallywag, The Falls of Rogie, 
Broadway, Major Ian Stewart, The Irish Rover 

Tickets £14 including refreshments 
Advance booking only, please 

Contact Mick Madigan, 020 8863 5306 or 
ms_madigan@btinternet.com  

www.harrowscottish.org.uk 

mailto:abingdonscdc@gmail.com
http://www.abingdonscdc.wordpress.com
http://www.addlestonescottish.org.uk
http://www.berkhamstedreelclub.org
http://www.rscds-bhs.org.uk
mailto:margaret.brscds@ntlworld.com
mailto:chair@rscds-brighton.org.uk
http://www.rscds-brighton.org.uk
http://www.bhscdc.org.uk
mailto:info@camberleyreelclub.org.uk
http://www.camscotsoc.org.uk
mailto:cheltrscdssec@gmail.com
http://www.cheltenhamrscds.btck.co.uk
mailto:duracellbunney@tiscali.co.uk
http://www.cheltenhamscottishsociety.btck.co.uk
http://www.jockjigging.btck.co.uk
http://www.chiswickscottish.org.uk
mailto:secretary@chiswickscottish.org.uk
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mailto:angelaross87@hotmail.com
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mailto:seclasses@rscdslondon.org.uk
mailto:treasurer@rscdslondon.org.uk
http://www.rechbergscottishdancers.de
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mailto:events.rscdsoxfordshire@gmail.com
mailto:ms_madigan@btinternet.com
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Other Scottish Country Dance Organisations 

Many thanks to all who contributed to this issue of The Reel, including the following for providing photos: p1: Top - Ian Thomson; Rachel - Stephen 
Webb (SJW). p2: Jim - SJW; Andrew Kellett - from himself. p3: Christmas - Petar Petkovic; music and class photo - from Meryl Thomson; Jane, Burns’ 
Ceilidh - SJW. p4: Family class - Peter Kendrick; Elizabeth and piper - SJW. p5: Joan - SJW.p6: Ellis and Chris - SJW; Cartoon - used with permission of 
Joan Miles. p7: Jeremy - from himself; p8: All - from Branch archives;  p9: Jimmy - Lindsey Jane Rousseau; Irene - from Branch archives; Alex - from Gill 
Russell; Peter K & Jenny - SJW; Bill - from Branch archives, Colin - from himself; John, Peter, Wilson & Denise - SJW, Centrefold: 1 - Margaret Catchick; 
2-4, 6-8, 10-13 - SJW; 5 - Petar Petkovic; 9 - Fiona Spence. p12: Rachel & watermark - SJW; Ellen - from Branch archives. p13: Jimmie - from himself;  
St Andrew’s Ball - from Stephen Hartley. p14: Meryl - Ian Thomson; Annette - with permission from the British Library; other music - from Meryl 
Thomson. p15: Ken - Petula Martlew; Two of a Kind - SJW. p16: Maureen - SJW; Iain - Irene Nicholson. p17: John - Anne King; presentation - SJW; 
Michael - SJW; Paul - Liz Bracken. 90th Anniversary logo - designed by Thelma-Jane Robb. 
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GREENFORD AND DISTRICT CALEDONIAN ASSOC. Meet at the British Legion 
Hall, Oldfield Lane, Greenford. Visitors welcome. Tuesdays 8.00-10.00pm. 
Details: Janet MacPhail 020 8560 7670 or enquiries@greenfordcaledonian.net 

GUILDFORD SCDC Meets at Onslow Village Hall, Wilderness Rd, Guildford, 
GU2 7QR most Mondays at 8.00pm from Sept-June. Details: 01420 362530 
or www.gscdc.org.uk 

HARPENDEN SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCING CLUB Meets every Tuesday at 
8.00pm at Lourdes Hall, Southdown Road, Harpenden. Details: Val Owens,  
29 Palfrey Close, St Albans, Herts AL3 5RE, 01727 863870 or HSCDC.org.uk 

HARROW & DISTRICT CALEDONIAN SOCIETY Classes Wednesdays  
8.15-10.15pm, St Albans Church Hall, Norwood Drive (off The Ridgeway), 
North Harrow. Also a variety of other activities. 
Details: Sheena Henderson, mail@harrowscottish.org.uk or 07719 985025 
or www.harrowscottish.org.uk 

HAYES & DISTRICT SCOTTISH ASSOCIATION Meets Fridays 8.00-10.00pm, 
Sept-July in Hayes, Middx. Beginners and experienced dancers welcome. 
Details: Margaret Wallace, 01895 633642 or www.hayesscottish.org.uk 

HERTSMERE REEL CLUB Monthly dances on third Saturday (exc. Aug & Sept) 
7.30-11.00pm, Tilbury Hall (URC), Darkes Lane, Potters Bar EN6 1BZ.  
Details: Margaret King, 0208 440 3236 or margaret.king4@hotmail.co.uk 

JERSEY CALEDONIA SCD GROUP Details: Joy Carry, Les Arbres, Rue des 
Cateaux, Trinity, JE3 5HB, 01534 862205 or jcchanjoy97@gmail.com  
Alan Nicolle, 01534 484375 or alan.nicolle88@gmail.com or Brenda Gale, 
01534 862357 or scottishcountrydancingchannelislands.blogspot.com 

LONDON HIGHLAND CLUB Meets regularly at St Columba’s, Pont Street, 
London SW1X 0BD. Details: Frank Bennett, 020 8715 3564 or 
www.londonhighlandclub.co.uk 

LUCY CLARK SCD CLUB Meets Thursdays at the Wendover Memorial Hall, 
Wharf Road, Wendover HP22 6HF. Beginners class 7.00-8.00pm, Social 
Dancing 8.00-10.00pm. Details: Liz Mitchell, 07947 000368 or 
info@lucyclark.org.uk or www.lucyclark.org.uk 

MAIDENHEAD SCOTTISH DANCING CLUB Meets every Tuesday 8.00pm at  
St Piran’s School, Gringer Hill, Maidenhead, Berks SL6 7LZ. Last Tuesday 
in the month is Social Dancing Evening. Details: Jane Courtier, 16 Ostler 
Gate, Maidenhead, Berks SL6 6SG, 01628 628372 or 
maidenheadscottishdancing.org.uk 

MAIDSTONE (COBTREE) SCD GROUP Meets every Wednesday 7.30-10.00pm 
at The Grove Green Community Hall, Maidstone. Details: Dick Barford,  
55 Northumberland Road, Maidstone ME25 7JG, 01622 685984 

MEDWAY AND DISTRICT CALEDONIAN ASSOCIATION Dancing Mondays 
Bredhurst Village Hall, 1.30-3.45pm; Tuesdays and Thursdays  
St Mary’s Island Community Centre, 8.00-10.00pm. Beginners welcome 
at all. Details: Lyn Sutton-Jones, 07831 154038 and 
www.medwaycaledonians.co.uk 

MID SUSSEX SCOTTISH DANCING GROUP Mixed Ability Group meets every 
Tuesday in Hurstpierpoint Village Centre BN6 9UY 7.45-10.30pm.  
Details: franbramham@hotmail.com 

MILTON KEYNES BRANCH RSCDS Mixed ability class Mondays 8.00-10.00pm. 
Bradwell Village Hall, Milton Keynes. Details: Jan Jones, 52 Aintree Close, 
Bletchley, Milton Keynes MK3 5LP, 01908 378730 or jange@verybusy.co.uk 

NORWICH RSCDS Dancing on Mondays from Sept-May/June at the Dance & 
Drama Studio, Sewell Park College, Constitution Hill, Norwich NR3 4BX. 
Beginners from 7.00-8.15pm and general dancing 8.20-9.30pm. Details: 
Sue Petty on 01603 741639 or secretary@rscds-norwich.org.uk 

ORPINGTON & DISTRICT CALEDONIAN SOCIETY Dancing every Thursday  
8.00-10.15pm at Petts Wood Memorial Hall. Beginners’/Improvers’ Class 
every Monday 8.00-10.15pm at St Pauls, Crofton Road, Orpington.  
Details: Hadyn Davies, 020 8658 9188 or hadyndavies@gmail.com or 
www.orpingtonscottishdancing.com 

OXFORDSHIRE BRANCH RSCDS Dancing on Thursdays throughout the year in 
Oxford. Details: Christine Jeffery 01844 278242 or 
christinej201@hotmail.com or www.rscdsoxfordshire.org.uk 

READING ST ANDREW’S SCOTTISH DANCING SOCIETY Dancing at St Andrew’s 
URC, London Road, Reading, RG1 5BD from 8.00-10.00pm, Sept-May, 
Tuesdays (elementary), Wednesdays (general), 1st & 2nd Thursdays of 
each month (advanced). Details: Duncan Barnet, Flat 4, 8 Western Elms 
Avenue, Reading RG30 2AN 0118 956 9289 dbarnet@waitrose.com or 
www.scottishdancingreading.org 

REIGATE SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE CLUB Meets most Mondays 8.15-
10.15pm, Sept-May at the Redhill Methodist Church Hall, Gloucester Road, 
Redhill, Surrey RH1 1BP. Details: Wendy Mitton, 01737 766244 or 
wmitton517@btinternet.com or www.reigatescottish.org.uk 

RICHMOND CALEDONIAN SOCIETY Meets at the Oddfellows Hall, Parkshot, 
Richmond, every Wednesday evening at 7.30pm from mid-Sept. to mid-
June. Details: www.richmondcaledonian.co.uk or 020 8878 3445 

SANDERSTEAD URC SCOTTISH DANCE GROUP Dancing Tues 8.00pm at 
Sanderstead URC Hall, Sanderstead Hill, South Croydon. 
Details: Graeme Wood, 01883 627797 or gwood@gna.cc 

ST COLUMBA’S CHURCH OF SCOTLAND, Pont Street, London SW1X 0BD  
St Columba’s Dancers meet most Mondays from Oct to May, 7.15-10.00pm. 
Admission free except for Band Nights when a charge will be made. 
Details: Valerie Strachan, 020 8693 5355 or 
valeriestrachan@btinternet.com or www.stcolumbasdancers.org 

ST JOHN’S SDC, WOKINGHAM Meet every Thurs 8.00-10.15pm Sept-June at 
St Sebastian’s Hall, Nine Mile Ride, Wokingham. All standards welcome. 
Details: Kate Thomson, 0118 9860681 sec.stjohns.scdc@gmail.com  
Also Children’s Class Sats 9.30-11.00am at the Parish Hall, Crowthorne. 
Details: Deborah Draffin, 01344 776831  

SCOTTISH ASSOCIATION FOR WALLINGTON, CARSHALTON & DISTRICT  
Hold weekly social dance on Thursday evenings from 8.00-10.00pm at 
Collingwood School, Springfield Road, Wallington SM6 OBD. Details: Maggie 
Westley, 020 8647 9899 or 07956 937157 or westley.maggie14@gmail.com 

SIDCUP & DISTRICT CALEDONIAN ASSOCIATION Dancing on Wednesdays from 
8.00-10.15pm throughout the year at Hurst Community Centre, Hurst 
Road, Bexley, Kent. Details: Jenny Gavin, 48 Eastbrook Road, Blackheath  
SE3 8BT, 020 8856 4522 

SOUTH EAST ESSEX SCOTTISH SOCIETY Dancing Fridays, 7.30-10.15pm,  
St Peter’s Church Hall, Eastbourne Grove, Southend (near hospital). 
Tuition 7.30-9.00pm. Details: Graham Easton, 01702 587808 or 
graham.easton@btinternet.com or www.seess.org.uk 

SOUTH EAST HERTS SCDS Classes for all standards, in Hertford, Tuesdays in 
term time. Monthly dances Sept-June, in Ware, usually second Friday. 
Sunday afternoon Family Dances once a term. Details: Douglas Hedley, 
07980 405152 or sehscds@hotmail.com or www.sehscottishdance.org/news 

SURBITON & DISTRICT CALEDONIAN SOCIETY Dancing every Thursday at 
8.00pm from Sept-June at St Mark’s Church Hall, Church Hill Road, 
Surbiton. Details: David Horwill, 32 Wolsey Road, Sunbury-on-Thames, 
Middx TW16 7TY or www.surbitoncaledonian.co.uk 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS BRANCH RSCDS Beginners/intermediate classes on Tues 
8.00-10.00pm and advanced classes Thurs 8.00-10.00pm at St Augustine’s 
School, Wilman Rd, Tunbridge Wells TN4 9AL. Details: George Daly, 
1 Broadwater Rise, Tunbridge Wells TN2 5UE, 01892 534512 or 
www.rscdstunbridgewells.org.uk 

WATFORD & WEST HERTS SCOTTISH SOCIETY Beginners/Improvers Class  
at Nascot Wood Recital Hall, Nascot Wood Road, Watford WD17 4YS 
Mondays from 8.00-9.30pm and General/Beginners Class at All Saints’ 
Church Hall, The Green, Croxley Green, Rickmansworth WD3 3HJ 
Thursdays from 7.30-10.00pm. Details: Stuart Kreloff, 60 Tunnel Wood 
Road, Watford WD17 4GE, 01923 492475 or reel@watfordscottish.org.uk 

WELWYN GARDEN CITY SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE CLUB Meets Wednesdays 
8.00-10.00pm Sept-June at Lemsford Hall, Lemsford Village, Welwyn 
Garden City. All welcome. Details: Douglas Wood, 01582 469928 or 
welwyn.scdc@uwclub.net or www.sehscottishdance.org/Welwyn 

WEMBLEY & DISTRICT SCOTTISH ASSOCIATION Dance Class Mondays 8.00pm. 
The Church of the Ascension, The Avenue, Wembley, Middx. Details:  
Mrs Caroline Hamilton, 31 Boundary Road, Eastcote, Pinner, Middlesex 
HA5 1PW, 0208 866 2378 or info@wdsa.co.uk 

WEYMOUTH SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCERS (Formerly South Dorset 
Caledonian Society) Dancing at St Edmund’s Church Hall, Lanehouse Rocks 
Road, Weymouth, Dorset, Wednesday, 7.30-10.00pm. 
Details: Miss Valerie Scriven, 13 Fenway Close, Dorchester, 
Dorset DT1 1PQ, 01305 265177 

WINCHESTER BRANCH RSCDS Classes Tuesdays 8.00-10.00pm. Club nights  
1st and 3rd Wednesdays 8.00-10.00pm. Both evenings at St Peter’s School, 
Oliver’s Battery Rd North, Winchester. Details: Wendy Mumford (teacher), 
20 Blendon Drive, Andover SP10 3NQ, 01264 363293 or 
wendy@mumford.com 

WITHAM & DISTRICT CALEDONIAN SOCIETY Dancing every Wednesday  
8.00-10.00pm. The Centre, UR Church, Witham, Essex. 
Details: Alex Daniel, 01621 855548 or alexsdaniel@aol.com 

Credits 

...Continued from p19 

Errata: In Reel 310 p7 in the band photo caption Ruth Lindsay was 
wrongly identified as Shona MacFadyen, apologies for this. 
The Dance Debate part 2 will appear in Reel 312 instead of Reel 311 
due to space restrictions. 

http://www.musicaviva.com
http://www.kallkwik.co.uk/hemel
mailto:sales@hemel.kallkwik.co.uk
mailto:enquiries@greenfordcaledonian.net
http://www.gscdc.org.uk
HSCDC.org.uk
mailto:mail@harrowscottish.org.uk
http://www.harrowscottish.org.uk
http://www.hayesscottish.org.uk
mailto:margaret.king4@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:jcchanjoy97@gmail.com
mailto:alan.nicolle88@gmail.com
scottishcountrydancingchannelislands.blogspot.com
http://www.londonhighlandclub.co.uk
mailto:info@lucyclark.org.uk
http://www.lucyclark.org.uk
maidenheadscottishdancing.org.uk
http://www.medwaycaledonians.co.uk
mailto:franbramham@hotmail.com
mailto:jange@verybusy.co.uk
mailto:secretary@rscds-norwich.org.uk
mailto:hadyndavies@gmail.com
http://www.orpingtonscottishdancing.com
mailto:christinej201@hotmail.com
http://www.rscdsoxfordshire.org.uk/
mailto:dbarnet@waitrose.com
http://www.scottishdancingreading.org
mailto:wmitton517@btinternet.com
http://www.reigatescottish.org.uk
http://www.richmondcaledonian.co.uk
mailto:gwood@gna.cc
mailto:valeriestrachan@btinternet.com
http://www.stcolumbasdancers.org
mailto:sec.stjohns.scdc@gmail.com
mailto:westley.maggie14@gmail.com
mailto:graham.easton@btinternet.com
http://www.seess.org.uk
mailto:sehscds@hotmail.com
http://www.sehscottishdance.org/news
http://www.surbitoncaledonian.co.uk
http://www.rscdstunbridgewells.org.uk
mailto:reel@WatfordScottish.org.uk
mailto:welwyn.scdc@uwclub.net
http://www.sehscottishdance.org/Welwyn
mailto:info@wdsa.co.uk
mailto:wendy@mumford.com
mailto:alexsdaniel@aol.com


 
The Reel is provided as part of the membership benefits of RSCDS London Branch 

or through a subscription to the magazine. 
 

If you are not already a member or subscriber, please consider joining the Branch 
or subscribing to the magazine to help support RSCDS London Branch. 

 
Details of membership and subscription options can be found on  

page 3 of this magazine.   
 

You can subscribe for as little as £4 a year.  


