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Do you need to be a dancer to be a class musician?  
In part two of the interview with Robert Mackay we find out (see p7) 

The reel The Duke and Duchess of Edinburgh is performed in the presence of HRH The Princess 
Royal and Angus Macleod (both seen on the left) by St Columba’s Dancers:  Philippe & Lindsey 
Rousseau, Bob & Meg Harman, Jim Henderson & Maureen Campbell and Matthew Goulden &  
Iris Ronayne to the music of Ian Muir at a reception at London Scottish Regimental Headquarters,  
(5 March 2019). 

Celebrating 90 years! London Branch save the dates for 2020 (see p6) 

Embracing ceilidh 
dancing  
Read John Carswell’s view in our 
regular “In My Opinion” column
(see p14) also see p19 

Letters to The Reel  
Cool Downs - How important?, Bow 
and Curtsey - are we getting it 
right? (see p16) 

End of Season Dance 

Following the Branch AGM 

Saturday 8 June 2019 

Doors open at 6.15pm 

AGM 6.45 - 7.30pm 

Dance 7.30 - 10.30pm 

Upper Hall, St Columba’s Church,  
Pont Street SW1X 0BD 

Sandra Smith and Barbara Manning 
 

Hooper’s Jig ............................ 8x32 J 
Flowers of Edinburgh ................. 8x32 R 
Tulloch Gorm ........................... 8x32 S 
Old Nick’s Lumber Room ............. 8x32 J 
John of Bon Accord ................... 8x32 R 
Culla Bay ............................. Sq 4x32 S 
Lady Susan Stewart’s Reel ........... 8x32 R 
 

Major Ian Stewart ..................... 8x32 J 
La Tempête ............................... 48 R 
The Gentleman ........................ 8x32 S 
Ladies’ Fancy .......................... 8x32 J  
Crossing the Line ...................... 6x32 R 
Miss Gibson’s Strathspey ............. 8x32 S 
Follow Me Home ....................... 8x32 J 
The Montgomeries’ Rant ............. 8x32 R 

 
Admission includes light refreshments 
RSCDS members £9, non-members £11, 

full time students (with card) and  
spectators £5. All children (under 16) free 

All tickets to be purchased (cash only)  
on the door. All dances will be recapped 

Crib available at www.rscdslondon.org.uk 

Branch Report on Activities A roundup of activities for the 2018-2019 season 

(see p5). Also our chairman bids us adieu (see p2) 

A 150th Anniversary 
Jim Henderson writes about the 
Burns Club of London’s birthday 
celebration and history (see p9) 

Lives Remembered  
Michael Crawford, David Talbot and 
Carol Walker (see p17) 

Branch Dances 

Family Dance 

Saturday 8 June 2019  
2.00 - 4.00pm 

Upper Hall, St Columba’s Church,  
Pont Street SW1X 0BD 

Sandra Smith  
 

Circassian (big) Circle, Charlestown Chaser 
Gay Gordons, MC’s Choice, The Waratah 
Weaver, A Reel for Jeannie, The Dhoon, 
The Loch Ness Monster, Granville Market, 
MC’s Choice, Espie McNabb, The Barmkin, 
Canadian Barn Dance, The Dashing White 
Sergeant. Extras: Scotch Mixer, Round Reel 
of Eight, Witches’ Reel 

Admission includes light refreshments 
Families £12 or £4 per dancer 

All tickets to be purchased (cash only)  
on the door.  

The dances will be chosen from the above 
and will be talked and walked through. 

All young dancers, their families, friends  
and teachers are welcome. 

For more information: email 
childrensclass@rscdslondon.org.uk 

What is the SDA?  
Bob Donald gives us a brief history 
(see p13) 

Simon Wales, Jane Courtier and Sam Schad lead down in 
Margaret Parker’s Strathspey at the Combined Societies’ 
Dance hosted by London Branch, (30 March 2019).  
See report p2 

Teachers’ Association of Canada  
TAC tell us about their history and aims (see p8) 

http://www.rscdslondon.org.uk
mailto:editor@rscdslondon.org.uk?subject=The%20Reel
http://www.rscdslondon.org.uk
mailto:childrensclass@rscdslondon.org.uk
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Chairman’s Column by Margaret Catchick 
This is my last Chairman’s Column as, having been in the post for the last 

three years, I must now step down. It has not been easy to follow in 
Andrew Kellett’s footsteps  and I am grateful to him for all his past 
support not only during my term as Chairman but also when I was 
Secretary and he was Branch Chair. 

The problems facing London Branch are the same as those facing most 
Branches worldwide - how to attract new dancers, maintain members 
and encourage younger people to see the enjoyment to be had from 

Scottish country dancing. There is no doubt that the movement of 
companies from London to the suburbs and beyond, and the increase in the 

number of people now working from home, means that fewer existing dancers come into 
London for classes and dances. We therefore have to make our classes and dances more 
attractive so that dancers want to come into London. Perhaps we should have at least one 
event in a different area of London and its suburbs and not just concentrate on inner London 
as the focal point for everything we run. We hold a very successful class in Richmond and the 
Day School is currently held in Northwood so we are making a step in this direction. It is never 
going to be easy to please everyone as London is such a vast area. What some people consider 
a great location is to others completely the opposite, so perhaps we need to think more about 
moving some of our activities to areas further afield. 

Having said that it has been pleasing over the last few months to see an increase in those 
attending our classes - especially the Beginners’ Class at Park Walk. Many of our beginners have 
now become members also so this is definitely a step in the right direction. The Family Class is 
now also starting to take off and it is the young children attending these classes that are the 
future of the Society. I have confidence that the new Committee will take things forward even 
more and have every faith in the future of the Branch and SCD in the London area. 

Next year the Branch will be celebrating its 90th Anniversary and we have a number of extra 
events we are putting on to celebrate this momentous occasion and hope to see as many of 
you as possible at some or all of these. (see p6). The first of our anniversary events will take 
place on Sunday 1 March 2020 when we will be holding a tea dance at the London Scottish 
Regimental HQ in Horseferry Road, SW1P 2DX at which Ian Robertson and his Band will be 
playing. On 4 July 2020 we are re-introducing the Branch Garden Dance and this will be held in 
the beautiful grounds of St Helen’s School in Northwood which is the same venue as our Day 
School. Strathallan will be providing the music for this event which dancers are invited to 
attend in fashions from the last 90 years. The last of the special events, our 90th Anniversary 
Ball, will take place at Allum Hall in Elstree, an excellent location at which Marian Anderson 
and her SCD Band will play. So as you will see there will be something for everyone. These are, 
of course, in addition to the excellent programme of events we offer throughout the year. 

I cannot let my last Column go by without thanking all those both on and off the Committee 
for their help and support throughout my tenure. The Committee in particular work very hard 
to provide our members with such diverse activities and I am very grateful to them for all they 
have done and continue to do for the Branch. 

As the Branch moves closer to its 90th Anniversary I wish the Branch every success for its 
future. I may not be on the Committee but I will still be around and look forward to meeting 
you all again at dances and classes run by not only the Branch but by other groups and 
societies also. 

When I first joined the Committee in 2003 I said that I hoped to inspire others with my love of 
Scottish country dancing which is without doubt the most social and enjoyable form of dance.  
I hope you all agree and that you will also inspire others accordingly. The future of SCD, after 
all, is in all our hands. Happy dancing. 
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London Branch Matters and AGM notice ..... 3 
London Branch Dances and Classes  .......... 4 
London Branch Report of Activities .......... 5 
Advanced Technique Class Report ............ 6 
Music Matters .................................... 7 
TAC, ‘100 not out’  .............................. 8 
Celebrating the Burns Club of London ....... 9 
The Dancing World in Pictures .......... 10&11 

Scottish Dance Archives, A Circular Question . 12 
Dance Clubs supporting the Community  ... 13 
The Dance Corner, “In My Opinion” ......... 14 
The Dancers’ Dilemma - Which Tartan? .... 15 
Letters to The Reel, Two of a Kind ......... 16 
Lives Remembered: Three plus One ........ 17 
Forthcoming Events ............................ 18 
Other SCD Organisations, Credits ...... 19&20 

A closer look at the Contents of this Issue 

This year it was the Branch’s turn to organise the Combined Societies’ Dance at St Columba’s 
Church, and it really was a great dance – superb music from Frank Reid and his Band, great 
programme of dances submitted by the various societies and splendid refreshments from the 

Branch catering team, but where were all the 
dancers? The fact that five dance societies 
who use the hall – Branch, Highland Club, 
London Reelers, St Columba’s Dancers and the 
Little Ship Club - could only muster 74 paying 
adults between them either means that the 
membership is vastly overlapping, or has little 
interest in the event – and a quarter of those 
who were there left early to do the return 
battle with public transport! Yes, there were 
some there who would not normally support a 
Branch dance, but it was mostly the 
attendance of five MCs which differentiated 
the event from any other.  

Time for a rethink maybe? Do people want to 
come to central London on a Saturday evening? 
Let us have some Letters to The Reel….  

Combined Societies’ Dance Report by Simon Wales 

MC Simon Wales and Frank Reid and his SCD 
Band with Richard Furlong on drums and 
Emily Kostulin on fiddle, (30 March 2019). 

mailto:info@rscds.org
http://www.rscds.org
mailto:chairman@rscdslondon.org.uk?subject=RSCDS%20London
mailto:secretary@rscdslondon.org.uk?subject=RSCDS%20London
mailto:treasurer@rscdslondon.org.uk?subject=RSCDS%20London
http://www.rscdslondon.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/RSCDSLondon
https://twitter.com/londonrscds
https://YouTube.com/RSCDSLondonBranch
https://YouTube.com/RSCDSLondonBranch
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London Branch Matters 

As a member of RSCDS London Branch you can 
enjoy the following benefits: reduced rates at  
London Branch classes, dances and events; four 
issues per year of The Reel; 10% discount on 
items from the RSCDS shop and two issues per 
year of the RSCDS magazine The Scottish 
Country Dancer. Members wishing to pay by 
direct debit may now do so by completing a 
payment mandate either by clicking on the 
appropriate link in the table to the right of this 
text (for electronic Reel readers) or by going to 
www.rscdslondon.org.uk/membership-page 
Membership may also be purchased by Credit/
Debit Card or PayPal or by cheque payable to 
RSCDS London Branch by going to the same 
page. See full details on website. New members 
should also complete the membership application form on the London branch website. Membership enquiries and cheque payments should be 
addressed to the Membership Secretary, Gaynor Curtis, 60 Bishops Wood, Woking GU21 3QB, 01483 721989, membership@rscdslondon.org.uk 

Membership  
category  
 
and The Reel option 

Junior 
12-17 
years 

Young 
Adult 
18-24 
years 

Adult 
25 

years + 

2nd 
Branch  

The Reel 
only 

Adult  
Joint (2) 

25 years + 

Electronic (eReel) 
£14  £20  £24  £4  £4  £40  

The Reel by post (UK) £16  £22  £26  £6  £6  £44  

The Reel by post 
(Europe) 

£22  £28  £32  £12  £12  £56   

The Reel by post  
(Rest of the World) 

£25  £31  £35  £15  £15  £62  

The current rates for RSCDS membership through the London Branch are as follows: 

Membership 

The AGM of the London Branch will be held at St Columba’s Church 
(Upper Hall) Pont Street, London SW1X 0BD, on Saturday 8 June 2019. 
Tea and biscuits will be served at 6.15pm and the meeting will 
commence at 6.45pm. This will be followed at approximately 
7.30pm by our End of Season Dance which will also take place in 
the Upper Hall. Refreshments will be served during the interval of 
the dance. We would love to see members and friends of the 
Branch at both events but you are welcome whenever you arrive. 
However only Branch members are entitled to vote. 

 

AGENDA 

1. Apologies for Absence 

2. Approval of the Minutes of 9 June 2018 

3. Matters arising from the Minutes 

4. Report on the Branch Activities 2018-2019 

5. Treasurer’s Report and Statement of Accounts 

6. Confirmation/Appointment of Honorary President and Honorary 
Vice Presidents 

7. Appointment of Officers and Committee of Management 

8. Appointment of Auditor 

9. Motions  

10. Appointment of Branch proxy delegates to the Society AGM 

11. Any Other Business 
 

Note 1: As the number of nominations does not exceed the number 
of places available, there will not be an election under item 7. 
Nominations for the appointments at items 6, 8 and 9 will be taken 
from the floor at the meeting. 

Note 2: The Report (Item 4) is included on p5 of this issue of  
The Reel. The accounts and minutes of the previous meeting will 
be available at the AGM. Members can see them in advance by 
applying to: treasurer@rscdslondon.org.uk  and 
secretary@rscdslondon.org.uk respectively. 

 

MOTION Proposed by the Committee of Management 

At the 2016 Branch AGM it was agreed to reduce the size of the 
Committee from eleven ordinary members to six, to dispense with 
the role of Vice Chairman and to reduce the number of Officers to 
three. Whilst this has for the most part worked well the Committee 
of Management feels that in order to attract newer members to the 
Committee and in order for the Branch to achieve its aims, the size 
of the Committee should be increased. The Branch is very grateful 
to those members who have volunteered to take on roles once 
thought to be Committee responsibilities such as Membership 
Secretary and hope that they will continue to do so. In addition, 
the Committee would welcome help from other members who may 

RSCDS London Branch Annual General Meeting 8 June 2019 from 6.45pm 

not wish to be on the Committee but would be willing to help with 
running core activities such as classes and dances. 

The Committee of Management is therefore proposing that the post of 
Vice Chairman be reinstated, and that the number of ordinary 
Committee members be increased from six to eight. The following 
amendments to the Branch Constitution and Rules will therefore be 
voted on under item 9 at the meeting.  
(The Constitution is on the Branch website www.rscdslondon.org.uk 
under ‘Our Branch’ or send a large stamped addressed envelope to the 
Secretary to request a copy.) 

 

CONSTITUTION 

V. OFFICE BEARERS 

1.  Add ‘Vice Chairman’ after ‘Chairman’ 

2.  Add ‘Vice Chairman’ so as to read: ‘The Chairman and Vice- 
  Chairman shall hold office ….’ 

4.  Add ‘Vice Chairman’ after ‘Chairman’ 
 

VI. COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT 

(a).1. Add ‘Vice Chairman and replace ‘6 ordinary members’ with  
  ‘8 ordinary members’.  

(a).3. Add ‘The Vice Chairman shall preside, or in the latter’s  
  absence’ to second sentence. This sentence will now read: ‘In  
  the absence of the Chairman, the Vice Chairman shall preside, 
  or in the latter’s absence, a chairman shall be appointed from 
  among the Committee members present.’ 

 

VIII. DUTIES OF OFFICE BEARERS 

Reinstate the following sentence which relates to the duties of the  
Vice Chairman 

2.   Vice Chairman - The Vice Chairman will preside in the   
  Chairman’s absence at Committee or Local Association Meetings 
  and at meetings of the Committee. 

2. ‘Honorary Secretary’ and 3. ‘Honorary Treasurer’ become 3. and 4. 
 respectively. 

 

RULES 

OFFICE BEARERS 

6.   Re-instate ‘The Vice Chairman shall be eligible to hold that office 
 for no more than three years’ 

 Clause 6. becomes 7. 

NOMINATIONS 

18. Add ‘Vice Chairman’ after ‘Chairman’ 

19. and 20. - Replace ‘six’ with ‘eight’. 

The Reel should be seen as an interactive platform for the dance community to exchange views and opinions as well as information.  
The Editorial Team welcome any suggestions and contributions of photos and articles including reports of SCD events, especially  

London Branch and other RSCDS events, from members and readers alike. If you have something to say, tell us so we can share it. 

 

Direct debit payments now available for London Branch Membership and The Reel subscriptions 

http://www.rscdslondon.org.uk/membership-page
mailto:membership@rscdslondon.org.uk?subject=RSCDS%20London%20Branch%20Membership
https://pay.gocardless.com/AL00020ZBANV75
https://pay.gocardless.com/AL00020ZAP5996
https://pay.gocardless.com/AL0001MZ1TWFE0
https://pay.gocardless.com/AL00020ZCCHCE5
https://pay.gocardless.com/AL00020ZCCHCE5
https://pay.gocardless.com/AL00020ZA5GH54
https://pay.gocardless.com/AL00020ZBDDWTC
https://pay.gocardless.com/AL00020ZAQHYMV
https://pay.gocardless.com/AL00020Z9WSBVC
https://pay.gocardless.com/AL00020ZCD4SP8
https://pay.gocardless.com/AL00020ZCD4SP8
https://pay.gocardless.com/AL00020ZA93CSW
https://pay.gocardless.com/AL00020ZBFA8X7
https://pay.gocardless.com/AL00020ZAVTY0H
https://pay.gocardless.com/AL00020Z9ZXVXD
https://pay.gocardless.com/AL00020ZCFNB8R
https://pay.gocardless.com/AL00020ZCFNB8R
https://pay.gocardless.com/AL00020ZAHY4T0
https://pay.gocardless.com/AL00020ZBHWMR2
https://pay.gocardless.com/AL00020ZB3K33P
https://pay.gocardless.com/AL00020ZA0FGDQ
https://pay.gocardless.com/AL00020ZCKMN1P
https://pay.gocardless.com/AL00020ZCKMN1P
https://pay.gocardless.com/AL00020ZANGN5V
mailto:treasurer@rscdslondon.org.uk
mailto:secretary@rscdslondon.org.uk
http://www.rscdslondon.org.uk
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London Branch Dances and Classes 

Other London Branch 
Dances for 2019 

The following dance dates are confirmed 
for next season. Events take place at  
St Columba’s Church, Pont Street, London 
SW1X 0BD unless otherwise shown.  

  

21 September New Season Dance
 Strathallan 

19 October Day School and Evening 
 Dance, St Helen’s School, 
 Northwood, Middlesex 
 Ian Muir of Prestwick 
 and Day School Musicians 

23 October Autumn Wednesday Dance 
 TBA 

14 December Christmas Dance 
 Nicol McLaren 

For details of all our events please visit 
www.rscdslondon.org.uk 

Park Walk, London SW10 0AY 

Wednesdays 5, 12 and 19 June 2019, 
7.00 - 9.00pm  

Summer General Classes 
A general class suitable for dancers with 
some experience of Scottish country dancing. 
Teachers will include Samantha Schad, 
Mervyn Short and Simon Wales and Musicians 
will include Barbara Manning, Sandra Smith 
and Ian and Meryl Thomson 

Class fees: £7 per night for RSCDS members, 
£9 per night for non-members.  

Underground: South Kensington, Sloane 
Square. 

Free on-street parking available after 6.30pm 
(Chelsea match days 10.00pm) in nearby 
streets. 

Buses: 11, 22, 19, 49, 328, 319, 345 

No entry into the school permitted before 
6.40pm. No smoking or vaping on school 
premises. 

Contact: Jenny - classes@rscdslondon.org.uk 
 

Next Season 

Full details of next season’s Wednesday 
classes at Park Walk and other venues will 
appear in Reel 309. 

Park Walk Autumn Term 2019 

Beginners and Improvers; Technique 

Wednesdays 18 September – 27 November 2019 
(half term 23 October), 7.00 – 9.00pm 

Classes Christmas Party - 4 December 2019 

St Columba’s Church 

Upper Hall, Pont St, London SW1X 0BD 

Mixed Ability  

with teacher Jeni Rutherford 

Wednesdays 2.30 - 4.30pm during term time 

Summer term finishes on 26 June 2019 

A social class suitable for dancers with at 
least some knowledge of basic steps and 
formations. Visitors welcome. 

Class fee: £7 per class to recorded music 

For further information contact Jeni at 
jenirutherford@virginmedia.com 

Underground: Knightsbridge, Sloane Square. 

Buses: 19, 22, 137, 452, C1 

Richmond 

Oddfellows Hall, Parkshot, Richmond TW9 2RT 

Wednesdays 7.30 - 10.00pm during term 
time (beginners 7.30 - 9.00pm, improvers 
8.00 - 10.00pm) 

Summer term finishes on 19 June 2019 

Beginners and Improvers 

with teacher Judith Jones 

An introduction to basic steps and formations 
for new dancers while supporting others to 
develop their technique and general dancing 
skills. 

Class fee: £6 per class to recorded music 

Underground/Train: Richmond. 

Buses: 65, 190, 371, 391, 419, 490, 493 

Open Air Dancing  
in Kensington Gardens 

The Branch will be running informal open air 
dancing during the summer in Kensington 
Gardens (by the bandstand near the Round 
Pond) on Saturdays 17, 24 and 31 August 2019 
from 2.00 - 4.00pm. 

An MC will guide everyone through a 
programme of Scottish country and ceilidh 
dances. Everyone with or without experience 
of Scottish dancing is very welcome. Bring 
your family and friends, or just bring yourself 
(and a picnic if you wish) and enjoy dancing 
to some wonderful music. Admission is free. 

Please put the dates in your diary and do 
come along - we look forward to seeing you 
there! 

If the weather is bad, we may have to cancel 
the dancing. Please check our website 
www.rscdslondon.org.uk or Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/RSCDS 

Saturday, 19 October 2019 

St Helen’s School, Eastbury Road, 
Northwood, Middlesex HA6 3AS 

Teachers (in alphabetical order): 
 Kate Gentles 
 Antoine Rousseau 
 Samantha Schad 
 Rachel Shankland 

Musicians (in alphabetical order): 
 Barbara Manning 
 Ken Martlew 
 Sandra Smith  
 Ian and Meryl Thomson  

Musicians’ Workshop led by:  
 Ian Muir (Prestwick) 

Evening Dance with Ceilidh items:  
Ian Muir and the Day School Musicians  

Classes to suit everyone. DON’T MISS IT!! 

 

Full details in the next Reel 

EVENING DANCE 

Saturday 19 October 2019 
6.00 – 9.00pm 

Venue: St Helen’s School 
Ian Muir (Prestwick) and  
the Day School Musicians 

 
Hooper’s Jig ........................... 8x32 J 
Maxwell’s Rant ........................ 8x32 R 
Sugar Candie ........................... 8x32 S 
EH3 7AF ................................. 8x32 J 
The Sailor .............................. 8x32 H 
MacDonald of the Isles ............... 3x32 S 
The Reel of The Royal Scots ......... 8x32 R 
 
The Clansman .......................... 8x32 R 
Joie de Vivre ........................... 8x32 J 
The Belle of Bon Accord ............. 4x32 S 
Kingussie Flower ...................... 8x40 R 
Major Ian Stewart ..................... 8x32 J 
Miss Gibson’s Strathspey ............. 8x32 S 
The Montgomeries’ Rant ............. 8x32 R 

Day School Advance Notice 

Families in London  
Dance Scottish 

The Family Scottish Dancing Class will 
continue from September at:  

Fresh Ground 
Church of the 
Nazarene,  
68 Battersea 
Rise, London 
SW11 1EQ  

For more information see the Branch website 
or please follow our Families in London 
Dance Scottish Facebook page. 

Park Walk Primary School 

http://www.rscdslondon.org.uk
mailto:classes@rscdslondon.org.uk
https://www.rscdslondon.org.uk/category/branchactivities/branchclasses/mixedabilityclass/
mailto:jenirutherford@virginmedia.com
https://www.rscdslondon.org.uk/category/branchactivities/branchclasses/basicskillsandimprovers/
http://www.facebook.com/RSCDS
http://www.rscdslondon.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/Families-in-London-Dance-Scottish-464976483877706/
https://www.facebook.com/Families-in-London-Dance-Scottish-464976483877706/
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Introduction 
This report prepared by the Committee of 
Management will be presented to the AGM on 
Saturday 8 June 2019. Members’ comments 
are welcome at the meeting or any time. 

Overview 
Our aims for the year were to encourage 
more people to take part in and enjoy the 
benefits of Scottish country dancing by 
increasing the public profile of RSCDS London 
Branch, launch a new beginners’ class in 
another area of London and build on the 
success of the family taster class at Fresh 
Ground, Clapham. 

We had three very successful Open Air Dance 
afternoons in Kensington Gardens, and took 
part in Dance Around the World at Cecil 
Sharp House; numbers attending our classes 
are up and there has been a steady 
attendance at our dances. The Family Class 
is now gaining in support and numbers and 
we have continued to hold an occasional 
Sunday morning technique class for Advanced 
and Very Advanced dancers. 

We attempted to run two Ceilidh Sessions as 
suggested at the 2018 Branch AGM but these 
were not as successful as we had hoped. We 
will continue to pursue different means of 
attracting new dancers. 

Membership has however continued to fall 
despite having gained a number of new 
members. This is partly due to the natural 
fall in Life Members. 

Summarising, this has been a satisfactory 
year for the Branch.  

Membership 
Branch membership in March was 332 annual 
members, 102 life members and 62 second 
branch members: a decrease on the previous 
year. 83 members have opted to receive The 
Reel electronically. We are very grateful to 
Gaynor Curtis, our Membership Secretary, for 
ensuring our membership database is kept up
-to-date. 

Dances 
Attendance at the Christmas Dance was up 
on the previous year and we were pleased to 
welcome back to London David Hall and his 
Band for the occasion. The Burns’ Night 
Ceilidh was once again an outstanding 
success though numbers were slightly down 
on the previous record breaking year. 

Our Wednesday evening half-term dances 
continue to be popular and these are 
enjoyed by both the experienced and 
inexperienced dancer. 

The Branch is grateful to all the superb 
musicians who have played for us throughout 
the year, the MCs who have guided us 
through the dances, our hard working 
catering team and the many other people 
who contribute to the success of our dances. 

Classes 
Classes are held at Oddfellows Hall in 
Richmond, at St Columba’s Church Hall, Pont 
Street in Knightsbridge and at Park Walk 
Primary School in Chelsea. 

The Richmond Beginners’ Class continues to 
do well and the length of the class has been 
extended to cater for both Beginners and 
Improvers. 

The Wednesday Afternoon Mixed Ability Class 
held at Pont Street is also a very successful 
class. 

London Branch Matters 

As announced last year we reduced the 
number of classes held at Park Walk to two. 
We now hold a Beginners’ Class and have 
combined the Intermediate and Advanced 
Classes to form a Technique Class for 
Advanced and Intermediate dancers. 
Numbers attending the Beginners’ Class have 
improved and many of the beginners have 
now joined the Branch. The Technique Class 
has also seen an increase in attendance. 

Numbers attending the occasional Sunday 
morning Very Advanced Class have been 
steady and it is our aim to continue to 
promote this class. 

The Day School moved from Paddington 
Academy to an excellent venue at St Helen’s 
School in Northwood. Despite the move the 
event was once again very successful with 
115 dancers and 18 musicians enjoying 
excellent teaching and music, The number 
attending was very slightly down on the 
previous year which was to be expected 
following a move to a new venue. The 
success of the day owed much to the superb 
line-up of teachers and musicians and to the 
tireless work  on the day of members of the 
Committee and friends. 

We are grateful to all the teachers and 
musicians who have taught and played for 
our classes during the course of the year and 
also to the Committee and non-Committee 
members who administer the classes every 
week. 

Publicity 
The Reel remains our principal means of 
communicating with members and the wider 
Scottish country dance community. The Reel 
continues to be run by The Editorial Team 
whose members are Edward Bunting, Daniel 
Capron, Katy Sweetman, Ian and Meryl 
Thomson and Stephen Webb. The Reel is an 
excellent publication which our members can 
feel proud of. The Branch would like to thank  
all members of The Reel Editorial Team for 
their hard work in ensuring The Reel remains 
such an interesting and informative 
publication. 

In addition to The Reel, members and  
non-members of the Branch have been kept 
informed throughout the year of our 
activities via the website, social media and 
our eUpdates. We are extremely grateful to 
Meryl Thomson who continues to keep the 
Branch website up-to-date with information 
about our events and those of other clubs 
and societies in London and the South East. 
Thank you also to everyone both on and off 
the Committee who work on publicising our 
events. 

Three afternoons of dancing were held in 
Kensington Gardens during the summer 
providing the opportunity to showcase 
Scottish dancing to the public and to 
encourage them to come to classes. In 2018 
we were blessed with a superb summer and 
all the scheduled afternoons of dance went 
ahead. 

The Branch would like to thank all dancers 
who supported these afternoons of dancing 
and the musicians and MC’s who made the 
afternoons a great success. 

Demonstration Group 
The Demonstration Group continues to meet 
on a monthly basis. The group has performed 
at several functions this season including 
Dance Around the World at Cecil Sharp 
House. 

We are very fortunate that Mervyn Short 
continues to teach the class frequently 
accompanied by Neil Esselmont. 

Family Activities 
Last year we changed the format of the 
children’s class to make it into a family class 
which is held at Fresh Ground Church of the 
Nazarene Hall at Clapham Junction. This 
change of format is now starting to pay 
dividends and the number of families 
attending is growing. We will be holding a 
family dance prior to this year’s AGM and are 
hopeful that this will be successful. 

We are grateful to both Marjory Reid and 
Chris Hood for their continued commitment 
to the class and to the teachers who have 
taught the class throughout the year. 

Bookstall 
Daniel Capron, who is Manager of the Branch 
bookstall, has taken the bookstall to many 
Branch events. A list of stock is available on 
the Branch website. Thanks go to Daniel for 
running the bookstall. Daniel has, however, 
decided that he can no longer continue in 
this role and we are looking for someone to 
take it over. If this does not happen then we 
will consider whether there is sufficient 
demand to have a Bookstall. 

RSCDS Headquarters 
Andrew Kellett, past Branch Chairman, is 
now Chairman of the Society and London 
Branch is very proud to have Andrew amongst 
its members. We will work with Andrew in 
helping him achieve his aims for the Society. 

Volunteers 
It is not only the members of the Committee 
to whom the Branch owes a debt of gratitude 
but to all volunteers who give their time and 
energy to help us achieve our aims. On 
behalf of the Branch a sincere thank you to 
all of you who have assisted us with our 
activities during the year. Without your 
dedication and commitment we could not 
continue to prosper. 

We would also like to thank those in the 
office at St Columba’s, and especially the 
caretaking staff, for looking after our every 
need. 

Priorities for 2019-2020 

a) Continue to encourage more people to 
take part in and enjoy the benefits of 
Scottish country dancing  

b) Build on the success of the family class in 
Clapham 

c) Launch direct debits as a means of paying 
subscriptions 

d) Celebrate the start of our  
90th Anniversary Year in style with the 
first of our Anniversary events. 

Report on Activities in 2018-2019 

Branch Bookstall 

The Branch Bookstall sells Scottish country 
dancing books and CDs and also Branch 
badges. Daniel plans to take it to the AGM 
and dance on 9 June 2019. Books and CDs can 
also be sent out by post. Current stock is 
listed on the Branch website, 
www.rscdslondon.org.uk  
As previously announced, Daniel Capron will 
shortly step down as bookstall manager. But 
for the moment he can still be contacted 
(see below) with any queries or orders. 

74B Thurlow Park Road, London SE21 8HY, 
bookstall@rscdslondon.org.uk 020 8670 6918  

http://www.rscdslondon.org.uk
mailto:bookstall@rscdslondon.org.uk
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Having been out late on 9 March 
2019 at the RSCDS Milton 
Keynes Ruby Dance the night 
before, I was not fazed by an 
early start to drive into London 
for the Advanced Sunday Class 

being taught by Philippe 
Rousseau in the well suited 

surroundings of the Band Hall. I had 
attended, in the past, other such classes taken by 
Philippe and liking his style knew we would all be in 
for a treat. Philippe approaches teaching with that 
of a caring father nurturing an art form, which of 

course SCD is and dancing it well upholds the 
traditions, aims and objects of the RSCDS. Choosing, 
what on the face of it were three deceptively simple 
dances (when reading the descriptions) and analysing 
them through good technique, is what Philippe 
excels at.  

Those dances, all originally found in late 18th and 
early 19th century collections were, in order,  
Lady Baird’s Reel (Bk 18/3), Land O’ Cakes (Bk 29/1) 
and Todlen Hame (Bk 16/6) - a balanced programme 
of tempi as well as formations and all demanding 
technical competence. As I danced them I wondered 
what form the instructions had originally taken, 
before the Society published them!  

The reel was challenging in all ways with a 
promenade and a poussette with unconventional 
beginnings and endings followed by extensive setting 
involving difficult entries into and out of the 
following-on figures. Try this dance in your club and 
be surprised. Then, the next; just like the reel, 
Philippe in a caringly appropriate exercise had us 
dance with the proper placing of feet whilst ensuring 
maintenance of good posture throughout. This 
dance, taking its name from a verse by the prolific 
Scottish poet, Robert Fergusson (1750-1774) and 
danced to Lady Kinloch of Gilmerton’s Strathspey, 
as confirmed by Ken Martlew our excellent class 
pianist for the morning, had its challenges too – in a 
word ‘phrasing’. A grand chain in six bars! And 
transitions into an allemande from a circle – all 
easier said than done. Then, well we all know Todlen 
Hame, but do we? To dance it well and make it look 
easy was the challenge for this jig. After two hours 
of excellent instruction I went on my happy way to 
the next dance that afternoon and reflected on 
Philippe’s words of praise ringing in my ears “quite 
good!” And wondered if he had realised that we 
were all doing our best! Really! 

There is talk that this could be Philippe’s last class, 
if this is so it would a great loss to the teaching of 
SCD – let us hope it is no more than a rumour! 

Ed. Also read Philippe’s “In My Opinion” on p12  
Reel 304. 

London Branch Advanced 
Technique Class Report  

by Stephen Webb 

Philippe, with Iris Ronayne, demonstrates how to 
cross down in Land O’ Cakes. 

If it is your first time or even not you may 
have much on your mind when there, Teaching 
Certificates, stooging, remembering dances or 
just hurrying from one party to another. It is 
very likely that you will pass along the 
corridor that links Lumsden vestibule with the, 
now covered, chequered court of Old Wing 
(see cartoon p7). Do take a moment to lift 
your eyes and notice the 14 stain glass panels 
just below the ceiling in the glazed side, they 
mostly incorporate the Saltire together with a 
theme relating to the activities of the 
university of which the Summer School is just 
one for the month of August and dating back 
to 1924. On the opposite wall there is an 
explanation of these. The title paragraph 
reads:  

“The 1996 centenary windows are designed 
around the calendar. Inspired by illustrated 
medieval calendars, each panel represents a 
month from University Hall life. The themes 
were chosen by former warden, Miss L Walker 
and residents of Hall, represented by Kirsty 
Beck.” 

The panel concerning the RSCDS also has the 
watercolour design on display on which it is 
based. 

Readers can also read a companion article on 
p17 of Scottish Country Dancer No 21 

Are you going to Summer School this Year? 
by Stephen Webb 

Stained Glass 

Watercolour 
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Music Matters 

THE FRANK REID SCOTTISH DANCE BAND 
Broadcasting band for Scottish country 
dances, Reeling, Ceilidhs and Weddings. Any 
size of band from one to seven with PA to 
match from 100 to 2000 watts. Particularly 
interested in any ideas for expansion of 
ceilidh market. The Granary, Park Lane, 
Finchampstead, Wokingham RG40 4QL. Tel/
Fax: 0118 932 8983 or reel@frankreid.com 

CALEDONIAN REELERS 
Well established three-piece SCD band, 
consisting of accordionist, fiddler and 
drummer. Caller/piper can also be supplied. 
Available for RSCDS dances, ceilidhs, 
weddings, reeling. Anywhere, anytime for 
your function. Please contact Derek Chappell 
01206 764232 / Mary Felgate 07866 757401 
for further information, or 
derek_chappell@aol.co.uk 

IAN ROBERTSON AND HIS SCOTTISH 
COUNTRY DANCE BAND 
Solo, duo or trio available for Scottish 
country dances, classes, weddings, ceilidhs 
and reeling events.  
Contact Ian Robertson on 01296 630682 or 
ibrobertson@btinternet.com 

Bands 
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DanceCountry
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Contact: Mike McGuinness Tel: 020 8398 6799
or Tel/Fax: 020 8546 0075 (business hours)

 

Subscribe to receive The Reel alone at the 
following annual rates: Electronic (PDF) 
format £4, By post: UK £6, Europe £12, 
Rest of World £15.  

See www.rscdslondon.org.uk for details or 
contact Maggie Westley, 30 Stanley Road, 
Carshalton, Surrey SM5 4LF or 
reelsubscriptions@rscdslondon.org.uk 

An Interview with Robert Mackay - Part 2 

The Reel (Rachel Wilton) caught up with Robert Mackay in January last year to find out about 
his views on music, playing for Scottish country dance and how Scottish country dancing has 
influenced his life after his retirement from playing at Summer School. Read pt 1 in Reel 307. 

Do you need to be a dancer to be a good class 
musician and are dancers surprised to find you 
are a dancer? 
I do not think the musician needs to be. It is 
fine to probably just play, but I think it helps 
because one gets the feel of the speed that the 
music should be played at and this is not 
always played at the same speed depending on 
the level of class the pianist is playing for. 
Quite often people do not realise that I dance. 
I remember dancing in the Younger Hall one 
night and somebody said to me, “You are quite 
a good dancer” and I said, “No, I am a very 
good dancer because I used to dance in the 

demonstration team!”. Muriel Johnstone and I both used to dance in the demonstration team 
in the 1980s so we knew what we were doing. I think it does help. 

Do you miss dancing when you are playing? 
I probably did when I started because I was in the demonstration team and went abroad but 
gradually one becomes more attuned to the playing and now I find it more difficult to dance -  
I still dance but not as much, whereas I think I can still play so I am happier playing than 
dancing nowadays. 

Any advice for future class musicians? 
One has got to try and seek help from experienced musicians and I am always willing to help 
young people. I do not clutch onto my music and say, “this is mine”. We have a lot of young, 
very good musicians coming up and that is another reason why I did not mind retiring as they 
have to have a chance. Muriel and I had to work very hard because there were a lot of pianists 
who had been there for years and years and I think at a certain age, one has to give up and let 
young people take over. The thing is to help them. When we did music courses, people always 
said, “where do I find the music?” and one has got to know where these collections are. The 
Internet makes it easier but if one has knowledge of the great composers it does make a big 
difference. 

And picking an alternative tune for a dance, one just gets a feeling for it. We know, when one 
is practising things we say, “now that is not going to work, it does not do”. One has got to 
match the tunes and of course they have to be in the right keys to match each other because 
one can change dramatically from a flat key to a sharp key and this brings the dancers to 
attention but one has to be careful how the tunes merge in and one should not use slow airs 
along with strong strathspeys. If it is a 2/4 reel do not play another reel with a whole lot of 
notes in it. That just comes with experience; one begins to know what will work and what will 
not. 

How are new musicians being encouraged into the Scottish country dance world? 
When Muriel and I decided to teach music courses we were inundated with people who wanted 
to come to them. I like to think that Muriel and I have produced a whole lot of people now 
playing regularly at Summer School who came to the music courses that we did. We showed 
them how to put tunes together, how to pick tunes, how to find the music collections and  
I hope we encouraged them. We now have a great wealth of talent in these younger people. 

What is the implication at Summer School of other types of musicians? I believe Miss Milligan 
did not like the accordion, did she? 
When I went to Summer School one only played the piano for classes, there was nothing else.  
I started in 1977 and Miss Milligan died in 1978 but after a bit they had to accept accordions 
however it is not the same. The piano is a very direct instrument with the percussion bass and 
it is ideal for classes. Accordions, despite what they say, are not as good for classes and 
dancing to a fiddle is difficult because unless one does a bit of double stopping, there is not 
much bass on it so, especially for beginners and intermediates, it is very difficult to get the 
beat. Because Summer School ran short of pianists they had to use other instruments but I still 
think piano is the best instrument for dancing to. 

What has Scottish country dance meant for you and what are your future plans? 
It has meant the whole of my life really. It was just absolutely wonderful. I have been able to 
go abroad and dance in Russia, all over Europe and of course I have also met the Queen on 
three occasions which I would never have done if I had not done SCD. The first time I went to 
New Zealand Mary Stoker was teaching and that was a great experience and I am still friendly 
with Peggy Hudson who was in charge of the staff at that school. I have played in New Zealand 
about five or six times at the Summer School and that was wonderful. I also played in 
Australia; Johan MacLean and I did a wonderful tour there which was really excellent. I have 
also played a lot in Europe and little bit in North America. 

I would never have had opportunities like that, to dance on television, it has been wonderful. 
And of course I made friends throughout the world and that is even more important. My 
Christmas card list is still huge and I am still sending cards to people I met years ago at 
Summer School or when I went abroad. It has made a great difference to me. I have a lot to 
thank the RSCDS for. I suppose I should just say that I want to wish the RSCDS well and I shall 
keep taking an interest in it. I am still doing about five weekends in the year; I am not giving 
up altogether. Suddenly I find myself playing for the Very Advanced class in Edinburgh again, 
which I had not done for years, because they are short of pianists but I am cutting back. I hope 
people get as much pleasure out of it as I do and I hope that the younger people will give the 
service. Muriel and I have really given a lot of service to SCD but only because we have 
enjoyed it. We were brought up in the RSCDS both of us from a very young age and we have a 
great loyalty to it and I hope younger people will have that loyalty as well. 

Johan MacLean and Robert at RSCDS London 
Branch Day School, (17 October 2009). 

STOP PRESS 

A defibrillator will be available shortly at 
St Columba’s Church, Pont Street 
SW1X 0BD. More details will be announced 
in Reel 309. 

If you wish to receive London Branch 
information by email, whether a Branch 
member or not, (not more than once a 
month), please send your email address to 
publicity@rscdslondon.org.uk and we will 
add you to the list. 

mailto:reel@frankreid.com
mailto:derek_chappell@aol.co.uk
mailto:ibrobertson@btinternet.com
http://www.rscdslondon.org.uk/shop
mailto:reelsubscriptions@rscdslondon.org.uk
mailto:publicity@rscdslondon.org.uk?subject=Maintaining%20contact
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‘100’ Not Out! by Jim Cook 

With my retirement, I have visited many SCD 
clubs in Europe, from Spain to Finland, and 

from the Republic of Ireland to Russia.  
I believe I have danced in every European 
country with a recognised SCD club, from 
large Belarus to tiny Monaco. But how many 
clubs, I was asked? I did not know. With old 
diaries to hand, ignoring the UK and repeat 
visits to many clubs, I discovered that I was 
well into the nineties. Carrying on the count, 
98 was Chemnitz and 99 was Barcelona. But 
what about the 100th? 

I knew that Liz and Colin Anderson, who are 
leading lights in the Geneva Scottish Country 
Dance Club, ran their own club on Fridays 
across the border in Annecy (France) and this 
was on my list of places to visit. When  
I realised that St Andrew’s Day 2018 was  
a Friday, and that I would be in the area 
dancing with some of the Swiss clubs,  

I approached Liz and Colin asking if I could 
come dancing that evening in Annecy. When 

they learned that it was my 
100th, they asked me if I would 
like to take the evening. Once 
this was agreed, I could not go 
dancing in any other new place 
so as not to adversely affect 
this significant number. Liz and 
Colin reflected on the 
formation of their group in 
2015. 

‘Months were spent setting up 
the necessary Association, 
finding a room, and publicising 
the class. We approached the 
Mairie (Town Hall) of Annecy. 
Surely, some people who 
enjoyed using the English 
language, and who had an 
interest in things British would 

be tempted by SCD? But, no! However, the 
person in charge of town twinning told us he 
would circulate our information to those on 
his British twinning list - and, by the way, 
could we do a demonstration of SCD as part 
of the Annecy Christmas events? Of course 
we said, “Oui” - despite having zero 
members at that stage! 

We were ready to go with the first class of 
‘Scottish Country Dance Annecy’ on  
18 September 2015. Would anyone turn up? 
Enough people arrived, that first evening, to 
make up a set – which meant, equally 
importantly, that there were enough to pay 
for the room. They were all French except 
for one Brit. All were absolute beginners - 
which was a fascinating voyage of discovery 
for us both! 

Aline and Jim Cook with Jim’s celebratory cake and the 
Annecy Dancers - Colin on RHS, (30 November 2018). 

Christmas 2015 approached and dancing  

friends from Grenoble and Geneva came to 
assist with the demonstration, which 
produced more members for us.  

Three years on, some of our own members 
took part in the demonstration during the 
Christmas 2018 activities in Annecy. A couple 
of members have been to St Andrews 
Summer School. Some have danced at events 
in Grenoble, Méaudre and Lyon. One has 
enrolled for the Paris Spring Fringe! And 
now, they have had international Jim Cook 
come to teach them. We had a great 
evening. Thank you, Jim.’ 

But it is I who must congratulate Liz and 
Colin for their achievements and thank the 
Annecy Dancers for turning my ‘100th’ into  
a special occasion with an après dance party 
including a ‘100th’ cake … but without 100 
candles as I am not that old yet! 

I little suspected, having started at the 
University of Leeds in 1968, that SCD would 
become more important in my life than my 
degree as I am dancing long after I retired. 
Working for British Rail as privatisation 
loomed in 1996 a nice man asked me if  
I wished to retire early and as the offer was 
too good to resist, I joined the exodus of 
expertise that left the industry before 
fragmentation occurred. With the ability to 
travel cheaply by train I recall planning my 
first major tour, starting in Grenoble and, 
over a fortnight, visiting clubs in 
Switzerland, Germany, Austria and 
eventually Hungary, little suspecting that 
one day I would become an honorary member 
of the Budapest Scottish Dance Club! So,  
I reached ‘100’ in my 50th year of SCD. 
Thank you SCD!  

TAC Teachers’ Association (Canada) by Fiona Miller TAC Chairman 

In the spring of 1958 a 
group of SCD teachers, 
newly examined by Miss 
Milligan, met in Toronto 
to discuss the idea of 
forming an organisation 
to support those 

involved in this 
traditional art form in 

Canada. The Teachers’ 
Association (Canada) was born and we have 
just celebrated our Diamond Anniversary by 
gaining official Incorporation with Not-For-
Profit status. What an accomplishment and 
what a testimony to the goals and aims of 
our founder members! 
Our journey: Our first Bibliographer and 
Librarian, Bob (Robert) Campbell, received 
many questions about the correct way to 
perform/teach the RSCDS dances. This led to 
the publishing of TACNotes which covered 
the dances in the published RSCDS books up 
to Book 23. Since then there have been 
ongoing updates to include the more recent 
books. Bob Blackie, our fourth Chairman, 
with the help of Betty Thomson, decided to 
start our own Summer School in 1977 after 
attending St Andrews. This annual event is 
still going strong and will be held at Mount 
Royal University, Calgary, Alberta in this 
summer. The Teachers’ Conference Weekend 
and AGM this year will be held on 26 – 28 July 
and will also include a course for training 
DAA Assessors. Our Summer School will begin 
on 28 July with a week of classes and events 
for all levels of dancers. During this exciting 
week there will be courses for Intermediate 
and Advanced level Dance Achievement 
Assessments. Visit our website for updates on 
information or contact Ellen Sears 
sedirector@tac-rscds.org 

And as we look to the future, an association 
with a world-wide membership, we will 
continue to support and mentor SCD 
teachers, assist and facilitate the training of 
new teachers and run an annual week-long 
summer school for Basic, Intermediate and 
Advanced levels of dancers in order to 
encourage the highest level of excellence in 
teaching and dancing, while promoting and 
preserving the traditional music heritage of 
Scotland. TAC runs two divisions; TACBooks 
and TACSound. These divisions carry a large 
and up-to-date stock of SCD books and 
music. These are available for sale to 
anyone, the inventory can be viewed on our 
website: www.tac-rscds.org. We have 
produced our membership newsletter 
(TACTalk) continuously since 1976. It is 
available by subscription to non members 
(contact; membership@tac-rscds.org) or on 
line: www.tac-rscds.org for details. 
Scholarship Programmes: Our Association 
manages three –  
• The Bob Blackie Scholarship for a 

deserving dancer to attend our annual 
summer school,  

• The Bobby Brown Music Scholarship, a 
brilliant idea from Kathy Fraser Collins 
(Bobby Brown’s long time pianist) to 
support a musician to attend our annual 
summer school as an apprentice to the 
music director and 

• The Jubilee Fund established by  
Wes Clindinning in 1983 to assist teacher 
candidates attending the residential 
candidate course. 

There are also many projects that TAC is 
working on as we update our strategic plan. 
We are promoting awareness of our AskTAC 
programme. This is a forum where anyone;  
a teacher, dancer or interested member of 

the public, can ask questions regarding SCD 
or SCD music. We have a depth of knowledge 
within our organisation and questions 
received are forwarded to a mentor with 
relevant experience for follow-up. Plus a 
John Drewry Index and The Ken Nattrass 
Music Collection, see p14 Reel 305. 
Although started in North America our 
Association is open to all SCD teachers and 
we look forward to continuing support from 
all over the world where SCD and its music 
are enjoyed. All members enjoy visits from 
dancers who may be travelling in their area. 
Please feel free to contact arearep@tac-
rscds.org or info@tac-rscds.org for dates and 
times of classes and events or put you in 
touch with someone who can help. 
Ed - Reel 309 will feature the ATA, the 
Australian Teaching Alliance, formed in 1991.  

TAC 60th Anniversary Ball 

mailto:sedirector@tac-rscds.org
http://www.tac-rscds.org
mailto:membership@tac-rscds.org
http://www.tac-rscds.org
mailto:arearep@tac-rscds.org
mailto:arearep@tac-rscds.org
mailto:info@tac-rscds.org
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Celebrating the Burns Club of London’s Sesquicentennial by Jim Henderson 

How to plan the 
celebration of a 150th 
birthday? No, not my 
own. That is still quite 
a long way off and I do 
not expect to be around 
for it. I faced that 

question when I agreed 
to be President of the 

Burns Club of London for  
2018-19. The Club was launched with a 
Grand Inaugural Dinner organised by our 
founder, Colin Rae Brown, at Hallowe’en 
1868 in Covent Garden. Before describing 
how we celebrated I shall give a little 
background about the Club. 

Some readers of The Reel may be surprised 
to see an article about the Burns Club of 
London in these pages, but I am far from 
being the only member of London Branch 
who is also an active member of the Burns 
Club. Indeed, three of our recent Presidents 
have played an active part in London Branch 
for many years  James Fairbairn, who has 
now served three terms as President, Jeff 
Robertson, Business Editor of The Reel, and 
Neil Esslemont, who has piped for the 
demonstration team at home and abroad  
and is our Honorary Piper. Another Past 
President, David Cullens, will be well known 
to dancers in Kent, and Stuart Thom, 
Chairman of the Little Ship Club, is a 
member of our Council. Did you know that 
there is a magnificent statue of Robert Burns 
in Victoria Embankment Gardens? Our club 
holds a wreath laying ceremony there each 
year to mark the birthday of Robert Burns 
and it was at the unveiling of this statue in 
1884 that Colin Rae Brown and others 
dreamt up the idea of an international 
federation of Burns clubs. What is now  
The Robert Burns World Federation was 
established in 1886 and the part played by 
the London club was recognised by its being 
given number 1 on the membership roll of 
the Federation. 

Scottish dancing is quite addictive, and 
Robert Burns certainly found it enjoyable, 
too. He wrote, “In my seventeenth year, to 
give my manners a brush, I went to a 
country dancing school.” Recalling those 
days, his brother Gilbert wrote, “Robert 
excelled in dancing and was for a time 
distractedly fond of it.” I think we all know 
some people of whom that could be said! 
Burns refers to dancing in a great many of 
his poems and songs. One of the best known 
examples occurs in his great narrative poem 
Tam o’ Shanter where Robert describes how 
Tam, on his way home from a night in the 
pub, saw bright light and heard sounds of 
mirth and dancing coming from a ruined 
church building and went to investigate: 

And, vow! Tam saw an unco sight! 
Warlocks and witches in a dance; 
Nae cotillion brent new frae France, 
But hornpipes, jigs, strathspeys and reels, 
Put life and mettle in their heels. 

I think that captures the exhilaration of 
Scottish dancing, although when you read on 
it becomes clear it was not quite RSCDS style 
– but it was a dance of witches! 

Although the main focus of the club’s 
activities during its 150-year history has 
been the language, literature and music of 
Scotland, dancing has also been a regular 
feature. The syllabus for 1923-24 includes  
a Cinderella Dance (one that ends at 
midnight) but I have no information about 
the dance programme. For many decades  
a performance by the dancers as well as the 
pipes and drums of the Royal Caledonian 

Schools was included in all the grand 
concerts the club held and several of its 
other events. More recently ceilidh dancing 
has been a very popular part of our Annual 
Birthday Festival Dinner when we conclude 
the evening with two hours of ceilidh 
dancing to excellent live music. The event is 
held in The Caledonian Club and the 
Members’ Dining Room, with its wonderfully 
sprung floor, is transformed into a ballroom 
until 1.00am. In our regular meetings I can 
recall a talk on Scottish country dancing by 
the late John Laurie with illustrations by the 
London Branch demonstration team, a talk 
on the history of Highland dancing by Janet 
Cook with performances by her pupils, and 
the story of the 1745 Jacobite Rising being 
told by a group of Harrow Caledonians by 
narration, song and dance. In February 2018, 
in honour of our guest speaker and a 
member of our own club who have strong 
connections to The Globe Inn, which was 
frequented by Burns, we had a display of the 
jig of that name. It is one of three dances 
written by Jackie Johnstone in 1996 to mark 
the bicentenary of the poet’s death. The 
Globe Inn contains the figure dance to 
corners and set, not in the more familiar 
square formation (as in Gothenburg’s 
Welcome, for example) but rotated through 
45 degrees to make a diamond shape to 
represent the diamond stylus Robert used to 
engrave stanzas of some of his poems on 
window panes, including those of his 
favourite hostelry. That was well received so 
the following February we danced it again 
with a different team of dancers and 
followed it with The Bon Viveur because we 
thought the title described Robert Burns as 
well as Stewart Adam! 

So much for the Burns Club’s dancing 
credentials, but I promised to tell you how 
we celebrated our sesquicentenary. We 
decided that, in addition to our usual 
programme of meetings, and a daytime 
gathering in September to enable members 
we do not see at evening meetings to join 
us, we would organise some special events 
at the end of October, close to the 
anniversary of the Inaugural Dinner and 
invite the President of the Robert Burns 
World Federation to these. Bill Nolan, 
travelling down from Irvine in Ayrshire, 
Federation President, promptly agreed to 
join us. We became aware of a performance 
of Burns’s cantata The Jolly Beggars under 

the direction of Professor Kirsteen McCue of 
Glasgow University’s Centre for Robert Burns 
Studies. It was just what we wanted and 
Kirsteen has been a good friend of our Club 
for many years. A bonus was that 2018 was 
the 200th Anniversary of the first 
publication, in London, of the cantata with 
full musical score. The problem of finding a 
good venue was solved when the British 
Library agreed to become involved as their 
collection includes many relevant papers and 
offered the theatre in their Knowledge 
Centre. It can become quite complicated 
when three organisations with different 
backgrounds work jointly on a project, but 
there was goodwill on all sides and the date 
was fixed as Monday 29 October 2018. 

The other main event of the celebration 
was to hold a Service of Thanksgiving at 
Crown Court Church, Covent Garden with 
which our Club had a long association. The 
Club used to lay its wreath at the Burns 
statue on a Sunday afternoon in January and 
then take part in the evening service at 
Crown Court. To mark the 200th Anniversary 
of the birth of the poet, the Club had 
donated a stained glass window depicting 
Burns, the first church window in his 
memory. A further connection is that we 
believe the Bard’s brother William 
worshipped there while working for a 
saddler in The Strand. We received a 
generous and enthusiastic welcome from The 
Reverend Philip Majcher and the Kirk 
Session. Philip recommended inviting The 
Very Reverend John Chalmers, former 
Moderator of the Church of Scotland, to be 
guest preacher. John accepted the invitation 
and on Sunday 28 October 2018 we had an 
uplifting service followed by a buffet lunch 
at which Bill Nolan and I cut a cake to mark 
the Club’s 150th birthday. To complete the 
day the Burns Club members walked to the 
Burns statue where the two Presidents laid a 
wreath. On the way to the statue we were 
caught in a violent hailstorm, so it was a 
rather bedraggled, but undaunted, group of 
Burnsians who were piped through Victoria 
Embankment Gardens. A small group of us 
then made our way to Westminster Abbey so 
that Bill Nolan could also visit the Burns 
memorial in Poets’ Corner. The following 
day, having dried out, we held an 
Anniversary Lunch in the Caledonian Club, to 
which we had invited representatives of 
other Burns Federation clubs based in 
England. That went well and we were able 
to show some of our Club treasures. In the 
evening we made our way to the British 
Library. Ticket sales had been good, and it 
was heartening to see the auditorium filling 
up. The Federation President introduced the 
performance and presented a certificate of 
congratulations to our Club and then 
Professor McCue gave a very informative talk 
about the work. The performance which 
followed was superb! All of the performers 
were excellent, and it was entertaining to 
see how enthusiastically the ‘vagrants’ of 
the chorus were played by members of the 
University of Glasgow chapel choir! The 
reception for cast and audience which 
followed was a very happy occasion which 
brought a busy and memorable two-day 
celebration to a close. 

Our regular programme of events includes 
talks and performances of Scottish literature, 
music, etc and our annual Birthday Festival 
Dinner. Any reader of this publication would 
be welcome to join us at any of these. Visit 
burnscluboflondon.org.uk or follow us on 
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. 

Jim Henderson and Bill Nolan wreath 
laying at the Burns statue Victoria 
Embankment Gardens London, 
(28 October 2018). 

http://www.burnscluboflondon.org.uk
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The Dancing World… 

1. Dancing Fisherman’s Reel at the RSCDS London Branch Winter Wednesday 
Dance to music from Christina Hood and Sandra Smith, (20 February 2019). 

2. Dancing Holyrood Strathspey at the Winter Wednesday Dance as 1 above. 

3. Danielle and Jerry Reinstein are honoured 
with a dance party at Chiswick SCDS for their 
service to the club, (10 March 2019). 

5. Moragh Ormiston at 
St Columba’s Dancers Band 
Night, (4 March 2019). 

8. Liz Matthew from Geneva Scottish Dancing Club with 
London Branch president Rachel Wilton at St Columba’s 
Dancers Band Night, (4 March 2019). 

6. Every glass of bubbly was also given a generous helping of warm 
greetings at the reception held in Ashlyns Hall, Berkhamsted at the 
BRSC 67th Highland Ball from Anne Bradbury, Andrew Brown, 
Alan Goulding and Ann Dodd, (9 February 2019). 

4. The Craigellachie Band 
playing for Wembley and 
District Scottish Association 
Annual Ball at Allum Hall, 
Elstree, (23 February 2019). 

7. Muriel Johnstone and Ian Robertson playing for the dance Flora
Herts Scottish Society Caledonian Ball to celebrate the 100th Anniversary of the Society at Allum 
Hall, Elstree, (16 March 2019). 
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...in Pictures 

11. From left RSCDS Cambridge members John Thoburn & 
Tina Mello from Richmond Virginia on a 12 month sabbatical 
with Keith Smith fiddle from Ardnamurchan, SEHSCDS 
Chairman Ian Stewart and Anne-Laure Latour keyboard RSCDS 
Paris with fellow Americans Peggy and Bruce Edwards RSCDS 
Washington DC on a six month sabbatical at SEHSCDS ‘Early’ 
Spring Dance at Riverside Hall, Ware, (1 February 2019).  

8. Liz Matthew from Geneva Scottish Dancing Club with 
s 

9. Three founder members, Barbara Zimmer,  
Lesley Wort and Win Kennedy join current chairman 
Graham Wort at the Milton Keynes Ruby Anniversary 
Dance, and music from Nicol McLaren and the 
Glencraig Band with Shona MacFadyen on fiddle  
and Graham Hamilton, drums (9 March 2019). 

6. Every glass of bubbly was also given a generous helping of warm 
greetings at the reception held in Ashlyns Hall, Berkhamsted at the 
BRSC 67th Highland Ball from Anne Bradbury, Andrew Brown, 

12. Philippe Rousseau puts 
dancers through their 
paces as they dance the 
transition from the grand 
chain into the circle in 
Land O’ Cakes at the 
London Branch Advanced 
Technique Class - see p5, 
(10 March 2019). 

13. New BSRC president Marjorie 
(née Gillon) Brown with her new 
wall plaque depicting a raven, made 
by Stephen Webb, (23 April 2019). 

10. LHC Annual Ball held at St Columba’s 
Church. Band line-up from left: Bob Parsons, 
Duncan Black, Keith Anderson, Ian Muir 
(Prestwick) and Neil MacMillan with LHC 
President MC Peter Forrow watching the 
dancing, (2 February  2019). 

7. Muriel Johnstone and Ian Robertson playing for the dance Flora’s Fancy at Watford and West 
Herts Scottish Society Caledonian Ball to celebrate the 100th Anniversary of the Society at Allum 
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NB The jig The Nurseryman in RSCDS Book 37 
is dedicated to the late Roy Clowes. 

In 1979 (if my memory is reliable) SDA held a 
seminar in Liverpool timed to suit those 
coming to the RSCDS Summer School. This 
was well attended and attracted many 
respected and influential teachers. These 
teachers gave seminars on aspects of dance. 
The topics were: Teaching Techniques 
(Duncan Macleod), Floor Patterns and 
Starting a Scottish Country Dance Class (both 
Derek Haynes), Teaching Set Dances (Roy 
Clowes), The Use of Music in Scottish Dancing 
(Dr Ian Hall) and Using Recorded Music (Bob 
Campbell). The presentations were then 
published formally in a book Notes on 
Teaching Scottish Country Dancing. This is 
still available from SDA. There was of course 
social dancing in the evening exploring the 
wealth of new dances (and not only those 
published by us!). Those attending the 
weekend meeting encouraged us to continue 
the format in future years but it had taken so 
much effort from the small number of Eaglais 
a Chnoc members that we could not manage 
to continue with this. 

End Game: Where are we now? Once 
publication of the sheets and associated 
activities came to an end in late 1982 and 
especially after Roy Clowes’ death Mamie 
and I looked to preserve access to as much of 
the mass of ‘hard to find’ publications as 
possible. We set up the website 
www.dancearchives.co.uk/ which contains 
all the information that we could put 
together. Not just dance instructions but 
historical documents (often, never 
published). An example of this is a 
description of how to dance the Sword Dance 
of Papa Stour and accounts of a Scottish 
dance only now retained in Tarcento, Italy 
brought back by Italian craftsmen who had 
worked in Scotland. After Hugh Foss had 
passed away in December 1971 we 
approached his widow Alison who transferred 
the copyright of the Hugh Foss dances to 
Hugh Foss (Formby).   

The Future: Finally, due to our advancing 
age we deposited at the Central Music 
Library, Edinburgh all of the many books 
manuscripts, etc that we had including Hugh 
Foss’ collections of dances. As much as 
possible permission to copy was obtained 
from devisers. This is a resource that will 
survive our time.  

Ed. Bob Donald is a dance deviser in his own 
right contributing five dances to The Green 
Lochan Book plus 11 others (1971) including 
Gavin’s Reel taking the name of his youngest 
son.  

The Birth of a SCD 
Service: The date was 
1972. The trigger for 
our starting Scottish 
Dance Archives was 

that shared by many 
people at the time. 

Namely, that there was a 
blizzard of dances being devised but not 
published formally. When one heard of a 
dance as being worth trying how could one 
find the instructions and how could one be 
sure that the instructions you had dug out 
were authentic? So often what one could find 
was a scribbled crib on a scrap of paper from 
someone else. As an example of this while 
we were part of Roy Clowes’ Eaglais a Chnoc 
Dance Group on Merseyside a friend from 
Edinburgh sent me a scribbled copy of Ian 
Powrie’s Farewell to Auchterarder which 
had just come out but with no simple way of 
obtaining it. The first eight bars simply said 
‘circle’ (not circle round and back). We 
were, naturally, very taken with the dance 
but we had built it with eight bars of circling 
to the left with a later figure of circling 
eight bars to the right. This became the 
standard version of the dance on Merseyside 
despite our later discovery that this was not 
as Bill Hamilton created it. Bill did not agree 
with our interpretation (which of course  
I accept) but at least for many years it was 
our misinterpretation that ruled in 
Merseyside. 

The Way Forward: So, the four of us (Roy 
and Gill Clowes, Mamie my wife and myself) 
decided to try to improve the situation. The 
mechanism was that devisers were invited to 
send any of their dances to us. We had set 
up a network of dance groups whose 
experience we trusted to try them out and 
return a verdict to us. To ensure that these 
verdicts were based solely on the dance 
itself, the testing group were not aware of 
the deviser in case a well-known one was 
thereby favoured. Those dances that were 
given the thumbs up were published by us on 
differently coloured sheets (defining jig, 
reels, strathspeys and medleys) and sent out 
annually to subscribers. In the early years 20 
dances were selected for each year. From 
1979 this was reduced to 10 because not 
enough dances were passing the scrutiny. In 
addition, we sent out general sheets 
covering matters of interest to the dance 
community. These comprised six sheets of 
highland dance steps, seven set dances and 
discussion sheets on a variety of topics such 
as how best to teach dances. In all, over a 
period of 10 years 190 new dances were sent 
out plus the general sheets. While SDA 
retained copyright, the deviser had blanket 
permission to re-publish/ distribute/ sell as 
they wished. 

Other Activities: As there were other 
activities related to dances there were 
formal publications by SDA. An example was 
our being sent a set of handwritten dances 
by Major AA Bourne of Newcastle after his 
death. We selected the best five and 
published these as a book available for 
purchase. After Roy Clowes’ death in May 
1988 we published a complete set of the six 
Ormskirk Books plus other dances in one 
volume as a memorial to Roy’s contribution 
to Scottish dancing which included his well-
known dances Postie’s Jig and Shiftin’ 
Bobbins plus his last dance Uppies and 
Doonies (c1988) devised and sold in support 
of cancer research. A further four had been 
published from 1968-69 in The Reel 106-109. 

What are the Scottish Dance Archives?  
A Brief History by Bob Donald 

A Circular Question  
by Charles Foss 

My Father also researched the origins and 
development of Scottish country dance in the 

hope that he 
could put it into 
book form.  
A point that 
teased him 
went something 
like this. ‘Did 
Mr A meet Mr B 
in Edinburgh in 
1690 or did Mr B 
meet Mr A in 
Glasgow during 
1700’? Much 
hung on the 
answer. Father 
asked his 
dancing friends. 
None knew, but 

one said he would write to a research 
company in America who could find out 
‘anything’. Weeks passed. Nothing 
forthcoming, Father inquired but there had 
been no reply. Months passed. More gentle 
prodding. Then the friend wrote in delight. 
The firm had tracked down an expert in SCD 
and would have a definitive answer soon. 
Days later a letter arrived from America. 
‘Dear Mr Foss,’ it said, ‘we have a client who 
wishes to know the answer to this question. 
As you are the leading expert on SCD, please 
tell us if Mr A met Mr B in Edinburgh in 1690 
or if …’ 

Ed. In the second part of Hugh Foss’ 1960s 48 
page booklet Roll Back the Carpet/We Agree 
to Differ a similar hypothetical discussion is 
created between Mr Light & Mr Dark. 
Subjects covered in this are: what is 
traditional, reel of three perplexities, right 
or left shoulder reels, accepting new dances 
and looking after beginners. Readers can 
research all 17 articles by Hugh Foss through 
visiting The Reel Archives on the London 
Branch website. They make interesting 
reading - here we provide an index of these: 

Reel 
No. 

Date Title 

    We Agree to Differ 

4 February 1952 The Reel of Three 
perplexes me 

5 March 1952 Should We? 

6 May 1952 The Woman’s Reel 

7 June 1952 New Dances 

8 September 
1952 

Beginners 

    Roll Back The Carpet 

71 February 1963 Madrigals 

72 April 1963 New Figures from 
Old 

73 June 1963 More New Reels 

74 August 1963 Grafting 

75 October 1963 Counterpoint 

77 February 1964 Joints: Plain and 
Fitted 

77 February 1964 Joints: Flows and 
Pauses 

78 April 1964 The Dance and its 
Tune 

79 June 1964 The Tune: Structure 

80 August 1964 The Tune: Content 

81 October 1964 Petronella 

82 December 
1964 

The Montgomeries’ 
Rant 

Slippery floors are worrying for dancers, 
and teachers and MCs do their best with 
Slip Stop and trays of water. However, 
how much effort do we make as dancers to 
ensure our dancing shoes remain in good 
condition? Without care, the suede soles of 
our shoes quickly pick up dirt, polish, 
varnish, Slip Stop etc. and become 
compacted and sticky/slippery. 

James Senior shoes advises that dance 
shoe soles require ‘regular cleaning with a 
stiff wire brush’ after every wear. 

Dance shoe sole brushes are much stiffer 
than ordinary suede brushes and can be 
bought cheaply online or from dance wear 
shops. 

Keep Your Dancing Shoes in 
Good Condition 

http://www.dancearchives.co.uk/
http://www.rscdslondon.org.uk/the-reel-archives
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Surbiton reaches out  
by Cathy Daldy and Judith Jones 

Burns’ 
Night is 
a busy 
time of 
year for 
Scottish 
dancers 
as we 
all 
know, 
with 
haggis 

to be eaten, dances to be learned and 
speeches prepared, but this year Surbiton & 
District Caledonian Society was even busier 
having accepted invitations from two care 
homes and Beaver Scout packs to entertain 
old and young alike with some dancing and 
Burns traditions.   

We were fortunate that our very own RSCDS 
qualified teachers, our talented piper and 
willing members were all keen to take these 
opportunities to spread our motto ‘joy 
through dancing’ into our local community 
and thus it was that the day after our annual 
Burns’ Supper and Dance we visited the Royal 
Star and Garter Home for veterans to give a 
demonstration, following up the Burns lunch 
the residents had enjoyed the day before.  
We danced The Duke of Atholl’s Reel to the 
bagpipes before embarking on the caper The 
Star and Garter – an inventive dance allowing 
everyone to participate, even those in 
wheelchairs dancing with their carers! More 
dancing and pipe music followed and it was 
great to see the residents smiling, tapping 
their fingers and generally enjoying 
themselves.   

A few days later, we were guests of the 
Surbiton Care Home where more of our 
members entertained the residents with 
some dancing and we were again touched by 
how delighted they were to see us and how 
much they enjoyed themselves. We heard 
that many of the residents enjoy doing their 
daily exercises to Scottish music so they 
were quite keen to get up and join us in an 
easy dance.  

However, it was not only the care home 
residents who benefitted. Our members who 
participated found it very uplifting and heart
-warming to share the activity which gives us 
so much pleasure. 

At the other end of the age range our two 
teachers visited local Beaver colonies and did 
some simple dances with the six to eight year 
olds, talked a little about Rabbie Burns and 
relevant traditions, including encouraging 
the children to have a taste of haggis!  
Meanwhile, Jim Cook kindly took a Scottish 
country dance session on our behalf with the 
local Scouts aged 11 – 14 years, to enhance 
their session on Burns’ Night. 

These outreach activities have added a really 
positive new dimension to our club which we 
hope to continue in the future.  

Ed. See also p9 Reel 302 

Saltires greeted us in the school hall as a group of 10 dancers from the 
Gerrards Cross Scottish Country Dancing Club joined school children at 
Eton Wick Church of England First School to celebrate St Andrew’s Day.  
The children, who were aged between four and nine, didn’t quite know 
what to expect as they filed into the hall, but they were certainly well 
versed in the Patron Saints of the UK. They even knew that St Andrew had 

been a fisherman, which was just as well as we started off with 
Fisherman’s Reel. As we launched into that first circle there was an 

immediate and audible intake of breath from the audience. Had they not 
expected us to move so fast? We knew we had their attention. 

Our kilted gentlemen explained their 
attire and the children were 
mesmerised as Chris Collings unwound 
a rope to show them how many 
metres of fabric went into a kilt. Ian 
MacFarlane sported a dress tartan tie 
and a hunting tartan kilt to emphasise 
the difference, and Bobby Reid 
demonstrated an unconventional use 
of the sporran (for sweeties!)  
We followed this up with St Andrew’s 
Fair and the admittedly not very 
Scottish, Staircase in Styria. During 
this a few of the children started 
clapping spontaneously and soon the 
whole school were involved. What a 
fantastic way to dance! 
Then the class of nine year–olds joined us on the dance floor and under Rose Kreloff’s expert 
guidance breezed through the Cumberland Reel. Any residual shyness quickly melted away and 
they completed The Flying Scotsman in uninhibited fashion. Finally, the Circassian Circle left 
us wowed by how quickly the children had picked up the timing and steps. 
The afternoon was rounded off with well-deserved tea and delicious home-made shortbread. 
The teacher who had commissioned the event declared it had massively surpassed her 
expectations, and I really do not know whether it was the children or the dancers who enjoyed 
it more! Let us hope we have kindled a flame in some dancers of the future. 

Gerrards Cross Club celebrates St Andrews Day  
with school children by Suzanne Todd 

On 24 January, Gerry Elliott from the Berkhamsted Strathspey and Reel 
Club and myself from the Lucy Clark SCD Club, helped Aston Clinton 
Beavers celebrate Burns’ Night as part of their My World Challenge 
Badge. We had great fun teaching 25 boisterous boys The Flying 
Scotsman and Sheena’s Saunter without the session drifting into chaos. 
They survived! We have been asked for a return visit next year. 

 

 

This invitation came from 
the Beaver Scout Leader, 
who remembered that,  
18 months earlier, four 
dancers (members of both 
clubs) organised a Tea 
Dance to help fundraise 
treatment for the leader’s 
son, Ollie, who had a brain 
tumour. Sadly, Ollie aged 
13, died shortly afterwards. 
Gerry and I were keen to 
accept this invitation – to 
remember Ollie in happier 
circumstances and to show 
how well two flourishing 
clubs can work together in 
the community. 

A Burns’ Night with a Difference by Liz Mitchell 

http://www.bobbymunrodanceshoes.com/
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The Dance Corner 

“In My Opinion” by John Carswell 

dance groups, charity dances, teaching 
children and calling at social events such as 
at Linlithgow Scotch Hop, now in its 
30th year. He started and ran it for the first 
24 years sometimes with 500 dancers turning 
up to dance in a ruin! Favourite dances 
remain La Tempête and The Glasgow 
Highlanders, but not in a four couple set!  

In my opinion The Society should embrace 
all forms of Scottish social dancing which 
includes the ceilidh type. One style of 
Scottish country dancing does not fit all and  
I therefore believe we should be looking after 
all forms, as the Society originally intended. 
The Society has developed and promoted its 
rather precious, precise style through its 
Branches and teaching backed up with an 
excessive number of dance publications. It 
claims to be the leading authority on Scottish 
dancing, when in fact there is a wide range 
of other styles that are more relaxed with a 
fewer number of well-tried dances and do 
not expect dancers to have special footwear 
or attend classes for life! Styles range from 
wild student ceilidh type dances to elegant 
formal events in the ballroom. The Society 
has long since forgotten the Eightsome Reel 
and it has been left to the Royal Family and 
the YHA to preserve it! 

John Carswell who, with 
his wife Janet lives in 
Linlithgow, is well-
known for being an 
outspoken critic of 
some aspects of the 

Society. He is an all-
round dancer and believes 

ceilidh dancing is a way to 
start people off. He was invited to MC at the 
last AGM ceilidh and one at Celtic 
Connections. He is a Society Life Member 
now attached to Headquarters. At an early 
age he was fascinated by the dance music on 
the Scottish Home Service played on his 
grandparents’ battery operated wireless. He 
went to classes taught by a wonderful 
teacher Nan Summers, with assistance from 
her husband Dougal, for six years from the 
age of seven, but he has not been back to 
classes since. John’s parents were keen 
Scottish social dancers. John, although 
exuberant in his dancing style, moderated it 
for demonstration and competition dancing. 
He turned down several invitations to join 
the London dem. team much preferring to 
attend dances such as those at St Columba’s 
Churches both in London and Dar es Salaam, 
Tanzania! John confines himself to starting 

There are many reasons why some Scottish 
country dancers dismiss Scottish social 
dancing and ceilidh type dancing, it may be 
ignorance, arrogance, fear, age or even 
footwear but perhaps the main reason is 
that, sadly, ladies do not always have 
partners for couple round the room dances. 
There is also a feeling that Strip the Willow, 
The Flying Scotsman, Waltz Country Dance 
and the like are not country dances, but they 
are! The Society should perhaps take note 
that the London Branch may struggle with 
numbers for its Scottish country dances but 
has no trouble with numbers for its 
wonderful Burns’ Night with its informal 
dancing. The word ceilidh sounds nice and 
we sort of know what it means but I feel it is 
misleading and Scottish social dancing is a 
better term. I am referring mainly to dancing 
in Scotland but it is important to realise that 
the situation in the London area and beyond 
Scotland, is going to be different. With the 
state the Society is in and being so out of 
touch, in my opinion it is not whether we 
should, or should not embrace Scottish social 
dancing, including ceilidh, but why we have 
ignored/avoided it for so long?  

Ed. For more outspoken views from John see 
letters in Reels 264, 283 and 287. 

Peter Knight’s Strathspey, alternatively known as Chivalric Celebrations, and 
devised by Lizzy Conder in January 2019 for Peter Knight to celebrate his 
80th birthday on 5 January and danced for the first time at the party on  
4 January 2019 by Iain Farrell & Lizzy, Brian & Jane Rose and Ken Martlew & 
Elaine Davies to the playing of Rebecca Hare, Ian and Tom Robertson. 

Tune: Peter Knight’s Strathspey, composed by Ian Robertson  

Peter Knight’s Strathspey 

© Ian B Robertson - reprinted with permission 

Peter and Lizzy at St Columba’s Church, London. 

Next Dance Corner (Reel 309) will feature a new dance by Mervyn Short. 

Bars Description 

1-8 
9-16 
17-24 
 

25-32 

1st and 2nd couples set and dance right hands across halfway, 2nd and 1st couples set and dance left hands across halfway. 
1st and 2nd couple dance a bourrel. 
2nd, 1st and 3rd couple dance reels of three on own sides, 
1st woman starts by passing 3rd woman by right shoulder and 1st man passing 2nd man right shoulder. 
1st and 3rd couples dance the espagnole, ending 2,3,1. 

Peter Knight’s Strathspey - a 32 bar strathspey for three couples in a longwise set 

Dance diagram courtesy of Keith Rose 
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The Reel Advertising Rates 
RSCDS Peterborough Honours Maimie by Sheila Lewins 

On 26 January 2019, Maimie Clarkson was appointed 
Honorary President of Peterborough & District RSCDS 
in recognition of her outstanding dedication and 
service to the Branch. She has expertly addressed a 
haggis at the Branch’s Burns’ Supper Dance – just one 
of the many roles which she has taken on over the 
years. Maimie’s input to the Branch, from its 
beginnings in 1981 to the present day, has been 
invaluable and it was with great pleasure that the 
Branch Chairman, Amanda Peart, also presented her 
with Life Membership of the Branch. 

Workshop on maximising 
the benefit of music in 

classes  

by Jan Collings 

The SERTA workshop on  
17 March 2019 led by 
Muriel Johnstone and 
accompanied by Ian 
Robertson was on how 
to maximise the benefit 

of music in classes, 
working with live musicians 

and recorded music, plus techniques to get 
the best from microphones. 

Muriel explained that music choice should be 
top of the preparation list both for class 
warm ups and dances. Scottish music can be 
alien to new dancers, so she suggested we 
play music straight away to increase 
familiarity. Keep warm ups interesting, using 
different music and routines, brightening it 
with marches, ragtime or ABBA! 

Muriel played recordings of her band, 
showing the layering of individual musicians. 
Starting with the full mix, followed by 
individuals playing separately, finishing with 
the complete mix again - totally fascinating! 
We experienced dances at unusual tempos 
and enjoyed the interaction of two musicians 
totally in synch with each other playing 
beautifully. Muriel and Ian did not disappoint!  

Muriel also talked about the important 
partnership between musicians and MCs at a 
dance. Often the band has to react to 
changes in the room such as temperature, 
humidity and even the number of people.  
A good MC helps the band become aware the 
sound has changed so they can quickly assess 
what needs to be altered. It is helpful having 
someone reliable on the floor to tell the MC 
about a sound issue. 

It was a great workshop from Muriel and Ian 
who both generously shared their knowledge 
and experience. WOW! 

A more detailed report of this workshop is 
available on our website www.serta.org.uk 

The next SERTA workshop will take place on 
Sunday 29 September 2019 at a new venue,  
West Horsley Village Hall, near Guildford 
with Anne Taylor from Buckie. All interested 
in teaching are welcome.  

SERTA is also running a Teachers’ Course 
from Sept 2019 for Units 2,3 & 5. Whilst the 
course is nearly full, you might be lucky with 
the last place! Contact Jane Rose 
serta2017@gmail.com  

The Dancers’ Dilemma - Which Tartan? by Stephen Webb 

Scottish country dancing for non-Scots presents a dilemma when the time comes for them to 
want to wear tartan generally, or in the form of a kilt; which one should they choose to wear? 
Jean Milligan promoted SCD for all and all meant all peoples around the world. It is true that 
Scots have emigrated all around the world but SCD was never to be confined to the Scots but 
shared with all. So, whilst Miss Milligan loved all things Scottish she loved seeing the kilt worn. 
In those days wearing the kilt by men was a requirement to attending St Andrews Summer 
School. She would say that tickets for the Younger Hall Thursday night public dance would go 
on sale to men first and then to the ladies and this was done so the public looking on from the 
balcony (often visitors from abroad, holidaying in St Andrews) would be sure to see a living 
Scotland through its tartans and traditional dancing. Relax! This hierarchy has changed these 
days and these tickets are now sold on a first come basis. 

Kilts are not restricted to Scotland as a similar form of garment has been worn for centuries 
in countries around the world, thought to have originated in Egypt, although these days it is 
solely associated with Scotland. It is said that the form we see it in today was invented around 
the 1720s by Thomas Rawlinson, a Quaker from Lancashire. Before that the feileadh-beag was 
simply a belted blanket (breacan-feile). Tartan for all (not just military) was again de rigueur 
in 1782, with the repeal of 1746 Dress Act. A kilt today has become sophisticated with 
different weights of worsted kilting fabric (from 10-20oz) being chosen and depending on the 
type of pleating, lengths from five to nine yards of material being used to make them.  
A common feature is the selvedge, an edge from the loom that forms the bottom of the kilt 
without employing a hem. The shade of the colours can be in Modern, Ancient/Old Colours, 
Muted, Weathered or Reproduction (Dress or Hunting). The kilt in its present form and all 
things Scottish was popularised from the time of Sir Walter Scott and the Royal Visit of King 
George IV to Scotland in 1822 and subsequently embraced by Queen Victoria and Prince Albert. 

So back to the dilemma! ‘Tartan’ has been found as mummy wrappings in China in 3000BCE, 
Kazakhstan from 2000BCE and in Japanese and African art so it was not confined to Scotland 
although a piece from the 3rd century was found by the Roman Antonine Wall, near Falkirk.  
At the Battle of Culloden in 1746 the Jacobites were generally distinguished from Hanoverian 
Scots by the colours worn in their bonnets and not by the variety of tartans worn. A fragment 
of a purple tartan was found on the battlefield and this has been named Culloden and through 
the Bonnie Prince Charlie French connection, although with no family name associated with it, 
it could appropriately be worn by French dancers. In fact the origins of family tartans often 
began with the districts they lived in and the dyes that were available from minerals, lichens, 
mosses and other vegetable matter there. These did not start to be properly established until 
the middle of the 19th century contrived but elegantly promoted by Godalming born brothers 
John and Charles Allen in Vestiarium Scotium published in 1842. So, as to tartans worn today, 
there are in addition to Clan Tartans, District Tartans (which do not have a family name and 
which are often worn by non-Scots with a locale of origin, residence or affection to the 
district) or Hunting Stewart, a green tartan. Tartans from cities just south of the border are 
often referred to as ‘checks’. Cities around the world can and many do have their own tartan 
and these could be also worn using the same reasoning. Black Watch and Childers Universal 
tartans or Fashion Tartans such as Auld Scotland, Auld Lang Syne, Blue or Grey tartans can be 
worn too or a single plain colour, as Hugh Foss wore. However, The Royal Family by Royal 
Decree should wear the Balmoral tartan and with the Royal Stewart this requires the Queen’s 
authority. Alternatively, there is nothing to prevent an individual having a new tartan designed 

and registered with the Lord Lyon King of Arms in 
Edinburgh when the name with that design is 
protected by law as is planned for BSRC. And for 
RSCDS Members to wear; the RSCDS has had two 
tartans Dress Strathspey Tartan, a light green and 
white tartan, which they adopted from 1998 but in 
2007 it had its own official RSCDS Tartan, a blue 
tartan, designed, after much research, by the now 
late David Normand-Harris. For more information 
on this refer to Scottish Country Dancer No.4 
pp20&21.     

In general, it is said there is no legal reason why an 
individual cannot wear any tartan that pleases their eye and they often do. The reason may be 
an appreciation for the colours and sett of a clan tartan or could be worn simply because of a 
sentimental connection. However, there are rules with rights for family names set out by the 
Court of the Lord Lyon which to be correct, should be followed. In the end, dancing in a kilt 
gives a freedom that trews will never give. And as such one could say that it is essential dress 
for Scottish dancing. Given that a bespoked kilt could cost up to £700 why would a dancer, 
especially just starting out, not turn to wearing a good second-hand kilt for a tenth of that 
sum and accept the tartan that it is made in - after all for Scottish dancers the bottom line is 
the dancing! And we are all now living in a world of diminishing resources where recycling is 
more than acceptable. More authoritative reading can be found in the Scottish Register of 
Tartans and Tartans & Highland Dress by CR MacKinnon of Dunakin FSA Scot. 1960. 

RSCDS tartans: from left 2007 and 1998.  

mailto:danceads@rscdslondon.org.uk
mailto:businesseditor@rscdslondon.org.uk
http://www.serta.org.uk
mailto:serta2017@gmail.com
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Letters to The Reel 

Cool Downs – How Important? 
Dear Editorial Team, 

I have been on the receiving end of Eric’s 
teaching and I was very interested in his 
article and subscribe 100% to his 
recommendations. Having taken up SCD at 
a relatively late stage in life, but having 
led a life consistently with a very active 
sporting element and recognising the 
importance of a good warm-up for a good 
performance, to my surprise however, his 
article makes no reference to the 
importance of a ‘warm-down’ after a 
strenuous work out or dance session. How 
many dancers have suffered with cramp 
when driving home or during the night?  
Why should this be? Probably already 
summed up in Eric’s first paragraph! 

I think it is also worth noting, that over the 
past few years, I have also enjoyed many 
SCD tutorial sessions with Eric’s teaching 
peer group and I recall, without exception, 
that the teachers have all ended their 
tutorials sensibly with a ‘warm down’. 

Best wishes,  
Brian Gibson, Frinton-on-Sea, Essex 

Eric replies: 

Dear Editorial Team, 

In reply to the letter by Brian Gibson  
I would like to say in my defence for not 

The musical chord for a bow and curtsey 
should be made up of three parts:  

• firstly, the lead-in note which alerts the 
dancers to prepare for the bow and 
curtsey; 

• then the downward movement and  

• finally, the return to the upright 
position.   

As far as I know, all musicians play the 
three-part chord when playing for dance 
classes, but many accordionists and 
accordion-led bands choose to play the 
chord without the lead-note on recordings 
such as CDs for RSCDS published books of 
dances. Why does this anomaly exist and 
why does the RSCDS not have a ruling on 
this matter? Obviously, if no lead-in note is 
sounded, the dancers are unprepared and, 
as a result, their bow and curtsey become 
rushed and less elegant. Since those CDs 
are recorded principally for dancing rather 
than merely listening, I am sure dancers 
would prefer the full and proper bow and 
curtsey chord.  

Kind regards,  
Frank Thomson, Aberdeen 

Ed. It is often seen that dancers ‘snatch’ 
at the ending bow and curtsey chord 
rather than pacing it with the music.  
Also, see letter on p14 Reel 303. 

stressing the importance of a warm down 
(cool down), that although I agree 
wholeheartedly with the importance of this 
aspect, the subject offered was the 
importance of a warm up and I was limited 
to a certain number of words and hence 
was limited as to what I could write. I do 
think that walking and stretching after 
dancing is extremely important and I hope 
that people will develop this habit. 

Safe dancing, 
Eric Finley, Mossblown, South Ayrshire 

 

Bow and Curtsey – Are We 
Getting it Right?  

Dear Editors, 

Having written in the last Reel, I wish also 
to bring up for discussion - the bow and 
curtsey - both from a musician’s and 
dancer’s point of view. In a previous issue 
of the Scottish Country Dancer, Marjorie 
McLaughlin from San Diego described it as 
‘a small courtesy, with a large impact’!   
A good start and equally good finish is 
relevant to many facets of life, and it can 
be applied to the devising of a dance 
programme and indeed to the bow and 
curtsey. 

No, not father and son but certainly 
both McLarens. Bruce meets Nicol at  
a celebratory Evening for Danielle and 
Jerry at Chiswick SCDC on Sunday  
10 March 2019.  

Nicol who, with his band, were down 
south for the weekend, had been 
playing on Saturday at Milton Keynes 
Ruby Anniversary Dance and were 
again playing great music all evening 
on the Sunday and Bruce had been 
dancing to it.  

And, incidentally within days, Bruce 
will be celebrating his 85th birthday – 
hard to believe! 

Two of a Kind -  
Father and Son?  

The diary on the Branch website is 
regularly updated. For a hard copy 
please send a SAE to Caroline 
Hamilton. 

All societies in the South East may 
submit their functions free for 
inclusion in the diary. 

Email diary@rscdslondon.org.uk or 
by post to Caroline Hamilton,  
31 Boundary Road, Pinner, 
Middlesex HA5 1PW 

South East  
Dance Diary 

New website - The new website is up and running at www.rscds.org  It contains 
a wealth of information about the Society and the work of the office in 
Edinburgh, including the Summer School at St Andrews and similar events. If 
you log on, you can get access to members only content, including news of 
meetings of the Management Board and Committees, and obtain members' 

discounts. Online help is available to assist users, and HQ staff can be contacted 
to answer queries at info@rscds.org 

 Staffing - Debbie Morris is the new Communications and Marketing Officer in place of 
Mike Greenwood. HQ are recruiting a new Office Manager. This position was temporarily held in February.  

News from the RSCDS office can also 
be found in the members’ magazine 
Scottish Country Dancer. 

News and Events from HQ by Daniel Capron 

Debbie Morris - Communications 
and Marketing Officer 

mailto:diary@rscdslondon.org.uk?subject=South%20East%20Dance%20Diary
http://www.rscds.org
mailto:info@rscds.org
http://www.scottishdanceshoe.co.uk/
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Carol Susan (née Kitchin) Walker  
15 August 1938 – 10 January 2019 

Born in Stirling, Carol’s early schooling was in 
Bridge of Allan, from there she went on to 
school in Yorkshire and then on to the 
University of St Andrews where in 1958 we met. 
Carol graduated with a degree in anatomy and 
physiology before working briefly at Sheffield 
Infirmary and then at the Royal Brompton 
Hospital. We got married in 1965, and moved to  
St Albans four years later. We had three sons. 
Carol then worked at St Albans School in the 
biology department before retiring in 1998. Her 
hobbies were badminton, swimming and country dancing. Happy 
family holidays were spent in St Andrews and latterly we enjoyed 
staying in Dornoch.  
We attended various Scottish dancing societies and this photo of Carol 
was taken with me I believe at a Burns’ Dinner in St Albans, some 
years ago. We were deeply involved in running the Silver Cross 
Dancing Group that meets to this day in Wheathampstead, and took it 
over when Charlie Millar retired in 1998. Carol had a placid nature 
and liked to see things done properly, efficiently and competently. 
She was much loved by a wide range of friends and will be sorely 
missed. 

Lives Remembered 

He made SCD fun for all 
from Kathy McCaffrey-Talbot  

David John Talbot 
26 January 1960 – 21 December 2018 

David, the eldest of three brothers, was born in 
Odstock, Wiltshire, where his father was a serving 
officer in the Royal Artillery. He attended 
boarding school in Folkstone and then secondary 
school at Radley College, Abingdon. David went 
on to the University of Edinburgh where he studied 
Electronic Engineering. His first job was in  

a micro-engineering start up in Edinburgh, he then 
moved to Geneva for a more challenging role with 
Motorola. David was a senior design engineer, 

working on camera and memory chips. He started SCD in Geneva around 
1988 with his first wife Margret, with whom he had three sons. He 
joined Camberley Reel Club on his return to the UK and was Chairman 
from 2010 to 2015. 

I met David when I joined Bracknell Reel Club in January 2013. He 
always made new people feel very welcome, no matter what the 
person’s dancing ability was. He made it fun, so that you did not worry 
if things went wrong in the dance, he made sure it was laughed off, so 
no one felt uncomfortable. David and I married on 3 December 2016.  
Soon after settling into married life, David was diagnosed with Motor 

David at age 57 

Loved and Missed from Chris Walker 

Neurone disease in August 2017. After taking advice from health 
professionals to ‘do it now’ he stopped working at Christmas that year, 
I followed in January so that we could make the most of his time left. 
In that last year we bought a Motorhome (Maddie) and travelled around 
the UK, seeing as many friends and relatives and places as we could, 
including attending a dance in Fort William. We took every opportunity 
to pursue his passion for genealogy, visiting spots connected to his 
family history. David was such an active man; he was a member of 
Camberley and Farnborough Hockey Club and continued to play until 
May 2018 when the season finished. He was a very accomplished sailor, 
with his sons Charles and Sholto as crew, (but mainly single handed). 
He was chairman of the Combined Comet Class Association for 18 years 
and long standing member at Hawley Lake Sailing Club. David was a 
strong rock climber, one notable climb being the Old Man of Hoy and 
also a daring skier, often going off piste! 

David was an encouraging step-father to my two sons, they found his 
zest for life contagious. In his unassuming way, he made everyone feel 
special, important and cared about. He was my best friend, my soul 
mate, favourite dance partner, my daily dose of joy and love of my life. 
There are many of us who shall miss his presence dreadfully. 

Michael Yorke Crawford 
24 October 1931 – 2 February 2019 

Michael was born in Aldershot with an elder 
brother Warren and a younger sister Marygold. 
Being in an army family, early years were spent 
in India. They returned to England before WW2. 
After attending Bradfield School, he trained as an 
architect at University College, London where, at 
a Scottish country dance, he met Rosemary who 
was studying engineering. His National Service 
took him to Ghana. On his return Mike and Ros 
married and lived in Muswell Hill, London. In the 
early 1960s they moved to ‘Hawthorns’ in 
Berkhamsted and had us three children. Mum and Dad gave us a 
wonderful childhood. Dad loved ornithology and observing the natural 
world, a love which he engendered in his family.  

Our summer holidays ranged throughout the UK with high spots in the 
Lake District, Loch Awe in Argyll and Wales. We remember with 
fondness our early childhood trips to Slimbridge and The Fens to see 
wildfowl. We enjoyed dinghy sailing with Dad building a Mirror in our 
sitting room one winter, which was christened Mrs Tiggywinkle. With 
Jack Russells and Lurchers Dad enjoyed dog walking in the local 
countryside and always with a pair of binoculars to hand! He was a 
Church Warden and a member of the Parochial Church Council, 
involving himself in so many church projects including in his retirement 
managing the build of a fine church hall for St Michael and All Angels. 
As an architect and a partner in the firm Mike worked on projects like 
The Guards’ Chapel and Aberdeen Hospital, the Royal Infirmary and a 

church in Docklands.  

Mike and Ros joined BSRC around 1960 and 
kept fit Scottish country dancing, they 
were MCs for decades and danced regularly 
up until recently. They always got involved, 
helping to organise the annual Highland 
Ball each winter. They encouraged other 
dancers old and new. In the summer they 
hosted one of the summer garden dances at 
‘Hawthorns’.  Mike was Treasurer, 1963-66 
and then President, 1967-69. 

Recently, Mike contracted Parkinson’s and 
his health declined. Mum supported him on 
her own until the last 6 months. She was 
kind, patient and cheerful, finding ways to 
support him. Their life together is a great 
example of a long and happy marriage 
reaching their Diamond Anniversary a 
couple of years ago. He taught us all to see 

the fun in life, to be curious about nature and people and where 
possible to try to help or join in. He showed us that you can make things 
and do things if you try. He gave us all love and showed us how to love. 
Dad had a great sense of fun and we will remember him with a smile 
and a twinkle in his eye. 

Mike: circa 1992 

A Great Sense of Fun  
from Philip Crawford, Jeannie Harrison and Meg Hooper 

Mike & Ros at a Dem. in 
the 1950s 

Carol in her  
early 70s 

Over 27 years up to 2013 The Reel has published 
12 different poems by Pat Batt (1921-2006). As 
part of locating these, a video of Pat reciting 
came to light from past chairman, Andrew 
Cockett, from whom we are very grateful in 
making this available, recorded at an Argyll 
Scottish Dancing Group Weekend in 1986. In the 
video Pat is reciting her poem from Volume 2, 
called Wicked Willie (reproduced below to allow 
the reader to follow along). Here is the link to see 

this https://youtu.be/DAEs8GZsRjI on the Branch YouTube channel. 
After Pat had passed away, London Branch obtained agreement from 
Pat’s daughter, Jo Chima to publish all 44 poems on the Branch 
website. These have now subsequently been compiled by Jo into a 
Kindle Edition which can be obtained by contacting her on 
jochima@gmail.com 

It was with Wicked Willie this woeful tale began, 
When Willie trod The Winding Road with wilful Bonnie Anne, 
Her size increased considerably, not due to Sugar Candie 
And she Hastened to the Wedding with Drops of Brandy handy. 
But Willie found a New Rigged Ship, and he became a Sailor 

And voyaged to the Isle of Skye aboard a Dundee Whaler, 
And there he met a Highland Lass and made a pass at Nancy 
But Nancy Frowned and Willie found he wasn’t Ladies’ Fancy 

Then Willie made suggestions to The Laird of Milton’s Daughter, 
And she, poor girl, fell in to doing what she didn’t oughter. 
The years went by and Willie met a Yellow Haired Young Laddie, 
A Happy Meeting, for he cried, “The Deuks Dang O’er My Daddie!” 

But Willie couldn’t stand the thought of being someone’s father, 
So packed his bags in haste and said Farewell to Auchterader. 
He turned up at St Andrew’s Fair, there to Salute Miss Milligan, 
Who turned and cast him, by the right, straight in the nearest Swilican! 

Pat Batt Remembered 

https://youtu.be/DAEs8GZsRjI
http://www.rscdslondon.org.uk
http://www.rscdslondon.org.uk
mailto:jochima@gmail.com
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Forthcoming Events 

Event Listing in date order (UNO all on this page) - 5/6 - 21/8 RSCDS BHS Summer Wednesday Dances, 5,12 & 19/6 London Summer Class p4,  
8/6 London End of Season Dance p1, 15/6 LHC Summer Ball, 22/6 RSCDS Cheltenham Summer Dance, 30/6 Gerrards Cross Strawberry Tea Dance,  
30/6 Chiswick Picnic Dance, 7/7 RSCDS BHS Strawberry Tea Dance, 17, 24 & 31/8 London Afternoon Dance p4, 7/9 LHC President’s Dance,  
7/9 Thistle D/S & Musicians’ W/S & Evening Dance, 28/9 RSCDS BHS Autumn Dance, 4 - 6/10 Argyll Dancers & Musicians’ W/E,  
19/10 London D/S & Evening Dance p4, 26/10 RSCDS Oxfordshire Annual Ball, 9/11 Hayes Annual Ball, 30/11- 1/12 Zurich W/E & Ball. 

RSCDS OXFORDSHIRE BRANCH 
Annual Ball 

Saturday 26 October 2019 
7.30 - 11.30pm 

Headington School, Headington Road,  
Oxford OX3 7TD 

Ample free parking and on the London-
Oxford bus route with stop near to the school 

Ian Muir and the Craigellachie Band 
Full details in Reel 309 or on our website 

Contact Helen Houghton-Carr, 07531 469213 
or events.rscdsoxfordshire@gmail.com 

 

RSCDS BERKS/HANTS/SURREY 
BORDER BRANCH  
Summer Dancing 

Wednesdays from 5 June to  
21 August 2019    

8.00 – 10.00pm   
St Mary’s Church Hall, Park Road,  

Camberley, Surrey GU15 2SR  
Contact Gordon Anderson, 01420 362530 or 

events@rscds-bhs.org.uk  
 

Branch Strawberry Tea 
 with Ian and Judith Muir 

Sunday 7 July 2019 
2.30 - 5.30pm 

Normandy Village Hall, Glazier’s Lane,  
Normandy GU3 2DT 

Dancers and ALL the family and friends are 
welcome to join in with a summer blend of 
dancing, entertainment and a cream tea 

Contact Deborah Draffin, 01344 776831 or 
news-deborah@rscds-bhs.org.uk 

 

Autumn Social 
Saturday 28 September 2019 

St Mark’s Church Hall, Farnborough  
GU14 6TU 

Dancing to recorded music  
7.30 – 10.30pm 

Bring and share refreshments 
www.rscds-bhs.org.uk  

HAYES & DISTRICT SCOTTISH 
ASSOCIATION 
Annual Ball 

Saturday 9 November 2019 
7.30 - 11.30pm 

Swakeleys School, 
Clifton Gardens, Hillingdon UB10 8FF 

Nicol McLaren and The Glencraig Band 
Full details in Reel 309 

Contact Margaret Wallace, 01895 633642 or 
margaretw4466@gmail.com 
www.hayesscottish.org.uk 

THISTLE CLUB 
Musicians’ Workshop,  
Day School and Dance 

Saturday 7 September 2019 
10.30am – 4.30pm  

Wing Village Hall, Wing LU7 0NN 
Teacher: Zsófia József with musician  

Phil Jones 
Musicians’ Workshop Tutor: Iain MacPhail  

Tickets: £24 whole day, £8 morning or 
afternoon, £10 evening dance 
Evening dance 7.30 - 10.30pm 

Iain MacPhail and Workshop Musicians 
Programme: The Hazel Tree, Moment of 
Truth, Miss Johnstone of Ardrossan,  
Jennifer’s Jig, The Byron Strathspey,  
Gavin’s Reel, Miss Eleanor, Kamo Karousel,  
The Irish Rover, The Raven’s Dance,  
Maxwell’s Rant, Scotch Mist, Major Ian 
Stewart, Crossing the Line, Kilkenny Castle,  
The Dancing Master, Mrs MacPherson of 
Inveran 

Bring your own lunch. Tea, coffee, juice 
provided. Bring & Share supper for the Dance 

Contact Jan Jones, 07877 153259 or 
jange@verybusy.co.uk  
www.thistleclub.co.uk 

THE ZURICH SCOTTISH 
COUNTRY DANCING CLUB 

will be holding a 
Weekend Course and  

St Andrew’s Night Ball 
30 November - 1 December 2019 

Teacher: William Williamson 
Musicians: Ian Robertson and  

Muriel Johnstone 
Details can be found on the website 

www.zscdc.ch/november19 

RSCDS CHELTENHAM BRANCH 
 

Summer Dance 
Saturday 22 June 2019 

7.30 - 11.00pm 
Churchdown Community Centre, Parton Rd, 

Churchdown, Gloucester GL3 2JH 
The Craigievar Band 

Tickets: £12 American supper 
Contact Fiona Knee, 01242 525819 or 

cheltenham.rscds@hotmail.com 
More details at website: 

www.cheltenhamrscds.btck.co.uk 

LONDON HIGHLAND CLUB 

 Forthcoming dances to be held 
at St Columba’s Church Hall, 

Pont Street, London SW1X 0BD 
 

Saturdays: Lower Hall  
7.00 - 10.30pm unless otherwise stated 

Saturday 15 June:  Summer Ball  
   (see below) 
Saturday 7 September: President’s Dance 
   Colin Dewar Trio 

Summer Ball 

Saturday 15 June 2019 
7.00 - 11.00pm  
Colin Dewar 

Programme: The White Heather Jig, Bratach 
Bana, The Belle of Bon Accord, Midnight Oil, 
Flight to Melbourne, The Gentleman,  
The Dancing Master, The Montgomeries’ 
Rant, The Moray Rant, Tattie Bogle, West’s 
Hornpipe, Tribute to the Borders, Autumn in 
Appin, The Plantation Reel, Postie’s Jig,  
The Duchess Tree, The Blooms of Bon 
Accord, A Capital Jig, The Dream Catcher, 
Mairi’s Wedding 

Ball Tickets:  
Including finger buffet refreshments 

*LHC Members in advance £19  
*Non Members in advance £22 

All classes on the door £24 

*Advance booking price is only available on 
orders received by midnight 12 June 

If you have highland dress, you are  
invited to wear it 

Programmes & cribs are on our website: 

www.londonhighlandclub.co.uk 

For tickets and further details  
contact Frank Bennett on 020 8715 3564 or 

fb.lhc@blueyonder.co.uk 

Everyone is welcome at all our functions, so 
please come along and join us for an 

enjoyable evening 

CHISWICK SCOTTISH COUNTRY 
DANCE CLUB 

Midsummer Magic  
Picnic Dance  

Sunday 30 June 2019 
5.30pm – Dusk (9.00pm) 

Chiswick House Lawn, London W4 2QN 
The Craigievar Band  

MC Jim Cook 
 

Programme: The Chiswick Jig, A Trip to 
Bavaria, Butterscotch and Honey, Seton’s 
Ceilidh Band, Shiftin’ Bobbins, MacDonald of 
the Isles, Pelorus Jack, Mrs MacPherson of 
Inveran, EH3 7AF, The Australian Ladies, 
Sugar Candie, Good Hearted Glasgow, Scott 
Meikle, The Dream Catcher, Duke of Perth, 
Mairi’s Wedding, The Montgomeries’ Rant, 
The Black Mountain Reel  
 

Tickets in advance only: 
Members £15, Non-members £18,  

Students/non-dancers £7.50  
Bring your own picnic and drinks 

Contact tickets@chiswickscottish.org.uk 
www.chiswickscottish.org.uk 

ARGYLL SCOTTISH DANCING 
GROUP 

Dancers and Musicians  
Weekend School 

Friday 4 - Sunday 6 October 2019 
Dillington House, Ilminster, 

Somerset TA19 9DT 
Teachers: David Queen (Dancers) and  

Ian Muir (Musicians) 
Musicians: Robert Mackay and Judith Muir 

For further information and brochure 
email dillington@somerset.gov.uk 

or visit www.dillington.co.uk 
This course is not considered suitable for 

beginners 
 

www.argyllscottishdancinggroup.org.uk 

GERRARDS CROSS SCOTTISH COUNTRY 
DANCING CLUB 

Summer Dance 

An informal afternoon to celebrate dance 

Sunday 30 June 2019 2.30 - 5.45pm 
Gerrards Cross Memorial Centre,  

East Common SL9 7AD 

Quicksilver 

Simple dances will be included and all dances 
will be walked through - no preparation is 

expected 

Special guests: Young people from the  
New Strathspey Highland Dancers 

Tickets: Adults £10, accompanied children £5 

To include complimentary  
strawberry cream tea 

PLEASE BOOK IN ADVANCE 

Contact gxTeaDance@gmail.com 

rkreloff@hotmail.co.uk 07880 842370 

or visit our website www.gxscottish.org 

http://www.rscdsoxfordshire.org.uk/
mailto:events.rscdsoxfordshire@gmail.com
mailto:events@rscds-bhs.org.uk
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http://www.rscds-bhs.org.uk
mailto:margaretw4466@gmail.com
http://www.hayesscottish.org.uk
mailto:jange@verybusy.co.uk
http://www.thistleclub.co.uk
http://www.zscdc.ch/november19
mailto:Cheltenham.rscds@hotmail.com
http://www.cheltenhamrscds.btck.co.uk
http://www.londonhighlandclub.co.uk
mailto:fb.lhc@blueyonder.co.uk
mailto:tickets@chiswickscottish.org.uk
http://www.chiswickscottish.org.uk
mailto:dillington@somerset.gov.uk
http://www.dillington.co.uk
http://www.argyllscottishdancinggroup.org.uk
mailto:gxTeaDance@gmail.com
mailto:rkreloff@hotmail.co.uk
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Other Scottish Country Dance Organisations 

ABINGDON SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE CLUB Dancing most Mondays,  
7.45-10.00pm, Sept-June at Northcourt Centre, Abingdon, nr Oxford. All 
welcome. Details: Morag Brown, 38 The Holt, Abingdon, OX14 2DR, 
abingdonscdc@gmail.com or www.abingdonscdc.wordpress.com 

ADDLESTONE & DISTRICT SCOTTISH SOCIETY Meets Wednesdays  
8.15-10.15pm Sept-May at St Mary’s Church Hall, Church Road, Byfleet 
KT14 7NF. Details: Val Clack, 01932 845869 or 
www.addlestonescottish.org.uk 

BERKHAMSTED STRATHSPEY & REEL CLUB Meets in Potten End Village Hall, 
HP4 2QG. Social dancing: Tuesdays 8.15pm Sept-May, Sat. gardens June/
July. Classes: Intermediate and Advanced Mondays 8.00pm, Beginners 
Tuesdays 8.15pm. Details: Dawn Dorman, Hill End Farm, Gorhambury,  
St Albans, Herts AL3 6AR, 07710 460623 or www.berkhamstedreelclub.org 

BERKS/HANTS/SURREY BORDER BRANCH RSCDS Topic-led class (not suitable 
for beginners), alternate Mondays Sept-April, 8.15-10.15pm St Sebastian’s 
Memorial Hall, Nine Mile Ride, Wokingham Without RG40 3BA. General 
class (intermediate and above), every Wednesday Sept-May, 8.00-10.00pm 
St Mary’s Church Hall, Park Road, Camberley, Surrey GU15 2SR  
Teacher: Mervyn Short 
Contact: Alex Duncan, 01932 241615 or www.rscds-bhs.org.uk 

BOURNEMOUTH BRANCH RSCDS Meets every Friday at Kinson Community 
Centre, Pelham’s Park, Millhams Rd., Kinson, Bournemouth, BH10 7LH  
7.30-9.30pm. Alternate Wednesday Technique class, by invitation.  
Details: Margaret Robson, 24 Upper Golf Links Road, Broadstone, Dorset 
BH18 8BX, 01202 698138 or margaret.brscds@ntlworld.com 

BRIGHTON BRANCH RSCDS Classes for beginners, intermediate and 
advanced, country and highland, adults and children.  
Details: Rod Burrows, 01903 783053 or chair@rscds-brighton.org.uk or  
www.rscds-brighton.org.uk 

BRIGHTON & HOVE SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE CLUB Meets Thursdays  
7.45-10.15pm at Moulsecoomb Hall, Brighton. Details: Carol Catterall, 
01273 564963 or www.bhscdc.org.uk 

CAMBERLEY REEL CLUB Dancing every Tuesday 8.00pm at St Paul’s Church 
Hall, Church Hill, Camberley. Details: Jackie Cresswell, 01252 616289 or 
info@camberleyreelclub.org.uk 

CAMBRIDGE SCOTTISH SOCIETY Scottish country dancing and other events. 
Dance Circle meets every Thursday 8.00pm from Sept-June. Details:  
Rachel Schicker, 01223 364557 or www.camscotsoc.org.uk 

CHELTENHAM BRANCH RSCDS Advanced Technique class Monday 7.30-9.30pm 
St Luke’s Hall, Cheltenham GL53 7HP. General class Thursday 7.15-9.15pm 
Bettridge School, Cheltenham GL51 3AT. Beginners’ class Monday 
7.45-9.45pm Reddings Community Centre, Cheltenham GL51 6RF. Contact 
Margaret Winterbourne, 01242 863238 mj.winterbourne@btinternet.com 

CHELTENHAM SCOTTISH SOCIETY Dancing Friday nights 7.30-10.00pm at St 
Andrew’s UR Church, Montpellier Street, Cheltenham GL50 1SP. Contact: 
John Marshall, duracellbunney@tiscali.co.uk  
www.cheltenhamscottishsociety.btck.co.uk  www.jockjigging.btck.co.uk 

CHISWICK SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE CLUB Meets on Sundays 6.00-9.15pm,  
Sept-June, in the Upper Hall at St Michael & All Angels Church, corner of 
Woodstock Road and Priory Avenue, London W4 1TX (turn right out of 
Turnham Green tube station, 70 yards).  
Check www.chiswickscottish.org.uk for details or 
Evelyn Norman, 020 8641 5877 or secretary@chiswickscottish.org.uk 

CROYDON DISTRICT BRANCH Branch class in Coulsdon: General, incl 
Beginners with technique Fridays 7.30 -10.00pm St Andrew’s Church, 
Woodcote Grove Road, Coulsdon CR5 2AJ.  
Details: Dorothy Pearson, 01737 551724 or www.rscdscroydon.org.uk 

EPPING FOREST SCOTTISH ASSOCIATION Club nights: Mondays (all year)  
8.00-10.00pm at Christchurch Parish Hall, Wanstead Place, Wanstead 
E11 7SW; Thursdays (all year) 8.00-10.00pm at St John’s Parish Hall, High 
Road, Buckhurst Hill, IG9 5RX. Details: Angela Ross, 020 8504 3376 or 
angelaross87@hotmail.com or www.efsa.org.uk 

EPSOM & DISTRICT CALEDONIAN ASSOCIATION General dancing Mondays,  
7.30-10.00pm, Tweddle Hall, St Andrew’s URC, Northey Avenue, Cheam,  
SM2 7HF. Teacher: Pauline Cashmore, 020 8686 9362 
Details: Dorothy Pearson, 01737 551724 

FARNHAM SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCING CLUB Dancing every Tuesday at 
8pm, Sept-end of April at Weydon School, Weydon Lane, Farnham, 
GU9 8UG. Details: Pippa Peatman 01256 703909 or p_peatman@yahoo.com 
or www.fscdc.co.uk 

FLEET SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE SOCIETY Dance in Church Crookham 
Memorial Hall in Hampshire on alternate Saturdays from 7.30-10.00pm,  
Sept-May. Details: Shirley Ferguson 01276 501952 or 
fergusonshirley7@gmail.com or fleet.rscds-bhs.org.uk 

GERRARDS CROSS SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE CLUB Meets at Memorial 
Centre, East Common Road, Gerrards Cross SL9 7AD on Tuesdays from Sept
-June. 7.30-10.00pm Visitors and Beginners welcome. Details: Suzanne 
Todd, 01923 283730 or info@gxscottish.org or www.gxscottish.org 

To update your listing below contact editor@rscdslondon.org.uk  If you require your information to also be changed in the  
SE Classes Listing on our website please contact Jan Collings seclasses@rscdslondon.org.uk or call on 07803 923036.  

Payment of £30 is due for Reels 308-311, and due again in May 2020 for Reels 312-315.  
If you wish to make payment by bank transfer or cancel your advert, please contact treasurer@rscdslondon.org.uk  

Today’s Scotticisms: Why not try these out in conversation? 

A dancer might be heard saying, I’m fair puckled!  

Lang may yer lum reek is a good greeting for a long life. 

Too much blethering might result in haud yer wheesht! being said. 

Agreeing with someone then simply say, och aye. 

And on enjoying a clear evening sky say, It’s a braw bricht 
moonlicht nicht. 

Thank you Sir Harry! 

Ceilidh dancing with The Squad  
by Bethan Kendrick 

On Thursday 24 January 2019 my youth club (The Squad) did Burns’ 
Night dancing. I did a warm up to start off with, and then my Mum, 
Jenny, did lots of dances with us. We had a couple of sets and 
danced with our partners. We did marching around, then different 
dances. My favourite one is The Prince of Orange. 

It was really good fun and we had nice music to dance to. It was a 
good evening and I think everyone enjoyed dancing. I loved it, and  
I think Squad members were brilliant. 

Ceilidh at LSE by Davinia Miln 

A Michaelmas ceilidh was held in a large hall at the London School of 
Economics’ Students Union under the auspices of the LSE Health 
Society. Over 100 people attended. The event was a great success as 
not only did it mix and match students from all over the world but 
they met new people and made new friends. Guests included two 
professors, lecturers from LSE and students from the School of Hygiene 
and Tropical Medicine. Many guests had no idea what a ceilidh was but 
they joined in the fun with great enthusiasm. We had a half time 
break with sandwiches and cake which added to the enjoyment of the 
evening with great music played by McBains three-piece band. One 
dance - the Eightsome Reel had seven full sets of dancers who all 
finished at the same time as the music. Quite an achievement! Other 
dances included The Dashing White Sergeant, Virginia Reel and 
Circassian Circle to name but a few. I am now told the event has 
‘started a tradition of wanting a ceilidh each Christmas’! The Health 
Society has been given the details of the London Branch summer 
dancing in Kensington Gardens to which they are all invited. 

MC Davinia Miln (on right) with 
LSE students, (14 December 2018). 
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http://www.abingdonscdc.wordpress.com
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http://www.berkhamstedreelclub.org
http://www.rscds-bhs.org.uk
mailto:margaret.brscds@ntlworld.com
mailto:chair@rscds-brighton.org.uk
http://www.rscds-brighton.org.uk
http://www.bhscdc.org.uk
mailto:info@camberleyreelclub.org.uk
http://www.camscotsoc.org.uk
mailto:mj.winterbourne@btinternet.com
mailto:duracellbunney@tiscali.co.uk
http://www.cheltenhamscottishsociety.btck.co.uk
http://www.jockjigging.btck.co.uk
http://www.chiswickscottish.org.uk
mailto:secretary@chiswickscottish.org.uk
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http://www.fscdc.co.uk
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http://fleet.rscds-bhs.org.uk
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mailto:seclasses@rscdslondon.org.uk
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GREENFORD AND DISTRICT CALEDONIAN ASSOC. Meet at the British Legion 
Hall, Oldfield Lane, Greenford. Visitors welcome. Tuesdays 8.00-10.00pm. 
Details: Kate Fraser 020 8998 0571 or enquiries@greenfordcaledonian.net 

GUILDFORD SCDC Meets at Onslow Village Hall, Wilderness Rd, Guildford, 
GU2 7QR most Mondays at 8.00pm from Sept-June. Details: 01483 456091 
or www.gscdc.org.uk 

HARPENDEN SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCING CLUB Meets every Tuesday at 
8.00pm at Lourdes Hall, Southdown Road, Harpenden. Details: Val Owens,  
29 Palfrey Close, St Albans, Herts AL3 5RE, 01727 863870 or HSCDC.org.uk 

HARROW & DISTRICT CALEDONIAN SOCIETY Classes Wednesdays  
8.15-10.15pm, St Albans Church Hall, Norwood Drive (off The Ridgeway), 
North Harrow. Also a variety of other activities. 
Details: Sheena Henderson, mail@harrowscottish.org.uk or 07719 985025 
or www.harrowscottish.org.uk 

HAYES & DISTRICT SCOTTISH ASSOCIATION Meets Fridays 8.00-10.00pm, 
Sept-July in Hayes, Middx. Beginners and experienced dancers welcome. 
Details: Margaret Wallace, 01895 633642 or www.hayesscottish.org.uk 

HERTSMERE REEL CLUB Monthly dances on third Saturday (exc. Aug & Sept) 
7.30-11.00pm, Tilbury Hall (URC), Darkes Lane, Potters Bar EN6 1BZ.  
Details: Margaret King, 0208 440 3236 or margaret.king4@hotmail.co.uk 

ISLE OF THANET SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCERS Meet Wednesdays Sept-June 
at Holy Trinity & St John’s C. of E. Primary School, St John’s Road, 
Margate. Beginners 7.00-8.00pm. General 8.00-10.00pm.  
Details: Pat Gill, 01843 603391 

JERSEY CALEDONIA SCD GROUP Details: Joy Carry, Les Arbres, Rue des 
Cateaux, Trinity, JE3 5HB, 01534 862205 or jcchanjoy97@gmail.com  
Alan Nicolle, 01534 484375 or alan.nicolle88@gmail.com or Brenda Gale, 
01534 862357 or scottishcountrydancingchannelislands.blogspot.com 

LONDON HIGHLAND CLUB Meets regularly at St Columba’s, Pont Street, 
London SW1X 0BD. Details: Frank Bennett, 020 8715 3564 or 
www.londonhighlandclub.co.uk 

LUCY CLARK SCD CLUB Meets Thursdays at the Wendover Memorial Hall, 
Wharf Road, Wendover HP22 6HF. Beginners class 7.00-8.00pm, Social 
Dancing 8.00-10.00pm. Details: Liz Mitchell, 07947 000368 or 
info@lucyclark.org.uk or www.lucyclark.org.uk 

MAIDENHEAD SCOTTISH DANCING CLUB Meets every Tuesday 8.00pm at  
St Piran’s School, Gringer Hill, Maidenhead, Berks SL6 7LZ. Last Tuesday 
in the month is Social Dancing Evening. Details: Jane Courtier, 16 Ostler 
Gate, Maidenhead, Berks SL6 6SG, 01628 628372 or 
maidenheadscottishdancing.org.uk 

MAIDSTONE (COBTREE) SCD GROUP Meets every Wednesday 7.30-10.00pm at 
The Grove Green Community Hall, Maidstone. Details: Dick Barford,  
55 Northumberland Road, Maidstone ME25 7JG, 01622 685984 

MEDWAY AND DISTRICT CALEDONIAN ASSOCIATION Dancing Mondays 
Bredhurst Village Hall, 1.30-3.45pm; Tuesdays and Thursdays  
St Mary’s Island Community Centre, 8.00-10.00pm. Beginners welcome at 
all. Details: Lyn Sutton-Jones, 07831 154038 and 
www.medwaycaledonians.co.uk 

MILTON KEYNES BRANCH RSCDS Mixed ability class Mondays 8.00-10.00pm. 
Bradwell Village Hall, Milton Keynes. Details: Jan Jones, 52 Aintree Close, 
Bletchley, Milton Keynes MK3 5LP, 01908 378730 or jange@verybusy.co.uk 

NORTH KENT SCOTTISH ASSOCIATION Dancing 7.45-10.00pm most 
Wednesdays at Barnehurst Golf Club. Beginners welcome. Details: David 
Reid, 22 Thamesbank Place, London SE28 8PR, 020 8311 7282 or 
david@davidfromblighty.plus.com 

NORWICH RSCDS Dancing on Mondays from Sept-May/June at the Dance & 
Drama Studio, Sewell Park College, Constitution Hill, Norwich NR3 4BX. 
Beginners from 7.00-8.15pm and general dancing 8.20-9.30pm. Details: 
Sue Petty on 01603 741639 or secretary@rscds-norwich.org.uk 

ORPINGTON & DISTRICT CALEDONIAN SOCIETY Dancing every Thursday  
8.00-10.15pm at Petts Wood Memorial Hall. Beginners’/Improvers’ Class 
every Monday 8.00-10.15pm at St Pauls, Crofton Road, Orpington.  
Details: Hadyn Davies, 020 8658 9188 or hadyndavies@gmail.com or 
www.orpingtonscottishdancing.com 

OXFORDSHIRE BRANCH RSCDS Dancing on Thursdays throughout the year in 
Oxford. Details: Christine Jeffery 01844 278242 or 
christinej201@hotmail.com or www.rscdsoxfordshire.org.uk 

READING ST ANDREW’S SCOTTISH DANCING SOCIETY Dancing at St Andrew’s 
URC, London Road, Reading, RG1 5BD from 8.00-10.00pm, Sept-May, 
Tuesdays (elementary), Wednesdays (general), 1st & 2nd Thursdays of 
each month (advanced). Details: Duncan Barnet, Flat 4, 8 Western Elms 
Avenue, Reading RG30 2AN 0118 956 9289 dbarnet@waitrose.com or 
www.scottishdancingreading.org 

 

 

REIGATE SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE CLUB Meets most Mondays 8.15-
10.15pm, Sept-May at the Redhill Methodist Church Hall, Gloucester Road, 
Redhill, Surrey RH1 1BP. Details: Wendy Mitton, 01737 766244 or 
wmitton517@btinternet.com or www.reigatescottish.org.uk 

RICHMOND CALEDONIAN SOCIETY Meets at the Oddfellows Hall, Parkshot, 
Richmond, every Wednesday evening at 8.00pm from mid-Sept. to mid-
June. Details: www.richmondcaledonian.co.uk or 020 8878 3445 

SANDERSTEAD URC SCOTTISH DANCE GROUP Dancing Tues 8.00pm at 
Sanderstead URC Hall, Sanderstead Hill, S. Croydon. 
Details: Graeme Wood, 01883 627797 or gwood@gna.cc 

ST COLUMBA’S CHURCH OF SCOTLAND, Pont Street, London SW1X 0BD  
St Columba’s Dancers meet most Mondays from Oct to May, 7.15-10.00pm. 
Admission free except for Band Nights when a charge will be made. 
Details: Valerie Strachan, 020 8693 5355 or 
valeriestrachan@btinternet.com or www.stcolumbasdancers.org 

ST JOHN’S SDC, WOKINGHAM Meet every Thurs 8.00-10.15pm Sept-June at 
St Sebastian’s Hall, Nine Mile Ride, Wokingham. All standards welcome. 
Details: Sue Davis, 2 Larkswood Dr, Crowthorne, 01344 774344 or 
alan.suedavis@gmail.com Also Children’s Class Sats 9.30-11.00am at the 
Parish Hall, Crowthorne. Details: Deborah Draffin, 01344 776831  

SCOTTISH ASSOCIATION FOR WALLINGTON, CARSHALTON & DISTRICT  
Hold weekly social dance on Thursday evenings from 8.00-10.00pm at 
Collingwood School, Springfield Road, Wallington SM6 OBD. Details: 
Maggie Westley, 020 8647 9899 or 07956 937157, or 
westley.maggie14@gmail.com 

SIDCUP & DISTRICT CALEDONIAN ASSOCIATION Dancing on Wednesdays from 
8.00-10.15pm throughout the year at Hurst Community Centre, Hurst 
Road, Bexley, Kent. Details: Jenny Gavin, 48 Eastbrook Road, Blackheath  
SE3 8BT, 020 8856 4522 

SOUTH EAST ESSEX SCOTTISH SOCIETY Dancing Fridays, 7.30-10.15pm,  
St Peter’s Church Hall, Eastbourne Grove, Southend (near hospital). 
Tuition 7.30-9.00pm. Details: Graham Easton, 01702 587808 or 
graham.easton@btinternet.com or www.seess.org.uk 

SOUTH EAST HERTS SCDS Classes for all standards, in Hertford, Tuesdays in 
term time. Monthly dances Sept-June, in Ware, usually second Friday. 
Sunday afternoon Family Dances once a term. Details: Ian, 07842 034890 
or sehscds@hotmail.com or see www.sehscottishdance.org/news 

SURBITON & DISTRICT CALEDONIAN SOCIETY Dancing every Thursday at 
8.00pm from Sept-June at St Mark’s Church Hall, Church Hill Road, 
Surbiton. Details: David Horwill, 32 Wolsey Road, Sunbury-on-Thames, 
Middx TW16 7TY or www.surbitoncaledonian.co.uk 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS BRANCH RSCDS Beginners/intermediate classes on Tues 
8.00-10.00pm and advanced classes Thurs 8.00-10.00pm at St Augustine’s 
School, Wilman Rd, Tunbridge Wells, TN4 9AL, Details: George Daly, 
1 Broadwater Rise, Tunbridge Wells TN2 5UE, 01892 534512 or 
www.rscdstunbridgewells.org.uk 

WATFORD & WEST HERTS SCOTTISH SOCIETY Beginners/Improvers Class at 
Nascot Wood Recital Hall, Nascot Wood Road, Watford WD17 4YS Mondays 
from 8.00-9.30pm and General Class at All Saints’ Church, The Green, 
Croxley Green, Rickmansworth WD3 3HJ Thursdays from 8.00-10.00pm. 
Details: Stuart Kreloff, 60 Tunnel Wood Road, Watford WD17 4GE,  
01923 492475 or reel@watfordscottish.org.uk 

WELWYN GARDEN CITY SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE CLUB Meets Wednesdays 
8.00-10.00pm Sept-June at Lemsford Hall, Lemsford Village, Welwyn 
Garden City. All welcome. Details: Douglas Wood, 01582 469928 or 
welwyn.scdc@uwclub.net or www.sehscottishdance.org/Welwyn 

WEMBLEY & DISTRICT SCOTTISH ASSOCIATION Dance Class Mondays 8.00pm. 
The Church of the Ascension, The Avenue, Wembley, Middx. Details:  
Mrs Caroline Hamilton, 31 Boundary Road, Eastcote, Pinner, Middlesex 
HA5 1PW, 0208 866 2378 or info@wdsa.co.uk 

WEYMOUTH SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCERS (Formerly South Dorset 
Caledonian Society) Dancing at St Edmund’s Church Hall, Lanehouse Rocks 
Road, Weymouth, Dorset, Wednesday, 7.30-10.00pm. 
Details: Miss Valerie Scriven, 13 Fenway Close, Dorchester, 
Dorset DT1 1PQ, 01305 265177 

WINCHESTER BRANCH RSCDS Classes Tuesdays 8.00-10.00pm. Club nights 1st 
and 3rd Wednesdays 8.00-10.00pm. Both evenings at St Peter’s School, 
Oliver’s Battery Rd North, Winchester. Details: Wendy Mumford (teacher), 
20 Blendon Drive, Andover SP10 3NQ, 01264 363293 or 
wendy@mumford.com 

WITHAM & DISTRICT CALEDONIAN SOCIETY Dancing every Wednesday  
8.00-10.00pm. The Centre, UR Church, Witham, Essex. 
Details: Alex Daniel, 01621 855548 or alexsdaniel@aol.com 

Other Scottish Country Dance Organisations 

Many thanks to all who contributed to this issue of The Reel, including the following for providing photos: p1: Top - Emily Miller 
Photography Ltd; bottom - Margaret Catchick. p2: Margaret - Jerry Reinstein; Combined Societies - Stephen Webb (SJW). p4: SJW.  
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Erratum: With apologies unfortunately, Colin McEwen’s name was incorrectly spelled in the Wing article p8 and in the credits p20 of Reel 307. 
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