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Scottish country dancing– 
For fun, fitness and 
friendship 

Issue 306 will be with UK based members by 1 December 2018 unless delayed in the post. Contributions for that issue should be sent to arrive by 
and preferably in advance of Sunday 14 October 2018 by email to editor@rscdslondon.org.uk  

The opinions expressed by contributors in The Reel do not necessarily reflect the official position of the RSCDS, or of the Branch. 

The Scroll of Honour 
RSCDS Chairman Helen Russell tells us about the 
history and purpose of the Society award (see p8) 

Branch Day School  
We have a new venue and a wonderful line up of 
teachers and musicians to help you improve your 
dancing (see p4 and p6) 

The Reel profile 
We discover more about one of today’s dance 
devisers John Brenchley (see p9) 

Forthcoming Branch Dances 

Branch members abroad  
Iris Ronayne reports from Bremen and past Reel 
editor Jim Cook travels to a dance weekend in 
Italy (see p12-13) 

In My Opinion Highland and SCD teacher Bill Zobel debunks the myth of ‘pointy feet’ and 

shares his view on elegance and music in the context of SCD (see p12) while ‘The Dance Corner’ 
gives us a new dance (see p14) 

Jeremy Hill is presented with his Branch Award 
by Branch President Rachel Wilton at the Branch 
AGM, (9 June 2018). See his citation on p2. 

Also in this issue... 

Saturday 22 September 2018 
7.00 – 10.30pm 

Doors open at 6.30pm 
St Columba’s Church, Pont Street  

SW1X 0BD  
Craigellachie 

 
Good Hearted Glasgow ................... 8x32 J 
The Lass of Richmond Hill ................ 8x32 R 
Kilkenny Castle ............................ 8x32 S 
Gothenburg’s Welcome ................... 8x32 J 
Mrs Macleod ................................ 8x32 R 
Holyrood Strathspey ....................... 8x32 S 
It’s Just for Fun ............................ 8x32 J 
The Wind on Loch Fyne ............... Tri 3x32 S 
The Royal Yacht Britannia ................ 8x40 R 
 
It’s All Right ................................ 8x32 J 
The Royal Deeside Railway ............... 8x32 R 
Miss Gibson’s Strathspey .................. 8x32 S 
A Trip to the Drakensberg ................ 8x40 J 
Miss Johnstone of Ardrossan ............. 5x32 R 
The Haar on Skye .......................... 8x32 S 
Macleod’s Fancy ........................... 4x32 J 
MacDonald of the Isles .................... 3x32 S 
The Reel of the 51st Division ............ 8x32 R 

 
Admission includes light refreshments 

RSCDS members £13, Non-members £16 
Full time students (with card) and  

spectators £7. All children (under 16) free 
All tickets to be purchased (cash only)  

on the door.  
All dances will be recapped 

Crib available at www.rscdslondon.org.uk 

New Season Dance Autumn Wednesday Dance 

Wednesday 24 October 2018 

Christmas Dance 

Saturday 15 December 2018 

Dancers join in a large circle round and back in The Duke and Duchess of 
Edinburgh at the London Branch End of Season Dance in the Upper Hall 
following the AGM at St Columba’s Church, Pont Street, (9 June 2018).  

It is with great sadness we 
report the death in July of 
Owen Meyer and in August 
of Wilson Nicol, past 
Chairmen and Honorary 
Vice-presidents of London 
Branch. Both men will be 
fully remembered in  
Reel 306. 
 

 
 

Above: Owen seen here 
MCing at Polesden Lacey 
summer dance on 11 June 
2005.  
 

Right: Wilson seen here at 
the London Branch Day 
School on 17 October 
2009. Wilson was also the 
longest serving editor of 
The Reel. See Wilson’s 
final contribution on p15. 

 

http://www.rscdslondon.org.uk
mailto:editor@rscdslondon.org.uk?subject=The%20Reel
https://www.rscdslondon.org.uk/
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Chairman’s Column by Margaret Catchick 

The AGM of London Branch took place on 9 June 2018 and we are grateful 
to those members who attended. Our objectives for the coming year are: 

a) Encourage more people to take part in and enjoy the benefits 
of Scottish country dancing by increasing the public profile of 
RSCDS London 

b) Launch a new beginners’ class in another area of London 

c) Build on the success of the family taster class 

We will endeavour to do our best to meet these aims, but we will need the 
support of our members to enable us to do so. If you are not a member of the RSCDS, then 
consider the benefits of becoming one. We can all play our part to spread the word about what  
a wonderful pastime SCD is and encourage others to enjoy the benefits also. 

We will be holding our New Season Dance on 22 September, which will be to the music of 
Craigellachie, and on 20 October we will be holding our Annual Day School and Musicians’ 
Workshop which will be at an excellent new venue in Northwood. With a line-up of superb 
teachers and musicians it is a day not to be missed. On 15 December we are pleased to 
welcome back David Hall and his Band to play for our Christmas Dance. We also have a number 
of other events and classes planned for you in the future so please come along, support your 
Branch, and support all those on the Committee, and volunteers, who work so hard on your 
behalf. 

I look forward to seeing you all on the dance floor. 
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Objects of London Branch 
To advance the education of the public in the 
London area in traditional Scottish country 
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traditional Scottish country dances; 
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instruction in the dancing of Scottish 
country dances; 

c) promoting the enjoyment and appreciation 
of Scottish country dancing and music by 
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/RSCDSLondon 
 
@LondonRSCDS 

London Branch Matters ......................... 3 
London Branch Dances and Classes  ....... 4-5 
London Branch Day School  .................... 6 
Music Matters ................................. 7-8 
RSCDS Scroll of Honour, Spring Fling/Fringe ... 8 
A Profile of John Brenchley .................... 9 
The Dancing World in Pictures ........... 10-11 

Flight to Bremen and “In My Opinion” ..... 12 
Jim Cook’s latest adventure, Exeter Man.. 13 
The Dance Corner, Letters to The Reel  ... 14 
Rachel and Jim, More on Hugh Foss ........ 15 
Three Lives Remembered .................... 16 
Forthcoming Events ....................... 17-18 
Other SCD Organisations, Credits ....... 19-20 

A closer look at the Contents of this Issue 

Jeremy Hill receives a Branch Award 

The AGM featured a presentation of a Branch 
Award to past Reel editor Jeremy Hill. Here 
is the citation that accompanied it:  

It was whilst a student at Oxford University 
that Jeremy Hill took up Scottish country 
dancing seriously. Both he and his wife 
Grace, whom he met when they were both 
members of the London Branch 
Demonstration Team, have encouraged their 
children to enjoy their love of Scottish music 
and dance. 

Jeremy is a superb dancer as well as being 
an excellent class musician and teacher. In 
addition to teaching and playing at various 
Day Schools and classes, he taught the RSCDS 
London Branch demonstration team and has 
been a regular pianist at Summer School 
since the late 1990s. Jeremy also has a 
beautiful singing voice and is always willing 
and happy to play his part at ceilidhs. 

Jeremy was Co-Editor of The Reel (a position 
he shared with the late John Laurie) 

between 1990-1991 during which time he 
worked on six issues. In 2012 he became 
Editor of The Reel, and remained Editor until 
May 2017, the 300th celebratory edition of 
The Reel being the last issue he worked on. 
Despite a very demanding job, family and 
other commitments, he worked tirelessly to 
meet the deadlines required for The Reel to 
be issued four times a year. He not only 
carried out the work of editor but also 
performed the task of laying out and 
typesetting to continue the very high 
standards associated with The Reel. Jeremy 
has also served on the London Branch 
Committee. 

In recognition of his hard work on behalf of 
RSCDS London Branch as Editor of The Reel 
and also in promoting Scottish country 
dancing in London and the South East for 
around 30 years, the Committee of London 
Branch nominates Jeremy Hill for the Branch 
Award which we feel is justly deserved. 

Adieu to class teacher Jane Rose by Joanne and Willie Lawrence 

We stumbled across Scottish country dancing 
in the way many people do – looking for 
something new to do, remembering dancing 
lessons grudgingly enjoyed at school and 
exhilarating wedding party ceilidhs, googling 
Scottish country dance and finding RSCDS 
London Branch. 

We stumbled through our first few lessons 
wondering what we had let ourselves in for – 
reels and jigs we had expected but pliés, pas 
de basques and allemandes took us by 
surprise. We stayed and kept going because 
of our first teacher, Jane Rose, who has 
stepped down this year after nurturing five 
years’ worth of new London Branch dancers. 

From, at the time, the impenetrable 
complexities of Jane’s Jigs 1,2, and 3 to the 
almost literal unravelling of the mysteries of 
a reel (by following a figure of eight pattern 
on the floor made initially from loo roll and 

later from off cuts from the Rose family’s 
new carpet), Jane’s lessons were structured, 
welcoming, challenging and fun. The low key 
end of term dance parties helped us build 
confidence to try first Branch dances, and 
then dances and day schools further afield. 
We met new people, experienced different 
teachers and gradually, in the words of a 
fellow beginner, dancing started to become 
recreational. 

There are a good number of us in the London 
area who owe our introduction to Scottish 
country dance to Jane. It is down to her that 
we made our way through the confusion and 
(sometimes) terror of the early days and 
stayed to enjoy dance and to appreciate the 
people and the places we encountered 
through dance. Thank you Jane. 

(See also photo 6 in the centre pages) 

mailto:info@rscds.org
http://www.rscds.org
mailto:chairman@rscdslondon.org.uk?subject=RSCDS%20London
mailto:secretary@rscdslondon.org.uk?subject=RSCDS%20London
mailto:treasurer@rscdslondon.org.uk?subject=RSCDS%20London
http://www.rscdslondon.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/RSCDSLondon
http://www.facebook.com/RSCDSLondon
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London Branch Matters 

 Aged 12-17 Aged 18-24 25 and over Second 
branch 
member 

Joint 
(per 
person) 

The Reel 
electronically 

£14 £20 £24 £4 £20 

The Reel by post (UK) £16 £22 £26 £6 £22 

The Reel by post 
(Europe) 

£22 £28 £32 £12 £28 

The Reel by post  
(Rest of the World) 

£25 £31 £35 £15 £31 

The current rates for RSCDS membership through the London Branch are as follows: 

Membership 

London Branch membership benefits include 
reduced rates at Branch classes, dances and 
events, and quarterly receiving The Reel, 
while RSCDS membership includes the 
biannual publication, Scottish Country 
Dancer, and 10% discounts on items from the 
RSCDS shop. Membership may be purchased 
via www.rscdslondon.org.uk using PayPal or 
by cheque payable to RSCDS London Branch. 
See full details on website. Membership 
enquiries and cheque payments should be 
addressed to the Membership Secretary, 
Gaynor Curtis, 60 Bishops Wood, Woking 
GU21 3QB, 01483 721989,  
email: membership@rscdslondon.org.uk 

RSCDS London Branch Accounts 2017-2018 
by Simon Wales, Branch Treasurer 9 June 2018 

The notes below are an 
extract from the 
Branch Accounts. The 
tight timescales and 
The Reel publication 

dates make it impossible 
to circulate these to all 

members before the AGM but 
any member wishing a full set should please 
contact the Treasurer. Changes in 
Statements of Recommended Practice 
Regulations last year meant that the 
accounts are now presented in a different 
format and last year’s accounts have also 
had to be amended to comply with these 
changes though it does not affect the 
figures presented in last year’s accounts. 

The accounts for the year ending 31 March 
2018 show a net incoming resource figure 
of £1,466 - after an unrealised loss on 
investments of £1,811. This also includes 
planned expenditure from our legacy funds 
of £996. 

Classes 
Fees, less hire of halls, less teachers’ and 
musicians’ expenses: £15,069 - £9,635 - 
£9,394 = £3,960 deficit. This was within 
budget, and was accounted for almost 
entirely by the heavy losses on the 
technique, and basic classes. The Day 
School made a healthy profit of £710. 

Youth Activities 
Income less expenditure: £105 - £319 = 
£214 deficit. The costs reflected the 
support from the Branch for new family 
taster sessions, and the Committee has 
decided to relaunch the family sessions in 
2018-2019. The Anniversary Fund for youth 
outreach remained largely unspent, and 
was being earmarked for the relaunch of 
the children’s classes. 

Dances  
Income less expenditure: £8,201 - £6,589 = 
£1,612 surplus. Christmas and especially 
Burns’ Night Dances did well again this 
year, but some other dances still attracted 
too few dancers. The dances held on the 
half-term Wednesday evening were still 
proving popular and were nearly covering 
their cost. An attempt to build on the 
success of the Burns’ ceilidh by running a 
ceilidh dance in November attracted too 
few dancers and made a loss. 

Publicity and The Reel 
The net cost of publicity this year was £671 
- after the Twining Legacy contribution of 
£996 to the cost of Open Air Dancing. The 
Reel made a profit of £1,056 after the 

The AGM of the London Branch took place on 
Saturday 9 June 2018. 

Margaret Catchick, chairing the meeting, 
thanked those present for attending. She 
summarised the Branch Report for 2017-2018 
which had been sent to members in advance 
of the meeting, after which Simon Wales 
presented the accounts. 

As the number of nominations did not exceed 
the number of places available on the 
Committee, no ballot was necessary and 
those nominated were elected to the 
Committee. The make-up of the 2018-2019 
Committee is therefore as follows: 

Chairman: Margaret Catchick 
Treasurer: Simon Wales 
Secretary: Joanne Lawrence 

Committee Members: Elaine Davies, Jenny 
Kendrick, George Potts, Jerry Reinstein, 
Thelma-Jane Robb, Margaret Shaw 

The Committee had put forward three 
motions (noted on the Agenda which was 
circulated to members with Reel 304) and all 
three motions were passed unanimously. 

Jeremy Hill was the recipient of a Branch 
Award in recognition of his outstanding 
service to the Branch as Editor of The Reel 
and this was presented to him by Branch 
President, Rachel Wilton. 

Next year’s AGM will take place on Saturday 
8 June 2019 and will be followed by the End 
of Season Dance. 

London Branch AGM 2018 

Society AGM and 
Conference Weekend 

The Society AGM and Conference 
Weekend will take place at the Bell’s 
Sports Centre, Perth from 2 - 4 November 
2018. The weekend will include dances, 
classes, talks and an Open Forum with the 
AGM taking place on Saturday afternoon. 
On the Friday evening there will be a 
country dance in the Main Arena and a 
ceilidh dance in the Coaching Hall with 
the Ball taking place on Saturday evening. 
The Weekend will start on Friday morning 
with a Teachers’ Conference. Further 
details available at www.rscds.org  

apportionment of the Life Members’ 
Appeal. 

Bookstall and Other Trading 
This generated a small surplus of £86 and 
there was no need for further write-offs of 
old stock. 

Demonstration Team 
This appears as “fundraising activities” i.e. 
£1,962 - £1,552 = £410 surplus which is over 
budget. 

Administration Costs 
The only other figure to comment on is the 
admin costs (£561) up on last year. This 
was made up as follows: 

Postage and secretarial £240  
Insurance £120 
AGM £101 
Examiner £100  

Thanks to the hospitality of Peter Knight 
and Margaret Shaw, there were no costs for 
Branch Committee meetings this year. 

Donations and Legacies 
Donations and Legacies raised a further 
£1,614 for designated funds, and £400 to 
support The Reel in the Life and Long Term 
members’ fund. Most donations benefited 
from the tax reclaim from HMRC for gift 
aid. 

The Branch is very fortunate to have the 
various bequests enabling us to tackle 
projects in the knowledge that we have 
sufficient funds to back them up. Open Air 
Dancing in Kensington Gardens was funded 
by the Twining Legacy which was now 
exhausted, with the Bill Ireland Fund 
remaining largely untouched. 

Membership 
Membership income remained steady, and 
our Branch share of subscription income 
was maintained at £2,298. 

Investment Income 
Investment income from Charifund Units 
was up, and contributed to a total of 
£2,268. In line with investment policy the 
Committee decided during the year to 
transfer a further £15,000 to Charifund 
Units in order to maximise the return on 
these accumulated funds. 

Many thanks to fellow officers and 
convenors, who are always on top of their 
paperwork and enabled me to keep the 
accounts on the straight and narrow. As 
ever, the biggest thanks are due to Robert 
Elliott, the independent examiner, who 
does so much to pull these accounts 
together. 

If you wish to receive London Branch 
information by email, whether a Branch 
member or not, (not more than once a 
month), please send your email address to 
publicity@rscdslondon.org.uk and we will 
add you to the list. 

http://www.rscdslondon.org.uk
mailto:membership@rscdslondon.org.uk?subject=RSCDS%20London%20Branch%20Membership
mailto:treasurer@rscdslondon.org.uk
http://www.rscds.org/
mailto:publicity@rscdslondon.org.uk?subject=Maintaining%20contact
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London Branch Dances and Classes 

RSCDS London Dances in 2019 

The following additional dance dates are confirmed for the remainder of the 2018-2019 
season. Events take place at St Columba’s Church, Pont Street, London SW1X 0BD.  

 

Saturday 12 January Burns’ Ceilidh Dance  Caledonian Reelers 

Wednesday 20 February Winter Wednesday Dance TBA  

Saturday 30 March Combined Societies’ Dance Frank Reid and his Band 

Wednesday 29 May  Summer Wednesday Dance TBA 

Saturday 8 June  AGM Dance   TBA 
 

For details of all our events please visit www.rscdslondon.org.uk 

Saturday 20 October 2018 
6.00 – 9.00pm 

St Helen’s School, Eastbury Road, 
Northwood, Middlesex HA6 3AS 

Ian Robertson and  
the Day School Musicians 

 

The Wild Geese ...................... 8x32 J 
The Music Makars .................... 8x32 R 
Jean Martin of Aberdeen ........... 3x32 S 
The Honey Moon (MMM) ............ 8x32 J 
None so Pretty ....................... 8x40 R 
The Birks of Invermay .............. 8x32 S 
Red House ............................ 8x40 R 
 
The Saltire Society Reel ............ 8x32 R 
Miss Hadden’s Reel .................. 8x32 J 
The Silver Tassie .................... 8x32 S 
The College Hornpipe ............... 8x32 H 
The Duke of Atholl’s Reel .......... 8x32 J 
Culla Bay ..........................Sq 4x32 S 
The Reel of the 51st Division ...... 8x32 R 
 

Evening Dance with ceilidh items will 
follow the London Day School 

 

RSCDS members £7, non-members £8, 
Tickets available in advance or purchased 
(cash only) on the door. All dances will be 

recapped. See p6 for details of the Day 
School, or visit the website for more 

information and to download the 
application forms.  

 

Crib available at www.rscdslondon.org.uk 

Day School Evening Dance 

Day School - A New Venue 

We have been fortunate that since 2010 we 
were able to hold our Day School at such an 
excellent venue as Paddington Academy. 
However, in recent years the school has been 
unable to confirm our booking until quite 
late making planning difficult. When we 
eventually heard from them this year they 
advised they would be unable to provide us 
with all our requirements, 

A lot of time was spent trying to find a new 
venue in central London which would meet 
our needs. We were unsuccessful and had to 
extend the area of our search. We eventually 

struck gold with a superb independent girls’ 
school in Northwood, set in 21 acres of 
beautiful grounds and with parking. The 
school is just a four minute walk from 
Northwood Metropolitan Line station  
(30 minute journey from Baker Street 
station) providing easy access by 

Wednesday 24 October 2018 
7.00 – 10.00pm 

Doors open at 6.30pm 
St Columba’s Church, Pont Street  

SW1X 0BD 
Sandra Smith and Barbara Manning 

 

The Brudenell Jig ...................... 8x32 J 
A Highland Welcome .................. 8x32 R 
MacDonald of the Isles ................ 3x32 S 
Flowers of Dunbeg ..................... 5x32 R 
Gramachie .............................. 8x32 S 
Granville Market ....................... 8x32 J 
Catch the Wind  ....................... 8x32 R 
 

The Old Man of Storr .................. 8x32 R 
The Machine without Horses ......... 8x32 J 
The Wind on Loch Fyne ........... Tri 3x32 S 
The Lass of Richmond Hill ...........  8x32 R 
Fair Enough ............................. 4x32 J 
The Minister on the Loch ............. 3x32 S 
The Reel of the 51st Division ........ 8x32 R 
Extra: 
Good Hearted Glasgow ............... 8x32 J 

  

Admission includes light refreshments 
RSCDS members £11, non-members £13, 

full time students (with card) and  
spectators £6. All children (under 16) free 

All tickets to be purchased (cash only)  
on the door. All dances will be recapped/

walked through 

 

Crib available at www.rscdslondon.org.uk  

Autumn Wednesday Dance 

Saturday 15 December 2018 
6.45 for 7.00 – 10.30pm 
Doors open at 6.30pm 

St Columba’s Church, Pont Street  
SW1X 0BD 

David Hall and his SCD Band 
 

The Hollin Buss ........................ 8x32 J 
Catch the Wind ........................ 8x32 R 
Gramachie ............................. 8x32 S 
The Starry Eyed Lassie ............... 8x32 J 
The First of September ............... 4x32 R 
Margaret Parker’s Strathspey ........ 8x32 S 
Orpington Caledonians ............... 8x32 R 
Culla Bay ............................ Sq 4x32 S 
Cadgers in the Canongate ............ 8x48 R 
 

Follow Me Home ....................... 8x32 J 
The Glasgow Highlanders ............ 8x32 S 
The College Hornpipe ................ 8x32 H 
Over the Water to Charlie (New Way) ......  
 .......................................... 8x32 J  
Cape Town Wedding .................. 8x32 S 
Glastonbury Tor ....................... 8x32 R 
Fair Enough ............................ 4x32 J 
Miss Eleanor ............................ 3x32 S 
The Reel of The Royal Scots ......... 8x32 R 

 
Admission includes a glass of wine and 

Christmas fayre 
RSCDS members £19, non-members £22, 

full time students (with card)  
and spectators £10.  

All children (under 16) free 
 

All tickets to be purchased (cash only)  
on the door 

All dances will be recapped. 
Those with highland/evening dress are 

encouraged to wear it 
Crib available at www.rscdslondon.org.uk 

Christmas Dance 

The diary on the Branch website is 
regularly updated. For a hard copy please 
send a SAE to Caroline Hamilton. 

All societies in the South East may submit 
their functions free for inclusion in the 
diary. Email diary@rscdslondon.org.uk or 
by post to Caroline Hamilton, 31 Boundary 
Road, Pinner, Middlesex HA5 1PW 

South East Dance Diary 

On p4 of Reel 303 this note appeared: 

As you see, we have changed from using 
book references in our Branch dance 
notices to a new format of eg 8x32 J. Do 
you prefer this, or did you like the old 
method of citing the dance book 
references?  

Whilst The Reel has received a minimal 
number of responses to this change we 
would still like to hear your views, as it is 
intended that in one of the next two 
Reels to have a written debate on this 
change. 

Let us know with reasons, at 
editor@rscdslondon.org.uk 

underground from north-west and central 
London. The A40, M1 and M25 are also within 
easy reach (www.sthelens.london/How-To-
Find-Us-Contact). There are four spacious 
non-carpeted areas to hold classes (excluding 
Sports Hall), as well as a music room and a 
dining room which needs to be seen! There is 
only one down-side and that is, unlike 
Paddington Academy, not all the facilities 
are under one roof but will require a walk 
between buildings. We have therefore 
decided that this year we will not move the 
classes around (except for the Optional 
extras classes) but just move the teachers so 
that dancers are in the same room for both 
the morning and afternoon session and with 
the same class musician. 

St Helen’s has the charm of an old building 
combined with the facilities of a modern 
one. So do come along to the Day School this 
year and take a look for yourself. We do not 
think you will be disappointed. With superb 
teachers and excellent musicians it should be 
a day not to be missed. 

We look forward to welcoming you all on  
20 October 2018 to our new venue for this 
year’s Day School - St Helen’s School, 
Eastbury Road, Northwood HA6 3AS. See p6 
for full details. 

Dance References 

http://www.rscdslondon.org.uk
http://www.rscdslondon.org.uk
http://www.rscdslondon.org.uk
http://www.rscdslondon.org.uk
mailto:diary@rscdslondon.org.uk?subject=South%20East%20Dance%20Diary
mailto:editor@rscdslondon.org.uk
http://www.sthelens.london/How-To-Find-Us-Contact
http://www.sthelens.london/How-To-Find-Us-Contact
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Band Hall, 93 Guilford St, London WC1N 1DN 

Sunday 9 December 2018 11.00am – 1.00pm 

Technique Class for Advanced  
and Very Advanced dancers 

with teacher Mervyn Short 
and musicians Ian and Meryl 
Thomson 

A class aimed at advanced 
and very advanced dancers 
who are able to perform and 

execute all steps and 
formations to a high standard of 

dancing and assimilate instructions quickly. 

Class fee: £9 (RSCDS members) and  
£10 (non-members). 

For details contact Margaret Catchick 
chairman@rscdslondon.org.uk or 
Jenny Kendrick classes@rscdslondon.org.uk 

Underground: Russell Square. 
Free on-street parking available. 

(Also see article on p7) 

Coram’s Fields 

A monthly class on Tuesdays for advanced 
dancers, taught by Mervyn Short, with music 
provided by Maddie Jones, to work on a 
repertoire of dances that can be used for 
public displays. Classes are held from 
7.00 – 9.00pm in the Upper Hall at 
St Columba’s Church, Pont Street, London 
SW1X 0BD. 

If you have a sense of fun and the ability to 
reflect the joy of Scottish country dancing to 
the general public, do come along and give 
us a try. Anyone interested in joining is asked 
to have a good grasp of Scottish dance steps 
and formations. For further information 
please contact Elaine Davies at 
demteam@rscdslondon.org.uk 

Representing the Branch 

Park Walk, London SW10 0AY 

Wednesdays 7.00 - 9.00pm during term time 

19 September – 28 November (half term  
24 October) 

Classes Christmas Party - 5 December 2018 

Beginners and Improvers 

with teacher Davinia Miln 

An introduction to basic steps and formations 
for new dancers while supporting others to 
develop their technique and general dancing 
skills. 

Technique class for Intermediate 
and Advanced Dancers 

with teacher Pat Davoll (1st half term) and 
Maureen Campbell (2nd half term) 

A technique class for advanced and 
intermediate dancers looking to develop 
their technique, confidence, performance, 
style and enjoyment of the dance. 

Class fee: £7 per night for RSCDS members, 
£9 per night for non-members. Termly rates 
available. 

Underground: South Kensington, Sloane 
Square. 

Free on-street parking available after 6.30pm 
(Chelsea match days 10.00pm) in nearby 
streets. 

Buses: 11, 22, 19, 49, 328, 319, 345 

No entry into the school permitted before 
6.40pm. No smoking or vaping on school 
premises. 

Contact: Jenny - classes@rscdslondon.org.uk 
 
Musicians Sandra Smith and Ian Cutts 

Park Walk Primary School 

St Columba’s Church 

Upper Hall, Pont St, London SW1X 0BD 

Wednesdays 2.30 - 4.30pm during term time 

Autumn term is 19 September - 12 December 
with half term 31 October 

Mixed Ability  

 

with teacher Jeni Rutherford 

A social class suitable for dancers with at 
least some knowledge of basic steps and 
formations. Visitors welcome. 

Class fee: £7 per class to recorded music 

For further information contact Jeni at 
jrutherford@freeuk.com 

Underground: Knightsbridge, Sloane Square. 

Buses: 19, 22, 137, 452, C1 

Richmond 

Oddfellows Hall, Parkshot, Richmond  
TW9 2RT 

Wednesdays 7.30 - 10.00pm during term 
time (beginners 7.30 - 9.00pm, improvers 
8.00 - 10.00pm) 

19 September – 28 November (half term  
24 October) 

Class Christmas Party - 5 December 2018 

Beginners and Improvers 

with teacher Judith Jones 

An introduction to basic steps and formations 
for new dancers while supporting others to 
develop their technique and general dancing 
skills. 

Class fee: £6 per class to recorded music 

Underground/Train: Richmond. 

Buses: 65, 190, 371, 391, 419, 490, 493 

The Family Scottish Dancing Class will take 
place as follows:  

Fresh Ground Church of the Nazarene,  
68 Battersea Rise, London SW11 1EQ 
www.freshgroundlondon.com 

Saturdays 10.30 - 11.45am 

15 and 29 September, 13 October,  
10 and 24 November, 8 December 2018 

Café available on premises for refreshments 

With teachers James Fairbairn and Jenny 
Kendrick 

Class fee £5 each/£10 family 

Railway station: Clapham Junction 

Please invite your friends and family to come 
along and have a go. 

For more information see the Branch website 
or please follow our new Families in London 
Dance Scottish Facebook page. 

For further information please contact 
Marjory at classes@rscdslondon.org.uk 

Families in London  
Dance Scottish 

The London Branch runs a large number of classes throughout the year. 
Some of these are regular classes during term-time; others are specialist 

classes in advanced technique and classes for young people. 

South East Classes Listing 

We regularly update the classes listing on 
www.rscdslondon.org.uk (under SE Events). 

Would you please check your group’s 
information and send any amendments to 
seclasses@rscdslondon.org.uk or call  
Jan Collings on 07803 923036. 

https://www.rscdslondon.org.uk/category/branchactivities/branchclasses/techniqueclass/
https://www.rscdslondon.org.uk/category/branchactivities/branchclasses/sundayadvancedtechniqueclass/
mailto:chairman@rscdslondon.org.uk
mailto:classes@rscdslondon.org.uk
mailto:demteam@rscdslondon.org.uk
https://www.rscdslondon.org.uk/category/branchactivities/branchclasses/basicskillsandimprovers/
mailto:classes@rscdslondon.org.uk
https://www.rscdslondon.org.uk/category/branchactivities/branchclasses/mixedabilityclass/
mailto:jrutherford@freeuk.com
https://www.rscdslondon.org.uk/category/branchactivities/branchclasses/basicskillsandimprovers/
http://www.freshgroundlondon.com
http://www.rscdslondon.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/Families-in-London-Dance-Scottish-464976483877706/
https://www.facebook.com/Families-in-London-Dance-Scottish-464976483877706/
mailto:classes@rscdslondon.org.uk
http://www.rscdslondon.org.uk
mailto:seclasses@rscdslondon.org.uk
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Musicians’ Workshop  

Led by accordionist and band leader Ian Robertson, this will take place in both the morning and afternoon. 
The workshop is open to players with a suggested minimum of Grade 5. The workshop is principally aimed 
at developing a secure style required for dance music playing and will cover such areas as:  

• Instrumental techniques for creating great dance music • Working together as a band 
• Lift, swing and tempo • Keeping the music interesting! 

There are classes for four levels of dancers: 

Very Advanced - Applicants must be able to perform and execute all steps and 
formations to a very high standard of dancing. They must also be able to illustrate 
good phrasing, handing and covering. In addition, dancers must be able to assimilate 
instructions quickly and sustain a high level of performance throughout both classes. 

Advanced - Applicants must be very good dancers with a sound knowledge of all 
steps and formations and should be able to execute them accurately. In addition, 
dancers should possess quick powers of assimilation of instruction and be able to 
maintain a good level of performance throughout both classes. 

Mixed Ability - Applicants should have a good standard of dancing with a sound 
knowledge of steps and formations. They should also be looking to improve their 
personal technique.  

Newcomers & Improvers - Applicants should have knowledge of basic steps and 
formations. 

Saturday 20 October 2018 
St Helen’s School, Eastbury Road, Northwood, Middlesex HA6 3AS  

Teachers Musicians 

For an application form containing further details for both the Day School and the Musicians’ 
Workshop, please contact Margaret Catchick, 251 Botley Road, Ley Hill, Chesham, Bucks HP5 1YD, enclosing a 

SAE, Tel: 01494 772305, or email dayschool@rscdslondon.org.uk 
Application forms are also obtainable on the Branch website, at Branch dances, or from your class teacher. 

CLASSES TO SUIT EVERYONE - DON’T MISS IT! 

Emma Allsop 

Andrew Nolan 

Pat Houghton 

Ian Robertson 

Barbara Manning 

Ken Martlew 

Chris Oxtoby Aileen Napper * 

Sandra Smith 

Day School Programme 

Time Activity 

10:00 - 10:30 Enrolment and coffee 

10:30 - 12:30 
 
Morning 
session 

Class Teacher Musician 

Very Advanced Pat Houghton Sandra Smith 

Advanced Andrew Nolan  Ken Martlew 

Mixed Ability Aileen Napper  Barbara Manning 

Newcomers & Improvers Emma Allsop Chris Oxtoby 

Musicians’ Workshop Ian Robertson 

12:30 - 
2:00pm 
 

Lunch 

A lunch may be purchased comprising a baked potato or rice with either 
chilli, tuna mayo, cheese or ratatouille plus salad, fruit salad or apple pie 
with cream, coffee or tea and a glass of wine. Alternatively, there are 
facilities for packed lunches or pubs and cafés in the local area. 

2:00 - 4:00 
 
Afternoon 
session 

Class Teacher Musician 

Very Advanced Andrew Nolan  Sandra Smith 

Advanced Pat Houghton Ken Martlew 

Mixed Ability Emma Allsop  Barbara Manning  

Newcomers & Improvers Aileen Napper Chris Oxtoby 

Musicians’ Workshop Ian Robertson 

4:00 - 4:30 Tea 

4:30 - 5:30 
 
Optional 
extras 

Class Teacher Musician 

Dances from Book 52  Emma Allsop, Ken Martlew 
(The New Book) Pat Houghton and  
 Aileen Napper   

Highland Andrew Nolan Sandra Smith 

Ladies’ Step Joan Desborough Barbara Manning 

If you do not wish to do anything too active you may prefer to enjoy some 
free time before the evening dance. The choice is yours. 

6:00 - 9:00 Evening dance with Ceilidh Items. Dancing will be to Ian Robertson 
and the Day School Musicians (for programme see p4). Tickets are 
available in advance from Margaret Catchick or on the door.  

RSCDS London Branch Day School and Musicians’ Workshop 

* Tom McKinlay has unfortunately had to withdraw from teaching at our Day School this 
year. We are, however, pleased to advise that Aileen Napper has agreed to take his place.  

mailto:dayschool@rscdslondon.org.uk
http://www.rscdslondon.org.uk
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Music Matters 

THE FRANK REID SCOTTISH DANCE BAND 
Broadcasting band for Scottish country 
dances, Reeling, Ceilidhs and Weddings. Any 
size of band from one to seven with PA to 
match from 100 to 2000 watts. Particularly 
interested in any ideas for expansion of 
ceilidh market. The Granary, Park Lane, 
Finchampstead, Wokingham RG40 4QL. Tel/
Fax: 0118 932 8983 or reel@frankreid.com 

CALEDONIAN REELERS 
Well established three-piece SCD band, 
consisting of accordionist, fiddler and 
drummer. Caller/piper can also be supplied. 
Available for RSCDS dances, ceilidhs, 
weddings, reeling. Anywhere, anytime for 
your function. Please contact Derek Chappell 
01206 764232 / Mary Felgate 07866 757401 
for further information, or 
derek_chappell@aol.co.uk 

KAFOOZALUM COUNTRY DANCE BAND 
Music for Scottish country dancing anywhere, 
anytime. For further details and availability, 
please telephone  
Peter Jenkins on 020 8581 0359, 
peter@kafoozalum.co.uk or our Ceilidh 
website at www.kafoozalum.co.uk 

IAN ROBERTSON AND HIS SCOTTISH 
COUNTRY DANCE BAND 
Solo, duo or trio available for Scottish 
country dances, classes, weddings, ceilidhs 
and reeling events.  
Contact Ian Robertson on 01296 630682 or 
ibrobertson@btinternet.com 

Soloist: PETER JENKINS 
Solo accordion for workshops, classes, day 
schools and ‘smaller functions’. 
020 8581 0359 or peter@kafoozalum.co.uk 

Bands 

Scottish

Band

DanceCountry

M

A
c

B

B
cM

I
N

S

I N
S

Contact: Mike McGuinness Tel: 020 8398 6799
or Tel/Fax: 020 8546 0075 (business hours)

 

An Insight into a Musician’s Preparation by Meryl Thomson 

Branch Bookstall 

Copies of the new RSCDS Book, Book 52, and 
its CD, with other books, CDs and Branch 
badges, will be for sale at the dances on  
22 September and 15 December, the Day 
School and other Branch events. They can 
also be sent out by post. Some high-quality 
CDs by well-known bands and early RSCDS 
Books are for sale at bargain prices. Daniel 
also attends non-RSCDS dances at Pont St. He 
does not bring the whole bookstall stock to 
such events, but would bring particular item
(s) by arrangement in advance. Current stock 
is listed on the Branch website, 
www.rscdslondon.org.uk 
Contact Daniel with any queries or orders at 
bookstall@rscdslondon.org.uk  
at 74B Thurlow Park Road, London SE21 8HY 
or on 020 8670 6918 

Subscribe to The Reel at the following 
annual rates: Electronic (PDF) format £4, 
By post: UK £6, Europe £12, 
Rest of World £15.  

See www.rscdslondon.org.uk for details or 
contact Maggie Westley, 30 Stanley Road, 
Carshalton, Surrey SM5 4LF or 
reelsubscriptions@rscdslondon.org.uk 

Ian and I were asked to play for all three London Branch Sunday Advanced Technique classes in 
the 2017-2018 season and were lucky enough to work with 
two excellent teachers - Mervyn Short and Philippe Rousseau, 
with Mervyn taking two of the three classes. These took 
place at the Band Hall, Coram’s Fields in London which is a 
bright hall with good acoustics. We chose to play for these 
classes as a duo with Ian playing the tune and myself playing 
chords/rhythm accompaniment. 

Both teachers were organised in sending us their lists of 
dances and class requirements well in advance. For a class 
musician this is very important as often the dances chosen 
for teaching are ones not frequently danced in the SCD 
repertoire and therefore sets of music might need to be 
sourced and arranged. With these classes one never knows 
how many people are going to turn up and although we 
arrange the dances as we would for playing at a dance ie 
four tunes for eight times through a dance, often in the class 
we might only play the original tune or perhaps two tunes 
from the arrangement depending on the number of couples 
in a set. Both teachers in this instance happened to choose 

dances well suited to our instrument (fiddles) and many of the dances were from earlier books 
using dances taken from historical collections, which is our area of special interest. We 
therefore often have the opportunity to go back to the original collection, be this Skillern, 
Thomas Wilson, John Johnson, etc, to look at the tune, sometimes with a bass line and the 
original dance instructions which is always interesting to compare to the RSCDS version. We 
also like to do some research into the tune or the publisher of the collection in case we are 
asked to give some background information for the class. 

When we arrive we liaise with the teacher to get an idea of how they plan the class to run. We 
are told requirements for warm up waltz or march and then step practice ready for teaching a 
particular dance. We have learnt it pays to have a mixed page of jigs and reels in case we 
need to play eight bars of jig into eight bars of reel to test the dancers’ pas de basque to 
different rhythms! Sometimes we have to move quickly from one requirement to another 
which is why our music folder has lots of coloured sticky notes to help us find the appropriate 
section in the file. 

Mervyn always uses a lesson plan listing the formations he plans to teach which is very useful 
for a musician in choosing which tunes to use for step practice. In the case of the April class, 
one of the dances was The Bonnie Links from Miss Milligan’s Miscellany which has no set tune, 
however because Mervyn had indicated the formations he planned to teach we were able to 
assess and pick a hornpipe tune suitable for dancing a lot of the setting to. A typical example 
from his lesson plan: 

For the January class Philippe chose 
dances from earlier RSCDS books with 
traditional tunes - The Rakish 
Highlandman (Bk 19/6), the dance 
originally from Wilson’s Companion to 
the Ballroom 1816, and Push About the 
Jorum (Bk 14/3), the dance originally 
from Thomas Skillern’s 204 Country 
Dances for 1776. It was interesting for 
us to see that The Rakish Highlandman 
was originally a 32 bar dance but 
changed into 40 bars for the RSCDS 
version (the original has a lead down 
and up in 4 bars and 4 bars to 
allemande).  

In the April class Mervyn chose 
Tweedside (Bk 19/5) which is unusual in 
being in 3/4 time and danced with a slow pas de basque step. We found the original tune and 
dance in Johnson’s Caledonian Country Dances 1748 (and 1750) where it asks for a minuet 
step. This is interesting as the Tweedside tune is in three-bar phrases within a six bar strain, 
unusual for a minuet which would normally be two or four bar phrases in an eight bar strain. 
This makes it difficult to find any alternative tunes which work in the same way. On further 
research we found two other dances with the same phrasing - Love in a Mask from John 
Walsh’s collection 1740 and Sutters of Selkirk also from Johnson 1750 (many people will know 
this latter dance from Bk 18/11 as a reel, although the original dance is in 3/4 rhythm). We 
decided to stick to playing only the original tune (which is how it would have been played 
historically), and I was able to use the original bass line below the tune Ian was playing to give 
a bit of variation to the sound.  

The time always seems to rush past. Sometimes we managed to get through three dances, 
sometimes four in the two hours. Being a class for advanced dancers, there is a concentrated 
effort on all sides. We have always felt that given the number of classes we have played for 
and the variety of excellent teachers we have worked with, we ought to now be expert in 
many forms of dance and highly proficient in our dancing skills, sadly though we fear this is 
not the case! We would encourage all advanced dancers to consider attending these classes as 
the tuition is excellent and there is often an interesting selection of lesser known dances. 

Dance Rhythm Times Reference Formations 

The Bonnie Links Reel 8x32 MMM Turn cast turn, set in line turn to opposite 
side, hello and goodbye setting, reel 3 

mailto:reel@frankreid.com
mailto:derek_chappell@aol.co.uk
mailto:peter@kafoozalum.co.uk
http://www.kafoozalum.co.uk
mailto:ibrobertson@btinternet.com
mailto:peter@kafoozalum.co.uk
http://www.rscdslondon.org.uk
mailto:bookstall@rscdslondon.org.uk
http://www.rscdslondon.org.uk/shop
mailto:reelsubscriptions@rscdslondon.org.uk
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The RSCDS Scroll of Honour by Helen Russell, Chairman of the RSCDS 2016-18 

The RSCDS recognises the 
work and commitment of 
its members in a variety 
of ways. The two main 
official ways are the 
Branch Awards, which 
celebrate the work of 

dancers, teachers and 
musicians within their 

branches and regions, and 
the RSCDS Scroll of Honour. It is wonderful 
when branches choose to acknowledge the 
work done by their members. I sometimes 
feel that the branch award system should be 
more widely used. 
I would like to see more recognition of more 
people; the people who are the bedrock of 
branches. There are members of the RSCDS 
who are not teachers, and who do not serve 
on the branch committee, but demonstrate 
their loyalty and commitment by turning up 
week after week, helping with catering, 
befriending new dancers and generally being 
good ambassadors for SCD. They also deserve 
recognition. Branches can be creative in 
deciding how they celebrate people such as 
founding or long serving members. I have 
attended parties, eaten cake, blown up 
balloons and admired some wonderfully 
customised and imaginative certificates. All 
of these are excellent ways of acknowledging 
people’s contribution to the branch. 

This year sees the thirty-fifth anniversary of 
the award of the first of the RSCDS Scrolls of 

CD review by Ian Thomson 

Miss Milligan’s Miscellany. I really like the 
tune for Duke of Roxburgh’s Reel; it is called 
Miss Milligan’s 
Favourite. The 
first London 
Branch members 
to receive a scroll 
were Howard and 
Stella Booth, a 
joint award in 
1987. My eye was 
caught by another 
London Branch 
member, 
recipient 100, Mrs Mary Stoker. I remember 
vividly being taught by her in the early 1990s. 
Some of her phrases have stuck in my mind. 
To the class during quite a prolonged and 
demanding step practice, she said, “I think 
some of you are being very easy on 
yourselves”. I heard her make another 
wonderful comment to a man in class whose 
body language was rather apologetic while 
casting round his corners, “Try not to look so 
furtive!” I remember her as an energetic 
teacher who challenged me to dance at my 
best. 

I would recommend to everyone reading this 
to go and look at the Scroll recipient list on 
the RSCDS website see www.rscds.org/
document/1729 it is a record of the people 
who have worked so hard and selflessly for 
the Society. For me it certainly brought back 
very happy memories of teachers, dancers, 
musicians, devisers and friends. Also see  
Reel 299 p3 for Helen’s profile.  

Ed. Candidates can only be nominated for a 
Scroll by a Branch or any Standing Committee 
of the Society. The nomination should not 
exceed 500 words setting out Service to the 
Society and other Achievements. It would 
need to be submitted on a form and signed by 
the Branch Chairman and Secretary.  

See 2015 link https://www.rscds.org/
document/1196 The Reel is also grateful to 
Jerry Reinstein (number 231) for making his 
certificate and lapel badge, awarded in 
November 2014, available for their inclusion.  

Honour. Since its inception in 1983, the Scroll 
of Honour has been awarded to 246 members 
of the Society. On average this is seven 
recipients per year, which testifies to the 
huge amount of work members undertake to 
promote SCD and help to further the work of 
the Society. The criteria for the award of a 
scroll are as follows. The Society's scroll is 
only awarded to a limited number of people 
and is given for outstanding services and 
loyalty to the RSCDS; maintenance of the 
aims of preserving the standards and 
traditions of Scottish Country Dancing; and 
encouragement in others of the knowledge 
and enjoyment of Scotland’s heritage of 
dance and music. The scroll is indeed the 
highest honour given by the RSCDS, awarded 
each year to people who have made an 
exceptional contribution, generally to the 
RSCDS at large, usually worldwide as well as 
locally. 

The first recipient listed in the cohort of six 
in 1983, was Mrs Florence Lesslie, from New 
Zealand and who was such an inspiration as  
a teacher. Dancers in New Zealand still 
remember her and tell stories about her, as  
I discovered when teaching there in 2013. 
Members worldwide will also know her as the 
co-deviser, with Miss Allie Anderson, of the 
reel The Duke and Duchess of Edinburgh 
1948, republished by the Society in Bk39 in 
1996. Perusing the list of recipients does give 
a flavour of the different contributions made 
by a variety of talented people. Although the 
list contains many teachers and examiners, 
there are also a few dance devisers (John 
Drewry, Derek Haynes) and musicians (Stan 
Hamilton, Bobby Crowe, and David 
Cunningham Snr). Some recipients are 
masquerading under their formal names  
Mr Robert Watson, for instance (aka Bobby 
Watson, my first highland dance teacher) 
who is number 31 on the list. Another 
Aberdonian and number 33 on the list is Mrs 
Nan Allan, also known as Nan Main, a pianist 
and composer, who played for many years at 
St Andrews Summer School and composed 
many tunes, particularly for dances in  

strathspeys, nice and fluid figures on the 
dance floor… One can feel the bind, the 
energy, the happiness. After the dances, we 
gather in a cosy bar of the Argyll Hotel where 
ideas, music and poems are shared. On 
Sunday, the ceilidh class helps us warm up in 
the late morning. We have a friendly lunch 
all together and then get some time to visit 
Kelvingrove Museum and Glasgow Botanic 
Gardens. After a well-deserved rest, it is 
already Sunday evening and the ceilidh dance 
is held at an amazing venue - Òran Mór. We 
arrive early and treat ourselves to delicious 
haggis, neeps and tatties. Once again we 
meet and dance with people from all walks 
of life, and have a fantastic time! 

I liked Scottish dancing from the beginning: 
the beauty of the dances, the live music, and 
above all the warm welcome and friendly 
people one meets. And Spring Fringe was all 
of this! We had such a great time that we 
have already booked our spring weekend 
next year in Paris! Join us at Spring Fringe 
2019! 
NB Author Catherine can be seen with Ionka 
and Nadya in photo 3 on p10. 

Niel Gow’s Fiddle 
(INVER229) - Pete 
Clark (Fiddle) and 
Muriel Johnstone 
(Piano) 

Available from 
musicinscotland.com 

Pete Clark is a 
highly respected 

fiddler, teacher and composer and is the 
founder and director of the annual Niel Gow 
Festival. He led the musicians’ workshop at 
the London Branch Day School in 2001. 

All the music on this recording dates from 
the time of Niel Gow (1727-1807) with many 
tunes composed or collected by Niel and his 
son Nathaniel (1763-1831). As well as some 
of Niel Gow’s famous and moving laments, 
several of the tunes are recommended tunes 
for dances, including the well-known Sir 
George Clerk of Pennycuik, used for Up in 
the Air (Bk 20/2) and Niel Gow’s Farewell to 
Whisky (Bk 34/4).  

Muriel Johnstone has added piano 
accompaniments to some tracks which are 
sensitive to the period and style of the tunes. 

Here the tunes are played for listening to 
and Pete’s playing brings out the nuances of 
these great tunes making this a very 
enjoyable recording. 

When we heard about 
Spring Fringe in 
Glasgow, we thought this 

was the perfect occasion! 
A festival in the birthplace 

of Scottish dancing for a group 
of friends from different parts of the world 
(Russia, Spain and France) just before one of 
us had to leave London, what more could 
one wish for? And it exceeded all our 
expectations. Let us relive this together.  

Picture our first evening: west of Glasgow, 
summer temperatures, the sun is shining on 
Kelvingrove Park… We are greeted by very 
friendly and welcoming people in bright new 
facilities of Glasgow University. Everything is 
so well organised and thought through. 
During the classes and tea breaks, we meet 
very nice people from so many different 
countries. It still startles me how 
international and sociable Scottish dancing 
is. Then, the Saturday evening dance - 
imagine oneself with around 300 people, 
from everywhere, of all ages, in beautiful 
clothes, dresses and kilts. And, not to forget, 
great music played by talented musicians. 
Fast and smooth skip changes, elegant 

Spring Fling/Fringe 2018  
Three Friends Scottish Dancing in Glasgow 

by Catherine Guezennec with help from  
Nadya Spiridonova and Ionka El Mejor 

http://www.rscds.org/document/1729
http://www.rscds.org/document/1729
http://www.rscdslondon.org.uk/reelarchives
https://www.rscds.org/document/1196
https://www.rscds.org/document/1196
http://www.musicinscotland.com
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The Reel Profile - Today’s Dance Devisers: John Brenchley in his own words 

From time to time it is the intention of The 
Reel to invite a popular dance deviser, to 
reveal a little of themselves – their 
beginnings and stimuli. The Reel is very 
grateful to former London Branch member 
John Brenchley from Perth, Australia for 
sending us his story. John in collaboration 
with Marian Anderson and her Band has 
published the Kangaroo Paw collections of 
dances with accompanying music, John has 
also had several dances published in RSCDS 
Books. 

Early Days: I was born in Bromley, UK. As  
a child I was aware that once a week, my 
mother went Scottish country dancing at  
a local authority class run by Peggy Randall 
who at that time taught both a beginners and 
general class. I did not start dancing until  
I left school and initially attended Peggy’s 
general class. When Peggy retired from 
teaching, I started dancing at the 
Orpington and District Caledonian Society 
and about this time also joined the RSCDS 
London Branch. In 1983 I decided to try  
a holiday at St Andrews and, thought that 
the preliminary teaching class might be 
interesting. With the class taught by 
Johann MacLean, I was quickly hooked on 
the idea of teaching SCD. Also, at  
St Andrews I met my future wife Christine 
from Australia, visiting relatives (her 
parents were from Glasgow), and 
travelling in Europe on a Contiki tour. 
Back in London, I started attending the 
Branch advanced class taken by Mary 
Stoker and, later by Jenny Greene and 
Rita Marlow. Mary’s teaching was 
inspirational and I am sure many dancers 
and teachers who were taught by her will 
always remember her precise directions, 
particularly as to how to dance  
an allemande. I can still sometimes hear 
myself quoting her when teaching my own 
classes. After marrying in 1985, we lived in 
Swanley but still went along to the Orpington 
club and London Branch classes and events. 
We also danced with the MacLennan Scottish 
group. In 1989 we emigrated to Perth, 
Australia and the local branch there 
encouraged me with teaching opportunities 
so that I could gain experience to take the 
final certificate which I did in 1991, going 
back to St Andrews at the time of the  
60th Summer School. My teacher for this was 
Brenda Burnell. 

When I Started Dancing, my favourite 
dances were devised by John Drewry - and  
I still like many of his creations. I also admire 
many of Roy Goldring’s dances, particularly 
the way he gets one formation to flow into 
the next. I especially like how he does this in 
many of his five-couple dances. Other 
devisers whose dances I like are Chris 
Ronald, Terry Glasspool and Duncan Brown. 
For me my inspiration for dances often 
comes about because of requests for 
birthdays or to commemorate a person or 
event. This doesn’t necessarily translate into 
inspiration and it often takes a while for an 
idea to come to mind. I am amazed at how 
prolific some devisers have been with so 
many ideas. I often struggle to come up with 
something new. 

As I am not musical and regret that I cannot 
sing in tune at all, it can be a nuisance when 
trying to ask a class musician for a particular 
tune whose name I have forgotten. Luckily,  
I can hear musical rhythm, tell reels from 
jigs and dance in time and know and visualise 
tempo so I can decide when I need  
a recording to be slowed down for class. 
When deciding on a rhythm for a dance I try 

to match these to the formations and style of 
the dance I have devised, ie if it is quite  
a flowing dance perhaps with lots of reels of 
three and four, this is usually more suited to 
a jig whereas, I will probably pick a reel if 
the dance seems to have lots of setting or 
more stop-start combinations. 

My Favourite Figures are probably 
formations that involve corners and working 
on the diagonal. It is likely that I have more 
formations that I do not like rather than 
those that I do. For example, I do not really 
like set and turn corners in quick time as  
I feel that apart from very advanced dancers, 
the turns cannot be done well with pas de 
basque steps by the average dancer, so the 
formation looks awkward and untidy. No 
doubt this view is controversial, but I am 
more in favour of the ‘Edinburgh approach’ 
of using skip change of step (not that I would 

teach it this way though – as an RSCDS 
teacher, I still ‘toe the line’). I feel that 
using pas de basque just makes the formation 
harder for no obvious gain. For a totally 
different reason I am not happy about the 
current strathspey poussette – to me, having 
to dance it on the first corner diagonal 
makes it unbalanced. Many years ago I went 
to a class taught by Bob Grant and he 
demonstrated how the formation had 
originally been danced in a pure diamond 
shape – maybe being an accountant means 
that my mathematical brain appreciates this 
symmetry. 

My First Attempt at devising a dance was for 
the 90th birthday of Frank Sheridan,  
a member of Orpington and District 
Caledonian Society. It was never formally 
published but I believe was briefly 
resurrected for his 100th birthday though by 
that time I had moved to Australia. 
Subsequently, I submitted some dances for 
the competition to find a dance to go with 
Robin Ellis' tune Orpington Caledonians when 
that club had its 50th Anniversary in 1987. 
Luckily, one of them was chosen and 
although included in a club booklet, the 
dance was not formally published but was 
danced occasionally and at the time of the 
club's 75th Anniversary was noticed by the 
RSCDS Tunbridge Wells Branch who asked if 
they could submit it to the Society for 
publication in Bk 49. 

Devising New Dances: Nowadays, I feel that 
any new dance has to be a bit different. 
There are so many dances being devised at 
the moment that are just combining a few 
formations in a different order and often 
these do not give us anything that has not 
already been danced. Having said that, I am 

not in favour of creating new formations that 
are too contrived and are awkward to dance 
just for the sake of coming up with 
something new. Often I try now to combine 
existing formations or half formations in  
a different way, eg maybe starting at second 
corner before first corner (as in  
The Kangaroo Paw) or inserting turns with 
corners in between half diagonal reels of 
three (as in Christine M Phillips). High 
Society actually has very traditional 
formations but each one is ‘tweaked’ slightly 
so that they are just a little bit different.  
I particularly like dances to flow from one 
formation to the next. I would rather avoid 
any dancer having an awkward change of 
direction though that is not always possible. 
For that reason, I am not very keen on some 
of the older RSCDS dances that get taught at 
weekend schools to advanced dancers 

presumably, as they are a challenge to do 
well – they may well be a challenge but 
they are not actually enjoyable to dance 
and what is the point of dancing 
something if no one enjoys it. I also like 
symmetry in a dance eg if a formation is 
danced with one corner, then I like it to 
be repeated with the other corner. One 
of my favourite recent dances is  
The Cocket Hat – the central part of the 
dance is perfect in its symmetry – right 
hands across at one end, half diagonal 
reel with one corner, repeated with the 
other corner then right hands across 
again at the opposite end. 

I mentioned John Drewry before and his 
dance for the London Branch, The Jubilee 
Line (See Reel 150) is another favourite 
of mine for experienced dancers, again 
because of its brilliant symmetry. 

My Inspiration: Usually the dance comes 
before the music. Living in this part of 
Australia without local live music for 

classes or social dancing, I am reliant on 
recorded music so I will try to find 
a recording that is not associated with too 
many other well-known dances and use this 
when trying out a new dance. Sometimes 
a tune used as number two or three in 
a track will appear to work well with a dance 
so I check on the online databases to see if it 
has been used as the lead tune for too many 
other dances and if not will suggest it as 
a possible tune for my dance. Although, I do 
not have a consistent starting point my 
inspiration is often a formation used in 
another dance that will inspire me – my mind 
sometimes drifts in class to thinking, “I like 
that but what would happen if I tried it this 
way”. Alternatively, I may be dancing 
something that does not seem to quite work 
so I find myself wondering how to change it. 
For example, at a recent class the dance had 
first couple advancing towards each other 
with pas de basque and then turning all the 
way round with both hands in two bars  
(pas de basque again) to end both facing 
down nearer hand joined. Now the extra 
requirement to face down makes it rather 
hard for first man who has a polite turn to 
include within those two bars so I started 
thinking what could I do with the movement 
to make it easier. One option would be if 
first man was to finish facing up – maybe 
facing on first corner diagonal to flow into a 
half diagonal reel – watch this space, maybe 
a new dance is on the way! 

See The Dance Corner on p14 for a new 
dance from John – The Brig Amity. Also to 
visit all of John’s published dances visit this 
link my.strathspey.org/dd/person/884 

John and Christine Brenchley at 2013 Australian 
Winter School in Albany, Western Australia. 

https://my.strathspey.org/dd/person/884/
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The Dancing World… 

3. London Branch Beginners class members Ionka El Mejor,  
Nadya Spiridonova and Catherine Guezennec with Muriel Bone, Chairman 
RSCDS Glasgow Branch at the Spring Fringe event, (20-22 April 2018).  
See article p8. 

1. Diana and Dennis Tucker (centre) and the RSCDS Oxfordshire demonstration 
team with Judith and Ian Muir who came to play for Dennis’ 90th birthday dance, 
(31 May 2018). 

6. RSCDS London Branch Summer Wednesday Dance (also photo above). Past and present members of the 
London Branch Beginners’ Class, including Willie and Joanne Lawrence (2nd and 4th from left 
with teacher Jane Rose after her presentation from the London Branch on her retirement from teaching the 
class, (30 May 2018). 

7. From left, new club member Min (Maggie) 
Ju originally from Beijing joins London 
Branch Committee member and  
vice-chairman of Chiswick SCD Club,  
Jerry Reinstein, who welcomes visitor 
Brazilian, Tereza Cabral now from Vancouver 
Branch to the Chiswick Club Night Dance, 
(20 May 2018).  

4. Versatile Lichfield musician family: Nick on drums 
include guitar and flugelhorn, Chris and Julie Dewhurst accordions, aka 3D, play 
for Ian and Val McFarlane’s final annual (after 15 years) Scottish/English Sunday 
Dance held in Beaconsfield. Val is seen MCing, (1 

5.  

2. Woolmer Green Village Hall played host to special birthday couple; here Douglas 
Hedley and Ruth Carter dance up the middle in the last dance of the 
evening – The Devil’s Dream to the lively music of four-piece band, 
Cloud Burst, (12 May 2018).  
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...in Pictures 

11. The MacLennan Scottish Group during their trip to 
the 23rd Miedzynarodowe Spotkania Folklorystyczne 
festival in Goleniow, Poland, (28 June - 2 July 2018). 

6. RSCDS London Branch Summer Wednesday Dance (also photo above). Past and present members of the 
Class, including Willie and Joanne Lawrence (2nd and 4th from left - see article p2), 

Rose after her presentation from the London Branch on her retirement from teaching the 

9. RSCDS BHS Border Branch Summer Dance and 
Strawberry Tea Party Committee member 
Shirley Ferguson justifiably sampling the 
delicious fare at the interval, (1 July 2018).  

4. Versatile Lichfield musician family: Nick on drums - other instruments 
include guitar and flugelhorn, Chris and Julie Dewhurst accordions, aka 3D, play 

s final annual (after 15 years) Scottish/English Sunday 
Dance held in Beaconsfield. Val is seen MCing, (1 July 2018). 

10. Branch Treasurer, Simon Wales demonstrates step 3 
of The Jacobite Sword Dance on The MacLennan 
Scottish Group’s trip to Poland, (see photo 11). 

8. Musicians, Ian Robertson and Bobby Reid’s, view of guests 
dancing the last dance on the afternoon programme at Judy 
Snook’s big birthday party – Mairi’s Wedding, (3 June 2018).  

12. Dancers patiently wait while MC Andrew Brown, at the BSRC Felden 
garden dance calls the dance Blenheim Gardens devised by Andrew 
Patterson for Ken and Jan Halse. Andrew, over on holiday with his wife 
Jeanette from New Zealand, is dancing with Jan. Berkhamsted,  
(7 July 2018).  
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“In My Opinion” 
by Bill Zobel 

From Kent, Bill started dancing in 
the 1950s and remembers 
Jessie’s Hornpipe as his first 
dance and early bands he 
enjoyed as being Tim Wright, 
Jimmy Shand and Ian Powrie. 

Attending Newcastle University 
he joined Newcastle Branch in 

1962, with fabulous teacher – Irene 
Fidler. He started teaching in 1963 taking his 
teaching certificates in the 1970s. Bill has been on 
the Summer School teaching staff since 1988 and has 
taught SCD and highland dancing at workshops and 
schools, in most areas of the world. He recalls with 
fun his dancing a Sailor’s Hornpipe, being terrified 
MCing his first Summer School ceilidh and pride at 
MCing at Blair Castle and performing before Prince 
Philip. With the conviction that Dancing is Music 
made Visible, he gains enjoyment from elegant 
dancing to strathspeys, those magic moments we all 
experience (and seeing others also realise them) and 
introducing newer dancers to the joy of SCD. 

Oh Wad Some Power the Giftie Gie Us 

I still remember the great feeling of putting on a kilt 
for the first time (aged 14). It still gives me great 
pleasure and pride (an Englishman to boot!) to wear 
it anywhere but most especially on the dance floor. 
We all take pride and pleasure in getting ready for an 
evening of dancing and looking our best on arrival at 
the hall, so it has long puzzled and somewhat 
dismayed me to see how little some of us care what 
we do and what we look like when we are moving 
around the floor to those fabulous reels, jigs and 
strathspeys. 

Definitions of Dance: 
Verb: to move rhythmically to music, typically 
following a set sequence of steps. 
Noun: a series of steps and movements that match 
the speed and rhythm of a piece of music. 

There must be a message here; surely the essence of 
dance is to match the movements to the music and 
adjusting the length of our travelling steps so that we 
use the full musical phrase. 

In my opinion this is by far the most important part 
of the dance. Of course remembering the dance is 
important too and adds much to the enjoyment of 
the evening but currently too much emphasis is 
placed on remembering the figures whereas, surely it 
is incumbent on us all to move in time with the music 
and look our best by dancing as elegantly as we can. 
We indeed owe it to our musicians to pay heed to 
what is being played. They, after all, spend a great 
deal of time selecting and practising tunes to give us 
the impetus to dance. 

On a crowded ballroom floor standing couples often 
seem to lack an awareness of the space around them 
and stand like stookies. Giving them space is part of 
ballroom etiquette and also part of the technique of 
dancing. Having read many articles and had many 
discussions all around the globe, it is regrettable to 
see that those who promote the technique of dancing 
are sometimes referred to as the ‘pointy foot 
brigade’ when technique embraces everything we do 
on the dance floor from executing the steps, 

connecting with our partner and others in the 
set, our poise, good courteous handing and 
exhibiting joy in the dance. To have neat feet 
is the last tiny bit of the icing on the cake. 
Imagine how wondrous it is to look out at the 
dance floor and see a whole room of dancers 
moving to and phrasing with the music. This 
does not mean that everyone has to be a fine 
dancer or a dancer who never makes mistakes, 
for this is a social activity; but the essence of 
dancing lies in blending the movements to the 
music - part of the technique of being a dancer.  

And lastly, let us not forget the smile, after all 
facial expression is usually the main indicator 
of pleasure and enjoyment!  

Flight to Bremen by Iris Roynane 

Scottish country dancing 
in Germany is great fun. 
The April 2018 weekend 
school for 120 advanced 
and intermediate 
dancers, with a 
children’s class and 

musicians’ workshop 
organised by Potters Pairs 

Oldenburg, was held in Hof 
Oberlethe. Bremen is the nearest airport in 
north Germany to Oldenburg. The venue has 
a modern dance hall which is bright with a wooden sprung floor and on-site 
accommodation at this Bio - Thai meditation inspired health farm. Buffet style 
organic meals are delicious and cooked on site. The venue is fabulously suited to an 
international SCD weekend. 

Janet Johnston taught 19 keen and attentive 
dancers highland dancing on Friday afternoon 
teaching them The Highland Fling and also Ron 
Wallace’s Leaving Port Askaig and then 70 dancers 
at advanced level on Saturday and Sunday teaching 
them amongst others Ann Dix’s jig The Muirs of 
Greywell, Bill Forbes’ reel The Reids O’ Monymusk 
and the more recent 40 bar jig from 2013, 
Bannockburn 700 by Norma Macleod. Ramona Zohm 
took the intermediate class for 24 and Paula 
Rodenacker-Sellke worked with 14 young dancers 
between the age of five and twelve. Friday night 
dinner buzzed with many welcoming hugs, meeting 
of friends and familiar dancers and teachers from 
the whole of Germany and beyond. It was my third 
time and I hope many more will follow. The 

dancing was energetic, fun, and of a high standard and appealing to an overall 
younger generation and also very able 
dancers. We were treated to a ten-
piece band for the welcome dance on 
Friday night and the ball on Saturday. 
Live music is fabulous at any time and 
this was very special with Silke 
Grosholz, Adam Brady, Thomas Naefe, 
plus the six course musicians including 
Matthias Rank. A couple of recorders 
playing along with the two fiddles gave 
a lovely brightness to the tune and a 
contrabass supported the beat instead 
of the usual drums.  

The programme of dances was well 
chosen with straightforward dances for the Friday Night Welcome Dance and more 
challenging ones for the Saturday Evening Ball. All dances were walked through and 
some repeats were granted after overwhelming applause. The most interesting 
element was the grand promenade beginning the ball and starting from the outside 
courtyard, gathering all dancers, into the ballroom with a piper leading the way. 
There were over a hundred smiling faces at the beginning (and end) of the evening 
and with everyone in their fine gowns and kilts; this was just glorious! The fun 
finished long after midnight and friendly groups gathered in the communal seating 
areas, where we sat and chatted drinking whisky or gin and eating snacks till two in 
the morning; amazing! The weekend felt like our cups had been filled and were 
overflowing. Do come yourself for a long weekend in Oberlethe and experience this 
too, next April with amongst others Dave Hall and Keith Smith - see 
www.potterspairs.net/events And for further information about SCD in Germany 
contact Martin McWilliam, chairman RSCDS Central Germany Branch at 
scottdance@ewe.net 

1. Janet Johnston teaching a step from The Highland Fling with Adam Brady on 
accordion. 

2. Ramona Zohm teaching the strathspey travelling step with Adam Brady again on 
accordion. 

3. All dancers and musicians came together for the final Sunday morning dance,  
Miss Fidler’s Reel by Peter Cass. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

http://www.potterspairs.net/events
mailto:scottdance@ewe.net
http://www.bobbymunrodanceshoes.com/
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Our Man in Exeter - SCD in the Southwest! by David Goddard 

Of Socks and Dancing in Marostica, Italy by Jim Cook 

occasion, in the beautiful setting of this 
charming venue. The Cateaters Pipe Band’s 
introduction, the Oro di Scozia whisky tasting 
and Debbie Verscheuren’s highland dancing 
demonstration emphasised the Scottish 
atmosphere. While people from Scotland, 
England, Ireland, Germany, Austria, France, 
Russia, Switzerland, Belgium and many parts 
of Italy whirled on the same floor, we could 
feel the joy spreading through the hall which 
was the greatest reward after the very hard 
work arranging everything to the best of our 
ability. On Sunday morning one could sense 
positive energy even among the most 
exhausted dancers but everyone was ready to 
keep dancing, enjoying every step. That is 
the magic of SCD and what we aimed to 
achieve in organising our workshop.” 

Olga Ivanova now told me about her dancing 
background and her contribution to the 
weekend, “It is always a fantastic experience 
for me to participate in a workshop outside 
my home town or even country. I started 
dancing when I was living in Moscow and, at 
that time, attending workshops was a good 
reason to travel to other cities I would never 
have visited otherwise. The same can now be 
said about visiting places in other European 
countries. I love to see the reaction of 
people who say “Oh, have you really 
travelled all the way from Russia to come to 
our remote little town just for the SCD 
workshop?” Yes, of course! SCD is just an 
excuse for the chance to meet new friends 
who share the love and passion for the same 
hobby, to visit new places, to try new food 
and even sleep in various places and learn 
new dances! The dances, which are 
favourites in one branch, are perhaps not 
even heard of by another. Now I live and 
teach in Zurich and I catch myself asking our 
guests the same question. For example, I 
could not believe someone would fly all the 
way from the USA to attend a workshop in 
Switzerland. It is just amazing! 

A Challenge: The February workshop in 
Marostica was the result of the very good 
combination of a great team of organisers, 
the very nice location and the weather (yes! 
weather is important). We had dancers 
ranging from beginners to the super 
advanced and this made Antoine’s and my 
work a bit harder and more challenging. 
Apart from the different levels of dancing, 
there was also the language barrier. 
Teaching in English is usually relatively easy 

as all the terminology comes in English. But 
if you have new beginners, who do not speak 
English and do not know the SCD terms for 
the formations that adds to the challenge. 
Indeed, after the first two classes of the 
workshop, one of the organisers told me that 
dancers in my classes did not really 
understand all that I was saying and had 
hesitated to confess this. There were 
Germans and Italians who only spoke their 
own languages. So at the next class I found 
myself counting and coaching in Italian and 
German in addition to English!” 

Jim continues: And of course coaching in 
Russian was also available if needed. I would 
be seeing Olga again the following week 
when I was guest teacher for the weekly 
class in Zurich. But Valeria now has the last 
word: “The joy we saw in everyone’s eyes 
before leaving, gave us even more energy 
and enthusiasm to organise our next event 
again, in four year’s time. That will be a very 
special year for ‘Scotia Shores’ as we shall 
celebrate our 20th Jubilee, an occasion we 
hope to share with many friends... on the 
dance floor of course!” So put 2020 in your 
diaries! 
To find out more of SCD in Northern Italy 
visit rscds.it and www.scotiashores.com 

My weekend begins: 
After taking the weekly 
dance evening in 
Geneva the night 
before, Friday  
9 February found me 
travelling by the daily 

train from Switzerland to 
Vicenza, en route to 

nearby Marostica for the 
‘Scotia Shores’ Dance Weekend. With both 
Antoine Rousseau (from Paris) and Olga 
Ivanova (from Moscow and Zurich) teaching 
and with James Gray flying in from Oslo to 
play for us, let alone participants from many 
countries, this event truly exemplified the 
international nature of Scottish country 
dancing. But, firstly, Friday afternoon  
I visited the historic, walled town, with its 
upper and lower castles. Yes, I was wearing 
my kilt when a lady spied me and beckoned 
me into her clothes shop as she intimated 
that she wanted to take a photo of me. This 
done, she then presented me with a pair of 
socks. My weekend had begun! 

Organiser, Valeria Corradin then told me 
about her dance group ‘Scotia Shores’: “This 
was born in 2000 to promote SCD and Irish 
dancing in Vicenza and in the Veneto region. 
Together with ‘8Cento’, a historical and 
Scottish dancing association based in Bologna 
- the RSCDS Northern Italy Branch and 
founded in 2011. We organise regular classes 
in Vicenza and our demonstration team 
dances at festivals and private events like 
Burns’ nights all over Northern Italy. We 
promote SCD by organising open classes, 
workshops and ceilidh nights, and also by 
teaching in schools to involve young people. 
We do the same for Irish dancing by holding 
classes, workshops and demonstrations of 
step dance.” 

Turning to the Weekend she said, “There 
was great satisfaction that so many friends 
from all over Europe could join us. Our 
biggest success was to see everyone enjoying 
the moment together. The classes with two 
wonderful teachers, Antoine and Olga 
conveyed all their passion to the dancers. 
This was accompanied by James’ amazing 
music. We all had so much fun at the Friday 
Welcome Dance and especially at the 
Saturday Grand Ball both held in the 
Chiesetta San Marco, a 15th century 
deconsecrated church in the medieval centre 
of Marostica. The ball was a really unique 

recorded music and a bring-and-share supper 
with a May dance usually with live music 
from George Meikle - a popular choice for the 
last couple of years. An afternoon Tea Dance 
in June is also run and this provides a good 
way of introducing beginners to sociability 
through a fun dance. All the dances are well 
supported by branch members and other 
dancers from across Devon, Dorset, Somerset 
and Cornwall. 

Alternate years, the Branch runs a popular 
half-day school, attracting dancers from 
across the southwest. In 2016, Alasdair Brown 
taught to the music of Ken Martlew; whilst 
Alice Stainer is booked to teach in October 
this year. The Branch has run two successful 
DAA courses at intermediate level (open to 
all neighbouring dancers); this year it is 
running the Basic Teaching Skills Course and 
also the DAA at advanced level. Next year, 
Exeter will be celebrating their Golden 
Jubilee with a dance at the University of 
Exeter; Sandy Nixon and his Band will be 

playing, and there will be a sit-down dinner 
and appropriate fizz and cake. 

From this you will have gathered that there 
are plenty of other groups and clubs running 
classes across the southwest, and there are 
dances most Saturdays if one is prepared to 
travel. Notable in the Exeter area, are the 
classes run by Sue and Vic Tyler, who 
formerly ran ISCA Dancers demonstration 
team; they hold a beginners/general 
Wednesday morning class in Budleigh 
Salterton (very popular with the active 
retired, and those who find the Branch class 
a little too energetic) and a more advanced 
class still thrives on Tuesday evenings in East 
Budleigh, despite the demonstration team no 
longer performing as such. They hold one of 
my favourite events at New Year in the 
popular but elegant Sidholme Music Room in 
Sidmouth. Details can be found in  
The Carswellian magazine at  
http://carswellian.net/ 

Key people, from left: musician James 
Gray, organiser Valeria Corradin with 
teachers Olga Ivanova and Antoine 
Rousseau, (10 February 2018). 

After learning to dance at 
the University of 
Edinburgh I started 
dancing in London in 
1987. My work then 
took me in 2003 to 
Exeter in Devon. Visiting 

family I combine this 
with, on occasions, still 

dancing in London.  

The largest SCD group in Devon is RSCDS 
Exeter Branch www.rscdsexeter.org.uk/index 
It has about 50 members and runs two classes 
in the city centre. There is the ‘more 
experienced’ class, which is taught by 
Duncan Brown, in his own inimitable style.  
It is very enjoyable and there is a lot of 
laughter as we attempt challenging dances 
and a second class aimed at beginners and 
improvers and taken by his wife, Laura. 
There are usually between two or three sets 
in each class. There are four Saturday 
evening dances a year, normally with 

http://rscds.it/
http://www.scotiashores.com/
http://carswellian.net/
http://www.rscdsexeter.org.uk/index
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Letters to The Reel 

 

CAN YOU HELP? Update 

In Reel 304 p14 we collected together the names of some dance descriptions for information being sought. The Reel is 
grateful to Anne Dawson who wrote in with an interesting reply (see Letters below), together with a photocopy of the 
medley MacLeod of Lewis collected by Mary MacNab from J Askell of Stornaway said to date back to 1649 and 
published in 1994 in the book entitled If the Ghillie Fits... by Ann Skipper and Neil Stewart McLeod. Dancers tend to 
think of the MacNab country, set and special dances as only the 29 described in the nine sets published from 1948 to 
1966 by RSCDS (later eventually brought together by RSCDS in 1987, 2007 and 2014). However, there are many other 
MacNab collected dances out there somewhere as confirmed by an assembled list published in The Thistle No.33 
dated October 1967 and edited by Norman MacKenzie of Vancouver together with others since discovered, which gives 
a further 17. In this regard can readers confirm whether the reel The Eight Men of Moidart described in RSCDS Bk3/10 
and The Waltz Cottillion described by John Mitchell in Reel 258 are the same dances as collected by Mary MacNab? In 
addition to the 46 dances referred to above it is said that there are a further 32 MacNab collected dances for men and 
ladies’ solo, duet and trios together with sword, miming and men’s set dances. News on what has been located and 
the complete updated list sought will be published in Reel 306.  

Also in connection with the St Andrews Summer School photo from 1973 on Reel 304 p5 three ladies were not 
identified. Bill Little from Castle Douglas confirms that 3? is Margaret (Peg) Rae. It has also been suggested that 2? is 
pianist Nancy Dickson but this needs confirming – readers can judge for themselves see this 1978 photo of Nancy 
taken from the sleeve of her LP – Looking for a Partner. 1? remains a mystery unless you know otherwise? 

The Missing MacNabberies 

Hello Editorial Team, 

Following Can you help? in Reel 304 I have 
found information regarding three of the 
dances:- 

MacLeod of Lewis - (see The Dance Corner 
above for details of this). 
Dunvegan Castle - There are no 
instructions for this but mention is made in 
If The Ghillie Fits... It says the dance was 
dedicated to Dame Flora MacLeod of 
MacLeod by Mrs MacNab who collected it 
from Allan McDonald of Truro, Nova Scotia. 
Glengarry Waltz - Hugh Thurston mentions 
this in his book Scotland’s Dances, he says 
it is a square dance for four couples,  
a comparatively modern dance originating 
in Norway at the time of WW1. Again no 
instructions. 

Hope this is of some help. 

Anne added. I prefer the present layout of 
The Reel. The article headings and all 
photos in colour make it a delight to read. 

Anne Dawson, Scarborough 
 

The John Drewry Dance 
Collection 

This year Teachers’ Association (Canada) is 
turning 60. TAC was formed in 1958 by 
teachers in Ontario, Canada with the aim of 
excellence in teaching SCD. Visit our 
website at www.tac-rscds.org  

Along with the annual Teachers’ Conference 
Weekend, this summer in Minneapolis, USA 
with its 60th Anniversary Banquet and Ball 
TAC has prepared an index of the complete 
John Drewry Dance Collection. John, who 
passed away in June 2014 (see Reel 289 p13) 
bequeathed the copyright of all his 800+ 

dances to TAC. Our project was firstly to 
publish an index and this was done earlier 
this year see https://tac-rscds.org/
index.php/help/index-of-john-drewry-s-
dances  
In the longer term TAC will digitize all of 
the dances so that they can be released, 
for sale, either individually or as 
collections. Our thanks go to Stephen Webb 
and the members of the London Branch 
Reel editorial committee for their support, 
input and contributions to this project. 
Also, TAC plans to make available the late 
Ken Nattress Memorial Music Index. These 
are sets of tunes which would be of use to 
other musicians, especially those new to 
playing for SCD.  

Respectfully yours, 

Sharon Barker (past chair), Alberta, 
Canada 

The Dance Corner 
The Brig Amity 

In 1826, the brig Amity sailed from Sydney under the command of Major Edmund 
Lockyer, who had orders to form a settlement at King George Sound, later  
named Albany, in Western Australia. 

Amity House, Albany Residential College was the venue for the 38th Australian 
Winter School in 2013. 

Suggested tune: Walking on the Moon, composed by Addie Harper. 

Suggested recorded music: David Russell Hall, RSCDS Bk 42, played by  
Marian Anderson and her Band.  

Devised by John Brenchley, November 2016.  

See John’s profile on p9. 

40 bar reel for three couples in a four-couple longwise set  

Next Dance Corner (Reel 306) will feature Katrina’s Kapers by Andrew Osborne with a new tune from Frank Reid 

Bars Description 

 1 - 8 
 

 9 – 12 
 

13 - 16 
 
 

17 - 20 

21 - 24 

25 - 28 
 

29 - 32 
 

33 - 36 
 

37 - 40 

 

1st couple set and, giving right hands, cross over, cast off to second place on opposite sides and giving right hands, turn to finish 
side by side in the centre with right hand joined, facing first corners. 2nd couple step up on bars 5 and 6. 

1st couple set to first corners and, passing them by the right shoulder, change places. 2nd man and 3rd woman give right hands on 
meeting, turn a quarter to finish side by side in the centre with right hands joined facing 3rd man and 2nd woman respectively. 

2nd and 3rd women and, at the same time, 2nd and 3rd men set to each other and, passing right shoulder, change places. 
2nd woman and 3rd man give right hands on meeting, turn a quarter to finish side by side in the centre with right hands joined 
facing 1st woman and 1st man respectively. 

1st and 2nd women and, at the same time, 1st and 3rd men set to each other and, passing right shoulder, change places. 

1st couple, giving right hands, turn once and a half to face first corner positions. 

1st couple, 2nd woman and 3rd man dance a half diagonal reel of four, passing by the right to begin. On bar 28, 1st couple pass by 
the right to face second corner positions. 

1st couple, 3rd woman and 2nd man dance a half diagonal reel of four, passing by the right to begin. On bar 32, 1st couple pass by 
the right to face partner’s first corner positions. 

1st couple, 2nd woman and 3rd man dance a half diagonal reel of four, passing by the right to begin. On bar 36, 1st couple give 
right hands on meeting. 

1st couple, giving right hand, turn once and a half finishing in second place on own sides. 

2nd and 3rd couples set, and giving right hands, cross to own sides. 

Repeat, having passed a couple. 

Dance diagram courtesy of Keith Rose 

Nancy Dickson at  
12 Coates Crescent in 1978 

Readers are invited to try this new dance and write in to 
The Reel Editorial Team with their comments. 

http://www.rscdslondon.org.uk/reelarchives
http://www.tac-rscds.org
http://www.rscdslondon.org.uk/reelarchives
https://tac-rscds.org/index.php/help/index-of-john-drewry-s-dances
https://tac-rscds.org/index.php/help/index-of-john-drewry-s-dances
https://tac-rscds.org/index.php/help/index-of-john-drewry-s-dances
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23 R Clatteringshaws CA071965 

28  R Cutty Sark RC111978 

70 S The Laird o' Thrums GS481970 

71 R The Lily of the Vale RC011978 

72 S Loch Doon Castle GS01b1966 

73 S Lochskerrow GS02b1966 

74 R London Reel GS23 (Reel 100)1967 

75 R The Lovat Scouts GS431970 
76 S Lucy of Lammermoor WF081963 

77 R MacLauchlane RC141978 
78 R Magdalen Murdockson WF071963 
79 R Malcolm Misticot WF031963 
80 R Mantua-Makers MMS011968  
81 S The Marquis of Huntly's Farewell 
  GS401969 
82 S Millquarter GS371969 
83 S Miss Betsy Robertson RC021978 
84 J Miss Catherine Stewart RC071978 
85 J Miss Edwina Angus CA061965 
86 J Miss Fleming's Jig GS361969 

87 S Miss Grant of Elchies RC031978 

88 S Miss Jean Raeburn MJR011968  
89 J Miss McPherson Grant's Jig  
  WS031969 
90 J Miss Stewart's Jig GS06a1966  
91 R Miss Taylor's Reel GS391969 
92 J Miss Watt's Jig RC081978 
93 M The Moon Dance RC161978 
94 R Mr Alexander Laing RC101978  
95 R Mr Edward Wagstaff's Fancy  
  WS011969 
96 S Mr George A Young MMS021968 
97 R Mr Michie AF081954 
98 J Mr Morison MMS031968  
99 R Mrs Fanny Kyd CA011965 
100 S Mrs Fitchet AF031954 
101 R Mr William Brown's Reel GA151964  
102 S Mucklestane Moor WF041963 
103 J My Ain Hoose GS05a1966 
104  J My Mither's aye Glowrin' owre me 

  DST111966 

105 J My Tocher's the Jewel DST121966 
106 J Nancy Dawson GS03b1966 
107 R Newcastle RC151971 & 1978 
108 R The New Howford Brig GA081964 
109 R Norman Whitelaw AF021954 
110 R Polharrow Burn GS18a1967 
111 J Princess Margaret's Jig AF041954 
112 R The Rhinns of Kells GA061964 
113 S The River City Strathspey  
  GA091964 

114 J Roaring Jelly GS06b1966 
115 R Robert Fitchet AF141954 
116 R Rob Roy WF061963 
117 R The Rose Tree GS05b1966 
118 S Rowena and Rebecca WF101963 

119 J Sarah Anne Cheyne CA091965  
120 J Shake Yourself GS04a1966 
121 J She's Fair and Fause RC061978 
122 S Somebody DST131966 
123 R Star Petronella NE 
124 J Stobhall RC131978 
125 R Stroangassel GS381969 
126 R The Tartan RC091978 
127  S The Thorngrove Anniversary  

  Strathspey CA081965 
128 R The Thrums Cairn GS451970 

129 J Tillietudlem WF051963 
130  S Val's Fancy CA051965 
131 J The Waterfall GS211967 
132 J The Wee Cooper o' Fife DST151966 

133 J Wha'll be King but Charlie?  
  DST141966 
134 R Wheatly Hills MJR021968 
135 S The Wife She brewed it FD 
136 S William McDonald Black AF061954 
137 R Wing-the-Wind WF121963 
138 S Young Sandy Tulloch RC121978 
 

Dances 1-69 were be listed in Reel 304. 
Dances shown pre No.70 are recent 
additions since Reel 304. 

Key to abbreviations 

AF Angus Fitchet Scottish Dance Album 
B Belhaven 

CA The Castledeen Album 
CB The Celtic Brooch 
DST Dances to Song Tunes 
FD Four Dances – Sara L Gordon 

GA The Galloway Album 
GS Glendarroch Sheet 
KS The Kendoon Set of Dances 

L Leaflet 

MMS The Mantua-Makers Set (leaflet) 

MJR Miss Jean Raeburn (leaflet) 
NE Notes on Evolution in SCD 

RC The Rose Collection (ed. Robert Donald)
 Posthumous Publication 

SU Source unknown 

WF The Waverley Fugues 

WS The Wagstaff Set (leaflet) 
 

Any colour Bold: Dance description and/or 
diagram in SCDDB on Strathspey Server 
Blue Bold visit SDA: 
www.dancearchives.co.uk/instructions.htm 
Red dances referred to in The Reel Issue 302. 
Green dances referred to in The Reel Issue 
303. 

Appendix to Parts 1 and 2 of Adrian Conrad’s The Scottish Dancing Legacy of Hugh Foss  

The Definitive List of Hugh Foss Dances 70-138 (Given as an encouragement to dancing more Hugh Foss Dances) 

A Brace of Directors - Depute and 
Schools’ Directors; Rachel 
Shankland from Edinburgh, 
formerly Dumfries, with Jim Stott 
from Ellon, Aberdeenshire 
respectively seen here resting 
briefly from proceedings at the 
‘Welcome Reception’ (5 August 
2018) for Week 4 of RSCDS  
St Andrews Summer School 2018 
held in the Common Room of Old Wing. Over 250 dancers attended Week 4.  
NB the Schools’ Director up to this year has been a post for the full four weeks 
with two Deputes looking after two weeks each. A change in this current 
arrangement of Schools’ Directors is proposed in 2019. 

Two of a Kind 

Hugh Foss Thinks the Unthinkable by Wilson Nicol 

Adrian’s recent articles certainly showed the breadth of 
thought that Hugh Foss had in choreography with figures and 
set size. But being a musician he also considered a 
different phrase length. We are so accustomed to dancing 
in phrases of eight bars of music that we think little about 
it. Hugh thought the unthinkable and tried dances with 
both six and 10 bar phrases. In the more popular 10 bar 
phrase dance, The Wee Cooper o’ Fife, many find it hard 

to cope with the extra two bars in each phrase. However, 
in 1964 he also produced a six bar phrase dance, Cairn 

Edward, which at the time caused even more problems for the 
dancers. I have no recollection of the dance ever being included in 
programmes but going back to the early sixties it was used effectively in the 
demonstration class auditions to weed out the natural dancers from the others. 
In those days there was intense competition to be chosen for the 
Demonstration class – now the class in that original form does not even exist! 
Whereas, there was already a song tune for The Wee Cooper o’ Fife, there was 
no existing music for Cairn Edward, and four tunes were specially composed by 
Peter White for the dance. These tunes appeared in the Galloway Album along with the dance instructions. Music for dancing in the western 
world seems to be written mainly in eight bar phrases – I wonder why? 

Hugh Foss at 
the age of 
around 30 

http://www.dancearchives.co.uk/instructions.htm
http://www.scottishdanceshoe.co.uk/


Page 16  The Reel Issue 305 

Lives Remembered 

Remembering Mike 
from Anita Davis 

Michael John Davis 
30 May 1947 – 29 November 2017 

Mike’s love of Scottish 
country dancing started 

through Holiday 
Fellowship holidays in 
the Lake District in 
the late 1970s. He 
had gone to the Lake 
District to walk the 
fells and lakes with 
his camera swinging 

round his neck. One 
particularly wet 
afternoon though he 
joined the SCD 

workshop and loved it! This was to be the 
beginning of his keen interest in SCD. Over 
the years Mike attended many RSCDS  
St Andrews Summer Schools. 

Mike danced in London at RSCDS functions 
and was a member of the London Highland 
Club. He enjoyed Monday evenings and 
Summer Tuesdays at Pont Street, dancing in 
Paternoster Square and at Polesden Lacey. 
My goodness he could birl! Locally, he 
danced at Lucy Clark in Amersham, with 
Maidenhead Scottish Dancing Club and 
highland dancing with Mike Begley in Marlow. 
In 1983 he was delighted to be asked to be 
part of the Royal Pageant on the old 
Wembley football pitch. I met Mike at Pont 
Street in March 1983 and we married later 
that year celebrating with a wonderful dance 
attended by our many dancing friends from 
London and the surrounding area. Mike 
danced well into the 1990s but busy family 
life and his other passion for walking and 
photography took over his spare time. 

Mike slipped into retirement very easily and 
spent many happy hours walking his beloved 
Thames path with camera in hand. Diagnosed 
with cancer in mid-2016 he continued to 
enjoy the countryside despite surgery and 
treatment. Scottish dancing music was on his 
playlist and it always made him smile. He is 
greatly missed by me and our sons, Sam and 
Liam and our daughter-in-law Nishita. 

Ed. Mike and Anita were London Branch 
members in the 1980s. 

 

 

 

 

 Taken from Alistair Baxter’s Tribute 
Jean Elisabeth (née Bull) Gale 

19 May 1934 – 5 June 2018 
Jean was born in 

Cheshunt and lived on a 
farm with relatives in 
Ware for the war 
years. On leaving 
grammar school she 
worked at Liberty 
London where she 
met and married her 

first husband Derek 
and had twins Alistair 
and Neil then lived in 
Colindale and 

Edgware. Jean brought up the twins alone 
after the divorce and then Jean later met 
Raymond with whom she stayed happily 
married until his passing in 2008. Jean and 
Ray lived in Berkhamsted. Jean took on a 
caring role for her mother for eight years; 
she supported the work of Oxfam for seven 
years, then the Red Cross and then a local 
hospice and had many interests in her life 
including homeopathy, gardening, the WI, 
flower arranging and SCD. In 2005 Jean 
started dancing at Watford & WHSS and then 

Caring to the End 
from Stephen Webb 

A Remarkable Man 
from Duncan Wallace & Fiona Tyson 

The Revd Gp Capt Donald Stewart Wallace QHC 
5 September 1925 – 9 May 2018 

Donald, a remarkable man, 
touched the hearts of 

many during his long, 
full life. Born in 
Edinburgh Donald was 
the eldest of three 
sons. At 17 he joined 
the Royal Navy; he 
became an ASDIC 
operator, listening 

for U-boats during the 
Battle of the Atlantic 
while serving on 
various ships including 

the destroyer, HMS Hotspur. He was awarded 
the Arctic Star for his service in the Arctic 
convoys and, later in 2016, also awarded by 
Russia an Ushakov Medal. Then, in 2017, as a 
survivor of the D-Day campaign he received 
the Légion d’honneur from France. 
Afterwards he studied theology at the 
University of St Andrews and was ordained, 
becoming a RAF chaplain. 

An early posting took him to Kenya including 
Uganda and Tanganyika. During this time he 
was a member of the host retinue for the 
then Princess Elizabeth’s visit to Kenya 
during which time she received news of her 
father’s passing and her ascension to the 
throne. In the late 1950s Donald first met his 
wife to be, Betty, in Aden and by 
coincidence they later met again in Spain 
where he proposed, leading to a happy, life-
long marriage. It was on a four year tour 
from 1960 at RAF Akrotiri that Donald 
acquired the epithet of ‘The Padre’ which 
then stayed with him. Whilst in Cyprus he 
used his diving skills to work with the Natural 
History Museum to find a rare seal. In about 
1968 Donald was promoted, to the rank of 
Group Captain as a Command Chaplain, 
based initially at Northwood then RAF 
Rheindahlen in Germany and finally RAF 
Brampton. Later his role overseeing the 
chaplaincy took him to Hong Kong and 
Madagascar and to stations above the Arctic 
Circle. In 1977 Donald was appointed 
Honorary Chaplain to the Queen and 
subsequently wore the associated red 
cassock when preaching or on official duty. 

On retiring from the RAF in 1980, he became 
a Director and Chaplain of the Royal 
Caledonian School in Watford and Life 

Managing Governor of the Royal Scottish 
Corporation. In 2004 after his long 
association with Parmiter’s School he was 
honoured to have the school’s new cricket 
pavilion named after him. Donald was also 
appointed a Freeman of the City of London 
and an Honorary Fellow of the Institute of 
Bankers of Scotland for whom he would often 
address a Haggis on Burns’ Night, substituting 
candles in a strategically placed candelabra 
for decapitation like ‘taps o’ thrissle’. He 
also much enjoyed being Chaplain to British 
Caledonian Airways and blessing new 
aircraft. Being Chaplain to White Horse 
Whisky led to pleasures of a different kind! 
Locally, he was a well known figure giving 
time to St Andrew’s Church, the Watford 
Conservatives, Watford and West Herts 
Scottish Society which he joined in 1979 and 
was president of from 1981-82. Donald was 
Honorary Chaplain and he and his wife were 
made Honorary Life Members of W&WHSS in 
1999 and attended regularly often officiating 
at Burns’ Nights - see www.facebook.com/
WatfordScottish/videos/1781278215261901 

Donald died from a motorcycle accident. 
Irrepressible to the end, his love of life and a 
pun was unmatched. 

Ed. Matters associated with W&WHSS were 
provided by their current president Morag 
Wilshere. The above is a précised version of 
a fuller obituary to be found in The Daily 
Telegraph dated 4 June 2018. 

Scottish Banker’s Burns’ Night,  
(28 January 2011). 

Donald at age 90 

Mike at age 69 

two years later joining Berkhamsted 
Strathspey and Reel Club. For several years 
Jean made beautiful pedestal flower 
arrangements at the annual BSRC Highland 
Ball until a stroke paralysed her left side. 
She worked hard to rehabilitate herself 
learning to write with her right hand and 
continued to support St John’s Church. The 
last six years of Jean’s life saw her move to 
sheltered accommodation in Northchurch and 
acquire a mobility scooter. This 
independence allowed her to get about and 
stay involved in activities. Jean will be sorely 
missed by friends and family alike. 

Jean at age 76 

http://scottish-country-dancing-and-walking-holidays.com/
http://www.facebook.com/WatfordScottish/videos/1781278215261901
http://www.facebook.com/WatfordScottish/videos/1781278215261901
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Forthcoming Events 

RSCDS CHELTENHAM BRANCH 
Annual Ball 

Saturday 12 January 2019 
7.00 – 11.00pm 

Pittville Pump Room, East Approach Drive, 
Cheltenham GL52 3JE 

Nicol McLaren and the Glencraig Band 
Tickets £22 

Contact: Margaret Winterbourne, 
mj.winterbourne@btinternet.com or  

01242 863238 
www.cheltenhamrscds.btck.co.uk 

ASHDOWN SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE CLUB 
Charity Dance 

Saturday 15 September 2018 
7.00 – 11.00pm 

Beacon Academy, East Beeches Road, 
Crowborough, East Sussex TN6 2AS 

Strathallan  
Programme: The Reel of The Royal Scots, 
Torridon Lassies, Miss Eleanor, Mrs Stuart 
Linnell, Pelorus Jack, The Glengarry 
Homestead, The Irish Rover, Gothenburg’s 
Welcome, Linnea’s Strathspey, Nottingham 
Lace, The Rutland Reel, Postie’s Jig, Far 
North Queensland, Father Connelly’s Jig,  
Ramadan-ce, The Water of Leith, Band 
Leader’s Choice, Muirland Willie, Staircase in 
Styria, City of Belfast, The Wild Geese, 
Mairi’s Wedding 

Tickets £12 spectators/children £8 
Plus bring a plate of food 

Contact Michael Copeman, 01892 655971 or 
copemanmc67@yahoo.com 

BERKHAMSTED STRATHSPEY AND 
REEL CLUB 
Day School 

Sunday 18 November 2018 
9.30am – 5.30pm 

Abbot’s Hill School, Hemel Hempstead  
HP3 8RP 

Teachers: David and Avril Quarrie,  
Nicola Scott and Gillian O’Dell 

Musicians: Ken Martlew, Ian Robertson  
and Barbara Manning 

Tickets: Whole day £25 / Half Day £14 
Classes for all levels of dancers 

Advance booking only 
Application forms: 

www.berkhamstedreelclub.org 
Contact Mike Aylward, 

dayschool@berkhamstedreelclub.org or 
01442 832061 

THISTLE CLUB 
Hogmanay Dance 

Monday 31 December 2018 
8.00pm - 12.30am 

Great Brickhill Parish Hall, Milton Keynes 
MK17 9BA 

Craigievar Band 
Tickets: £11 in advance 

£12.50 booked but paid on the door 
Contact Jan Jones, 07877 153259 or 

jange@verybusy.co.uk 
Programme and further information 

thistleclub.co.uk 

LONDON HIGHLAND CLUB 

Forthcoming Dances to be held 
at St Columba’s Church Hall, 
Pont Street, London SW1 0BD 

 

Saturdays: Lower Hall  
7.00 - 10.30pm unless otherwise stated 

 
 

Saturday 6 October 2018: Ian Muir 
 (Prestwick) 
 

Saturday 8 December 2018: Christmas Dance 
 Frank Reid  
 
 

Programmes and cribs are on our website: 
www.londonhighlandclub.co.uk 

 

For further details contact Catriona Bennett, 
cmb84scd@gmail.com or Frank 020 8715 3564 

 

Everyone is welcome at all our functions, so 
please come along and join us for an 

enjoyable evening. 

SOUTH EAST HERTS SCDS 
Grand Diamond Jubilee Ball 
Saturday 17 November 2018 

7.30 - 11.30pm 
Presdales School, Ware SG12 9NX 

Robert Whitehead and the Danelaw Band 
Charity raffle in aid of Isabel Hospice 

Tickets including buffet and welcome drink 
£20 (£17 before 20 October) 

£5 reduction for full time students 
Contact Ian, 07842 034890 
or sehscds@hotmail.com 

For programme please see: 
www.sehscottishdance.org 

HAYES & DISTRICT SCOTTISH 
ASSOCIATION 
Annual Ball 

Saturday 10 November 2018 
7.30 – 11.30pm  

Swakeleys School, Clifton 
Gardens, Hillingdon UB10 0EJ 
Dancing in the new gymnasium which has a 

sprung floor 
Ken Martlew and Barbara Manning 

MC Caroline Hamilton 
Programme: A Trip to Bavaria, The Moray 
Rant, The Dancing Master, The Spring Fling 
Reel, New Scotland Strathspey, My Heather 
Hills, Nottingham Lace, The Gardeners’ 
Fantasia, Midnight Oil, Glastonbury Tor,  
The Earl of Mansfield, Father Connelly’s Jig,  
St Columba’s Strathspey, Mrs Stuart Linnell, 
Spiffin’, City of Belfast, Staircase in Styria, 
Ian Powrie’s Farewell to Auchterarder, 
Montparnasse, The Irish Rover 

Tickets £15 
Please bring a small plate of savouries – 
desserts and tea/coffee will be provided 

Tickets, map and directions from 
Margaret Wallace, 01895 633642 or 

margaretw4466@gmail.com or  
Ron McCann, ron_mccann@hotmail.com 

www.hayesscottish.org.uk 

RSCDS BERKS/HANTS/SURREY 
BORDER BRANCH  
Autumn Social 

Saturday 29 September 2018 
St Mark’s Church Hall, 

Farnborough GU14 6TU 
Dancing to recorded music 7.30 – 10.30pm 

Bring and share refreshments 
Tickets on the door 

 
Christmas Social 

Friday 28 December 2018 
7.00pm mulled wine  

Dancing to recorded music 7.30 – 10.30pm 
St Paul’s Parish Rooms, Wokingham RG41 1EH 

Bring and share refreshments 
Tickets on the door 

 
Day School 

9 March 2019 
Teacher: Antoine Rousseau 
Class Musician: Ken Martlew 

Musicians Day School: Muriel Johnstone 
 

Branch Spring Ball 
Saturday 18 May 2019 

Emmbrook School, Wokingham RG41 1JP 
Ian Muir and the Craigellachie Band 

 
Contact Gordon Anderson, 01420 362530 or 

events@rscds-bhs.org.uk 
 www.rscds-bhs.org.uk 

READING ST ANDREW’S SDS 
Tea Dance 

Sunday 11 November 2018 
2.30 – 6.00pm 

Thameside School, Harley Road, 
Caversham, Reading RG4 8DB 

Strathallan Duo 
Tickets £8 

Afternoon tea provided 
 

Annual Ball 
Saturday 2 February 2019 

7.30 - 11.00pm 
Sherry Reception 7.00pm 

St Crispin’s School, London Road,  
Wokingham RG40 1SS 

Ian Muir and the Craigellachie Band 
 

Contact Sara Ribbins, sascdo1@gmail.com 
www.scottishdancingreading.org 

RSCDS BOURNEMOUTH BRANCH 
Evening dance 

Saturday 8 December 2018 
7.00 – 11.00pm 

Corfe Mullen Village Hall,  
George Road, off Wareham Road,  

Corfe Mullen BH21 3UA 
Strathallan  

Tickets: £14 Students/children under16 £7 
Please bring a contribution towards an 

American Supper 
Contact Margaret Robson, 01202 698138 or 

margaret.brscds@ntlworld.com 

Event Listing in date order 

2018 8/1 Harrow & District Day School p18, 15/9 Ashdown Charity Dance p17, 23/9 Corryvrechan Taster Day p19,  
29/9 RSCDS BHS Autumn Social p17, 5-7/10 Argyll W/S p18, 6/10 LHC Dance p17, 27/10 Harrow & District Autumn Dance p18,  
27/10 RSCDS Oxfordshire Golden Ball p18, 9-11/11 RSCDS Croydon W/S p18, 10/11 Hayes Ball p17, 11/11 Reading Tea Dance p17,  
17/11 SEHSCDS Diamond Ball p17, 17/11 St John’s Annual Ball p18, 18/11 BSRC D/S p17, 1/12 Harwell/Abingdon Platinum Ball p18,  
8/12 LHC Christmas Dance p17, 8/12 Lucy Clark Christmas Dance p18, 8/12 RSCDS Bournemouth Dance p17,  
28/12 RSCDS BHS Christmas Social p17, 31/12 Thistle Hogmanay Dance p17.  
2019 4/1 Harrow and District Annual Ball p18, 12/1 RSCDS Cheltenham Annual Ball p17, 12/1 Gerrards Cross Dance Practice p18,  
19/1 RSCDS Oxfordshire Burns’ Dance p18, 20/1 Gerrards Cross Tea Dance p18, 2/2 Reading Annual Ball p17, 15-17/2 IOW W/S p18,  
9/3 RSCDS BHS D/S p17, 27/4 Argyll D/S p18, 18/5 RSCDS BHS Spring Ball p17. 

mailto:mj.winterbourne@btinternet.com
http://www.cheltenhamrscds.btck.co.uk
mailto:copemanmc67@yahoo.com
http://www.berkhamstedreelclub.org
mailto:dayschool@berkhamstedreelclub.org
mailto:jange@verybusy.co.uk
thistleclub.co.uk
http://www.londonhighlandclub.co.uk
mailto:cmb84scd@gmail.com
mailto:dayschool@berkhamstedreelclub.org
http://www.sehscottishdance.org/
mailto:margaretw4466@gmail.com
mailto:ron_mccann@hotmail.com
http://www.hayesscottish.org.uk
mailto:events@rscds-bhs.org.uk
http://www.rscds-bhs.org.uk
mailto:sascdo1@gmail.com
http://www.scottishdancingreading.org
mailto:margaret.brscds@ntlworld.com
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LUCY CLARK SCOTTISH 
COUNTRY DANCE CLUB 

Christmas Dance 
Saturday 8 December 2018 

7.00 – 11.00pm 
Prestwood Village Hall, 

Prestwood, Bucks HP16 0NZ 
Ian Robertson and his Scottish Dance Band 

Programme: Cramond Bridge,  
The Moudiewort, Miss Ogilvie’s Fancy, 
Polharrow Burn, The Zoologist, The Paisley 
Weavers, The Rutland Reel, Moment of 
Truth, Torridon Lassies, The Royal Wedding, 
MacPhail’s Magic, The Sailor, Broadway,  
The Committee Meeting, Dark Lochnagar, 
The Happy Weasel, A Trip to Bavaria,  
The Montgomeries’ Rant 

All dances will be fully recapped 
Tickets: £18 in advance only 

To include a welcome glass of fizz and 
buffet supper 

Contact Ann Higginbottom, 01494 451374 or 
info@lucyclark.org.uk 

Further information and cribs available on 
www.lucyclark.org.uk 

GERRARDS CROSS SCOTTISH COUNTRY 
DANCING CLUB 

Tea Dance 
Sunday 20 January 2019 

2.00 – 5.45pm 
Gerrards Cross Memorial Centre, 

East Common SL9 7AD 
Ken Martlew and Barbara Manning 

Programme: The Hospitality Circle,  
St Andrew’s Fair, Sleepy Maggie, From 
Scotia’s Shores we’re Noo Awa’, 
Inchmickery, Peat Fire Flame, MacDonald of 
Keppoch, John of Bon Accord, The Rock and 
the Wee Pickle Tow, The Whistling Wind, 
Montparnasse, Flora’s Fancy, Swirling Snow, 
Staircase in Styria, Major Ian Stewart, 
Mairi’s Wedding 

Bring and Share Refreshments 
Tea, coffee and squash provided 

Tickets £8.50 in advance – Limited numbers 
 

Practice 
Saturday 12 January 2019 (NB: new timing) 

9.45am – 12.30pm Entry: £5 
Garden Room, Memorial Centre SL9 7AD 

 

Contact gxTeaDance@gmail.com  
or Rose, 07880 842370 
www.gxscottish.org 

HARWELL SCDC 
70th Anniversary Ball 

In conjunction with ABINGDON SCDC 
Saturday 1 December 2018  

to help celebrate our Platinum Jubilee 
Old Mill Hall, Grove, Wantage OX12 7LB 

Welcome drink at 7.00pm,  
dancing from 7.30 - 11.30pm 

Ian Muir and the Craigellachie Band 
Programme includes dances old and new,  

can be found on our website 
Tickets: £20 including supper by Grove WI 

 

Contact Malcolm Austen, 07828 032468 or 
secretary@harwellscdc.mno.org.uk 

www.harwellscdc.mno.org.uk 

RSCDS CROYDON & DISTRICT BRANCH 
Weekend School 

Friday 9 – Sunday 11 November 2018 
Cumberland Hotel, Grand Parade, 

Eastbourne BN21 3YT 
Teacher: Samantha Schad 

 

Contact Mary Courtney, 
rscds.croydon.treasurer@gmail.com 

www.rscdscroydon.org.uk  

ARGYLL SCOTTISH DANCING 
GROUP 

Weekend School 
Friday 5 - Sunday 7 October 2018 

Dillington House, Ilminster, 
Somerset TA19 9DT 

Teacher: Dave Hall 
Musician: Robert Mackay 

For further information and brochure:  
email dillington@somerset.gov.uk or visit: 

www.dillington.co.uk 
 

Day School 
Sunday 27 April 2019 

Edgbarrow Sports Centre, Crowthorne, 
Berkshire RG45 7HZ  

Teachers: James Fairbairn and  
Rachel Shankland  

Musicians: Christina Hood and  
Robert Mackay  

For further details and application forms 
contact: 

Gaynor Curtis, 60 Bishops Wood, St Johns, 
Woking, Surrey GU21 3QB. 
Telephone: 01483 721989 

Email: gaynorcurtis@clara.co.uk 
 

www.argyllscottishdancinggroup.org.uk 

RSCDS OXFORDSHIRE BRANCH 
Golden Jubilee Ball 

Saturday 27 October 2018 
7.30 - 11.45pm 

Headington School, Oxford OX3 7TD 
Ample free parking and on the London to 
Oxford bus route with stop near school 
Ian Muir and the Craigellachie Band 

Programme: The Findlay’s Jig, Flowers of 
Edinburgh, Sugar Candie, Fifty Years On,  
Lady Dumfries, Radcliffe Square, Golden 
Spires, Scott Meikle, Miss Milligan’s 
Strathspey, The Irish Rover, The Lady Wynd, 
Anniversary Reel, Midsummer Common,  
The Immigrant Lass, The Royal Yacht 
Britannia, Scotch Mist, The Laird of Milton’s 
Daughter, MacDonald of the Isles, Welcome 
to Ayr, The Reel of The Royal Scots 

Tickets: £20 (spectators £10) 
Including supper 

Contact Helen Houghton-Carr, 07531 469213 
or impala66@hotmail.com 

 

Advance notice: 
Burns’ Night Supper and Dance  

19 January 2019, Benson OX10 6LZ 
Ian Muir and the Craigellachie Band 

 
www.rscdsoxfordshire.org.uk  

ST JOHN’S SCOTTISH COUNTRY 
DANCING CLUB 

Annual Ball 
Saturday 17 November 2018 

7.30 – 11.45pm 
Welcome Drink  

7.00 for 7.30pm start 
Emmbrook School, Wokingham RG41 1JP 

Ian Muir and the Craigellachie Band 
Programme: Welcome to Ayr, The Committee 
Meeting, Gang the Same Gate, The Wild 
Geese, The Saltire Society Reel,  
The Gentleman, Gothenburg’s Welcome, 
Clutha, A Gin and Tonic, Mairi’s Wedding, 
Joie de Vivre, Orpington Caledonians,  
The Byron Strathspey, The Chequered Court, 
Miss Johnstone of Ardrossan, The Braes of 
Breadalbane, MacLeod’s Fancy, Swiss Lassie, 
The Swan and the Tay, The Dancing Man 

Tickets £23 
Soft drinks will be provided –  

and wine with supper 
Contact Louise Peddie, 01276 34648 

tickets.stjohns.scdc@gmail.com or SAE to  
41 College Road, Sandhurst, Berks GU47 0RA  

 Contact Rich Lavis, 07921 654094 
tickets.stjohns.scdc@gmail.com or SAE to 

96 Park Road, Farnborough GU14 6LT 

ISLE OF WIGHT 
Weekend School 
Friday 15 - Sunday  
17 February 2019 

The Shanklin Hotel, Shanklin PO37 6DP 
Teachers: Margo Priestley and  

Craig Houston-Donald 
Musicians: Robert Mackay, Ian Muir and 

Judith Muir 
Band for Evenings: The Craigellachie Band 

For applications contact  
Catherine Packwood-Bluett, 01903 621322 or 

iowsdwe@hotmail.com 
enquiries@craigellachie-band.co.uk 

HARROW & DISTRICT 
CALEDONIAN SOCIETY 

Day School 
Saturday 8 September 2018 

9.30am - 3.00pm 
St Alban’s Church Hall,  

Norwood Drive, North Harrow HA2 7PF 
Teacher: Mervyn Short 

Musician: Barbara Manning 
Tickets £22 Adults £10 Juniors 

Application forms available from 
Sheena Henderson, 

mail@harrowscottish.org.uk 07719 985025  
 

Autumn Dance 
Saturday 27 October 2018 

7.00 – 10.30pm 
St Edmunds Church Hall, Northwood Hills 

 HA6 1QS  
Silver Cross Band 

Tickets £14 including refreshments 
Advance booking only 

Contact Lorraine Kent, 07951 587546  
lorrainekent@yahoo.co.uk 

 

Advance notice:  
Annual Ball  

Friday 4 January 2019 
Frank Reid and His Scottish Dance Band 

Allum Hall, Elstree WD6 3PJ 

www.harrowscottish.org.uk 
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Other Scottish Country Dance Organisations 
ABINGDON SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE CLUB. Dancing most Mondays,  

7.45–10.00pm, Sept–June at Northcourt Centre, Abingdon, nr Oxford. All 
welcome. Details: Morag Brown, 38 The Holt, Abingdon, OX14 2DR, 
abingdonscdc@gmail.com or www.abingdonscdc.wordpress.com 

ADDLESTONE & DISTRICT SCOTTISH SOCIETY meets Wednesdays  
8.15–10.15pm Sept–May at St Mary’s Church Hall, Church Road, Byfleet 
KT14 7NF. Details: Val Clack, 01932 845869 or 
www.addlestonescottish.org.uk 

BERKHAMSTED STRATHSPEY & REEL CLUB meets in Potten End Village Hall, 
HP4 2QG. Social dancing: Tuesdays 8.15pm Sept–May, Sat. gardens June/
July. Classes: Intermediate and Advanced Mondays 8.00pm, Beginners 
Tuesdays 8.15pm. Details: Dawn Dorman, Hill End Farm, Gorhambury,  
St Albans, Herts AL3 6AR, 07710 460623 or www.berkhamstedreelclub.org 

BERKS/HANTS/SURREY BORDER BRANCH RSCDS. Topic-led class (not suitable 
for beginners), alternate Mondays Sept–April, 8.15–10.15pm St Sebastian’s 
Memorial Hall, Nine Mile Ride, Wokingham Without RG40 3BA. General 
class (intermediate and above), every Wednesday Sept–May, 8.00–10.00pm 
St Mary’s Church Hall, Park Road, Camberley, Surrey GU15 2SR  
Teacher: Mervyn Short.  
Contact: Alex Duncan, 01932 241615 or www.rscds-bhs.org.uk 

BOURNEMOUTH BRANCH RSCDS meets every Friday at Kinson Community 
Centre, Pelham’s Park, Millhams Rd., Kinson, Bournemouth, BH10 7LH  
7.30–9.30pm. Alternate Wednesday Technique class, by invitation.  
Details: Margaret Robson, 24 Upper Golf Links Road, Broadstone, Dorset 
BH18 8BX, 01202 698138 or margaret.brscds@ntlworld.com 

BRIGHTON BRANCH RSCDS. Classes for beginners, intermediate and 
advanced, country and highland, adults and children.  
Details: Rod Burrows, 01903 783053 or chair@rscds-brighton.org.uk or  
www.rscds-brighton.org.uk 

BRIGHTON & HOVE SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE CLUB meets Thursdays  
7.45-10.15pm at Moulsecoomb Hall, Brighton. Details: Carol Catterall, 
01273 564963 or www.bhscdc.org.uk 

CAMBERLEY REEL CLUB. Dancing every Tuesday 8.00pm at St Paul’s Church 
Hall, Church Hill, Camberley. Details: Jackie Cresswell, 01252 616289 or 
info@camberleyreelclub.org.uk 

CAMBRIDGE SCOTTISH SOCIETY Scottish country dancing and other events. 
Dance Circle meets every Thursday 8.00pm from Sept–June. Details:  
Rachel Schicker, 01223 364557 or www.camscotsoc.org.uk 

CHELTENHAM BRANCH RSCDS Advanced Technique class Monday 7.30–9.30pm 
St Luke’s Hall, Cheltenham GL53 7HP. General class Thursday 7.15–9.15pm 
Bettridge School, Cheltenham GL51 3AT. Beginners’ class Monday 
7.45-9.45pm Reddings Community Centre, Cheltenham GL51 6RF. Contact 
Margaret Winterbourne, 01242 863238 mj.winterbourne@btinternet.com 

CHELTENHAM SCOTTISH SOCIETY. Dancing most Friday nights 7.30–10.00pm 
from October to end May, at St Andrew’s URC, Montpellier Street, 
Cheltenham. Details: Mrs Doreen Steele, 45 Dark Lane, Swindon Village, 
Cheltenham, GL51 9RN, 01242 528220 or mbsteele1945@gmail.com 

CHISWICK SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE CLUB meet on Sundays 6.00–9.15pm,  
Sept–June, in the Upper Hall at St Michaels & All Angels Church, corner of 
The Avenue and Bath Road, London W4 1TX (turn right out of Turnham 
Green tube station, 70 yards). Check www.chiswickscottish.org.uk for 
beginners and experienced dancers’ start times and all activities. 
Details: Jacmel Dent, 07802 666 598 or secretary@chiswickscottish.org.uk 

CROYDON DISTRICT BRANCH. Branch classes in Coulsdon: General, incl 
Beginners with technique (Fri); Advanced & Improvers (Wed)  
8.00–10.00pm St Andrew’s Church, Woodcote Grove Road, Coulsdon,  
CR5 2AJ. Details: Dorothy Pearson, 01737 551724 
or rscds.croydon.chairman@gmail.com or www.rscdscroydon.org.uk 

EPPING FOREST SCOTTISH ASSOCIATION. Club night Mondays (all year)  
8.00–10.00pm at Christchurch Parish Hall, Wanstead Place, Wanstead, 
E11 2SW. Details: Angela Ross, 020 8504 3376 or 
angelaross87@hotmail.com or www.efsa.org.uk 

EPSOM & DISTRICT CALEDONIAN ASSOCIATION General dancing Mondays,  
7.30 – 10.00pm, Tweddle Hall, St Andrew’s URC, Northey Avenue, Cheam,  
SM2 7HF. Teacher: Pauline Cashmore, 020 8686 9362.  
Details: Dorothy Pearson, 01737 551724 

FARNHAM SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCING CLUB. Dancing every Tuesday at 
8pm, Sept–end of April at Weydon School, Weydon Lane, Farnham, 
GU9 8UG. Details: Pippa Peatman 01256 703909 or p_peatman@yahoo.com 
or www.fscdc.co.uk 

FLEET SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE SOCIETY dance in Church Crookham 
Memorial Hall in Hampshire on alternate Saturdays from 7.30–10.00pm,  
Sept–May. Details: Shirley Ferguson 01276 501952 or 
fergusonshirley7@gmail.com or fleet.rscds-bhs.org.uk 

GERRARDS CROSS SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE CLUB meets at Memorial 
Centre, East Common Road, Gerrards Cross SL9 7AD on Tuesdays from Sept
–June. 7.30-10.00pm Visitors and Beginners welcome. Details: Suzanne 
Todd, 01923 283730 or info@gxscottish.org or www.gxscottish.org 

GREENFORD AND DISTRICT CALEDONIAN ASSOC. Meet at the British Legion 
Hall, Oldfield Lane, Greenford. Visitors welcome. Tuesdays 8.00-10.00pm. 
Details: Kate Fraser 020 8998 0571 or enquiries@greenfordcaledonian.net 

GUILDFORD SCDC meets at Onslow Village Hall, Wilderness Rd, Guildford, 
GU2 7QR most Mondays at 8.00pm from Sept–June. Details: 01483 456091 
or www.gscdc.org.uk 

SCD Organisations Listing 
To update your listing below contact editor@rscdslondon.org.uk 

 Payment is now due for Reels 304-307 and will then be due again 
for Reels 308-311.  

If you wish to stop your advert please contact 
treasurer@rscdslondon.org.uk 

In Reel 302 we mentioned how Scottish 
oriented crosswords were sometimes 
included in past Reels. Should any reader 
be so minded to submit a crossword puzzle 
(with Scottish clues and solutions) then the 
Editorial Team would be minded to publish 
it, for the enjoyment of all. A 15x15 
square crossword first appeared 
in Reel No.4. (An example of a clue used 
in Crossword No.3 was 26 across: The city 

gardening tools? (5,2,7) solution: Rakes of Glasgow.)  

The Editorial Team has received several crosswords however they 
have been too complex and/or lacking in complete Scottish content 
to be considered. The Reel would equally accept a 12x12 square 
crossword as an alternative size. 

£6 per column cm in b/w, £8.50 per column cm in colour (three 
columns per page). A listing in the Other SCD Organisations 
section costs £30 per annum pro rata. All advertisers receive a 
complimentary copy of The Reel. Send adverts for the Forthcoming 
Events pages to Meryl at danceads@rscdslondon.org.uk  

Other adverts and enquiries on pricing to the Business Editor  
Jeff Robertson at businesseditor@rscdslondon.org.uk 

The Reel Advertising Rates 

The Reel Crossword 

Today’s Scots: from Tam o’ Shanter They reel’d, they set, they 
cross’d, they cleekit, ... Cleekit means joined hands.  
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HARPENDEN SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCING CLUB meets every Tuesday at 
8.00pm at Lourdes Hall, Southdown Road, Harpenden. Details: Val Owens,  
29 Palfrey Close, St Albans, Herts AL3 5RE, 01727 863870 or HSCDC.org.uk 

HARROW & DISTRICT CALEDONIAN SOCIETY. Classes Wednesdays  
8.15–10.15pm, St Albans Church Hall, Norwood Drive (off The Ridgeway), 
North Harrow. Also a variety of other activities. Details: Sheena 
Henderson, mail@harrowscottish.org.uk or 07719 985025 or 
www.harrowscottish.org.uk 

HAYES & DISTRICT SCOTTISH ASSOCIATION meets Fridays 8.00–10.00pm, 
Sept–July in Hayes, Middx. Beginners and experienced dancers welcome. 
Details: Margaret Wallace, 01895 633642 or www.hayesscottish.org.uk 

HERTSMERE REEL CLUB. Monthly dances on third Saturday (exc. Aug & Sept) 
7.30–11.00pm, Tilbury Hall (URC), Darkes Lane, Potters Bar EN6 1BZ.  
Details: Margaret King, 0208 440 3236 or margaret.king4@hotmail.co.uk 

ISLE OF THANET SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCERS meet Wednesdays Sept–June 
at Holy Trinity & St John’s C. of E. Primary School, St John’s Road, 
Margate. Beginners 7.00–8.00pm. General 8.00–10.00pm.  
Details: Pat Gill, 01843 603391 

JERSEY CALEDONIA SCD GROUP. Details: Joy Carry, Les Arbres, Rue des 
Cateaux, Trinity, JE3 5HB, 01534 862205 or jcchanjoy97@gmail.com  
Alan Nicolle, 01534 484375 or alan.nicolle88@gmail.com or Brenda Gale, 
01534 862357 or scottishcountrydancingchannelislands.blogspot.com 

LONDON HIGHLAND CLUB meets regularly at St Columba’s, Pont Street, 
London SW1X 0BD. Details: adverts in The Reel, Catriona Bennett, 
33 Pains Close, Mitcham, Surrey CR4 1BY, cmb84scd@gmail.com  
Frank Bennett on 020 8715 3564 or www.londonhighlandclub.co.uk 

LUCY CLARK SCD CLUB meets Thursdays at the Oldham Hall, Great 
Missenden HP16 0BA. Beginners class 7.00-8.00pm, Social Dancing  
8.00-10.00pm. Details: Liz Mitchell, 07947 000368 or 
info@lucyclark.org.uk or www.lucyclark.org.uk 

MAIDENHEAD SCOTTISH DANCING CLUB meets every Tuesday 8.00pm at  
St Piran’s School, Gringer Hill, Maidenhead, Berks SL6 7LZ. First Tuesday 
in the month is Social Dancing Evening. Details: Jane Courtier, 16 Ostler 
Gate, Maidenhead, Berks SL6 6SG, 01628 628372 or 
maidenheadscottishdancing.org.uk 

MAIDSTONE (COBTREE) SCD GROUP meets every Wednesday 7.30–10.00pm 
at The Grove Green Community Hall, Maidstone. Details: Dick Barford,  
55 Northumberland Road, Maidstone ME25 7JG, 01622 685984 

MEDWAY AND DISTRICT CALEDONIAN ASSOCIATION. Dancing Thursdays  
8.00–10.15pm at St Mary’s Island Community Centre, Chatham. Beginners 
welcome. Many other activities. Details: Liz Bowden, Meadow Cottage, 
Green Farm Lane, Lower Shorne, Gravesend, Kent DA12 3HL,  
01474 822919 

MILTON KEYNES BRANCH RSCDS. Mixed ability class Mondays 8.00–10.00pm. 
Bradwell Village Hall, Milton Keynes. Details: Jan Jones, 52 Aintree Close, 
Bletchley, Milton Keynes MK3 5LP, 01908 378730 or jange@verybusy.co.uk 

NORTH KENT SCOTTISH ASSOCIATION. Dancing 7.45–10.00pm most 
Wednesdays at Barnehurst Golf Club. Beginners welcome. Details: David 
Reid, 22 Thamesbank Place, London SE28 8PR, 020 8311 7282 or 
david@davidfromblighty.plus.com 

NORWICH RSCDS. Dancing on Mondays from Sept-May/June at the Dance & 
Drama Studio, Sewell Park College, Constitution Hill, Norwich NR3 4BX. 
Beginners from 7.00-8.15pm and general dancing 8.20-9.30pm. Details: 
Sue Petty on 01603 741639 or secretary@rscds-norwich.org.uk 

ORPINGTON & DISTRICT CALEDONIAN SOCIETY. Dancing every Thursday  
8.00–10.15pm at Petts Wood Memorial Hall. Beginners’/Improvers’ Class 
every Monday 8.00–10.15pm at St Pauls, Crofton Road, Orpington.  
Details: Hadyn Davies, 020 8658 9188 or hadyndavies@gmail.com or 
www.orpingtonscottishdancing.com 

OXFORDSHIRE BRANCH RSCDS. Dancing on Thursdays throughout the year in 
Oxford. Details: Christine Jeffery 01844 278242 or 
christinej201@hotmail.com or www.rscdsoxfordshire.org.uk 

READING ST ANDREW’S SCOTTISH DANCING SOCIETY. Dancing at St Andrew’s 
URC, London Road, Reading, RG1 5BD from 8.00–10.00pm, Sept–May, 
Tuesdays (elementary), Wednesdays (general), 1st & 2nd Thursdays of 
each month (advanced). Details: Duncan Barnet, Flat 4, 8 Western Elms 
Avenue, Reading RG30 2AN 0118 956 9289 dbarnet@waitrose.com or 
www.scottishdancingreading.org 

REIGATE SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE CLUB meets most Mondays 8.15–
10.15pm, Sept–May at the Redhill Methodist Church Hall, Gloucester Road, 
Redhill, Surrey RH1 1BP. Details: Wendy Mitton, 01737 766244 or 
wmitton517@btinternet.com or www.reigatescottish.org.uk 

RICHMOND CALEDONIAN SOCIETY meets at the Oddfellows Hall, Parkshot, 
Richmond, every Wednesday evening at 8.00pm from mid-Sept. to mid-
June. Details: www.richmondcaledonian.co.uk or 020 8878 3445 

SANDERSTEAD URC SCOTTISH DANCE GROUP. Dancing Tues 8.00pm at 
Sanderstead URC Hall, Sanderstead Hill, S. Croydon. Details: Graeme 
Wood, 01883 627797 or gwood@gna.cc 

ST COLUMBA’S CHURCH OF SCOTLAND, Pont Street, London SW1X 0BD.  
St Columba’s Dancers meet most Mondays from Oct to May, 7.15–10.00pm. 
Admission free except for Band Nights when a charge will be made. 
Details: Valerie Strachan, 020 8693 5355 or 
valeriestrachan@btinternet.com or www.stcolumbasdancers.org 

ST JOHN’S SDC, WOKINGHAM meet every Thurs 8.00–10.15pm Sept–June at 
St Sebastian’s Hall, Nine Mile Ride, Wokingham. All standards welcome. 
Details: Sue Davis 2 Larkswood Dr, Crowthorne, 01344 774344 or 
alan.suedavis@gmail.com Also Children’s Class Sats 9.30–11.00am at the 
Parish Hall, Crowthorne. Details: Deborah Draffin, 01344 776831  

SCOTTISH ASSOCIATION FOR WALLINGTON, CARSHALTON & DISTRICT hold 
weekly social dance on Thursday evenings from 8.00–10.00pm at 
Collingwood School, Springfield Road, Wallington SM6 OBD. Details: 
Maggie Westley, 020 8647 9899 or 07956 937157, or 
westley.maggie14@gmail.com 

SEVENOAKS REEL CLUB meets every Tuesday from Sept–May, 8.00–10.00pm 
at Kippington Church Centre, Kippington Rd, Sevenoaks. Details:  
Mrs Josephine Ellis, 26 Byng Road, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN4 8EJ 
or josephine@ellismp.plus.com 

SIDCUP & DISTRICT CALEDONIAN ASSOCIATION. Dancing on Wednesdays from 
8.00–10.15pm throughout the year at Hurst Community Centre, Hurst 
Road, Bexley, Kent. Details: Jenny Gavin, 48 Eastbrook Road, Blackheath  
SE3 8BT, 020 8856 4522 

SOUTH EAST ESSEX SCOTTISH SOCIETY. Dancing Fridays, 7.30–10.15pm, St 
Peter’s Church Hall, Eastbourne Grove, Southend (near hospital). Tuition 
7.30–9.00pm. Details: Graham Easton, 01702 587808 or 
graham.easton@btinternet.com or www.seess.org.uk 

SOUTH EAST HERTS SCDS. Classes for all standards, in Hertford, Tuesdays in 
term time. Monthly dances Sept–June, in Ware, usually second Friday. 
Sunday afternoon Family Dances once a term. Details: Ian, 07842 034890 
or sehscds@hotmail.com or see www.sehscottishdance.org/news 

SURBITON & DISTRICT CALEDONIAN SOCIETY. Dancing every Thursday at 
8pm from Sept–June at St Mark’s Church Hall, Church Hill Road, Surbiton. 
Details: David Horwill, 32 Wolsey Road, Sunbury-on-Thames, Middx  
TW16 7TY or www.surbitoncaledonian.co.uk 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS BRANCH RSCDS. Beginners/intermediate classes on Tues 
8.00–10.00pm and advanced classes Thurs 8.00–10.00pm at St Augustine’s 
School, Wilman Rd, Tunbridge Wells, TN4 9AL, Details: George Daly, 
1 Broadwater Rise, Tunbridge Wells TN2 5UE, 01892 534512 or 
www.rscdstunbridgewells.org.uk 

WATFORD & WEST HERTS SCOTTISH SOCIETY. Beginners/Improvers Class at 
Nascot Wood Recital Hall, Nascot Wood Road, Watford WD17 4YS Mondays 
from 8.00-9.30pm and General Class at All Saints’ Church, The Green, 
Croxley Green, Rickmansworth WD3 3HJ Thursdays from 8.00–10.00pm. 
Details: Stuart Kreloff, 60 Tunnel Wood Road, Watford WD17 4GE,  
01923 492475 or reel@watfordscottish.org.uk 

WELWYN GARDEN CITY SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE CLUB meets Wednesdays 
8.00–10.00pm Sept–June at Lemsford Hall, Lemsford Village, Welwyn 
Garden City. All welcome. Details: Douglas Wood, 01582 469928 or 
welwyn.scdc@uwclub.net or www.sehscottishdance.org/Welwyn 

WEMBLEY & DISTRICT SCOTTISH ASSOCIATION. Dance Class Mondays 8.00pm. 
The Church of the Ascension, The Avenue, Wembley, Middx. Details:  
Mrs Caroline Hamilton, 31 Boundary Road, Eastcote, Pinner, Middlesex 
HA5 1PW, 0208 866 2378 or info@wdsa.co.uk 

WEYMOUTH SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCERS (Formerly South Dorset 
Caledonian Society). Dancing at St Edmund’s Church Hall, Lanehouse 
Rocks Road, Weymouth, Dorset, Wednesday, 7.30–10.00pm. Details: Miss 
Valerie Scriven, 13 Fenway Close, Dorchester, Dorset DT1 1PQ,  
01305 265177 

WINCHESTER BRANCH RSCDS. Classes Tuesdays 8.00–10.00pm. Club nights 
1st and 3rd Wednesdays 8.00–10.00pm. Both evenings at St Peter’s School, 
Oliver’s Battery Rd North, Winchester. Details: Wendy Mumford (teacher), 
20 Blendon Drive, Andover SP10 3NQ, 01264 363293 or 
wendy@mumford.com 

WITHAM & DISTRICT CALEDONIAN SOCIETY. Dancing every Wednesday  
8.00–10.00pm. The Centre, UR Church, Witham, Essex. Details: Alex 
Daniel, 01621 855548 or alexsdaniel@aol.com 

Other Scottish Country Dance Organisations 

Many thanks to all who contributed to this issue of The Reel, including the following for providing photos: p1: Left and Bottom Right - 
Jerry Reinstein; Owen and Wilson - Stephen Webb (SJW). p2: Jerry Reinstein. p4: St Helen’s School - used with permission. p5: SJW. 

p6: Emma - Broadway Studios; Pat - David Houghton; Andrew - M Nolan; Aileen - Elizabeth Stobart-Hook; Barbara Manning from BM; Ken Martlew from KM; 
Chris - Martin Cairns; Sandra Smith from SS; Ian - Margaret Catchick. p7: SJW; Music - scan by Meryl Thomson. p8: Helen - Ian Russell; Scroll badge and 
certificate by Jerry Reinstein; RSCDS Glasgow logo - used with permission; CD cover - scan by Meryl Thomson. p9: from John Brenchley. Centrefold:  
1 - Susan Kerr; 2 - SJW; 3 - from Jane Rose; 4 - SJW; 5 - Meryl Thomson; 6 - Ian Thomson; 7, 8 and 9 - SJW; 10 and 11 - Dave Massie; 12 - SJW.  
p12: Iris - SJW; Bremen photos - Martin McWilliam; Bill Zobel - Mairi Maxwell. p13: Jim - SJW; Line up - from Jim Cook; Socks - Jerry Reinstein and Adrian 
Conrad; David - SJW. p14: Nancy - scan by SJW. p15: Two of a Kind, Wilson - SJW; Hugh Foss age 30 - from Charles Foss. p16: Mike - Anita Davis; Jean - SJW; 
Donald - Rosie Tyson; Burns - Simply Photography Ltd. p18: Cartoon - used with permission of Joan Miles. 
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