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ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING

('$47#4;61#24+.

RANDOM JOTTINGS FROM SOUND COMPANY

Friday 22nd June 2001
THE AGM of the Royal Scottish Country Dance
Society (London Branch) will be held at St
Columba’s Church (Lower Hall), Pont Street,
London, SW1 on FRIDAY 22nd June 2001. Tea
will be served at 6 p.m. and the meeting will
commence at 7 p.m. There will be dancing after
the meeting.
NOMINATIONS: Nominations for the offices of
Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Hon Secretary, Hon
Treasurer and eleven ordinary members of the
Committee must reach the Hon Secretary by 23rd
March 2001. Nominations must be signed by the
proposer and seconder and by the nominee, all of
whom must be members of the Branch. If
necessary, a postal ballot paper will be sent to
Branch members with the May issue of “The
Reel”.
The present office holders and Committee
members, and the dates on which they joined the
Committee, are as follows:
Chairman
Simon Wales
1992
Vice-Chairman
Owen Meyer
1999
Treasurer
Daniel Capron
2000
Secretary
Margaret Shaw
1998
Judy Berry 1997; Jim Cook 1997; Jenny Greene
1973; David Hall 1994; Alexander McClintock
1997; Davinia Miln 2000; Jeff Robertson 1999;
Pamela Ray 2000; Caroline Sloan 1996: Rachel
Wilton 1993; Angela Young 2000.
All the above are eligible for re-election to the
Committee.
MOTIONS: Motions for discussion at the AGM,
which must be signed by the proposer and
seconder, must reach the Hon Secretary by 23rd
March 2001.
AGENDA
1. Approval of minutes of the 2000 AGM.
2. Business arising from the minutes.
3. Report on year's working of the Branch.
4. Treasurer’s Report and Statement of Accounts.
5. Appointment of Honorary President and
Honorary Vice-Presidents.
6. Appointment of Officers and Committee of
Management.
7. Appointment of one of the Committee of
Management as Branch Representative on the
Society’s Executive Council, and any
nomination by the Branch for one of the six
elected members.
8. Appointment of Auditors.
9. Motions submitted in advance.
10. Any other business.
Note: Nominations for the appointment at 5, 7 and
8 above will be taken from the floor at the
meeting.
All members are encouraged to attend and
contribute to the work of the Branch.

AN invitation to contribute an article to “The
Reel” is both an honour and a challenge. As the
“house” newsletter of the London Branch, it
seems inappropriate to indulge in a list of what
we’ve done and where we’ve been. After all,
many of you will have danced to our music and
will therefore know a bit about us anyway!
That said, I know “The Reel” has a much wider
circulation than just the South of England, and so
perhaps a bit of background is justified.
Sound Company are Ian Robertson (fiddle),
Chris Oxtoby (accordion) and Judith Robertson
(piano/bass). Formed as a band in 1990, all three
of us had spent our formative years playing for
dancing in a number of different traditions.
Chris pursued a classical accordion training and
achieved considerable success over a period of
years. She is a former Thames champion and at
the age of 17 was a finalist in the British
championships.
At the age of 16, Chris began playing for
dances and “learned the trade” with a number of
bands including the Blue Mountain Band. Her
own band, Folklore, ran for 10 years playing for
local barn dances and weddings. At the same
time, Chris was a member of the dance and music
display team “London Folk” with whom activities
included shows at the Albert Hall and foreign
tours to Europe and Israel.
As so often happens in the musical world,
Chris, Judith and I were serving a parallel
apprenticeship very close by, but in complete (did
someone say blissful?) ignorance of each other’s
existence.
Traditional music has always been a part of life
for Judith and me – our father, Alan led his own
band on accordion for some 25 years. The
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Chiltern Ramblers achieved great popularity
playing for dancing ranging from English through
to American and even a little Scottish!
Just as the Chiltern Ramblers retired from
“active service”, pressure from the youngsters led
to the formation of the Robertson Family Band.
The first line-up was unusual with Alan on
accordion, me on fiddle and Judith providing a
bass line on clarinet. Gradually Judith moved to
piano and a more orthodox line-up took shape.
The Robertson Family Band played for a
number of years before a chance encounter led to
our first Scottish dance in Cardiff in 1983.
Gradually, Judith and I began to play with other
Scottish bands in the South including Frank Reid
and McBains. After two years and two records
with the newly formed Craigellachie Band, a
change of direction and a lucky meeting led to the
formation of Sound Company.
So much for the history. But what makes Sound
Company tick? I suppose there are five main
answers to that question.
The first has to be good music – wherever it
comes from. Anyone who has heard us will know
that our repertoire is not restricted to Scottish
tunes, but ranges across borders and indeed across
continents.
One of the main ingredients is my insatiable
appetite for old music and associated inability to
walk past a second-hand bookshop. Chris and
Judith have tried all sorts of diversionary tactics
to no avail – even a pub next door temporarily
loses its appeal! The result, however, has been a
houseful of tatty music ranging from 18th Century
fiddle and song collections to books from all
round the world which provide a wealth of ideas.

BRANCH MATTERS
SPRING is on the way, and what better way to
drive away those winter blues than to get your
dancing shoes on and get dancing! We have
some excellent dances lined up for dancers of all
ages and abilities so come up to St. Columba’s.
Talking of excellent dances, we had an
absolutely fantastic evening with Ian Muir from
Prestwick in December with our best attendance
for some time
over 190 people witnessed an
all we need now is for
evening of great music
the other dances to be as well supported, as this
really does make the atmosphere and lifis both
the dancers and the band.
Plans are starting to be made for next season's
events
open air dancing, day school, weekend
school, branch dances, etc. Any member of the
Committee would be grateful to hear of any ideas
and suggestions for events we can run, or to
—

—
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improve existing
and
how
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events. Also if you have ideas

not averse to

about

helping

a

bit of hard
out

on

work, then

the

Branch

Committee? There are likely to be a couple of
vacancies to be filled on next year's committee,
so please do consider it seriously.
You will

from the articles

on this page and
that the Society is at last
seriously addressing its future structure and
membership, so please do read these articles and
let any member of the Committee have your
views
we will only have one opportunity for
such a wide-reaching reform of the Society as a
whole and we must get the Society that the
members want. Without your input we can only
offer our own views.
Simon Wales

see

pages 3. 10 and 11

—

JOHN BOWMAN
MANY of the older members of the Branch will

be saddened to learn of the death of John
Bowman
a
member
of the
Branch
Demonstration Team for many years. He died in
November. aged 82. Fourteen members of the
Branch attended his funeral.
Bill Ireland
—

RSCDS EXECUTIVE
COUNCIL MEETING
18th November 2000
AT the first meeting of Branch representatives
after the AGM, the new Chairman, Alan Mair,

Committee’s Schools Pack Project or small ones
such as providing live music for a children’s day
of dance; the committee agreed to recommend a
five year term of office for EC representatives
although, as autonomous bodies, Branches may
not choose to do this.
Summer
Potential

massage were also well received; some success
in avoiding extensive variation in the grading of

classes had been achieved this year.
Examinations. The committee has planned
for tutors and potential tutors and on
teaching skills as well as examination tours in
North America and New Zealand; the proposed
Dancing Proficiency test will be tried out at
Summer School.
courses

to re-record the earlier records and

tapes

onto

(EC) and their Branches.
The decisions taken by the six standing
committees stimulated much discussion before
ratification:
Youth. This active committee has made progress
several fronts: the names of youth coordinators and children’s class teachers have
been put on a database at HQ and a newsletter
has been distributed; the production of a

IN response to various queries from readers,
please may 1 clarify the situation regarding the
above annual information sheets.
Although annual invitations to submit data
appear in “The Reel”, the sheets are not actually

part of “The Reel”. They

are

printed totally

at the

expense of the London Branch.

me a stamped s.a.e. The
lists are also
accessible via the Branch website.
They are freely available at Branch Dances. As
a courtesy, a copy is also sent to all those
Societies which advertise on the back page of
“The Reel”.

on

School’s Resources Pack is well under way; after
a meeting of young dancers, it was recommended

that an Easter School he offered in 2002 for
dancers in their late teens and twenties; two
scholarships have been created for students to
attend Summer School.
General

Purposes. A working party will be
appointed to produce an update of the strategic
plan by year three; refurbishment of HQ is
concentrating on a better use of space and a
clearout of unwanted stock

—

call in and

see

for

yourself if you are in Edinburgh; a report on the
Jean Milligan Memorial Fund confirmed that the
fund
is
for
extension
and
designated
development work and to support good ideas,
where there are no other resources, including
large requests such as supporting the Youth

Chairman:
Simon Wales,
14 Blakes Green, West Wickham,
Kent BR4 ORA. Tel: 020 8777 8915.
e-mail

simon_wales@talk21.com

Vice-Chairman
Owen Meyer
50 Bunby Road, Stoke Poges,
Bucks SL2 4BP. Tel: 01753 643461.
e—mail: owen@meyer.fsnet.co.uk.
Hon.

Secretary:
Margaret Shaw,
RSCDS London Branch Secretary, PO Box
18325, London EC4V 3PX. Tel: 020 7329 2847.
Hon. Treasurer:
Daniel Capron,
74B Thurlow Park Road,
London SE21 SHY. Tel: 020 8670 6918.

STRUCTURE OF SUB-COMMITTEES
Children:

Angela Young, Margaret Shaw,
Alexander McClintock.

Classes:

Rachel Wilton, Jenny Greene,
David Hall, Owen Meyer, Pam

Ray.

SOUTHEAST SCOTTISH
COUNTRY DANCE CLASS
AND DANCE DIARY
INFORMATION SHEETS

sending

new

Hon. Vice-Presidents:
Howard and Stella Booth,
Mary Barker, Ellen Garvie, Bill Ireland,
Marie Jamieson, John Laurie, Rosemary Tilden.

The

Council

all

Hon. President
Mary Stoker

CD.

presentation of the progress report of the
Management and Membership sub-committee
showed many differences of opinion amongst
representatives. Do read Andrew Kellett’s article
on page 3.
If you would like further information, the file
containing the minutes of the meetings is always
on the table at Branch dances.
Rachel Wilton

g

Queen

LONDON BRANCH

Finance. The EC accepted a recommendation
that the
discount on
books/recordings to
members, Branches and the TAC should be 10%;
the committee is exploring the implications of
Gifi Aid and also investigating PPL licences.
Publications and Research. The committee is
pleased with Branches’ generous response to
their request for sponsorship to support their aim

H.M. The

-

HEADQUARTERS:
12 Coates Crescent, Edinburgh, EH3 7AF.
Tel: 0131 225 3854; Fax: 0131 225 7783.

The two new courses for
Tutors and Musicians were very
successful and it is hoped to continue with these
inclusions; the introduction of a physiotherapist’s
talk and a masseuse providing foot and leg

everyone of the representatives’ responsibility to
act as an effective link between Executive

and

Vice-Chainnan, Jean Martin,
representatives, and reminded

new

Patron

School.

They are distributed with “The Reel” to UK
based London Branch members who will have an
interest in the geographical area covered. Other
members and subscribers may obtain copies by

welcomed the

ROYAL SCOTTISH
COUNTRY DANCE
SOCIETY

Jim Cook

Dances:

Simon Wales, Jim Cook, Jenny
Greene, Davinia Miln.

Demonstrations:

David Hall, Judy Berry,
Caroline Sloan, Mairi Scanlan*

Publicity:

Jim Cook. Alexander
McClintock, Jeff Robertson,
Rita Marlow".

Owen Meyer
Membership:
Bookstall:
....Ian Anderson“
Branch Rep. to Headquarters: ...Rachel Wilton
Central Council of Physical Recreation:
Marie J amieson“
Hon. Archivist:
lris Anderson“
Southeast Group:
Simon Wales
Combined Societies:
Simon Wales
.................................

..............................

...........

...........................

.

.....................

‘Indicates

a

non-Executive Committee member.

\\\\-\\

Branch Web Site
.scdlontlnn.frecservecn uk

Objects
(a) To

of the

Society

preserve and further the practice
traditional Scottish Country Dances.

of

(b) To promote and encourage the formation of
Branches.

BULLETIN 2000
THE

expected Bulletin is still running late from
HQ. We hope London (first) Branch Members

will be

receiving it with this mailing of “The
Reel". If not, it will be distributed with the next
mailing. In its absence, you are reminded that
booking forms are available from HQ for the St.
Andrews Summer School (15th July
12th
August 2001). Please enclose a stamped s.a.e.
Application forms must reach HQ by [St March
2001.
—

SORRY
Due to

surfeit of material, many articles await
publication. Thank you to contributors who are
still

a

waiting.
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(c) To provide,

or assist in
providing, special
education or instruction in the practice of
Scottish Country Dances.

(d)

To

promote/publish by all available means
information and music relating to Scottish

Country Dancing and in particular to
publish, or cause to be published
descriptions of Scottish Country Dances
with music and diagrams in simple form and
at moderate price.
(e) To collect books, manuscripts, illustrations
and other memorabilia relating to Scottish
Country Dancing and to the Society.
(0

to do such other things as are or
be considered by the Society to be
incidental or conducive to the attainment of
the objects above stated or any of them.

Generally,
may

CHANGE, BUT AT A PACE WE CAN COPE WITH
Of course, it is not just the music we play that
influences us, but also the other musicians we
listen to. Beside the “usual suspects” on the SDB
scene, we are all avid musical consumers.
Involvement in Folk Festivals gives an
opportunity to hear the best of other cultures.
Among our favourites would have to be some of
the great Irish and American musicians we have
heard, but there is always room for something
entirely different. I well remember at one festival
that after finishing our own evening dance we
spent a wild and exhilarating couple of hours at a
Cajun dance. If you want excitement, give it a try
sometime!
The second factor is our determination to create
a sound which is identifiably our own. The key to
this is the fact that Sound Company is fiddle-led
and proud of it! So many bands either have no
fiddle at all (shame!) or have a fiddle fighting a
losing battle against the might of the accordion
(double shame!). Our preferred balance between
the fiddle and accordion gives the band a lighter
sound, scope to experiment with counter-melodies
and a real opportunity for the two instruments to
complement each other. It may be a little
unorthodox, but this is what many identify with
Sound Company and makes us different.
The third factor is friendship. Over the last 10
years, many people – musicians, dancers or
neither – have become good friends. This is
surely one of the main reasons for playing. Let’s
face it – it is hardly likely to be the money!
Friendship with other musicians is particularly
welcome. Here in the South it is easy to feel
isolat- ed from the goings-on in Scotland, so we
have made a habit of regular trips over the Border
to meet musicians and renew old friendships. We
have been touched by the generosity and warmth
shown to us – hospitality, new tunes and the feeling that we are members of a wider musical
fraternity.
In 2000, we were delighted to make our third
visit to the Shetland Accordion and Fiddle
Festival – an event at which there is more musical
talent than one might believe possible. So why
invite Sound Company? I guess our Southern
origin makes us a curiosity. Perhaps it is because
we do not pretend to be Scottish. We just do our
own thing and enjoy doing it!
Next comes variety. Call me a heretic, but
wouldn’t life be boring if there was only Scottish
music and dance? Our repertoire has a wide base,
and that also goes for the kind of events we like to
play for.
Outside the regular round of SCD events and
ceilidhs, one of our favourite bookings is the
Sidmouth Folk Festival in August. Here, a typical
morning session may start with a Playford
workshop which allows a much greater range of
expression and musical freedom than the average
Scottish Country Dance where three rhythms –
jig, strathspey and reel – prevail. Next may come
an American dance workshop where again we
have the chance to let our hair down and enjoy the
different discipline required to play for contras
and squares. The astute among you may make a
connection here to the American and Canadian
tunes which appeared on our last two CDs.
The final factor is fun – there was even an
argument for putting it first. People often
comment that we look as though we enjoy our
music. Sure do – dance music is meant to lift the
spirits and there is nothing better than playing for
an appreciative crowd intent on having a good
time.
So what’s in a name? Are we Sound Company,
or Sound Company? We’d like to think we are
both, but above all, we are three people who
enjoy the music and friendship that comes from
working together.
Ian Robertson
[Do contact Ian for tickets to the Concert and
Ceilidh he is organising in Wendover on 9/10th
March. See page 5 for details. Ed.]

THE Society is on the threshold of major change.
After years of debate in the Executive Council, a
Strategic Plan and now a report from the
Management and Membership Working Party, it
seems there is general acceptance (though perhaps
not the universal agreement claimed by the
Working Party) that responsibility for managing
the Society’s affairs should be in the hands of a
small Management Board rather than the large
Executive Council we have at present. This is
welcome news.
The Executive Council, comprising a representative from each Branch, works well as a forum
for passing information from Headquarters to
Branches and for Headquarters to receive
feedback on its activities, but as an executive it is
hopeless. With more than a hundred people
present it operates like an AGM with speeches,
motions and votes. There is no real discussion,
little opportunity to consider issues in their
broader context and no room for compromise. It
meets only twice a year so decision making is
painfully slow and it takes a long time for
individual representatives to get up to speed. Add
the travel and administrative costs involved in
getting all these people together and we have a
pretty inefficient system. What should be put in
its place?
The Management and Membership Working
Party have made some helpful proposals: an
eleven strong, directly elected Management Board
meeting six times a year with a proportion of its
members standing down each year, supported by
three directly elected Standing Committees each
with its own sub-committees. I have some
reservations about the last point, preferring a
flatter structure with more Standing Committees,
including youth and music, to reduce
bureaucracy, but generally I am enthusiastic about
these ideas. To compensate for losing their
representation on an Executive Council it is
suggested that Branches should have their own
Convention to make recommendations to the
Management Board. This in my view is essential
because it is Branches that conduct the real
business of the Society, running dances and
classes, so they must be involved somehow in the
decision making process.
So far so good but the Working Party have
gone on to argue that, as well as changing the
management structure of the Society, we must
also change the rules for conducting elections and
move to one member one vote. Fair enough in
principle, except that the Working Party believe
that the cost of this would be unacceptable to
many members. They have therefore proposed a
two tier membership: a lower level for those who
‘just want to dance” and are presumed not to be
interested in subscription books and voting rights,
and a higher level who would enjoy the full range
of membership services and the right to vote. The
Working Party have not published any costs, but
figures I have heard mentioned are £5 a year for
the lower level and £30 a year for the higher
level, which it seems even life members would be
expected to pay if they wanted to vote in Society
elections or sit on its Committees.
Not surprisingly, and as the Working Party
acknowledge, the proposal for a two-tier membership has met with hostility in many quarters. The
discussion group at the AGM in Troon was
generally against the idea and members of the
Executive Council, especially those representing
overseas Branches, have forecast that very few
people would take out the higher level of
membership. I would be surprised if more than
10% of London Branch members paid the higher
rate. And of the rest how many would bother to
pay the lower rate if there was no tangible benefit
for doing so? A two-tier membership would lead
almost certainly to a reduction in the overall
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number of members. There are other dangers in
the proposal:
1. The financial implications are not clear. I note
from the Working Party’s report that the Finance
Committee will give a “good estimate” of
subscription levels depending on the services
provided. Until we have these figures and an
understanding of the number of members required
to make the subscription book and bulletin viable,
it is hard to know whether this is the direction we
want the Society to take.
2. The bond between Branches and Headquarters
will be weakened. It is likely that some Branches
will have no voting members in future and in
many places there could be so few voting
members that the sense of belonging to a
worldwide family of dancers is lost,. There will
be nothing to differentiate Branches from
Affiliated Groups.
3. The dancers least likely to pay the higher rate
are students, other youngsters and families who
are the ones we claim to be so anxious to recruit
and involve in Society business. True, they may
join at the lower rate but what will induce them to
cross over into full membership? They will enjoy
their dancing at local level ignorant of the wider
advantages that the RSCDS brings.
4. In the past the Society was criticised for being
elitist, often unfairly, but the image was
damaging. Much has been done to counter that
accusation, yet we are contemplating an
institutionalised elitism in a two-tier membership
system. Instinctively I feel that we are being
offered the chance to buy votes and influence.
The new elite will not be the best teachers or the
most enthusiastic dancers, but the ones with cash.
5. The Society will lose its character of a mass
membership, worldwide organisation. There will
be many fewer full, or “real”, members of the
Society, and those that remain will be more
heavily concentrated in the U.K.
There are potentially far-reaching consequences
in the membership system proposed by the
Working Party, and without more information and
more debate about the future direction of the
Society I would be unwilling to support it. So
does that mean that changes to the management
structure must be delayed? No, because I fail to
see why changes to the management structure
have to be coupled with changes in our electoral
arrangements. I agree we should aim for a system
of one member one vote but it will take time to
work through the practicalities. In the meantime
there is an urgent requirement to create the
Management Board. Without it the Society will
fail to make significant progress on the twelve
objectives of the Strategic Plan simply because
the current Executive Council cannot operate
strategically.
We currently have a system of Branch delegates
voting at an AGM. It is not perfect but in an
indirect way everyone gets a say, and no one has
suggested that decisions reached at the AGM
have been unfair or unrepresentative. It is the
method used to elect the Chairman and Vice
Chairman and it could be used to elect the
Management Board and its Standing Committees,
which I suggest to start with should be the six
Standing Committees we have at present. The
Executive Council would disappear to be replaced
by the Branch Convention. Once in place the
Management Board will be able to tackle the
issues facing the Society including membership
arrangements and, where necessary, put forward
to the AGM proposals for further change. That
way we can move ahead on matters where there is
already general agreement (small Management
Board) and pend for another day ideas that have
not yet been fully worked through (two-tier
membership). The alternatives are to do nothing
and thereby fail to grip the issues raised in the
Strategic Plan or to take a leap in the dark and
risk damaging some of the defining characteristics
of the RSCDS.
Andrew Kellett

ROUND AND ABOUT —
COOK GOES CUCKOO!
KUCKUCKSNEST COURSE
22nd – 26th November 2000
WHERE can 32 mainly advanced dancers lock
themselves away in a country retreat with a top
teacher for a 5 day course? Perhaps the village of
Vollmerz near Schlüchtern, 50 miles northeast of
Frankfurt (Main) in the Spessart area of Germany,
may not immediately spring to mind. But this is
the home of the Kuckucksnest, run by Carola
Tress and Michael Fischer. Carola tells their
story:
The Kuckucksnest was originally the local pub in the
little village of Vollmerz. The actual pub bit was only a
part of the building as was usual in earlier times, the
rest comprising a bakery, a stable for a horse and a
couple of cows, a pig sty and, most important for us, a
proper “purpose built” dance hall with plenty of
windows and a good floor. Although dancing nowadays
seems to have withered away here to sitting in
discotheques eyeing up the “other side” with the
occasional disco-fox for a bit of physical contact, we
are told by the more elderly villagers that in the “good
old days” when they were young our dance hall was
definitely the place to be on a Saturday night and the
setting for “many a wild scene”.
In those times it wasn’t called Kuckucksnest but was
generally known by the name of the owner. When he
retired it lost both licence and name. For a few years it
was lived in by a group of young artists and musicians
who made music recordings (and used the hall for
roller-skating!), but then they moved away and the
building was left empty.
It was in this state – empty and very dilapidated, but
with a certain special charm – that we discovered it and
decided to try to restore it again. Admittedly the
extremely beautiful countryside around Vollmerz wasn’t
the only reason for the choice of area. At that time (12
years ago) the WALL still divided Germany and
reduced the value (and price) of buildings in the vicinity
considerably. Three years after moving here the wall
was demolished and we were suddenly almost in the
centre of Germany which is very convenient for gettogethers, meetings and courses!
After much thought we decided on the name
Cuckoo’s Nest. Since cuckoos don’t build nests it is
free to interpretation and change, but at the same time
it expresses our intention of providing plenty of “nest
warmth and nourishment” for our guests. Built on three
sides of a paved open sitting area it almost has a nestshape form as you look up at it from the main part of
the village below.
But what has this to do with SCD? A great deal
indeed. Having taught at a variety of events around
Germany, and become familiar with all the problems
incurred at the various venues (distance between hall,
accommodation and meals, state of hall floor, poor
sound equipment, slow service in restaurants, etc.), I
longed for a venue really suited to SCD courses:
Dance hall, dining rooms and sleeping
accommodation/showers all under one roof, a good
kitchen so that meals can be freshly cooked and
provided “on time” to fit the breaks, and also a nice
garden to relax in especially on hot summer
afternoons. However to bridge the gap between the
Kuckucksnest as we first saw it and this idyllic picture
required a great deal of imagination and an incredible
amount of hard work. In fact I have to admit that we
would never have succeeded had it not been for the
amazing number of Scottish Country Dancers who
were so filled with enthusiasm (and pity for us) that
they popped up at all hours of the day and night to
assist us physically and morally without even being
asked! The local building authorities did wonder slightly
why most of the “workers” travelled vast distances (I
would especially like to mention Tina Helms, our
architect, who came all the way from North Germany to
advise us and provide plans), and were obliged to
accept the unusual explanation that they were all
Scottish dancers! In the course of renovation there
were many occasions for being thankful that the locals,

and especially the neighbours, are a friendly and
tolerant lot who accept things as they are. Men in kilts
with rucksacks alighting from the bus are kindly
directed our way without having to say a word as
almost everybody who isn’t local and doesn’t quite fit
the picture of a “normal” German.
After the first year of intensive renovation work we
ventured to offer our first SCD course just for friends –
four days over Easter. The house was far from finished
but everybody was keen not to wait any longer. It really
was chaotic but enormous fun. The beds consisted of
mattresses on the floor wherever there was space, we
cooked in our little flat part since the kitchen was still
non-existent, and the new varnish on the hall floor
hadn’t dried as quickly as expected so that everyone
was slightly “high” after the first evening. Anyone
arriving early was given a paintbrush, screwdriver or
bucket of plaster as appropriate and put to work. The
warming-up exercises (skip-change round the room)
were done around a long ladder on which a dancer was
determinedly putting the final touches to the beamed
ceiling! Anyway, in spite of the chaos everyone wanted
to know when the next course would be, so we
alternated between dancing courses and intensive
renovation sessions throughout the year. Gradually a
whole variety of different sorts of groups (choirs,
theatre, schools, yoga and religious/spiritual) got to
hear about the house and started coming as well, and
the house itself gained steadily in comfort Now we
have a total of 32 beds in 12 bedrooms and a holiday
apartment. All have wash basins and are simply but
comfortably furnished with natural wood beds and
furniture. The original pub room is used as a dining
room and has been carefully restored to keep its
character with dark panelling and fitted benches. Other
group rooms for meeting and relaxing have been
added and the kitchen is well equipped and the centre
(and perhaps soul) of the house.
Over the years we have also gradually built up a
very keen group of about 30 Scottish Country Dancers
who meet here for a two-hour class every Monday
evening. This and the subsequent visit to the pub are
one of the highlights of the week and a really good gettogether of friends. To mark our 10th anniversary we
hired the town hall in Schlüchtern for a ball which was

the course. This is not a disadvantage but all part
of the fun.
On Thursday morning the hard work began
under the tuition of Bob Grant of Edinburgh with
the music of Stefan Schatz from the Stuttgart area.
Enjoyable classes took place daily between
breakfast and lunchtime. There was then free time
until afternoon teatime after which, apart from
Saturday, a further class took place before dinner.
Each evening was devoted to social dancing, revisiting many of the dances taught during the day.
During the Saturday evening dance, course
member Stefan Barthel of Erlangen taught us a
six-couple version of Ian Powrie’s Farewell to
Auchterarder. Stefan said that Andrew Dewdney
devised this to save two couples sitting out when
IPFTA was being danced. London Branch
members will remember Andrew, who danced
with the Demonstration Team, and whose work
took him to Erlangen a few years ago where he is
now a leading light in the local SCD Society.
After dancing each night, we adjourned to one
of the common rooms to sing (from the
Kuckucknest’s Anglo-German song book), read,
play board games or just chat and drink. In
anticipation of late evenings (or early mornings)
breakfast time officially became later as the
course progressed. 10 a.m. breakfast on Sunday
was welcome after ending the previous day at 3
a.m.!
The problem with the few hours free time
between lunch and afternoon tea, is that the lure
of the cakes dissuades one from lingering on
one’s excursions. However, one can easily
accommodate local walks to the neighbouring
village of Ramholz, with its castle and other old
buildings, or uphill to the ruins of Steckelsburg
Castle with its viewpoint. The longer Saturday
afternoon break permits a trip to Steinau, where
the Brothers Grimm grew up, an historic town
with a marionette theatre. That afternoon
“Pinnochio” was showing, appealing to adults,
children and editors alike.
Most participants were dancers from many parts
of Germany. This time Sheila Roberts, a reader of
“The Reel” who runs the dancing group in
Strasbourg, and I were the exceptions.
However, such is the small world of Scottish
Dancing, we all mostly knew everyone else
beforehand. Indeed this was one of those
special occasions when all the right people
were in the right place at the same time and the
whole course was a treat.
Carola Tress and Jim Cook

2001 EVENTS
1-4 March & 20-23 September: Beginners (with
some experience) and Intermediate SCD Course
(in German) taught by Carola (DM240).
It’s hard work at the Kuckucknest! Dancers enjoy a break

so popular that we are planning another one for the
coming year. Business has picked up and the large
variety of different groups for which we cater keeps us
on our toes. However we still have time for outings in
the beautiful countryside with our two Icelandic horses,
and always find time for a cup of tea and a chat when
friends drop by.
For groups interested in booking the house we have
a homepage with further information and photos at:
www.kuckucksnest.com. This also includes our
Scottish Country and Highland course programme with
information on six courses of varying standards.
So, on the evening of Wednesday 22nd
November last, your intrepid editor arrived in
time for dinner followed by social dancing
conducted by Carola, thus quickly encapsulating
two main features of the Kuckucknest – good
food and dancing.
Accommodation is in up to four-bedded rooms
and, to share the load, everybody helped in setting
up and clearing up after two meals each during
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12-16 April: Easter Intermediate/Advanced
SCD Course (in English) taught by Derek
Haynes, Carnforth (DM300).
19-22 April; Beginners/Advanced Highland
Course (in English) taught by Derek Haynes
(DM240).
(To explore the area between 16-19 April, extra
nights B&B (DM25) can be added to the April
courses).
11-15 July: Intermediate/Advanced Course SCD
including Ball on 14th July (in English, if
necessary) taught by Carola and Rudi Spägele
(DM280). (The Ball can be attended on its own
(DM35)).
21-25 November: Advanced SCD Course (in
English) taught by Allison Russell, Ayr (DM300).
Full details available from Carola Tress at the
Kuckucksnest, Ramholzer Strasse 2, 36381
Schlüchtern-Vollmerz, Germany; Tel: ++49 6664
8246; Fax: ++49 6664 919663; E-mail:
kuckucksnest@gmx.de.

—

LONDONERS ABROAD

Ana'. staying in Germany, thank you Brian and
Marion Pierson of the Craydon and District
Branch for sending me a review of the last
Weekend."

Rechberg

29th October 2000
HAVING read about the International Scottish
Country Dance Weekend for Advanced Dancers
in “The Reel” No 231, we decided to travel by
—

stopping with friends in Belgium en route on
Thursday. We left Brussels early Friday
morning, drove through Luxembourg, France and
into Germany and, 600 miles afier leaving
London. were winding our way up the hills from
Schwabisch Gmund into the village of Rechberg
in the early evening sunshine.
car

the

We checked into

our

guest house and, afier

a

reviving dinner and beer served by members of
the Tamburin Scottish Dancers, enjoyed an

evening
Derek

class

dramatically

led

by

our

teacher

Haynes and beautifully accompanied by

Jennifer Wilson on piano. Dancers arrived from
all over Europe, were of a consistently high
standard and danced with much vigour. Eye

although the giving
of hands in Strathspey reels appeared to be
totally absent.
The Saturday classes started early at 9.00 am.
and the dancing was held in the nearby
Community Hall which was cantilevered out
from the hillside and fully glazed with
outstanding views over southwest Germany.
contact was very

noticeable

Coffee/beer breaks and Strudel delicacies were
most
welcome between the strenuous and
mentally challenging sessions which continued
alter an excellent lunch until 3.30 pm. Your
editor led a group of us up the hills to the castle,
church and a local hostelry for refreshment
where passers by were most interested to see
in
hikers
kilts
and
were
issued
with
complimentary copies of“The Reel”!
The evening Ball was outstanding with Sound
music.
The
Company
providing superb
and
enthusiasm
applause of the dancers
demanded many encores and Derek’s Black
Mountain Reel was danced three time before we
tucked into a magnificent buffet. The second half
appropriately commenced with Jennifer‘s Jig and
the Ball finished at 1.00 am. It was indeed
fortunate that we could at least put the clocks
back one hour before we started the final session
on

Sunday morning.

We would like to thank Karen Schnabl and the
Tamburin dancers and their helpers for such an

enjoyable

and

demanding

dancing, pipes. Highland.
yes. there
just another
—

distinctly

ACCORDION TUITION

dancing, singing

many activities to try. Well,
of that fruity Sauvignon

were so

sip.

.

..

on
their Belgian
this rate, our pas de
basque would be less than crisp. our covering
somewhat ragged. our strathspeys lacking in
control?
Our readers need not fear. Afler the local train
tipped us out in Ghent the frosty air and a long,
tedious bus journey restored us to clarity long
before we arrived at our hotel in the cobbled
heart of Ghent.
In the evening there followed a magical. albeit
freezing, tour of the town church spires rearing
up all around, medieval wooden bridges full of
shadows, intricate Renaissance guild houses
lining the glinting canals. We learned about
Ghent’s prosperous medieval past based on the
cloth
its
industrious
its
trade,
people,
architectural heritage (16 museums, 5 abbeys. 6
castles. IO churches!) and its network of canals
and islands. This cultural feast was followed by
an excellent,
typical Belgian meal during which
we got to
know our ever-obliging host and
organizer Carine Pace-Luyckx.
On Saturday morning we arrived at our
bustling dance venue. Would-be pipers and
drummers clattered off down corridors, Highland

poor

impression

counterparts: surely,

at

—

hopefuls spiralled

Yvonne McGuinness,

.....

The reader may suspect at this point that their
London representatives were going to make a
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PROFESSIONAL
Irish

LBCA,

ABCA

(Teaching Diploma)
highly regarded in the UK as a teacher and
performer, has vacancies at

THE ECOSSE MUSIC STUDIO
of which she is principal
Yvonne specialises in all Graded and
Diploma Examinations, and will be pleased
to deal with any enquiries.
Please telephone or write to her at the studio.
THE ECOSSE MUSIC STUDIO
1

(ir‘cermn) s. lllllt‘hlt‘) “nod. fisher,
Surrey KT|0 00H.
Telephone: 020 8398 (I799

Geoffre

(Tailor)

Highlan Crafts Ltd.
KIL

RS & WEAVERS

Probably the best Highland Outfitters in

(3%
3-,.

upstairs, country dancers
were swooped upon by their teachers.
Eventually
calm prevailed and the long day began. We need
not have feared about English reputations. since
the contingent of teachers from the UK.
Owen
Meyer and Grace Hill (Country Dancing) and
Malcolm Ferris-Lay (Highland)
dazzled their
Belgian students....and us! Our own class was
very lucky to have the sparkling music of Lilian
away

The World.

Hugo selection of Traditional &
Altomotivo Outfit Styles.

From broocon “In or mm to tho
oxclulr'vo 2h, contury Idltl rang.

Weaver: of

our own worsted
wool 16/1 7oz tor-ton.

”The ultimate

for gum kiln."

quoin Discounted
org/17ozPackages.

—

run PC em Inc

Io» 2:

Ladies Kilt: & Kiltod Skirts

—

FOR ALL YOUR HIGHLAND
DRESS REQUIREMENTS.
PLEASE ENOUIRE ABOUT
SCOTTISH DANCE
SOCIETY DISCOUNT:
CONTACT EDINBURGH
ADDRESS FOR MAIL ORDER
&

Linden and Peter Macfarlane. who also provided
the music at the immaculately planned evening
ball.

Exhausted, but exhilarated.

we

wandered home

BROCHURE

through the moon-lit streets. One of our party felt
impelled to demonstrate the Strathspey setting
step across the glistening cobbles.
On the Sunday morning there followed further
classes.
coffee
and
more
outstanding
conversation with our Belgian hosts. Farewells.
promises to meet again. lunch in a canal-side

SAMPLES.

.

restaurant

and then home

on

the Eurostar. A

stimulating and excellently organised weekend.
we agreed, Somehow. we hadn’t
quite managed
to

fit in all ofthose

weekend

extra

activities.
Rosalind Zuridis
.

..

Brian and Marion Pierson

[The

Rechberg International Advanced
takes place from 26-28th October 2001

next

Weekend

The Black Rose Ceilidh Band

and will be the 30!h Anniversary of the event.
Jim Rae will be teaching and Pat Clark, Keith
Smith and Green Ginger will provide the music.
Please
7355 7

contact

Karin Schnabl.

Mutlangen,

Kaissering 23.

Germany if

you are
advanced dancer who would like to receive
invitation in

from

Paisley,

Scot/and

Wendover Memorial Hall, Wharf Road
Wendover

Dan
an

Friday 9th March 2001 (8 11.30 pm.)
Er Saturday 10th March 2001 (7.30 11 pm.)
on

May. Ed. ]

—

-

London Branch members also go to Belgium to
dance and teach:

DANCING IN GHENT
lOth

—

Now in its fifth year. this event oflers a unique chance in the South of
England to hear Scotland‘s finest Bands.
Expect the unexpected with this year's versatile 5-pieee band. Led by Alasdair MacCuish, the Black Rose Ceilidh

Band is without doubt one of the best in the business and we are delighted to have persuaded them to
South for two very special nights. Fiddle-lovers will not be disappointed with Archie McAlister.

come

Each

12th November 2000

A FEW

gallant London RSCDS dancers sallied
forth to spend a weekend’s dancing in Ghent.
organized by the town’s Flemish Caledonian
Society. We knew the name ofthe organisers. the
location of the dancing and our hotel address
and not much else. The pleasingly vague outlines
of our venture were further blurred by a delicious
bottle of wine consumed on our speedy Eurostar
trip to Brussels. We chatted animatedly. Country

—

night will follow our tried and tested formula. An hour or so of the band in concert will give you the chance
enjoy the full range of their talents, free from the rigours of strict tempo dance music. After a brief interval,
there will be dancing through to the end of the night. As always it will he the kind of social
dancing that
everyone can enjoy. Plenty of simple set dances like Strip the Willow and Dashing White Sergeant and a few
couple dances Gay Gordons, Boston Two—Step, St Ber-nerds Waltz and much more! All dances will be called
through, so beginners, don't be shy!
to

fickets £7 each night
Licensed bar
Tickets and further information (SAE please] from Ian 8 Ann Robertson, Tel: 01296 630682
418 London Road, Aston Clinton, Bucks HP22 5HL
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SIR JIMMY SHAND MBE
JIMMY Shand died, aged 92, in Perth Royal
Infirmary on the morning of Saturday 23rd
December 2000. Such was the esteem in which he
was held that by 6.30 p.m. that evening several of
his friends had travelled from Edinburgh and
Dundee to Aberdeen to take part in a programme
in his memory, hosted by Robbie Shepherd.
Tributes were paid by Freeland Barbour, Jim
Johnstone and others. There was a telephone linkup with Ian Powrie in Australia.
Jimmy made his first two “78s” in 1934 and by
the time EPs came in he had recorded over 200
78s. He went on to make over 30 LPs. Some of
his earlier recordings are now available on a CD.
In his heyday he played for Scottish Country
Dances throughout the United Kingdom,
including London Branch Dances in the ’50s and
’60s. In November 1957, 578 dancers were at
Seymour Hall; Jimmy’s last dance at Seymour
Hall was on 16th November 1962.
As well as playing for Scottish Country
Dancing Jimmy was equally at home leading a
“Show Band”, joining up with Moira Anderson,
Kenneth McKellar, Andy Stewart and many other
Scottish artistes. Those of us over a certain age
will never forget his appearances on television in
“The White Heather Club” and “The Kilt is my
Delight”. He played to large audiences in theatres
in Scotland and England. I last heard him in
Fairfield Hall, Croydon. Thousands turned out to
see and hear the great man when he toured
Canada, USA, New Zealand and Australia.
In 1955 his recording of the Bluebell Polka,
which was not in fact composed by him, hit the
charts and he appeared in “Top of the Pops”. In
1978 he was a subject on “This is your Life”.
Jimmy was a prolific composer and many of his
tunes are in the repertoire of present day bands.
The Society chose one of his tunes as the original
for Alyth Burn in Book 22.
It may be a cliché but it can surely be said that
Sir Jimmy Shand was indeed a legend in his own
lifetime.
Jimmy’s most recent biography “The Jimmy
Shand Story” by Ian Cameron was published by
The Scottish Cultural Press as recently as 1998. It
is full of anecdotes and not a few tributes by other
Scottish artistes and musicians. There is an earlier
biography by David Phillips written in 1976 but it
is now out of print.
John Laurie
[Thank you, John. John’s next “New
Recordings” article will appear in the next issue.
Ed.]

ROSELATH CROSS
Recorded in ‘Stone Crosses in Mid Cornwall’
by Andrew Langdon and ‘Ancient Crosses of
Cornwall’ by Mary Henderson as the
TRETHEW CROSS, LANLIVERY
Circa 11th C. Map reference SX 07345880
WHAT is The Roselath Cross, the inspiration for
the dance of that name that appears in the
Millennium Book 41?
These Ancient Granite Crosses were placed as
markers or prayer stops at hilltops, track
junctions, etc., by early Celtic Christian Pilgrims
from Ireland and Wales who crossed the Bristol
Channel to the North Cornish Coast, and then
walked South to Fowey where they embarked on
ships for France and thence over the Pyrenees to
Spain. This ancient 26 mile track across Cornwall
now known as ‘THE SAINT’S WAY’ was used
by Bronze and Iron Age Traders who preferred
the land route from Padstow to Fowey rather than
risk the dangerous waters off Lands End.
Roselath or Trethew was on Church Path
between the main church at Lanlivery via the

farms of Roselath and Gready to the Priory of
Tywardreath a few miles from Fowey. This
hilltop cross stands on the public footpath ½ mile
South West of Roselath Farm.
In the early 1900s the Vicar of Lanlivery. the
Rev’d W.E. Wynne discovered the head of the
granite cross lying near the original base, and this
was illustrated by Langdon in 1906. Despite
searches in the area by various historians the shaft
of the cross could not be found and was probably
‘recycled’ as a gatepost or lintel. It was
considered that a new shaft would detract from
the character of such an ancient cross, and
therefore when it was re-erected on 11th October
1941 the Head was cemented onto the Base.
Father Wynne, who had also been responsible
for the restoration of another cross in the area,
visited the Trethew Cross the following day and
on his return wrote:- ‘The view from the stile at
Trethew repaid me for climbing the hill. The
distant hills in the evening sunshine looked very
beautiful, so that I was glad and elevated – in
every meaning of the word’.

notification of events across the region, including
details of the date, venue, band, ticket price,
contact and the dance programme. Covering such
a large area, not every dance will interest
everyone on the list, but deleting distant functions
is as simple as one click of the delete key.
By submitting the details of your dance you
will very quickly reach hundreds of people who
might otherwise never hear about it. Even if you
only get a few extra people along, after hearing
about it from the e-mail, it will have been
worthwhile, especially as it is a completely free
service!
If you wish to have your name added to the list,
or have details of your function distributed, email: me on tuesday@craigellachie.demon.co.uk.
Dance details may be altered so that they go out
in a standard format – e-mail me for further
inform- ation. If you would like to have your
dance advertised, but have not got access to email, I will accept details by post to: Graham
Hamilton 31 Boundary Road, Eastcote, Pinner,
Middlesex HA5 1PW, but as this means I would
need to re-type the details I would much prefer
them sent by e-mail wherever possible.
Graham Hamilton

READY…AND!

Access: The easiest route is to follow the signs
from the A30 or A39 to the ‘EDEN PROJECT’.
This is about 2 miles west of Luxulyan. Follow
signs to Luxulyan and Lanlivery. One mile after
Luxulyan Church the road bends sharp left, and
facing you is a track, the entrance to Trethew
farm, and a footpath sign ‘Lanlivery ¾ mile’.
(Limited parking available at this point). Follow
the waymarked footpath alongside the hedge to a
stile over the Cornish bank (overgrown, secateurs
useful), then cross the next field alongside the
hedge, to ‘The Roselath Cross’. Continuing on
towards Lanlivery the stile in the immediate area
of the cross is very overgrown, and there are
many brambles on the path side of the wire field
fence. The stile at Roselath Farm is also
somewhat overgrown, but the path improves soon
after passing the Farm and the last section is well
used and clear of obstructions, terminating at the
road next to the pub in Lanlivery .
Roselath is the name of Henrietta Vosper’s
home near Saltash (the dance devisor), but she
does not know its origin.
Val and John Thorne

EMAIL-A-PROGRAMME
SERVICE
A NEW free service is now available allowing
details of forthcoming Scottish dances in the
South-East of England to be sent direct to your
desktop via e-mail. This form of communication
has become the most convenient way to contact
people quickly and easily and the concept of emailing dance details was pioneered at the
Summer Tuesday dances at Pont St. The mailing
list from the Summer Tuesdays, which forms the
basis of the new general functions list, now
numbers some 70 addresses and more names are
being added all the time.
By subscribing to the list you will receive
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IN managing without a live musician, a teacher
wishing to teach the details of steps and
formations has always had to compromise, but
neither counting bars nor the use of one track,
cueing in the dancers as necessary, is entirely
satisfactory. This recording by Muriel Johnstone
contains those short bursts of music for which a
live musician is so useful, and in 78 tracks
features a comprehensive range of rhythms (from
reel to Highland etc.), speeds and barrings. There
are also combinations, some of which might even
start you thinking of new exercises. The last three
tracks feature Music for Movement and Dancing
in Recreation Classes and Schools – I am curious
to find out more.
The fact that there are 78 tracks might in itself
present a problem, unless either you plan
carefully and programme your CD player, use a
remote control, have a handy assistant, or are very
nifty with the forward and back keys. The layout
does help with, for example, 8 bars slow reel
followed by 16 bars reel (speeding up), then
bursts of reel at full speed. The range of speeds
gives everything you might wish for, although the
“normal” speed strathspey, whilst fine for more
advanced dancers, may be a little slow for less
experienced dancers.
The playing is beautiful, almost without
exception. It is odd therefore to find one or two
tracks that might have been re-taken. Tune
selection cannot be faulted and in itself provides a
lesson to aspiring musicians wanting to know
what to play for step practice. Muriel gets to let
her hair down with one set of her own jigs (8 x
32) and some sets of waltzes.
The main value of this CD has to be to
encourage the class to listen to the music and
understand how and when to start and stop. So
many dancers, when asked to dance 8 or 16 bars,
will over-shoot. Here you can even give them
only 6 bars of music for their reels of three. If you
have the wherewithal to programme your machine
and can get used to somebody else saying
“Ready…and” then you will find this a valuable
and unique addition to your teaching armoury.
Jeremy and Grace Hill
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Evening

CALLERS VERY WELCOME

a an

62/65 Great Russell Street,

PAUL & JACKIE YELDHAM

Phone 01449 612203

an

from Scotland.

10% disc.

on

production of RSCDS membership card

BRANCH DANCES
Saturday

24th

February

2001

7.00-11.30 p.m.
Wandsworth Civic Suite

7.00

College Hornpipe

McAlpin
Argyll's Fancy

24

7

-

................................

..........

Canongate

The Diamond Jubilee

.

31

.....

9

..........................

-

Wedding
Fancy

.

10

-

-

The Reel ofthe Slst Division
MacDonald ofthe lsles

...................

Fraser’s Favourite
Culla Bay

35

-

41 -2
38- 3

........................................

The Duke and Duchess of Edinburgh

........

39

-

Robin Ellis and his Band
Nice to See You

Canongate.
Jig

The Dhoon
The
..

.....................................

Newton Park

................

Wedding.

Mary Douglas

Nurseryman

7

Flying Scotsman

Eightsome

10-11

...............................

Cumberland Reel
The

on

The Barmkin
The

Dashing

.........................

Sergeant

5-11

Graded 22

.....................................

White

5 for 82

..........

Goldring

.....................

3-2

Admission £1.50 at the door.
Refreshments and souvenirs on sale
Parents and teachers welcome.

price.

non-members £14.00. On door: members £14.00,
non-members £16.00.

The price includes a welcome drink. but not
refreshments. Dancers are encouraged to get
together and tables will be provided for parties.
Alternatively, tables will be set aside for those
not part of groups.
Those with

Highland/evening wear are
encouraged to wear it.

We had

Saturday 19th May 2001

020 8777 8915.

Admission: In advance. RSCDS members £12.00

7.00 —10.30 pm.
St. Columba’s Church Hall, Pont

.............................................

Saturday
700

S-Locomotion
Muirland Willie
Seann Truibhas Willichan
.....

24th March

10.30 pm.
St. Columba’s Church Hall. Pont Street. SW1.
Robin Ellis and his Band
Good Hearted Glasgow
Knapman
The White Cockade
5-11
18-4
Lady Louisa Macdonald’s Strathspey.

Drewry

..

..

..

.......................................

......

The

Starry—Eyed Lassie
Dalkeith’s Strathspey
The Music Will Tell You

.23-11

....................

Polharrow Burn

11-5

Drewry

.............................................

Jimmy's Fancy
Kendall’s

The children‘s tests take place on 10th
February and as soon as the results come
through they'll be published in “The Reel".
Angela Young

............

Jennifer’s Jig

..

14-11

Foss
Gr 22
Leaflet 32

.............................................

Hornpipe

FOR SALE

.....................................

Mrs Milne of Kinneff.
The Clansman
Miss Milligan’s Strathspey
The Weathercock

..

Gentleman's kiltjacket, lovat tweed. 40”
chest length 26". £35. Also Lady’s or girls

32-8
Leaflet
Leeds

...........................

........................

kilt

waist 26"

Hooper’s Jig
Jimmy’s Fancy

MMM 2

...................

l4-ll

.....

Back to the Fireside

.......................................

The New

Rigged Ship
McAlpin

.....................

tartan.

Drewry

red and

oflnvermay

......................

............................................

The Wild Geese

l-l

Come Scottish

13-10

..................................................

6-1 I

price.

Bergen,
10:}.

-

Door to Door

Holland

14th

May

Sound
at

July

2001

Company

St. Columba‘s

8th

by Coach from Sevenoaks

-

15th

Flights fiom

BILLINGT

N

TRAVEL

Craigellaehie
Polesden Lacey

/
Page
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various British

airports

Travel. We look forward to seeing you!

Billington

/

White Hart Parade Riverhead
Sevenoaks Kent TN13 ZBJ
Tel: 01732 460666

Fax 01732 459243
Email

Italy

September 2001

to Verona

us at

...............................

at

Lake Levico,

2001

(Car parking available)
For details contact

.........................

Dancing

Robin Ellis and his band

ADVANCE NOTICE
BRANCH DANCES 2001
16th June 2001

£25.

01206 826843.

24-3

Admission: RSCDS members £5.00, nonmembers £6.00, children £2.00, but members’
children admitted free.

Refreshments included in the

on

9-7

Newcastle
......

white).

Ring Margaret

Refreshments included in the price.

16-2

..............

The Reel ofthe Slst Division
Drumelzier
Mrs McLeod

Admission: RSCDS members £5.00, nonmembers £6.00, children £2.00, but members’
children admitted free.

.26-10

...................

(Brown

25". Scots Hunting Brown
with overcheck of green,

Foss

........................................................

Frisky

The Birks

38—4

.....................................

................................................

Petronella

41-6

length

.........................................

Mrs MacPherson of lnveran

.....

......

dance at Pont Street

some

Sergeant!

................

Cherrybank Gardens...
Sleepie Maggie

—

29-3

Swiss Lassie

Pelorus lac

really good

great music from
“Kafoozalum”. there was good dancing and
everyone there had a great time. It would be
fantastic to see more young people there at
the next dance. to add to the noise generated
for the Dhoon and during the Dashing White

Street, SW1.

Kafoozalum
Well Done Jack

a

in November. We had

..............................................

14th

Hornpipe

..

..

26-10

MMM 1

.........................

......

The White Cockade
Kendall’s

2-12
1-11

..............................................

St. Andrew’s Fair

lO-l

Kellett
..

......

Frisky
Long Live the Queen

1978
37-7

...........

.....

on

Simon Wales

The

Reel

Graded 6

..

The

............................................

Refreshments included in the

..........................

The

Admission: RSCDS members £5.00, nonmembers £6.00, children £2.00, but members‘
children admitted free.

sale in advance from Branch teachers
and committee members, or phone

John

Fair

....41-3

.......

The Montgomeries’ Rant

Highland

The Old Man of Storr

Drewry
Drewry

.....................................

.............

....23-2

.....................................

......

Merry Reapers

The Round Reel of Eight.

10-3

London

.............................................

The Dancers’

40-3
..Children’s 1
Graded 3

......................................

............

..........

Braes of Breadalbane.
General Stuart’s Reel

The

Hall, Pont Street,

SW1.

4

Leaflet 3

....................................................

in the

Mrs Stewart’s

Alltshellach

4.30 pm.

—

St. Columba’s Church

.........

The Duchess Tree
Bratach Bana
Staflin Harvest....

Haynes

...........

Cadgers

24th March 2001

2.00

.................

9

39- 4
13- 12
l3
10
-

............................

Silver Tassie

Saturday

23-1 1

316-2

......

l

......

.......................

...............................

Scottish Reform

CHILDRENS’ DANCE

Street, SW].

Green Ginger
Starry-Eyed Lassie
The Royal Deeside Railway
The Birks of Invennay

Miss

-

41

....................

Town

3

Dix

31

...................

The Blackwater Reel

Follow Me Home

2

—

...................................................

Major Ian Stewart

-

39 8
22 5
Leaflet 15

Margaret Parker’s Strathspey

Tickets

12

-

...................................

The Earl of Mansfield

Ladies‘

3

Foss

.............

The Last ofthe Lairds

Cape

-

.Graded 23

The Robertson Rant

The Jackdaw
Cadgers in the

20

..............................

...............................................

The Red House

10.30 pm.
Hall, Pont

The

..........................................

John

—

CHILDREN? CORNER

April

St. Columba’s Church

High Street, Wandsworth, SW18
David Hall and his Band
The Wild Geese
The

let

Saturday

travel@billington1.demon.co.uk

a
9,353“

J

worldchoice

a

CLASSES

join

a

class, make

Class

friends,

new

Time

Day

ELEMENTARY

Wednesday

6.30

INTERMEDIATE |

Wednesday

7.30

INTERMEDIATE 11

Wednesday

8.15

ADVANCED

Wednesday

7.30

DEMONSTRATION

Tuesday

7.15

GENERAL

(Central)

Wednesday

2.30

GENERAL

(Greenwich)

Thursday

7.30

The

spring

beginning
All

Sunday
Tutor:

Joan

.

9.45

Marlborough School, Sloane Avenue,

SW3

9.30

St. Bamabas' 8 St.

9.15

For details contact David Hall, 020 8390 7829

David Hall / Sandra Smith

-

4.30

St. Columba's Church Hall, Pont Street, SW1

Clare Cox

-

9.30

Halstow School,

Rachel Wilton / Fiona Steedman

......................................

Kemsing Road,

enquiries about classes

to

Ann Dix l

SE10

a

half term break in the week

summer term commences

Rachel Wilton

on

in the week

TEACHING SKILLS

Edinburgh
Course Director:
Musician:

11th

February

..................

At your service
2001

Books,

David Hall

Judith Smith

places locallyfor lunch aflerwards.
These classes are for dancers wishing to improve
their dancing. Further details from Rachel Wilton,
are

Tel: 020 8858 7729.

cassettes and CDs

for Scottish Dancers

Elma McCausland

James Gray
day course will take place at the Apex
European Hotel. Haymarket. Edinburgh.
1f you are interested in attending, please obtain an
application form from HQ and return it by 3lst
December. The Jean Milligan Fund will pay the
cost oftuition and lunches only.
........................................

Mail order from Ian Anderson,
104 Whitedown Lane, Alton,

This two

.

beginning 19th February 2001.
beginning 23rd April 2001.

BRANCH BOOKSTALL

TEACHERS
—

Angela Young

020 8858 7729.

A NEW REVISION COURSE FOR
10

Meyer / Caroline Sloan

Meyer/ Gaynor Curtis / Jean Harrison
Gaynor Curtis / Jean Harrison

Phillip’s School, Pembroke Mews, W8

beginning 8th January 2001, with

Desborough
Jeremy Hill

........................................

NB. There

Owen

19th March 2001, and the

1.00 pm.
4th March 2001

...............................................

Musician:

SW3

-

Sunday 8th April 2001
Tutor."

Owen

Marlborough School, Sloane Avenue,

—

......................................

Musician:

Teacher/Musician

Marlborough School, Sloane Avenue, SW3

-

Hall, 93 Guilford Street, WCl.

am.

Location

9.15

-

TECHNIQUE CLASSES
11.00

improve your dancing and enjoy yourself.

8.00

-

—

term commenced in the week

The term ends in the week

Coram’s Fields Band

meet old friends,

Hants GU34

lQR.

Tel: 01420 84599
e-mail:

ian.g.anderson@ukgateway.net
HIGHLAND CLASSES
Thursdays 8th February
7.00

9.00 pm.
2 Regent’s Park Road.
London NW1.

Cecil
Teacher:

and 8th March 2001.

-

Sharp House.

.............................................

Musician:

........................................

David Hall

Judith Smith

£5.00 per class. Further details: David Hall.
Tel: 020 8390 7829.

15% reduction

Mme/W
For ALL Scottish recordings
At bargain prices!
10 CDs for £100 (post free UK)

Please state your Branch when

-

ordering.
RSCDS Cassettes

l Renault Road, Woodley
Reading RG5 4EY
our own

RSCDS

recordings
publications
bought by members.

-

E-mail shielbum@aol.com
Tel 0118 969 4135 Fax 0118 962 8968

Just listen to

on

and

now

£2 each while

stocks last.
N.B.: The Bookstall Stocklist is

label releases!

available

http://www.shielbum.co.uk

on

now

the Branch Website.

happy to supply
The Royal Scottish Country Dance Society
We

are

with hand-made
pure wool worsted kilts and skirts
at very special prices
Please send for

our

fully illustrated Highland

STATION ROAD

'

PITLOCHRY

Tel: 01796 472722
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-

Wear

or

Skirt

Making Brochures

PERTHSHIRE PH16 5AF

Fax: 01796 474266

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

BANDS
KAFOOZALUM COUNTRY DANCE BAND
Music for Scottish Country Dancing anywhere,
anytime. For further details and availability,
please telephone Peter Jenkins. Phone/fax: 020
8581 0359, e-mail: peter@kafoozalum.co.uk or
visit our Ceilidh website at www.kafoozalum.
co.uk.
BOB MURPHY AND HIS CALEDONIAN
DANCE BAND

Professional musicians available for Scottish/
Ballroom Dancing. 97 Erskine Road, Sutton, Surrey.
Tel: 020 8644 4744 (24 hrs) or 020 8641 4135.
THE FRANK REID SCOTTISH DANCE

BAND

Broadcasting band for Scottish Country Dances,
Reeling, Ceilidhs and Weddings. Any size of
band from one to seven with PA to match from
100 to 2000 watts. Particularly interested in any
ideas for expansion of ceilidh market. The
Park
Lane,
Granary,
Finchampstead,
RG40
e-mail:
4QL,
Wokingham,

frankreidsdb@cs.com.
Tel/Fax: 0118 932 8983.
PETER MACFARLANE (fiddle)
and LILIAN LINDEN (piano)
Scottish Dance Band (2- or 3-piece) for Dances,
Ceilidhs, Reels, Weddings, etc. Contact Lilian
Linden on 01252 629178, Mobile 07879 633766,
e-mail:

lilian.linden@virgin.net.
THE HIGHLANDERS

Scottish Country Dance band plus self-contained
P.A. Sound System. Particularly suitable for
weddings and social functions. Also solo
accordionist. References available. Please contact:
Donald Ross. Tel: 020 8203 0626 or 020 8203 5076.
SCOTCH MIST CEILIDH BAND
An established

professional line-up of musicians
play traditional highland tunes or

available to
ballroom for you at home or abroad. Suitable for
weddings, club dances, highland balls, ceilidhs
or
Scottish
flavoured
barn
dances.
Five
musicians available with sound and lighting

for a top quality performance to suit any
size of hall or outside function. An M.C. can be
provided. For further details phone Chris
Ransom on 01843 821446.

engineer

REEL TYME CEILIDH BAND
Scottish
Dances, Weddings, Barn Dances.
Callers and PA available. Telephone Harvie
Sharp on 01983 864193.

M

Scottish
c

Country
M

c

B

B

A

I
I

Band

N

S
Dance

N

8

Contact: Mike McGuinness Tel: 020 8398 6799
or TeVFax: 020 8546 0075 (business hours)

SOLOISTS
PETER JENKINS
Solo accordion for workshops, classes,
day schools and ‘smaller functions’.
Please phone 020 8581 0359
e-mail peter@kafoozalum.co.uk.
KEN MARTLEW
Pianist for Dances, Day Schools, etc.
Live music on a budget
Have piano/amplification. Tel: 01442 261525.

COMPOSER
New music for that new dance?
Contact Marion Robertson. Tel: 020 8874 6375.

0n the
Dear

subject of the future of the Society...
Caversham, Reading

Jim,

the proposals to reorganise the
member of the RSCDS General
Purposes Committee, I would like to make a few
background observations which are germane to
the issues on the table.
Critical decisions regarding the future of the
Society have to be made in the very near future.
The financial state of the organisation is such
that for the last few years costs have exceeded
income and it has thus been necessary to dip into
the Society’s‘capital resources to balance the
books. At this rate the Society will be bankrupt
in about ten years. Unfortunately, subscriptions
are the major source of income for the Society
and income from other sources is unlikely to
increase, so to ensure the future of the Society
there is little option but to increase subscriptions
dramatically OR reduce services. The Executive
Council quite recently voted ovenvhelmingly to
retain current levels of service, but that could be
put to the vote again if necessary. Whereas
Branches
are
run
staff
voluntary
by
Headquarters has permanent paid staff which
imposes a large ‘overhead' burden on Society
finances. For the services they provide. the
current staff work very hard and efficiently. It is
unrealistic to expect this work to be done by
volunteers. On this basis, the Finance Committee
has proposed that the subscription should be
raised as quickly as possible to £15 or higher.
The effect on membership, from past experience,
will be dramatic, and the resultant fall in
membership could lead to a spiral of increased
subscriptions and falling membership. Proposing
the
increase
was
delayed pending the
discussions on reorganisation in case a better
scheme to secure the Society’s finances could
be devised.
There is a continuing cry from the membership
asking what they get for their subscription. They
enjoy Scottish Country Dancing almost entirely
due to the efi‘orts of the Society since 1923. The
vast collection of enjoyable dances has stemmed
from the establishment of standards and the
promotion of SCD around the world. Being a
member of the Society is a commitment to
maintain those standards and the promotion of
this form of dance. The Society also offers
tangible benefits of membership such as
publications and education (schools and teacher
training). But these benefits have to be
administered and maintenance of the system
costs money. The Society being a registered
charity has some tax advantages but not VAT
exemption. A membership subscription is the
sum of three elements: maintenance of standards
and promotion of SCD, tangible membership
benefits, and the cost of administering those
benefits. The first is a charitable contribution the
last two are membership services. With the
changes in the Charities Law, Branches are now
independent bodies operating under licence from
the RSCDS. One of the terms is that anyone
wishing to join a Branch must first become a
member of the RSCDS.
A few years ago the Strategic Working Party
identified areas where the Society should
improve its performance including a more
streamlined
better
structure,
management
communication with members, more promotion
of SCD particularly to younger members of the

Regarding

RSCDS,

as

a

population.
The implementation

of the

first is

proving
where change

controversial. There are three areas
is being considered: management, elections, and
membership. There are strong reasons why they
should be tackled simultaneously. If they are
implemented piecemeal, there will have to be a
major rewrite of the Constitution at each stage.
This is costly in money and voluntary and
professional time. The issues are linked so the
changes should be integrated. Lastly, it is more
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logical

and

democratic

that

the

existing

the Executive Council, should
agree the total package. Time is also of the
essence
as mentioned
above because of the
critical financial state of the Society.

management,

On the management issue, there has been
favourable feedback from the Branches over the
restructuring of the Executive and Standing
Committees. That should be a step forward in
streamlining the management structure enabling
the Society to make decisions more efficiently.
In themselves though, these changes will not
reduce costs markedly, and unless other changes
are
made the annual subscription must rise

appreciably.
the Society
Membership is a critical issue
needs members to maintain its credibility and to
—

provide income to support its charitable
objectives. The trouble is that many members
question what they ‘get’ for their money and
some even consider the Society has done its
work by publishing all of the old dances and is
now struggling to find a role. Communication of
the facts

as

outlined above is essential to put the

Society in proper perspective. There are two
main ways to look at membership: (1) treat all
members the same, and (2) tailor membership to
needs and desires.

(l)This option is ostensibly the fair

one but it
does mean that the subscription level will be
much higher than at present and the likelihood
is that membership will plummet reducing the
influence of the Society and still not solving

the financial problem. The cost of direct
communication with each member, many of
them overseas, would be very high. Each
member would in some way be eligible to vote
at the RSCDS AGM either by post or through
a Branch.

(2)This option typified by the proposals in the
General Purposes paper to the last Executive
Council removes the need to join the Society
before becoming a Branch member, replacing
it with a capitation (estimated to be about £3)
to the Society for every Branch member. In
return,

all

Branch

members

would

be

automatically members of the RSCDS,
enjoying all the benefits (but no publications:
these would be available for purchase at
preferential rates). Dancers could be members
of as many Branches as they like as at present
but a capitation fee would be due on their
behalf from each of their Branches. In addition
any dancer could join the RSCDS HQ ‘Branch‘
at
a
subscription which will include
membership services as outlined above. That is
likely to be in the region of £20.
Election

procedure depends on which membership option is followed.
(l)With all members being equal there is a
choice of direct (postal) voting or through the
current Branch structure. Direct voting means
increased administration at HQ in having to
have a list of all members (which they don"t
have at present) and arranging the postal ballot.
it is the more democratic but a very expensive
route to take. It would be possible for Branches
at the RSCDS AGM but is
Branches
being legally
independent bodies should intervene between
members and their voting rights? It doesn’t
make sense to ask individuals to join the
to vote a at

it

ethical

present
that

Society and then give their
autonomous body.

vote to

another

(2)With the differentiated membership basis.
HQ members would be eligible to vote by post
or by some other method at the RSCDS AGM.
It is suggested that Branches would have votes
the RSCDS AGM on the basis of one vote
for every x members of the Branch. The
advantage of this option is that it is likely to
at

maintain

or even

increase the

Society
Continued F

or by some other method at the RSCDS AGM.
It is suggested that Branches would have votes
at the RSCDS AGM on the basis of one vote
for every x members of the Branch. The
advantage of this option is that it is likely to
maintain or even increase the Society
membership by offering reduced rate
membership, and involve the Branches directly
in the activities of the RSCDS. It would be
expected that HQ members would be a core of
members interested in the objectives and
operation of the Society.
Whichever reorganisation choice is made it is
impossible to assess with any precision the likely
effects on membership or on the finances of the
Society. While there has been surprising
opposition to ‘two-tier’ membership, is it not the
logical way ahead? How many members at
present are more interested in just enjoying the
dances than getting involved with the Society?
Positive thinking on the future of the Society
and its structure is urgently required. Failure
to reach an agreement on a comprehensive
package will trigger a rise in membership
subscription to around £15 IF THE SOCIETY
IS TO SURVIVE. This will also be necessary if
only the Management Board and Standing
Committee changes are made.
Yours sincerely,
Wilson M Nicol
Liverpool
Dear Jim,
I always look forward to receiving “The Reel”
and wish a similar publication was produced by
the RSCDS so that all members could have an
opportunity to air their views on all and any
topics.
As a member of the Finance Committee I am
very concerned about the future prospects of the
Society. The proposals for a Management Board
are very similar to proposals which I submitted to
the Society 18 months ago. I know that my
proposals were considered. I also believe that the
majority of Branches and their representatives on
the Executive Council would like to see this
revised management structure in place a.s.a.p. A
number of people have asked why it could not be
put in place without a restructuring of the
membership system which could be dealt with
later. Why not indeed’?
My wife and I joined the Society 40 years ago
and in our first year we each received a Bulletin
packed with adverts and also received a
subscription copy. There was one full time
member of staff (the Secretary) and three part
time members, one of whom was a cleaner! Full
minutes of all meetings were produced, stencils
having to be cut on typewriters. There were
28,000 members.
We now receive one copy of the Bulletin which
in recent years has been an expensive magazine
printed on glossy paper and with a reduced
number of adverts, and we also receive one
subscription copy, again produced in an
expensive manner and containing music which
the majority of members do not want.
The Society now has five full time members of
staff equipped with computers, printers, photo
copiers, scanners and fax machines, minutes are
produced in an abbreviated form – and the
membership has fallen to a little over 20,000. This
service requires a large increase in Subscriptions
if it is to continue, or unless other drastic action is
taken. Computers generate work and paper.
From a survey of my Branch Members – and
the view has been given by other Branches – I
believe that very few people indeed would wish to
take out a high cost “Headquarters Membership”,
even if it did then entitle them to vote and to serve
on the Management Board. My personal opinion

is that no more than 10% of the membership
would be interested in being “Headquarters
Members”; therefore how would the Society
survive with, say, only 2000 full members, with
the remainder wishing to be Branch Members
only?
With regard to an electoral college surely
someone can put forward constructive proposals.
As an example in the first instance why not ask
all Branches to nominate persons within the
Branch who are interested and willing to serve on
the Management Board, irrespective of their class
of membership. This might produce a sufficient
number of people and if there are too many then
draw their names out of a hat.
With regard to voting for motions at an AGM
why not introduce a card voting system. Each
Branch would have a “yes” or “no” vote with the
Branch membership numbers being counted. The
current system of Branch voting is unfair in that it
gives the large Branches with a higher number of
delegates an advantage over the small Branches.
Finally from Branch experience I believe that
very few people are interested in voting for
anything and if every Society member were asked
to vote on an issue very few voting papers would
be returned..
In order to survive the Society has got to act
fast, reach decisions and put them into effect.
I hope that this letter gives rise to some
constructive proposals.
Yours sincerely,
Ronald Taylor
[Do write and let me know your views on this
important topic. Ed.]

More correspondence about warming up….
Barking, Essex
Dear Jim,
When I was unfortunate enough to sustain a
serious injury in my first dancing days, I was able
to afford private physiotherapy at a Harley Street
clinic (recommended by several others on the
RSCDS scene). Many of the exercises I was given
to do when gradually recovering were exactly the
same as those taught as “warm-ups” by Jenny
Greene in both her Country Dance classes and
Ladies Step Classes. I can recall being in disgrace
with classmates at Jenny’s Intermediate Class
Christmas party ’88 for requesting the “Achilles
Stretching” exercise instead of a favourite dance:
I am happy for friends to laugh with me or indeed
at me, but injuries are not amusing and I have
always valued any advice that Jenny – or indeed
many other Teachers – have given to classes as a
free extra, particularly now the clinic has closed
down and I couldn’t afford it any more anyway!
By comparison I have also had the excellent
fortune to be taught by another teacher who has
given classes at the Royal Ballet School, no less.
When the “warm-up” subject arose, he replied
inter alia that those who wanted to warm up
could do so before the commencement of class.
Regarding the use of unsuitable music for
“warm-ups” Jenny’s Ladies Step Class has had
some smashing non Scottish stuff for our
“unwinding” at the end of class. Thanks to
Marion Walsh and the other musicians who have
played for us.
Yours sincerely,
Ruth Redfern
Moving on to children dancing….
Abbots Langley, Herts
Dear Jim,
I write further to Andrew Kellett’s article
YOUTH WORK in issue 232 and Elizabeth
Bennett’s letter about dancing children in issue
234 of “The Reel”.
My husband and I are members of the
Berkhamsted Strathspey & Ree1 Club which is
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affiliated to the RSCDS and I am writing to
convey my family’s disappointment concerning
the Weekend School held in Watford over the
August Bank Holiday.
I had been informed by club members that both
Mary Murray and Muriel Johnstone were
excellent and I was delighted that they would be
teaching “on my doorstep”. It was confirmed that
non-resident participants would be allowed on the
course. We marked the weekend on the family
calendar.
However, later, imagine our disappointment
when we learnt that it had been decided not to
allow children on the course.
My children are a boy aged 13 and a girl aged
11 who would both be classified as intermediates
because of the considerable amount of Scottish
Country Dancing they have done. Neither are
primary school age nor beginners. In fact my
daughter passed her ISTD Gold award last March.
I would say that both are better dancers than my
husband is and I understood that beginners were
welcome on the course I should point out that I
was not asking to bring my children to the
evening dances but only to the lessons in the
morning.
It is an acknowledged fact that most Scottish
Country Dancers are getting older and one would
expect that the RSCDS would be encouraging
youngsters to dance. I am bitterly disappointed
that this opportunity was lost especially as my son
is perilously close to teenage apathy, and this
should have been a fun family activity.
I implore you to change your rules for the
future and think of the youngsters and families
next time.
Yours sincerely,
Jane Rose
On the question of pre-booking partners for
dancers….
Crowborough, Sussex
Dear Jim,
It is possible to arrive a little late at a Dance and
find your choice of dances is limited because so
many dancers pre-booked their dance partners for
the evening. I accept there can be no question of
compulsion as everyone has a right to dance with
whoever they wish and inexperienced dancers like
to be with people they know. However this should
be balanced with thoughts for dancers from
another area or for anyone on their own. Sadly, it
does happen and when it does you may not want
to go back. You could have a situation where
someone might ask for a refund because they had
been invited to a Dance and had no one to dance
with. It is not too frivolous to ask if pre-booking
be a Restrictive Practice or a breach of the Trade
Descriptions Act?
It has been discussed by the Sussex Association
of Scottish Societies [SASS] which coordinates
the Clubs in the County and raises money for
Charity. It was agreed there can be no compulsion
on the matter but hopes were expressed that
individuals could refuse to pre book dances and
explain why. There was no opposition from those
present at the Annual General Meeting but I have
experienced some since. No one is wishing to
bring out a big stick and say you must not prebook. Everyone should have an equal chance to
enjoy each dance.
It is a delicate matter and I would be interested
to know of other opinions on this issue.
Yours sincerely,
Michael Copeman
Joint Hon. Secretary - SASS
Finally, Stephen Webb had asked that his letter in
the last issue should not be published as it
contained an error. However, it was accidentally
printed due to an editorial oversight. [Sorry
Stephen. Ed.]

DANCE EVENTS

JENKINS

Day School
Saturday 3rd March 2001
Keinton Mandeville Village Hall

FOR INSURANCE

Teachers:

A

special

‘ALL RlSKS'

Musicians:

instruments, P.A., Records,
tapes, etc., Available to RSCDS

Caledonian Ball

Raffle

Sheila Barnes,
Ann Dix, Mervyn Short
Norman and Jane Bett,

....................

members and non-members alike.

Saturday
David

for bands and individual musicians,
dance clubs, classes and teachers

Wells Town Hall
Jnr and his SCI) Band

Cunningham

Details of both the above from:

Alex T

Highland Ball
Friday 16th March 2001

phone for a quotation
you may be pleasantly surprised.
-

Rover

Company,
High Street, Harllngton,
Hayes, U33 481'.

The

Emperor Ballroom,
Sports & Social Club, Oxford.
Sound Company

Extras:

Shiftin’

Watford \VD17 3DE, Tel: 01923 225522.

Stewart, Scotch Mist, Cadgers in the Canongate.
immigrant Lass, Miss Alice Oriel, The
The
Rant,
Flying
Spur.
Montgomeries‘
Gothenburg‘s Welcome. Gang the Same Gate,
Reel of Tulloch, Mrs Hamilton of Wishaw, The
Dancing Master, The Falls of Rogie, The

fail to receive your issue of “The
please advise our Membership
Secretary. Owen Meyer. 50 Bunby Road, Stoke
ever

Reel".

SL2 4BP. Tel: 01753 643461,

investigated

RSCDS (BATH BRANCH)
Day School
Folk Concert and Informal Dance

so

and

Saturda}

Tickets: £15 (£10 non-dancers) including supper
from: Mr J. Flowerdew. 19 Norham Gardens.

.........,,.\1ervyn Short, Erica Archer
(Scottish Country Dancing)
Mats Melin (Cape Breton Step Dancing and
Dances of the Northern Isles)
Green

Application forms
Jane

Oxford OX2 6PS. Tel: 01865 431384.

24th March 2001

Instructors:

Weathercock. Wisp ofThistle. Over the Volcano.
Johnnie Walker. Miss Milligan’s Stathspey. J.B.
Milne.

email:

The

Inveran.

Joie de Vivre, Wind on Loch Fyne.
Reverend John Macfarlane. Major Ian

The

HA VE YOU RECEIVED YOUR REEL?

be

of

Bobbins. Indian River. The Sailor.
Tickets £12.00 including supper, from
John Crow der. 28 Devereux Drive,

Programme:

Tel: 020 8564 8181
Fax: 020 8564 9063

can

SlacPherson

8.00 pm.

P.J. Jenkins &

that the matter
rectified. Thanks,

Queen. Pelorus Jack, Gang the Same
Gate. The Earl of Mansfield, Kelloholm Jig. The
Robertson
Rant.
Mrs
Reel.
Anniversary

OXFORD AND CAMBRIDGE

Please

Poges. Bucks

The Frank Reid SCD Band

M.C. Dick Field

Travel insurance for

If you

—

Programme: Mairi’s Wedding, Laird of Milton’s
Daughter. Autumn in Appin. Gavin’s Reel,
Father Connelly’s Jig, Culla Bay, John 0’ Bon
Accord.
Heather
Millennium
Hills,
My
Welcome. New Scotland Strathspey, Mrs Stuart
Linnell. Grand March leading into The Dancing
Master. Black Mountain Reel, Kilkenny Castle.

2nd June 2001

Sheila Barnes, Tel: 01458 223596.

dancers and musicians

312

of The Scottish Corporation
Saturday 24th March 2001

7.30
11.30 pm.
St. Clement Danes School. Chorleywood

Brian Heaton, Ken Martlew

Summer Ball

liability insurance arranged

in aid

.....................................

policy to

cover

Public

WATFORD AND WEST HERTS
SCOTTISH SOCIETY

RSCDS SOMERSET BRANCH

hb@flowerdw.mwfree,net,

Ginger

and further information from:

Hammond, 73 Church Road, Combe Down.
Bath BA2 SJQ. Tel: 01225 833411.

'3'” Scottish Tattoo

afThe Royal Albert Hall.

"The

Sunoay

2.2

April

2.001

7pm

Highlano Spirit"

Another great

performers.
seeks

to

Massed

spectacle of Scottish music, song & dance, brought to you by 400
Ghosts & whisky, hardships and history are evoked as the new theme

capture the

Pipes

&

was

wee

tales

ofHighland Life.

Drums, Premier Highland, Country & Irish Dancers, Military Band,

Gaelic & Scottish
What

"Highland Spirit" in a series of

singing,

said after last

fiddles & c1arsach+London Gaelic Choir & Audience!

year's

Tattoo...

Wonderful singers, clever narrative, deligth dancing and superb music” Mrs P Sizeland.
Magnificent show enjoyed every minute Sheila & Clem Wilson. "Value for money and stirring stufi" S Marshall.
"Whole show was magic I wished I was a Scot" Mrs R Wood
"1 was mesmerised by the whole spectacle from start to finish Malcolm Seabrook
”A wonderfid evening, I wanted it to go on and on" Mrs M O'ReilIy. ”Inspirational” Jeremy Martin.
"Our coach party have not stopped talking about it! David & Elaine C ornes.
"

-

-

"

”

Tickets

(inc Vat): Circle/Choir £15, Stalls £19, Box Seats £25 except 5'”

5 Seater £19* (*Quote this ad for £10 off 5Lb

seat

if full 5

seater

box

ordered)

10% Discount for Clubs/Societies etc when ordered from Ian

(Boxes are 5,

ORDER DIRECT FROM Ian MELennan Tel/Fax 01722 332233 Email:
Address: Windsor

seat of

8 & 12

ianmclennan@btinternet.com

House, 47 Church Road, Laverstock, Salisbury SP1 lQY Why
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seats)
not visit www.thescottishtattoo.com

DANCE EVENTS
SLOUGH ARTS FESTIVAL
Saturday 5th May 2001
Scottish Country and Highland Dancing
competitions for children and adults.
Windsor Girls School, Imperial Road, Windsor.
Details fiom Miss J. Ferguson, 42 Northcrofi,
Slough SL2 1HR. Tel: 01753 644292, or Festival
Office, Tel: 01753 520685 (Answerphone).
Closing date for entries: 10th March.

FLEET SCOTTISH

CLIVIS SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE
SOCIETY OF TORINO (ITALY) WEEKEND
Saturday 22nd and Sunday 23rd September 2001
Grand Hotel Majestic, Pallanza—Verbania
its tenth anniversary the Clivis
Association is organizing a Grand Ball with live
music in the picturesque Grand Hotel Majestic,
built in the late 19th century, overlooking the
Lake with a romantic view over the small
Toscanini Island.
Keith Smith (fiddle)
Gillian Cummins (piano)

...........................

Annual Ball

Saturday 17th March 2001
7.30

—

11.45 pm.

Harlington Centre, Fleet Road, Fleet,

Hants.

Frank Reid and his Scottish Dance Band

Programme: The Luckenbooth Brooch, Lothian
Lads, Scotch Mist, The Colonel, Bumieboozle,
The Bonnie Lass 0‘ Bon Accord, Follow Me
Home, Bratach Bana, Miss Florence Adams,
Bonnie Anne. The Irish Rover, Neidpath Castle,
The Swilcan, Peggy Dewar, Peggy’s Strathspey,
The Ship in Full Sail, The Reel of the Slst
Division, John McAlpin, The Highland Rambler,
The Flying Spur. Extras from: The Robertson
Rant, MacLeod’s Fancy, The Baldovan Reel.
Dress Formal. Hot meal. Licensed Bar. Veg/diets
catered for. Tickets £15. Send A4 s.a.e. to:

Eithne Noakes, Ebnal, Salisbury Road,
Famborough, Hants GU14 7AJ. For further
details, phone: 01252 543165 / 541826 (Eithne)
or 01252 320816 (Sheila Newton).

RSCDS SOUTH WALES BRANCH
Saturday 30th June 2001
Roman Amphitheatre

Caerleon, Near Newport, Gwent.
Lothian Scottish Dance Band
Afternoon (Outdoors): Demonstrations and
general dancing. Free entry for participating
teams

(adults and children)

Evening (indoors): Dance.
Details from Mrs L. Wilson, Pennant House,
St. Mary Church, Cowbridge, CF71 7LW.
Tel: 01446 773422.

JERSEY SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE
WEEKEND
Saturday 26th and Sunday 27th May 2001
Le

Rocquier School Hall, St. Clements Inner
Road (convenient from St. Helier)
Saturday morning 10.30 am.
coffee and walk-throughs
Sound Company (both nights)

Programme for Saturday 26th May (Formal) and
Sunday 27th May (Informal) appeared in ”The
Reel" No 234.

FIRST BRISTOL FESTIVAL 0F
SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE

Jointly run by Bristol RSCDS and Hugh
Ferguson and the Dalriada Band
Saturday 9th June 2001

(Lake Maggiore) Italy.
To celebrate

Musicians:

COUNTRY DANCE SOCIETY

(continued)

Conference Room, The Council House, Bristol.
1.45

2.15 pm. Members of Bristol Pipe Band
play outside to “set the scene” (and also
during afiemoon programme).

2.00

5.15 pm. Teams participate in programme
of massed set dances (interspersed with

—

—

demonstration dances).
Light refreshments

on

sale.

mgramme for Saturday 22nd September:

7.30 —10.30 pm. Informal social dance.

In the afiemoon:

Costs: Afiemoon

walk-through the Ball dances or
local excursion. In the evening: welcome drink,
hot dinner buffet, Gala Ball. Cost:190,000 lire
a

which
includes:
per
person
walk-through,
welcome drink, hot dinner buffet, Gala Ball,
in
double
rooms
and
breakfast on
overnight stay

Tel: 01934 852091.
email: joanferguson@beeb.net.

or

THE LUCY LARK (AMERSHAM)
SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE CLUB

Charity Dance
Saturday 10th February 2001
8.00 pm.
midnight
Royal British Legion Hall,

Programme for Sunday 23rd September:
Excursions for all participants. Visit to the
Botanical Garden at Villa Taranto dating back to
the end of the 19th century, including more than
20,000 varieties of plants. Approximate cost of
the trip (lunch excluded) 30,000 lire per person.
For further details and application forms contact:
Marina, Tel: +39 01 1 2420332; Paola, Tel: +39
011 882201; Sandra, e-mail: sam@inrete.it

http://mysite.ciaoweb.it/clivisl, or Mail:
Associazione Clivis c/o Sandra Barbasio, Strada
alla Funicolare 23/4, 10132 TORINO, Italy.
CHELSEA REEL CLUB
End of Season Ball

Friday

6th

April

—

Whielden Street, Old Amersham
Peter Macfarlane & Lilian Linden SCD Band
Tickets: £7, “bring-and-share” refreshments.
from: Dick Field, Stonefield House,
Clappins Lane, Naphill, Bucks HP14 4SL.
Tel: 01494 562231.

Spring Dance
Saturday 17th March

2001
McBain’s Band
Tickets £6. Venue and contact as above.

RSCDS ROYAL TUNBRIDGE WELLS
BRANCH

2001

7.30
11.00 pm.
St. Columba’s Church Hall, Pont

£40 per team of 8-10 dancers:
-

Sunday. Supplement for single room 20,000 lire.
Special offer for guests wishing to stay longer.
Half-board and lodging 115,000 lire per person
in double rooms.

-

Evening social dance £8 each
Programmes for afiemoon and evening, with
application forms, available from Joan Ferguson.

Day School

—

Street, SW1.

McBain’s Band
Tickets (including supper and wine) £15.00 from
Di Kennedy, Tel: 020 7731 3906 or
Robert Freer, Tel: 020 8761 6608.

Saturday 17th March 2001
Hugh Christie School. Tonbridge
Teachers:

Eric Finley, Christine Mair
Paul Plummer, Moira Stacey
Peter Jenkins, Robert Mackay
Ken Martlew, Caroline Sloan

...............

Musicians:

.........

Cost: £14 full

EPSOM AND DISTRICT
CALEDONIAN ASSOCIATION
Annual Dance
Saturday 28th April 2001
7.30
11.00 pm.
St. Andrew’s Church Hall, Cheam
McBain’s SCD Band
Tickets, including finger buffet, £8.50 (only
£7.50 in advance up to 2151 April) from Dennis
Bradshaw, Tel: 01372 726844.
—

day, £8 half day
(including evening Social).
Application forms from Pat Davoll,
Cambridge Cottage, Edenbridge, Kent TN8

6RD.

Tel: 01732 866557.

Advance Notices
Dance (to records)
Saturday 2lst April 2001
Weald of Kent School, Tonbridge

Saturday 20th October 2001
25th Anniversary Dance
Iain MacPhail’s Band

£22

programme/ticket covers both nights and
includes a cold, plated buffet-supper with a glass
of wine, each night. Arrange your own travel and
accommodation: Jersey Tourism Information:
Tel:

01534

500777.

To

request Hotel/GH
Brochures: Tel: 01534 500800. Book Travel and
Accommodation a.s.a.p. Seats for some of this
Bank Holiday Weekend’s Flights and Sailings
are quickly sold out! Tickets from Mrs Helen

McGugan, La Pelotte, Rue 3 Don, Grouville,
Jersey JE3 9GB. Tel: 01534 854459, or Mrs Jean
Wight, 3 Richmond Place, First Tower, St.
Helier, Jersey JE2 3GL. Tel: 01534 724326.

Rl'pefor a ceilidh?
8pm Ealing Town Hall
Tickets 0115 9129116

Friday

16th March

Frank Reid’s Band
or

AJ Carswell tel 020 8977 9621

www.RipeEvents.co.uk
£10 (students

£7)

WEMBLEY AND DISTRICT
SCOTTISH ASSOCIATION

RSCDS BOURNEMOUTH BRANCH
Summer Dance

Annual Ball

Saturday 3rd March 2001
Eastman’s Hall, Kodak Centre, Harrow.
The Craigellachie Band
Programme", Quarries’ Jig, John of Bon Accord,
Rose of the North, Kelloholm Jig, Alex T.
Queen, Culla Bay, Major Ian Stewart, Dance
with Mother, Dagmar’s Fancy, Pelorus Jack, The
Plantation Reel, Millennium Welcome, Follow
Me Home, Anniversary Reel, Foxhill Court, Ian
Powrie’s Farewell to Auchterarder, Mrs Stuart
Linnell, St. Columba’s Strathspey, Posties’ Jig,
The Montgomeries’ Rant.
Tickets and further details from Mrs Pam
Tel: 0208 421 0470.
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Crisp,

Saturday 12th May 2001
Upton Community Centre, Upton,

Poole

Caber F eidh
Picnic supper Tickets £7
—

Day School
Saturday 16th June 2001
St. John’s Church Hall, Broadstone, Dorset.
Teachers:

................

Jenny Greene (Ladies Step)
Mervyn Short (Highland)

Cost: £15 full day, £8 half day
Details from Mrs Margaret Robson,
Tel: 01202 698138.

DANCE EVENTS

(continued)

MAIDENHEAD

ARGYLL SCOTTISH DANCING GROUP

MACLENNAN

SCOTTISH DANCING CLUB

Day School
Saturday 28th April 2001
The Holt School, Wokingham

SCOTTISH GROUP

Golden

Highland Ball

17th February 2001
7.30 —11.30 pm.

Saturday

Brigidine School, Kings Road,

Teachers:

Frank Reid and his Scottish Dance Band

Clock, Bratach Bana, John of Bon
Accord, S-Locomotion. Mrs Stuart Linnell, The

Musicians:

of Maggieknockater, Autumn in Appin,
The Saltire Society Reel, The Dancing Master,
Minister on the Loch, The Queen’s View, The

Flying Spur. Extras: General Stuart’s Reel,
Postie’s Jig.
Tickets: £10 including light supper (bring your
sofl drinks provided) from:
supper wine
Alan Pfeiffer, 64 Wavell Road, Maidenhead,

own

—

Ken Martlew

Gaynor Curtis, 60
Woking, Surrey GU21 3QB. Tel:
—

30th

Teacher:

...................................

Irish and Morris Dancers

Eric

Robert

Finlay
Mackay

For booking contact: Maryland College,
Leighton Street, Wobum, Milton Keynes MK17
9] D.
Tel: 01525 292901. Fax: 01525 290856.

WEST MACS CHARITY BALL
In aid of Sense Scotland
Quality service: for deaf-blind people
Saturday 28th April 2001

7.30 —11.30 pm.
North London Collegiate School,

Peter Macfarlane & Lilian Linden SCD Band

on

request.

or

visit

www.maidenheadscottishdancing. org.uk

BERKHAMSTED
STRATHSPEY & REEL CLUB
Spring Dance
Saturday 26th May 2001
7.30 —11.30 pm.
Boxmoor Playhouse, St. John’s Road, Hemel

Hempstead (formerly

SOUTH EAST HERTS
SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE SOCIETY
Day School
Saturday 10th March 2001
Sele School, Hertford.
Teachers:

John and

.................

Musicians: ....Chris

Ruby

Wilkinson

Walker, Barbara Manning

Classes for Basic/Improvers, Intermediate,
Advanced and Juniors, followed by Ceilidh in
the evening. For further details please contact:
Peter and

Betty Allen, Tel: 01279 303095.

St. John '5

Hall)

Scottish Dance Band Trio including Peter
Macfarlane and Lilian Linden

7.45

10.45 pm.
The Sele School, Hertford.
Silver Cross
Non-members £2.00. Shared refreshments.
-

Details: Peter and

Betty Allen,

Tel: 01279 303095.
Summer

Charity Dance
Saturday 14th July 2001
6.00
Lower

Licensed

Reel of the 515t Division,
Kelloholm Jig, Black Potts, Mrs Stuart Linnell,
The Cooper’s Wife, The Misty Isle in Summer,
The Queen’s View, Macleod‘s Fancy, Gang the

Same

Gate, Lord MacLay’s Reel, Cramond
Bridge, Glayva, Bonnie Lass of Bon Accord,
Polharrow Burn, Angus Macleod, Margaret
Parker’s Strathspey, Luckenbooth Brooch, J.B.
Milne, MacDonald of the Isles, Waverley/Fugal
Tickets £8 including supper, bar available.
to Carole Ross, Tel: 01442, 211728
or

Flora

MacGregor,

available from Gillian Wales, Tel: 020 8777
8915
Email: gillian_wales@talk21.com

Annual Spring Ball
Saturday 7th April 2001
7.30

Apply

Tel: 01442 268624.

HAMPSTEAD & DISTRICT
SCOTS’ ASSOCIATION
Spring Dance

Cuckoo Clock.
Tickets, in advance only

please, £10.50
(child/spectator £5.00) including buffet supper,
from: Michael Copeman, Tel: 01892 655971.
Email:

Saturday
7.30

11.30 pm.
Hall
The Frank Reid Band

Programme: The Sailor, Gothenburg’s Welcome,
Autumn in Appin, The Music Will Tell You,
Equilibrium, Golden Wedding Strathspey, The
Plantation Reel, The Cooper’s Wife, Byron
Strathspey, Nottingham Lace, White Heather Jig,
The
Minard
Father
Gentleman,
Castle,
Connelly’s Jig, St. Columba’s Strathspey,
Crossing the Line, Flight of the Falcon, Black
Potts, Mrs Macpherson of Inveran, My Heather
Hills, The Irish
Auchterarder.

Saturday 19th May 2001
7.30 —10.45p.m.
Dancing to recorded music

LADIES STEP DANCE DAY
Sunday lst April 2001

Horsham, West Sussex

Pam

Page
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to

Tickets £10, including supper, from
George, 120 Clarence Road, St Albans,
AL1 4NW. Tel: 01727 843001.

Admission £5. including refreshments.
Programme details available mid-April from
Joan Burgess. Tel: 020 8870 6131.

Tel: 01279 303095.

Rover, Ian Powrie’s Farewell

Peter

Musician:

(shared refreshments).
Betty Allen,

3rd March 2001
—

Harpenden Public

Hall, Frognal Lane, Finchley Road, London
NW3 (entrance up steps in Frognal Lane).

Admission £3.00

michaelcopeman@cs.com

HARPENDEN SCOTTISH COUNTRY
DANCING CLUB
Annual Ball

Venue: St. Andrew’s United Reformed Church

Further details from Peter and

11.30 pm.

Community College, North Beeches,
Crowborough.
Sandy Nixon and his SCD Band
Programme: Kelloholm Jig, Peat Fire Flame,
Rose of the North, The Cooper’s Wife, Ray
Milboume, The Duchess Tree, Midnight Oil, The
Irish Rover, Culla Bay, The Flying Spur, Gavin‘s
Reel, Seton’s Ceilidh Band, Anniversary Reel.
Fugal Fergus, St. Columba’s Strathspey,
Crossing the Line, The Weathercock, Autumn in
Appin. Mrs Stuart Linnell, The Robertson Rant,
Aird of Coigach, Dundee City Police, The

9.00 pm.

Band t.b.a.

—

Beacon

Farm, Cottered.

—

bar, refreshments, stalls. Tickets and

programmes for each event: Adults £5, Senior
citizens £4, Children £2, Family ticket £12,

Programme: The

Fergus.

Open Night
Friday 8th June 2001

Langley Park Boys’
School, South Eden Park Road, Beckenham,
Kent. (Rail: Eden Park Stn, from Charing X).

Edgware

Programme: The Reel of the Slst Division,
Ladies Fancy, The Blue Mess Jacket, The
Highland Rambler, West’s Hompipe, Byron
Strathspey, Alex T. Queen, Johnnie Walker,
Major Ian Stewart, Indian River, Meeting of the
Waters, The Plantation Reel, None So Pretty,
Quanies’ Jig, Culla Bay, The Earl of Mansfield,
Follow Me Home, Foxhill Court, Pelorus Jack,
Black Mountain Reel, Garry Strathspey, A Trip
to Bavaria, White Heather Jig.
Tickets £12 including refreshments, from
Judy, Tel: 01923 774789 or
Rosemary, Tel: 01923 492475.

Cribs available

Venue for both events:

ASHDOWN
SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE CLUB

Near Maidenhead
Dancing to recorded music.
Programme from the following: Gang the Same
Gate. Indian River, The Silver Tassie, Cobham

The dances will be recapped. Numbers limited so
please book early. Tickets from Anne Montminy,
233 St. Leonards Road, Windsor, Berks
SL4 3DR. Tel: 01753 852874.

performances by Italian, Belgian, Scottish,

Bedfordshire

Agricultural College, Burchetts Green,

Jig.

and caller

—

with

...........................................

Musician:

Cheap Jack, guests

Sunday 27th May 2001
2.00
5.00 pm.
20th International Dance Festival

September 2001

Maryland College, Wobum,

www.maidenheadscottishdancing.org.uk.

Trees, The Belle of Bon Accord, Minister on the
Loch, The Blackwater Reel, Bratach Bana, The
Falls of Rogie, The Irish Rover, John of Bon
Accord, Polharrow Burn, The Queen’s View,
Spiffin, A Trip to Bavaria. Swiss Lassie,
The
Reel,
Anniversary
Whigmaleeries,
Kelloholm Jig, Brisk Young Lad, Quarries’ Jig,
Jennifer’s Jig, Tribute to the Borders, Georgie’s

with band

01483 721989.

Weekend School
28th

2001

7.30 —11.00 pm.
International Folk Dance

application forms contact:
Bishops Wood, St. Johns,

Berks SL6 5AD. Tel: 01628 633928.
An s.a.e. would be appreciated. Dress Formal.
Cribs available on request or downloadable from

Scottish Aflemoon Tea Dance
Sunday 20th May 2001

Saturday 26th May

For further details and

Cuckoo
Bees

—

Christine Mair, Alan Davis,
Gaynor Curtis
Robert Mackay, Jean Harrison,

..............

Windsor.

Programme: The Ladies of Dunse, Old Nick’s
Lumber Room, The Belle of Bon Accord, Black
Mountain Reel, The Hazel Tree, Nottingham
Lace, St. Columba’s Stathspey, The New Rigged
Ship, Gavin’s Reel, The Flower o’ the Quem,

International Dance Festival
26th 27th May 2001

Teacher:

.........................................

......................................

Jenny Greene

Jean Harrison

Application forms and further information from:
Johnston, 54 Massetts Road, Horley, Surrey
RH6 7DS. Tel: 01293 775091

DANCE EVENTS
LONDON HIGHLAND

RSCDS CROYDON & DISTRICT BRANCH

CLUB

Forthcoming

Spring Ball
Saturday 24th March

attractions to be

held at St. Columba’s Church

7.30

Hall, Pont Street, London SW1

Fridays: Upper Hall
Saturdays: Lower Hall

...................

7.30

7.00
Unless otherwise stated

-

-

...............

10.30 pm.
10.30 pm.

St. Valentine’s Dance
Friday 16th February
Saturday 3rd March
Rattray Band
Friday 30th MarchReview of dances for 7th
April
David Hall
Saturday 7th April
Bring a newcomer night
Friday 27th April
Spring Ceilidh
McBain’s
Saturday 5th May
Saturday 2nd June
Craigellachie
SUMMER BALL: fitll information in issue 236
..........

.......................

............................

(continued)
In aid

2001

11.00 pm.

—

Selsdon.
David Hall and his SCD Band

Programme: Round Reel of Eight, Pelorus Jack,
The Gentleman, Black Mountain Reel, Joie de
Vivre, The Glasgow Highlanders, Mairi’s
Wedding, Wind on Loch Fyne, The Reel of the
Royal Scots, Johnnie Walker, Postie’s Jig,
Blossom’s Reel, Miss Milligan’s Strathspey, The
Starry Eyed Lassie, Clutha, Byron Strathspey,
Quarries’ Jig, Ian Powrie’s Farewell to
Auchterarder. Extras: Shittin’ Bobbins, John of
Bon Accord.

.........

Tickets (in advance only) including supper,
£12.50 (Branch members £11.50). For further
details and tickets, contact Les Gardiner,

5017.

You

can

our programme,
welcome at all
along and join

Email:

also

service
or

telephone

on

our

“Dial-a-

a

message.

functions,

so

RSCDS
BERKS/HANTS/SURREY
BORDER BRANCH
Day School for
Dancers and Musicians
Saturday 10th March 2001
10.30 am.
5.30 pm.
Courtmoor School, Fleet.
—

Teachers will include:
Alex
Musicians' Teacher:
Musicians for Dancers:

.......................

Gray,

C

Everyone is

please come
us for an enjoyable evening.
ib.lhc@cableinet.co.uk

@”c.3-

CAMBERLEY REEL
CLUB
Spring Ball

020 8763 8096 to hear

leave

our

Eric

Finley,

Deborah Draffin

....................

Nicol McLaren
Jeremy Hill

..................

Angela Young
Followed at 7.00 pm. by an evening dance with
Nicol McLaren and the Day School Students.
Further infonnation/application forms:
Diane Hoskins, Tel: 01628 639699, or
Jean Simpson, Tel: 020 8894 6373.

R

fl

11.30 pm.
School

—

Village Hall,
Essendon,

Lane,

Herts.

Silver Cross Band

Programme: Button Boy, Pelorus Jack, Falls of
Bracklinn, Fisherman’s Reel, The Immigrant
Lass, Clarissa, Swiss Lassie, Father Connelly’s
Jig, Singing Sands, Anniversary Reel, Hooper’s
Jig, Kelloholm Jig, Chelmsford Ladies, Largo
Bay,
Gothenburg’s Welcome, Tullyvolan,
Cashmere
Shawl,
Elephants
Stampede,
Tambourine, Kissing Gate, Follow Me Home,
Jubilee Jig.
Tickets (with cribs) £6. Shared refreshments.
Further details and tickets from Robert Hedger,
Tel: 01707 656411.

7.30

11.45 pm.
Manor School,

—

Yateley
Yateley, Camberley.

The Frank Reid SCD Band

Mansfield,

Grand March and Ian Powrie’s
Farewell to Auchterarder, None So Pretty, The
Blackwater Reel, Staffin Harvest, Muirland
Willie, The Plantation Reel, Culla Bay, Duke of
Perth, Pelorus Jack, The Belle of Bon Accord,
The Montgomeries’ Rant, The White Heather

Extras: Shifiin’
Band.

Bobbins, Seton’s Ceilidh

Jig.

Cheques payable

(6.30 Drinks Reception)
Hall, Norton Road, Hove.

Hove Town

David Cunningham and his SCD Band
Programme: Grand March, Mrs Stewart’s Jig,
The Flowers of Edinburgh, The Silver Tassie, A
Tribute to the Borders, The Cumbrae Reel, SLocomotion, Jennifer’s Jig, Clutha, Sugar

Candie, The Frisky, The Plantation Reel. Mrs
Milne
of Kinneff,
Miss
Allie
Anderson.
Anniversary Reel, Peggy’s Strathspey, Over the
Water to Charlie, The Montgomeries’ Rant, The
Gentleman, The Ladies of Dunse, Ian Powries’
Farewell to Auchterarder, Mairi’s Wedding.
Tickets: £12.50 (£6.00 for non-dancers and
young people) including supper and wine from:
Jackie Paris, Tel: 01273 501716, or by post from
Fran

Bramham, 64 Blount Avenue,

East Grinstead, RH19 lJW.

Supper: please order vegetarian option before
let March; Dress Formal. Tickets £11, available
from Stuart Sharp, Westcrofi House, Chesters
Road, Camberley, GU15 lAD, Tel: 01276
677922, or Sue Wood, 5 Windennere Walk,
Camberley, GU15 lRP, Tel: 01276 683044.
Please

RSCDS BRIGHTON BRANCH
10th Anniversary Ball
Saturday 23rd June 2001
7.00 p.m.—11.30 pm.

Saturday 3lst March 2001

C

Programme: Mrs MacPherson of lnveran, Major
Ian Stewart, Miss Milligan‘s Strathspey, The
Camberley Reel, Ship in Full Sail, Bonnie
Stronshiray, The Reel of the Slst Division, The
Dancing Master, Kilkenny Castle, The Earl of

Annual Ball

Saturday 19th May 2001
Emmbrook School, Wokingham.
Craigellachie Band
Programme: Pelorus Jack, Cadgers in the
Canongate, Peggy’s Strathspey, None So Pretty,
Ladies’ Fancy, Culla Bay, Swiss Lassie, Sugar
West’s
Candie,
Welcome,
Gothenburg’s
Hornpipe, Glen Alva, Miss Allie Anderson,
Golden Wedding Strathspey,
Back to the
Fireside, Lady Catherine Bruce’s Reel, Cape
Town Wedding, Mrs Stewart of Fasnacloich,
Minister On the Loch, Quarries’ Jig, Duke of

7.30

Essendon

Tel: 020 8777 9606,

For further details contact: Frank Bennett on 020
8715 3564 or Roger Waterson on 020 8660

Programme“

of Dr Hoskin ’s Research Fund.
Hospital, Northwaod
Saturday 12th May 2001

Mount Vernon

Croydon High School, Old Farleigh Road,

...........................

..........................

Robert HEDGER’S CHARITY DANCE No 2

to

Camberley Reel Club.

the School is a No Smoking Area
Camberley Reel Club dances at 8 pm. every
Tuesday from September to May at St. Paul’s
note

Church Hall, Church Hill, Camberley, Surrey.
Ball dances will be practised during the
preceding month.

RSCDS MILTON KEYNES BRANCH
22nd Annual Ball

Saturday

17th March 2001

7.30 —11.30 pm.
Wilton Hall, Bletchley, Milton

Keynes.
Company
Tickets £8.50, including supper, from Janice
Jones, 10 Corrigan Close, Bletchley, MK3 6BP.
Sound

Tel: 01908 372595.

Email:jonesij@tesco.net

ADVERTISING YOUR DANCE?

Send details of forthcoming events to the Editor. After

ABINGDON
SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE CLUB

publication you will be invoiced at £10 per column inch
(fractions prorata), perhaps the cost of one ticket!

Annual Ball

Saturday

Perth.

31st March 2001

7.30 pm.
midnight
Guildhall in Historic Abingdon
—

Licensed bar. Dress formal. Tickets £15
including meal and wine from Shirley Ferguson,
4 Lendore

Road, Frimley, Surrey

GU16 7EJ.

Tel: 01276 501952.

REIGATE
SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE CLUB

Spring Dance
Saturday 10th March 2001
7.30 —11.00 pm.
Woodhatch School, Reigate
Green Ginger
MC: Beryl Goulston
Details: Mike

Harding,

Tel: 01737 553875.

Luxury

Programme:
the

Sound Company
Clutha, Pelorus Jack, The Rose of
The Weathercock, The Highland

North,
Rarnber, Culla Bay, Anniversary Reel, Friday’s
Child, The Singing Sands, The Saltire Society
Reel, The White Heather Jig, The Peat Fire
Flame, MacPherson’s Jig, The Belle of Bon
Accord, Jennifer’s Jig, Polhan'ow Burn, The
Robertson Rant, Whigmaleeries, The Bees of
Maggieknockater, The Minister on the Loch, The
Montgomeries’ Rant, Ian Powrie’s Farewell to
Auchterarder.
Tickets £15

including

supper. Bar available.
Tel: 01235 528154.

Apply: Hilary Adams,
Page

15

SUBSCRIBE TO
“THE REEL”
IF YOU are not a member of the London
Branch order your copy of “The Reel”
from Rita Marlow, 17 West Farm Close,
Ashtead, Surrey KT21 2LH.
The
annual
cost
for
individual
subscribers is £4.00 if resident in the UK,
£4.50 for other European residents and
£6.50 if resident elsewhere. There are
special rates for bulk orders. All
remittances in sterling please. Cheques
payable to RSCDS (London Branch).

OTHER SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE ORGANISATIONS
ADDLESTONE & DISTRICT SCOTTISH SOCIETY meets
Wednesdays 8.15 pm. to 10.15 pm. Se tember to May at
Abrahm Cowley Hall, St, Peter‘s Hospit
Chertsey. Details
from Mrs H. Parvin, Tel: 01276 857929.
,

ALDRINGTON (HOVE) SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE
GROUP meet every Tuesday 8.15 pm. to 10.30 p.m.,
September to June. Details from John Steer, 57 Hangleton
Road, Hove, East Sussex BN3 7GH. Tel: 01273 416893.
AMERSHAM: THE LUCY CLARK SCOTTISH COUNTRY
DANCE CLUB meets Thursdays 8.00 pm. Royal Briu'sh
Legion Hall, Old Amersham. Quarterly dances with
McBain's Band. Details: Dick Field, Stonefreld House,
Clappins Lane, Naphill, Bucks HP14 45L. Tel: 01494
562231.

BERKHAMSTED

STRATHSPEY

&

REEL

CLUB

meets

Tuesday evenings, September to May. Garden dances
and July. Contact: Carole Ross, Tel: 01442 211728,

June

BOGNOR REGIS SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE CLUB.
General Class Tuesdays 7.30 pm. in Bognor Regis
Class
Community
College.
Beginners/Intermediate
Centre.
Wednesdays 2.00 pm in Willowhale Communi
Details from Valerie Dane, 225 Chichester Roa
Bognor
Regis, W. Sussex P02 SAQ. Tel: 01243 827330.
BOURNEMOUTH BRANCH R.S.C.D.S. meets eve
Friday
at St. Mark's New Church Hall, Wallisdown Roa
Talbot
Village, Bournemouth. Newcomers and Beginners 7.15 to
,

8.45 pm.

lmprovers/Advanced

9.00 to 10.30 pm.

Weekly

children’s classes. Technique class by invitation
alternate
Wednesdays. Details from Margaret Robson, 24 Upper Golf
Links Rd, Broadstone, Dorset BH18 8BX. Tel: 01202 698138.
-

BRIGHTON BRANCH RSCDS. Classes:-

Country: Monday,
Tuesday and Friday; Highland: Saturday and Sunday.
Contact Jackie Paris, 01273 501716 or Fran Whyatt, 01342
324764. Beginners Class Thursday, contact Jimmie Hill, 01273
775965.

pm.

CAMBRIDGE & DISTRICT BRANCH R.S.C.D.S. Classes for
all grades. Details from Miss Barbara Wood 131 Hazelwood
Close, Histon Road, Cambridge CB4 35F. Tel: 01223 358368.
CHELSEA REEL CLUB meets twice a month from October to
March in St: Columba‘s Church (Upper Hall), Pont Street,
SW). Beginners welcome. Instruction given. Dancing to live
music. Details from Ruth Hewlett, Tel: 020 8749 5471.
CHELTENHAM SCOTTISH SOCIETY. Dancing most Friday
evenings October to May. St. Andrew's URC, Hall at 7.30
pm. Details from Denham Russell-Smith, 36 Priory Street.
Chcltcnham, Glos. GL52 6DG, Tel: 01242 532111.
CRANLEIGH

SCOTTISH

DANCE

SOCIETY

meets

Wednesdays 8.00 to 10.00 pm. in St. Nicholas Church
Rooms, Cranleigh. Details from Sue Allan, Timber Lodge,
The Ridgeway, Cranleigh, Surrey GU6 7HR. Tel: 01483
273434.

CRAWLEY SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCING CLUB meets
Thursdays 8.00 to 10.00 pm. September to June at Milton
Mount Community Hall, Milton Mount Avenue, Pound Hill,
6 Bunting Close,
Crawley. Details from: Dick Gra
Horsham. West Sussex, RH13 5PA. Te : 01403 264071.
,

CROYDON & DISTRICT BRANCH R.S.C.D.S. Branch class
all grades, incl. beginners, with technique: Purley (Fri).
Other classes in the area: Beginners: Reigate & Selsdon
(Tues), Gen: Rei ate (Mon), Purley (Alt. Tues), West
Wickham (Fri), A vance: Coulsdon (Wed), Reigate (Thurs).
Further details, Tel: 020 8660 9773,
—

EALING SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE CLUB. Thursdays
8.00 to 10.00 pm. September to June. Tuition and social
dancing. St Andrew's URC Hall, Mount Park Road, Ealing,
W5. Details from Jo Wilson, 18 Kilpatrick Way, Yeading,
Hayes, Middx. UB4 9SX. Tel: 020 8841 3788.
EPPING FOREST SCOTTISH ASSOCIATION meets every
Wednesday, 8.00 pm at Warren Hall, Wanstead, London
E1 1. from September to May. Details from John Tanner, Tel:
020 8504 1632.

www.cfsa.org.uk, email:john@efsa.org.uk.

EPSOM & DISTRICT CALEDONIAN ASSOCIATION.
Dance classes. including beginners, (September to March).
Many other activities including frequent informal dances.
Details from Mrs Carol Burgess, 72 Seymour Avenue, Ewell,
Surrey KT17 211R. Tel: 020 8786 7452.
FARNHAM

Dancing

SCOTS' ASSOCIATION
10.30 pm.
June from 8.00
at St. Andrews United Reformed Church, Frognal Lane,
Finchley Road NW3. Beginners and intermediates
welcome. Details from Miss Joan Burgess, 503A York
Road, London, SW18 lTF. Tel: 020 8870 6131.

Dancing

on

&

DISTRICT

Tuesdays Sept.

SCOTTISH

COUNTRY

Tuesday

at 8.00 pm,

every

DANCING

September

to

CLUB.

May

at

the Memorial Hall, West Street, Farnham, Surrey. Details
from Moira Bawn, 36 Highfield Gardens, Aldershot, Hants
GU11 3DE. Tel: 01252 659527,

FELTHAM & DISTRICT SCOTTISH ASSOCIATION meets

Tuesdays 8.00

pm. September to mid July at the White
House
Community Centre, The Avenue, Hampton.
Instruction by Mrs Margaret Henderson. Details from Mrs
Pamela Black, Tel: 020 8894 9399.
FLEET SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE SOCIETY dance on
alternate Saturdays at various venues in the Fleet Hampshire
area, from 7.30 p.m. to 11.00 p.m. September to May. Full
details from Michael Ferguson, 4 Lendore Road, Fr‘imley,
Camberley, Surrey GU16 7EJ. Tel: 01276 501952.
GERRARDS CROSS SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE CLUB
meets at the Memorial Centre, East Common Road, Gerrards
Cross on Tuesdays at 8 pm. in term time. Details from Mrs
Pauline Smith, Plum Tree Cottage, Oxford Road. Gerrards
Cross. Tel: 01753 884605.
AND
GREENFORD
DISTRICT
CALEDONIAN
ASSOCIATION meet at the British Legion Hall, Oldfield
Lane, Greenford. Visitors welcome. Tuesdays 8.00 pm. to
10.30 pm. Details from Mrs N.Merrick, 2 Hillbeck Way,
Greenford, Middlesex U36 8LT.

Published

by the

RSCDS (London

Branch).

-

-

HARPENDEN SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCING CLUB
meets every Tuesday at 8.00 pm. at Lourdes Hall,
Southdown Road, Harpenden. Classes on Thursdays from
8.00 p.m. Details from Peter George, 120 Clarence Road,
St. Albans, Herts, ALI 4NW. Tel: 01727 843001.
HARROW

&

DISTRICT CALEDONIAN SOCIETY.
Classes Wednesdays, children 700 to 8.00 pm. (from 11
Oct), adults 8.00 to 10.00 pm. (from 20 September),
Kenton

Methodist Church Hall, Woodgrange Avenue,

Kenton. Details of these and other activities from Jane
Forbes, 7 Buckland Rise, Pinner, HA5 3QR. Tel: 020 8428
6055.
HAYES & DISTRICT SCOTTISH ASSOCIATION meets
Fridays 8.00 to 10.00 p.m., September to July, St. Mary‘s
Church Hall, Church Road, Hayes. Details: Margaret
Wallace, Tel: 020 8560 6160.
HERTSMERE REEL CLUB.

Monthly dances to records on
Saturday (excluding Aug. and Sept), 7.30 to 11.00
pm. King Charles the Martyr Hall, Dugdale Hill Lane off
Mutton Lane, Potters Bar. Details: Mary Fouracre, 171
Dunraven Drive, Enfreld, EN2 SLN. Tel: 020 8367 4201:
third

HESTON

&

DISTRICT

SCOTTISH

ASSOCIATION:

Thursdays 8.00 to 10.00 pm. September to July, tuition
followed by social dancing. Also monthly Saturday dances
and ceilidhs. All at Heston Methodist Church Hall. Details
from Mrs Rosemary Mitchell, Tel: 01784 254401,

HORSHAM SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE CLUB meets

Mondays, September

CAMBERLEY REEL CLUB, Dancing eve
at
Tuesday 8
St. Paul’s Church Hall, Church Hill, Cam erley. Detai s from
Sue Wood, 5 Winderrnere Walk, Camberley, Surrey GU15
lRP. Tel: 01276 683044.

_

HAMPSTEAD

to

Road, Adults 7.45 pm.

May

Trafalgar School, Victory
preceded by children's
Details from Mrs P, Hyatt,

at

to 9.45 pm.

Country and Highland classes.
2 Blackbridge Lane, Horsham,

West Sussex, RH12 IRP.

Tel: 01403 263187.

ISLE OF THANET SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCERS
meet Wednesdays September to June at Holy Trinity & St.
John's C. of E. Primary School, St. John’s Road, Margate.
Beginners 7.00 to 8.00 pm. General 800 to 10.00 pm.
Details from Mrs Linda Cross, 60 Bradstow Way,
Broadstairs, Kent. Tel: 01843 861850.

LONDON

HIGHLAND CLUB meets regularly at St.
Pont Street, SW1. Some major functions held
other venues in London: For details see adverts in The
Reel or contact Frank Bennett, 12 Lingfield Road,
Worcester Park, Surrey KT4 8TG. Tel: 020 8715 3564.
Dial-a-programme service: 020 8763 8096.

Columba's,
at

MAIDENHEAD SCOTTISH DANCING CLUB meets every
Tuesday 8.00 pm. at St. Mary's RC. School, Cookham
Road, Maidenhead. First Tuesday in the month Social
Dancing Evening. Details from Anne Montrniny, 233 St.
Leonard's Road, Windsor, Berks SL4 3DR. Tel: 01753
852874.
Website:

www.maidenheadscottishdancingorguk.

ST. ANDREW SOCIETY (LONDON)
District Scots’ Association. Dancing

-

The Wimbledon and

Tuesdays 8.00 pm, at
Community Centre, St. Georges Road,
Wimbledon, SW19. Details: Miss Alison Raffan, 2 Erridge
Wimbledon

Road,

Merton

Park, London, SW19 3JB. Tel: 020 8540 1755.

ST. JOHN’S SCD WOKINGHAM meet every Thursday 8:00
10:15 pm. Sept to May at St: Sebastian's Memorial Hall,
Nine Mile Ride, Wokingharn. Also children‘s class on
Saturday mornings in Crowthome. Details from Sue Davis,
2 Larkswood Drive, Crowthome, Berks. Tel: 01344 774344.
-

THE SCOTTISH CLANS ASSOCIATION OF LONDON
meets at St. Colurnba's Church, Pont Street, London SW1,

Tuesday from October to end of May for Scottish
Country Dancing, 7.00 to 10.00 pm. Details from Tom
Symington. Tel: 020 7834 7151 or 020 7828 6792.
every

SEVENOAKS

REEL CLUB meets every Tuesday from
to May, 8.00 to 10.00 pm. at Kippington
Church Centre, Kippington Road, Sevenoaks. Details from
Pauline Honey, 2 Hunsdon Drive, Sevenoaks, Kent TN13
3AX. Tel: 01732 455872.

September

SHENE

SCOTTISH

DANCING

GROUP

meets

every

Wednesday from September to May 800 to 10.00 pm, at
the Sheen Lane Centre, SW14. Details from Brian
Cresswell, 16 Cole Rd, Twickenham, Middx TWl lEZ.
Tel: 020 8892 0471.
SIDCUP &

DISTRICT CALEDONIAN ASSOCIATION.
on Wednesdays from 8.00 to 10.15 pm. throughthe year at Hurst Community Centre, Hurst Road,
Sidcup, Kent. Details from Terry Boorman, 15 Old Farm

Dancing

out

Road West

SOMERSET

Sidcup,

DA15 8AG. Tel: 020 8302 2974.

BRANCH
Mon. 7.30

RSCDS.

Classes

for

Beginners/

9.30 pm. Experienced dancers
lmprovers
Tues. 7.45
9.45 pm. Both classes held in Monteclefe
School, Somerton. Ladies‘ Step Classes monthly, Thursday
8 10 p.m., Charlton Mackrell, Details from Sheila Barnes,
Tel: 01458 223596,
—

-

-

SOMERSET: ST. MICHAEL‘S SCD CLUB meets every
Thursday 8.00 to 10.00 pm. in the Upper School Hall,
Westfield School, Stiby Road. Yeovil. Details of this and
other local classes from Margaret Bezzant, 01458 272955.
SOUTH DORSET CALEDONIAN SOCIETY. Dancing at
St. Edmund's Church Hall, Lanehouse Rocks Road,
Weymouth, Dorset, Wednesday, 7.30 to 10.00 pm. Details
from Mrs Marion Mitchell, 57 Manor Road Dorchester.
Dorset DT1 2AZ. Tel: 01305 263505.

SOUTH

EAST ESSEX SCOTTISH SOCIETY. Dancing
7:30 to 10.30 pm. St: Peter's Church Hall.
Eastboume Grove, Southend (near the has ital). Tuition
7.30 to 9.00 pm, Details from Mrs Anne
Tel:

Fridays,

Chandler

01702 294645.

SOUTH

EAST

HERTS

SCDS.

Classes:

in

Hertford,

Technique Monday, Inter/Adv Tuesday, Beginners
Thursday, Children Saturday a.m. (Great Amwell).
Monthly dances in Hertford September to June. Details
from Chay Smith, Tel: 01992 442154.
SOUTHWICK SCD CLUB meets Thursdays 8.15 to 10.15
pm. at Southwick Community Centre, Southwick. W
Sussex. Details from Brenda Hinton, Tel: 01273 595017

MAIDSTONE SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE GROUP
meets every Wednesday 8.15
10.15 pm. at The Grove
Green Community Hall, District Centre, Grove Green,
Maidstone, Details from Peter Green, 65 Willington Street,
Bearsted, Maidstone ME15 81R, Tel: 01622 737649.

SURBITON

MEDWAY
AND
DISTRICT
CALEDONIAN
ASSOCIATION. Dancing Thursdays 8.00 to 10.30 pm. at

TUNBRIDGE WELLS BRANCH R.S.C.D,S. Beginners,
General and Advanced classes on Mon, Tues, Thurs, 8.00
to 10.00 p.m., at St. Au ustine's School, Wilrnan Road,
Tunbridge Wells. Detais from Mrs Eileen Orr, 10
Oaklands Road, Groombridge, TN3 98B. Tel‘01892
864531.

-

Upchurch

Village

Hall,

Upchurch,

Kent.

Beginners

welcome. Many other activities. Details from Tim Law, 44
Haig Ave, Chatham. Tel: 01634 409976.

MILTON KEYNES BRANCH RSCDS. Mixed ability class
Mondays 8.00 to 10.00 pm. Bradwell Village Hall, Milton
Keynes. Details from Janice Jones, 10 Corrigan Close,
Bletchley, MK3 GBP. Tel: 01908 372595.
NORTH HERTS REEL CLUB. Dancing most Wednesdays
8.00 to 10.00 pm. from September to May at Roecroft

School, Stotfold. Informal Saturday Dances. Details from
Mrs Jennifer Warburton, 17 Victoria Road, Shefl‘ord Beds:
8017 5AL. Tel: 01462 812691.

ORPINGTON

6L

DISTRICT CALEDONIAN

SOCIETY.

Dancing every Thursday 7.45 to 10.15 pm. at Pens Wood
Memorial Hall. Classes held Monday evenings at

Chislehurst Village Hall. Details from Mrs V.J. Vincent 2
Keith Cottages, Luxted Road, Downe, Orpington, Kent
BR6 7JY. TeVFax: 01959 575750.
OXFORDSHIRE

BRANCH

R.S.C.D.S.
Dancing on
Thursdays throughout the year in Oxford. Details from
Diana Tucker, Pond Farm, 32 Leys Road, Cumnor, Oxford
OX2 9QF. Tel: 01865 863427,

READING ST.
ANDREWS
SCOTTISH
DANCING
SOCIETY. Dancing at St. Andrew's URC. London Road,
Reading from 8:00 to 10.00 pm. September to May,
Tuesdays (elementary) and Wednesdays (general). Details:
Rita Cane, 45 Beech Lane, Earley, Reading R06 5PT. Tel:
0118 975 7507.

& DISTRICT CALEDONIAN SOCIETY,
every Thursday at 8 pm. September to mid June
at St: Mark's Church Hall, Church Hill Road, Surbiton
Details from David Horwill, 64 Catherine Drive, Sunbury—
on-Thames, Middx TW16 7TG. Tel: 01932 784866.

Dancing

WALLINGTON:

SCOTTISH

ASSOCIATION

FOR

WALLINGTON, CARSHALTON 8L DISTRICT hold
weekly adult Classes for Beginner, lnterrnediate and
Advanced levels on Monday evenings: Details from Mrs
Maggie Westley, 56 Mount Park, Carshalton, Surrey SM5

4P8. Tel/Fax: 020 8647 9899,
email: dmwestley@btintemet.com.

WATFORD & WEST HERTS SCOTTISH SOCIETY.
Dancing Class at Bushey Community Centre, High Street,
Bushey (ad‘aeent to Bushey Golf and Country Club).
Thursdays om 8.00 to 10.00 p.m., Details from Stuart
Kreloff, 60, Tunnel Wood Road, Watford, Herts WD17
4GB. Tel: 01923 492475.
WEMBLEY

&

DISTRICT

SCOTTISH

ASSOCIATION

Mondays 8.00 pm. Dance Class. Kenton Methodist
Church, Woodgrange Avenue, Kenton. Details from Mrs
Pam Crisp, 19 Compton Place, Watford. WDI SHF.

Tel: 020 8421 0470.
WHITE

HEATHER
8.00

Wednesdays

-

SCOTTISH DANCE CLUB meets
10.00 p.m. at the Methodist Church

Hall, Winchester Road, Highams Park, London E4. All
grades from beginners upwards. Details: Brian Baker, 39
Bunrharn Rd, Chmgford, London EA 8PD. Tel: 020 8529 5121.
WINCHESTER BRANCH RSCDS Club night (all abilities)
Wednesday 8.00 10.00 p.m., Weeke Community Centre.
Classes Tuesdays 8:00 10.00 p.m., St Paul’s Church Hall.
Details from Katherine Clow, 8 Windermere Gardens,
Alresford, Hants $024 9NL: Tel: 01962 733253. email:
-

-

RICHMOND

CALEDONIAN

SOCIETY

meets

at

the

Oddfellows Hall, Parkshot, Richmond, every Wednesday
evening at 8.00 pm. from mid September to end of May.
All welcome. Details from John Frith, 70 Clarence Road,
Teddington, Middx. TWI I OBW'. Tel: 020 8977 6195.
ST. ALBANS & MID HERTS CALEDONIAN SOCIETY.
Dancing most Fridays from October to March. Group
meets at Homewood Road U.R. Church Hall, Sandpit
Lane, St. Albans at 8.00 pm. Details from Mrs 1.
Smallwood, 26 Gresford Close, St. Albans, Herts AL4
OUB. Tel: 01727 760878.

Printed

katherine.clow@virgin.net.
WITHAM

Dancing

&

DISTRICT

CALEDONIAN

SOCIETY.

Wednesday 8.00 to 10:00 p.m., The Centre,
Witlram, Essex. Details from John Gorrie, 14

every

UR Church,

Coleridge RcL Maldon.

Essex CM9 6DH. Tel: 01621 854006,

Would ou like to advertise our
Con act Jeff Robertson, el: 01444

here?

Society82423

by Cassia Graphics. Tel: 01923 23 7088, email: scd@cassio.screaming. net

