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I hope you are all refreshed after the summer 
break and raring to go with a new season of 
Scottish country dancing.  
 A good number attended the Branch AGM 
and enjoyed the delicious tea provided by our 
Vice-Presidents and their helpers. The accounts 
and Annual Report were accepted and our 
President and Vice-Presidents re-elected. The 
new committee is now in place and draft 
minutes of the meeting will be available on the 
website shortly. 
 I am delighted that Rachel Wilton has agreed 
to take on the mantle of Publicity Convenor 
following the unprecedented standard set by 
Michael Nolan who is stepping down.  
 Kensington Gardens was a new venture for 
our Garden Dance this year and outdoor dancing 
in front of the Bandstand was the order of the 
day. Our thanks to Liam Stewart and his 
Scottish Country Dance Band for providing the 
music and to MCs James Fairbairn and Wilson 
Nicol for their guidance and encouragement. 
Souvenir programmes were available and a prize 
draw was held. The Demonstration Team and 
the Children worked well together and the many 
helpers ensured the success of the afternoon.  
 Following the continued success of our Dance 
Scottish Week activities last year, we look 
forward to another four sessions of dancing in 
Kensington Gardens leading up to our Open 
House taster evening and the start of season 
Saturday Dance with the Glencraig Scottish 
Dance Band. As last year, a Ceilidh dance event 
will be held on Friday 17 September at Pont Street.  

Issue No 274 will be with UK based members by 4 December 2010 unless delayed in the post. Contributions for that issue should be sent preferably by email 
 to editor@rscdslondon.org.uk. Postal contributions should be sent to Wilson Nicol, 14 Great Woodcote Park, Purley, Surrey CR8 3QS  

to arrive by 6 November 2010. (Issue No 275 will arrive by 12 February 2011). 
The opinions expressed by contributors in The Reel do not necessarily reflect the official position of the RSCDS, nor of the Branch. 

OUR ANNIVERSARY 
Many thanks to all who have attended our 80th Anniversary events this year so far. 
We look forward to seeing as many of you as possible at the dances to come, and to 
welcoming new members at our functions. 
    As well as all the Dance Scottish Week activities in September there are lots of 
opportunities for both experienced and new dancers to continue celebrating with the 
Branch. 
    In October we have the Day School with Musicians’ Workshop and Evening 
Ceilidh, followed by the Anniversary Ball with the Craigellachie Band at the end of 
the month. 
    We celebrate St Andrew’s Day in November with our Family Day and Evening 
Dance for all. During the day there will be the open children’s class and family 
afternoon dance, then the evening dance is the perfect opportunity for new and 
experienced dancers to have fun together – so bring your friends and enjoy the 
music of Iain Cathcart and his band. 
    December and our last 80th Anniversary event, the Christmas Dance to the music 
of Marian Anderson and her band. Our dance programmes throughout the year have 
reflected the history of the Society and the Branch with dances from across the 
decades. The Christmas dance gives the chance to dance some old favourites and to 
look to the future with new dances recently published in RSCDS Book 46, including 
Peggy Spouse MBE – danced to the original tune composed by Marian herself. 
    Look out for a round up of the 80th Anniversary in the next edition of The Reel, 
as well as details of what 2011 will bring for the Branch. 

Angela Young,   Vice-Chairman and 80th 
Anniversary Sub-Committee Convenor 

CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS 
 In October, our Musicians Workshop and Day 
School will be held at Paddington Academy, 
W9p2DR which is another new venue. Our 
thanks to Margaret Catchick for her thorough 
research and organisation.  
  At the end of October we hold our Branch 
Anniversary Ball at Hammersmith Town Hall 
with Ian Muir and the Craigellachie Band. As 
the guest list includes the Society President and 
Chairman along with our own President, this 
promises to be a rather special evening.  
 In November we have our Family Day and 
evening Dance with Iain Cathcart and his Band. 
We herald in the festive season with Marian 
Anderson at our Christmas Dance which draws 
our Anniversary Year activities to a fitting close.  
  It is important to encourage new members to 
replenish the Society’s blood and maintain the 
tradition of Scottish Country Dancing for many 
years to come. I would like to challenge each 
one of you to recruit one new member this 
season to ensure the future of the Branch and the 
Society.  
 Please remember to look at the enclosed list of 
classes and dances to find out what’s going on in 
and around London – there is something to suit 
everyone. In particular I would draw your 
attention to the Highland and Step Dance 
classes, which offer an insight into something a 
little bit different.  
  I look forward to seeing you on the dance 
floor during the course of this exciting season. 

Jeff Robertson 

Dancers enjoying the 80th 
Anniversary Picnic Dance in 
Kensington Gardens 

What’s Inside: 
3  Anniversary Events 
4    Classes 
5   Day School 
8   Swanwick 
9   Music Items 
12-13   Letters 
16-17   Dance Events 

At the Dance Through the Decades Jane Lindsey 
Rousseau and Mark Damerell lead  

the allemande in Miss Hadden’s Reel 
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BRANCH COMMUNICATIONS 
TO MEMBERS 

Communications to members has traditionally 
been via the pages of The Reel, plus in recent 
years, the information on the Branch website.  
Nowadays many members have email addresses 
which offer a third method of providing 
information to members. If you have provided 
your email address to the Branch Membership 
Secretary, Gaynor Curtis for the purpose of 
receiving such communication, you may have 
received, for example, messages from the 
Chairman. If you have not, in spite of the Branch 
knowing your email address, this is because you 
have not explicitly authorised us to send such 
communications to you. If this is the case and 
you wish to receive them in future, please send 
an email to Gaynor (membership@ 
rscdslondon.org.uk) asking her to add your name 
to the email list. 

ROYAL SCOTTISH 
COUNTRY DANCE 
SOCIETY 
 

Patron  
H.M. The Queen 
 

President – Dr Alastair MacFadyen 
Chairman – Alex Gray  

 
HEADQUARTERS:  

12 Coates Crescent, Edinburgh, EH3 7AF 
Tel: 0131 225 3854; Fax: 0131 225 7783, 

email: info@rscds.org. 
www.rscds.org. 

 
LONDON BRANCH 

 

Hon. President: 
Mary Stoker 

 

Hon. Vice-Presidents: 
Mary Barker, Stella Booth,  

Jenny Greene, Marie Jamieson,  
John Laurie, Owen Meyer, Rosemary Tilden. 

 

Chairman: 
Jeff Robertson, 

31 Alinora Avenue, Goring-by-Sea, 
West Sussex BN12 4NA 

Tel: 01903 245718. 
email: jtr@ctg.co.uk  

 

Vice-Chairman: 
Angela Young, 

75 Studland Road, Hanwell, 
London, W7 3QU 

email: aady@mac.com 
 

Hon. Secretary: 
Stewart Murray, 

139 Cottenham Park Road, 
London, SW20 0DW 
Tel: 020 8946 3150. 

email: stewart.murray@btinternet.com 
 

Hon. Treasurer: 
Simon Wales, 

Flat 6, 86 Worcester Rd, Sutton,  
Surrey SM2 6QQ.   

Tel: 020 8643 0952. 
email: simon_wales@talk21.com 

 

SUB-COMMITTEES 
Youth: ......................... Angela Young, Elaine Davies.  
Classes:  ........ Margaret Catchick, Gillian Bloomfield, 

George Potts, Lena Robinson, 
 Margaret Shaw, Elaine Wilde.  

Dances:  ............... Jeff Robertson, Margaret Catchick, 
George Potts, Marjory Reid, Lena Robinson, 

Margaret Shaw, Angela Young,.  
Demonstrations:  .......... Elaine Wilde, Angela Young  
Publicity: ...  Rachel Wilton (Publicity), Wilson Nicol 

(Reel), Rita Marlow* (Reel Distribution),  
Meryl Thomson*(website)  

Open-air & Picnic Dances:  ............. James Fairbairn,  
Jeff Robertson, Jerry Reinstein 

80th Anniversary Events:  ................. Angela Young,  
Margaret Catchick, Andrew Kellett*,  

Rachel Wilton, Simon Wales 
Membership: .......................................  Gaynor Curtis* 
Bookstall:  .............................................. Ian Anderson*  
CCPR:  ..................... Marie Jamieson*, Simon Wales.  
Hon Archivist:  ..................................... Iris Anderson* 
SE Branches:  ........................................ Rachel Wilton  
Combined Societies:  ........................... Jeff Robertson 

*Indicates a non-Executive Committee member. 
Website:    www.rscdslondon.org.uk  

 

Objects of London Branch 
To advance the education of the public in the 
London area in traditional Scottish Country 
Dancing, in particular by: 
 a) preserving and furthering the practice of 
traditional Scottish Country Dances; 
 b) providing or assisting in providing instruction 
in the dancing of Scottish Country Dances; 
 c) promoting the enjoyment and appreciation of 
Scottish Country Dancing and Music by any 
suitable means. 

MEMBERSHIP 
Membership of the RSCDS and London 
Branch costs £19.00 per annum for UK 
based members (£19.50 for Europe; £21.50 
elsewhere). There is a discount of £3 for 
members aged 18 to 25 and for each of two 
members living at the same address. For 
members aged 12-17 there is a discount of 
£7.50. Current members of other Branches 
can join London Branch for £4.00 per 
annum if they live in the UK (£4.50 in 
Europe and £6.50 elsewhere).  
   London Branch membership brings 
benefits including The Reel, while Society 
membership includes the bi-annual dance 
publication, Scottish Country Dancer. 
   Membership applications and enquiries 
should be sent to the Membership Secretary, 
Gaynor Curtis, 60 Bishops Wood, St Johns, 
Woking GU21 3QB, tel: 01483 721989. 

COMMITTEE AFFAIRS 
During the coming quarter, the London Branch 
Committee will meet on 6 September and 7 
October. Suggestions for items to be discussed 
should be sent to the Secretary at least two weeks 
before the dates of the meetings. 

THANK YOU 
The Branch AGM welcomes new faces on to the 
committee and thanks those who are retiring. 
   This year we bid farewell to James Fairbairn 
and Michael Nolan and thank them for their 
sterling contribution over the years and trust that 
they will still be available for consultation in 
their new role as senior statesmen. 
   The Committee welcomes Elaine Wilde, Lena 
Robinson and Rachel Wilton as new members 
and hope that they enjoy their time serving the 
Branch and continuing the good work of their 
predecessors. 
   In addition to the members of the Committee 
important roles are carried out under the category 
of non-executive Committee Member. These 
include our Membership secretary, Gaynor Curtis 
and Rita Marlow who distributes The Reel to non 
Branch members. Other posts in this category of 
unsung heroes includes Ian and Meryl Thomson 
who maintain our superb Website; Ian Anderson 
who runs the Bookstall; Iris Anderson our 
Archivist; Robert Elliott our Auditor and Marie 
Jamieson our Representative to the Central 
Council for Physical Recreation.  
   A special thank you also goes to Caroline 
Hamilton for maintaining the South East Dance 
Diary and to our Branch photographer, Stephen 
Webb. 
   On behalf of the Branch I would like to thank 
you all for doing so much to keep the Branch 
flourishing.  

Jeff Robertson 

REQUEST FOR FIRST AIDERS 
Recently at Branch functions we have on 
occasions required a First Aider, and it’s good 
that dancers are willing to volunteer on the spot. 
   The Committee feel that where possible we 
should identify a qualified First Aider at our 
events. 
   If you hold a current First Aid Certificate and 
would be willing to act in this capacity at any 
dance please let a member of the Committee 
know – either on the night, or by email.  

NEW COMMITTEE 
MEMBERS 

 
LENA ROBINSON  

We welcome back Lena to the Committee after a 
short break. Lena needs no further introduction 
because although not on the Committee as such, 
she has been beavering away tirelessly in the 
background at all the Branch functions.  
 

ELAINE WILDE 

EDITORIAL 
When I came down to 
London in 1957, the Branch 
was running a Ball annually 
in the Hyde Park hotel in 
Central  London and 
w e e k e n d  e v e n t s  a t 

Pulborough and Bisham Abbey, so it has been 
heartening that events of that nature have been 
revived for the 80th Anniversary year. The 
weekend at Swanwick was a roaring success (I 
was disappointed that I couldn’t go since I was 
recuperating from a heart bypass operation). The 
Ball scheduled for the end of October is a sell-
out showing that there is a demand for formal 
dress up occasions. It is salutary however to 
remember that they have only happened through 
the unstinting hard work of our volunteers, 
finding suitable locations and attending to the 
details involved in such operations. Our sincere 
thanks to all involved. Have we any more 
members willing to step forward to promote 
more of such events in the future? 

Elaine has been in the Demonstration Class for 
six years contributing experience and elegant 
dancing as well as helping with the 
administration of the class for a period. Her 
experience of Scottish Country dancing is wide – 
she is currently a member of the Society 
Management Board and is President of Croydon 
& District Branch (has been Chairman, Branch 
teacher and demonstration team Director for 12 
years).  
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BRANCH  

BOOKSTALL 
At your service 

 
Books and CDs for 
Scottish Dancers 

 
Mail order from Ian Anderson, 
104 Whitedown Lane, Alton, 

Hants GU34 1QR 
Tel: 01420 84599 

email: bookstall@rscdslondon.org.uk. 
 

10% reduction on RSCDS publications 
and recordings bought by members. 

Please state your Branch when ordering. 
 

N.B.: The Bookstall Stocklist is  
available on the Branch Website. 

80th ANNIVERSARY 
BALL 

Saturday 30 October 2010 
7.30 for 8.00 - 1.00am 

Hammersmith Town Hall, King St, W6 9JU 
CRAIGELLACHIE six-piece Band 

 

The Jubilee Jig  .................................  Leaflet 
The Westminster Reel ..........................  45-1 
The Braes of Tulliemet  ........................  7-12 
Miss Allie Anderson  .......................  Leaflet 
Fraser’s Favourite  ............................  Leaflet 
The Valentine  .........................  5 for 2009-4 
Miss Mary Douglas  ...........................  10-11 
Culla Bay  .............................................  41-2 
Cramond Bridge  ................. London 1979-4 
 

Ladies’ Fancy   .................................... 13-12 
The Earl of Mansfield  .....................  Leaflet 
Miss Milligan’s Strathspey  .............  Leaflet 
All for Mary   ......................  London 75th-1 
The Duke & Duchess of Edinburgh  ..... 39-7 
Margaret Parker’s Strathspey  ..............  31-3 
Argyll’s Fancy   ..........................  Graded 23 
Jean Martin of Aberdeen  .................  3-2006 
The Montgomeries’ Rant   ...................  10-1 

 
There is now a waiting list for tickets for this 

function. Further details Rachel Wilton 
wiltonrachel@hotmail.com 

DANCE SCOTTISH 
WEEK 

Join the Branch for a variety of events to 
start off the dancing year and continue 
celebrating our 80th Anniversary. 
 

Saturday 11 September 
2.00 - 4.00pm 

Dancing in Kensington Gardens 
by the Bandstand.  

The last Saturday of the Open Air Season 
 

Wednesday 15 September 
RSCDS London Open House, 

6.30 - 9.30pm 
St Columba’s Church, Pont Street, SW1 0BD 

Taster sessions for all 
from beginners to experienced dancers. 

Branch Teachers – Maureen Campbell, Dave 
Hall, Davinia Miln, Rachel Wilton, Angela 
Young with live music and dancing for all. 
   As well as a chance for beginners to find out 
what the Branch can offer, this is your chance to 
try classes you haven’t tried before with 
technique and highland tasters as well as an 
opportunity to try dances from the new RSCDS 
publications. 
 

Friday 17 September 
Ceilidh to the music  

of the Glencraig Scottish Dance Band 
7.00 - 10.30pm 

Bring along all your friends to this evening of 
popular and simple dances to the music of this 
lively Scottish Dance Band. See the details in the 
advert on the left. 
 

Saturday 18 September 
Children’s Class –  10.15am  

see Focus on Youth 
Youth Workshop – 1.00pm 

Teacher Dave Hall 
Scotland in September 

7.00 - 10.30pm  
St Columba’s Church, Pont Street, SW1 0BD. 

The first branch dance of the new season with 
music from Nicol McLaren and the Glencraig 
Band means we’re sure to have a great evening! 
See the programme in the box in the adjacent 
column. 

FUTURE BRANCH DANCES 
15 January 2011……...Burns Supper and Dance 

Strathallan Band 
26 March 2011…….…....Spring Branch Dance 

David Hall and his Band 
14 May 2011….Musicians Workshop and Dance 

Leader: Angela Young 
11 June 2011…...……....Summer Branch Dance 

Ian Robertson and his Band 

ST ANDREW’S 
DANCE 

Saturday 27 November 2010 
St Columba’s Church, Pont St. SW1 0BD  

7.00 - 10.30pm 
Iain Cathcart and his Band 

The programme will include some of the 
traditional dances of Scotland, such as the 
Eightsome Reel and Strip the Willow, plus 
ceilidh dances – waltzes, two-steps and 
polkas as well as some other straightforward 
country dances.  
   All the dances will be talked through and 
called, and some will be shown on the floor. 
Have friends/family/colleagues been daunted 
by unknown dances? This is the dance for 
them but also for you!  

Dances will be walked and called. 
Scottish food, Scottish music, 

Scottish DANCING 
Admission £8.50 members, 

£9.50 non members 
Welcome drink and refreshments provided 

SCOTLAND IN 
SEPTEMBER 

With the Glencraig Scottish Dance Band 
Saturday 18 September 

7.00 - 10.30pm 
St Columba’s Church, Pont Street, SW1 0BD 
 

The Happy Meeting ................................ 29-9 
General Stuart’s Reel .............................. 10-3 
MacDonald of the Isles ....................... Haynes 
None So Pretty ........................................ 19-1 
The Jubilee Jig .................................... Leaflet 
Gang the Same Gate ............................... 36-4 
The Reel of the 51st Division ............... 13-10 
The Braes of Breadalbane ...................... 21-7 
Ladies’ Fancy ......................................... 13-2 
 

John of Bon Accord ................................ 33-5 
The Gentleman ....................................... 35-5 
The Starry Eyed Lassie ......................... 23-11 
The Westminster Reel ............................ 45-1 
Sugar Candie .......................................... 26-9 
The Wild Geese ...................................... 24-3 
West’s Hornpipe ............................. 5 for 65-3 
Neidpath Castle ...................................... 22-9 
The Ladies of Dunse ............................. 26-11 
 

Youth Workshop Attendees £5;  
Members £8:50 / Non-Members £9:50 

ANNIVERSARY 
CHRISTMAS DANCE 

Saturday 11 December, 2010 
7.00 - 10.30pm 

St Columba’s Church, Pont St. SW1 0BD  
Marian Anderson and her Band 

 

The Jubilee Jig  ................................  Leaflet 
London Reel ........................  London 75th-8 
Peggy Spouse MBE ...........................  46-11 
The Starry-Eyed Lassie  ....................  23-11 
The Deil amang the tailors  .................. 14-7 
The Silver Tassie  ............................  Leaflet 
The Wild Geese  ..................................  24-3 
The Robertson Rant  ............................  39-8 
Scott Meikle  ........................................ .46-3 
 

St Andrew’s Fair  .....................  5 for 1982-2 
None So Pretty  ....................................  19-1 
The Braes of Breadalbane  ..................  21-7 
Best Set in the Hall  .............................  46-7 
Clutha  ..................................................  31-1 
Gang the Same Gate  ...........................  36-4 
Major Ian Stewart  ...............................  35-4 
The Minister on the Loch  .......  3 for 2008-2 
General Stuart’s Reel  ..........................  10-3 

 
Members £16 /non-members  £17 

Reception drink and refreshments provided 
Those with Highland/evening dress are 

encouraged to wear it. 

CEILIDH 
Friday 17 September 

7.00 - 10.30pm 
Nicol McLaren and the  

Glencraig Scottish Dance Band 
St Columba’s Church, Pont Street, SW1 0BD 

Encourage all your friends who have always 
wanted to try Scottish Dancing to come along 
and dance the night away with everything from 
The Dashing White Sergeant to The Eightsome 
Reel, and just a few popular ceilidh dances in 
between. 
   All are welcome and we look forward to a 
fantastic evening dancing to this leading Scottish 
Band. 

Members £9, Non-Members £12 

ANNIVERSARY EVENTS 
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BEGINNERS Wednesday   6.30 - 8.00 Marlborough School,  Sloane Avenue, SW3 3AP Davinia Miln / Jane Ng 
IMPROVING YOUR SOCIAL DANCING  Wednesday     8.00 - 9.30    Marlborough School,  Sloane Avenue, SW3 3AP Rachel Wilton / Ian Cutts 
TECHNIQUE Wednesday    7.00 - 9.00 Marlborough School,  Sloane Avenue, SW3 3AP Maureen Campbell / Ken Martlew 
GENERAL  Wednesday 2.30 - 4.30 St Columba’s Church Hall, Pont Street, SW1X 0BD Jeni Rutherford 
DEMONSTRATION Tuesday     For details contact James Fairbairn, 01865 512308 Angela Young / Sandra Smith 

Term starts on Wednesday 22 September 2010 and ends on Wednesday 1 December 2010. Half term is on Wednesday 27 October 2010.  
Wednesday evening classes cost  ₤65.00 for ten week term (₤60.00 for Branch members). For members and non-members each half 

term costs ₤35.00. The cost per session is ₤8.00. 
 

The term for the Wednesday afternoon class begins on 22 September, 2010 and will end on Wednesday 15 December 2010. Half-term 
will be on Wednesday 20 October 2010, and in addition there will not be a class on Wednesday 24 November 2010.  

For further details regarding the Wednesday afternoon class please contact Jeni Rutherford, email: jrutherford@freeuk.com  

BRANCH CLASSES 
Come to class, meet old friends, make new ones, improve your dancing and have fun! 

     Class Day Time Location  Teacher / Musician 

HIGHLAND/STEP ONE DAY 
WORKSHOPS 

Oddfellows Hall, Richmond, TW9 2RT 
(minutes from Richmond Station) 

Sunday 21 November 2010 
Sunday 6 February 2011 

Sunday 10 April 2011 
This series of three one day workshops 
incorporates Highland Dancing in the morning 
and Ladies Step in the afternoon. They replace 
the previous Highland and Ladies’ Step classes. 
The teachers for these Workshops are: 

21 November 2010 
 Highland: David Hall 
 Ladies’ Step: Angela Young 
6 February 2011 
 Highland: David Hall 
 Ladies’ Step: Alice Stainer 
10 April 2011 
 Highland: David Hall 
 Ladies’ Step: Angela Young 

   All those attending are welcome to stay for the 
whole day or come for either the morning or 
afternoon sessions. The cost will be: 
All day ₤18.00 (RSCDS member) 
 ₤20.00 (non-RSCDS member) 
Half-day  ₤9.00 (RSCDS member) 
       ₤10.00 (non-RSCDS member) 
   The Highland class will commence at 10.30am 
and run till 12.30pm (morning coffee at 10.00am). 
The Ladies Step class will commence at 2.00pm 
and run till 4.00pm. 
   There are local establishments nearby for 
lunch. 

Contact Margaret Shaw on 020 7329 2847 or 
email: classes2@rscdslondon.org.uk  

SUNDAY ADVANCED 
TECHNIQUE CLASSES 

Band Hall, Coram’s Fields 
93 Guilford Street, WC1N 1DN 

11.00am-1.00pm 
Sunday, 28 November 2010   

Teachers:  ........... Philippe & Lindsey Rousseau 
Musician:  ..........................................  David Hall 

Sunday, 12 December 2010 
Teacher: .............................................. David Hall 
Musician: .......................................  Judith Smith 

Nearest underground station: Russell Square 
Cost: £8.00. Free on-street parking available 

Local establishments available for lunch 
Further details from  

Margaret Catchick on 01494 772305 or 
email: classes@rscdslondon.org.uk. 

WINTER SCHOOL 2011 
Details of the 2011 Winter School is on the 

Society’s website. Booking for  
Winter School 2011 is now open.  

Course 1: Sunday 20 to Friday 25 February 2011. 
Staff: Marian Anderson, Elaine Brunken, 
Graham Donald, Linda Gaul, Dave Hall, 
Muriel Johnstone, Peter Shand, Keith Smith. 

Course 2: Sunday 27 February to Friday 4 March 
2011. 

Staff: Linda Gaul, Muriel Johnstone,  
Jim Lindsay, Robert Mackay, David Queen, 
Jim Rae, Ian Robertson, Angela Young.  

The School is open to members of the Society 
over the age of 16, on a residential basis only. 
Applications should have been in before 15 July, 
but late applications may be considered if space 
is available. 

FOCUS ON YOUTH 
Children’s Classes 

The Branch Children’s Class will start for 
a new term on Saturday mornings –  

18 September.  
(This first class will be held at Paddington 

Academy Marylands Road, W9 2DR.)  
30 October, 13 November, 11 December 

10.15 - 11.30am 
St Columba’s Church Hall, Pont Street, 

London SW1X 0BD 
Teacher: …………...Angela Young 

Newcomers are always welcome! 
 

Family Day – 27 November 
St Columba’s Church Hall, Pont Street, 

London SW1X 0BD 
11.30am - 1.00pm   Children’s Class 

followed by lunch for all dancers 
2.00 - 4.30pm   Dance to the music of  

Iain Cathcart and his Band 
Dances will be from: The Barmkin 
(Graded Book 2), Cumberland Reel, The 
Dashing White Sergeant, The Dhoon, 
Espie McNabb, The Highland Fair, The 
Flying Scotsman, A Jig for Mrs Dunn 
(SCD for Children), Jig to the Music, 
Johnny Groat’s House, The Loch Ness 
Monster (Graded Book 2), The Merry 
Reapers, Petronella, Rabbie’s Reel, A Reel 
for Jeannie, The Round Reel of Eight, The 
White Cockade, The Wild Geese. 
Everyone is welcome for all or part of the 
day, and the dances in the afternoon will 

be talked through. 
For more details please contact  

Angela Young on 07976 353 608. 
 

ANNIVERSARY YOUTH  
WORKSHOP   

Saturday 18 September 
Teacher:...……….. Dave Hall 

Refreshments 1.00pm 
Workshop 1.30 - 4.00pm 

New Venue – Paddington Academy, 
Marylands Road, W9 2DR. Please contact 
Angela for directions, or more information, 

mobile 07976 353608 
email aady@mac.com  

Join everyone for Pizza after the workshop 
before returning to the Branch dance. 

Contact Angela Young for more details. 
Please see DSW Information for details of 

the Anniversary Ceilidh on the Friday 
evening. 

All welcome! 

KENSINGTON GARDENS 
By courtesy of the Royal Parks we are continuing 
our open air dancing by the Bandstand in 
Kensington Gardens this year. The last two this 
season will be on 4 and 11 September from 2.00 
to 4.00pm and we will have music from a lively 
band to dance to and a friendly caller to guide 
everyone through the dances. The Dem Team 
will do a brief display during the pause at three. 
We hope that veterans recalling past pleasures 
will want to support the events again. If you have 
not been before then it is a lovely way to spend a 
couple of hours on a sunny afternoon, alone or en 
famille, possibly sampling some of the other 
pleasures to be had in the park as well, such as 
the Diana Memorial playground with its new 
café, the Albert Memorial, the Italian Gardens, 
the Round Pond and the Serpentine Gallery. 
   There are trees for shade and lots of grassy 
space on which to establish camp. Do remember 
to bring your own water and refreshments and 
even a sun hat or parasol. There are loos quite 
close by at Palace Gate. You can park on meters 
in nearby streets and tube access is from High 
Street Kensington, Gloucester Road, Queensway 
or Bayswater stations. 

NEW BOOK CLASS 
Thursday 23 September 

7.00 to 9.30pm 
Lower Hall, St Columba’s Church, Pont St 

This summer the RSCDS has published two new 
books, Book 46 and The Graded Book 2. The 
Branch will be running a class for all who wish 
to learn the Book 46 dances.  Teachers and 
musicians will be Dave Hall and Angela Young 
both of whom taught Book 46 at summer School 
in St Andrews. The cost £8   
   Books and CDs of the above will be on sale at 
the class. 

James Fairbairn 
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SOUTH EAST REGION 
TEACHERS’ ASSOCIATION 
The South East Region Teachers’ Association 
(SERTA) organises workshops for Scottish 
dance teachers. It is open to anyone who takes an 
SCD class, whether qualified or not, those with a 
dance teaching qualification and those taking 
teaching courses. If you wish to join the mailing 
list or have any queries, please contact me at 
mikejohnson@waitrose.com, at 4 Gatehampton 
Cottages, Gatehampton Road, Goring, Reading 
RG8 9LX, or on 01491 873 026. 
   The next workshop will be in 
Finchampstead on 19 September 2010. In the 
morning, Marilyn Watson will lead a discussion 
on teaching Scottish Country Dancing to 
children. The afternoon session, “What works for 
you?”, explores different approaches to teaching 
formations from either side of the dance. 

RSCDS LONDON BRANCH  
DAY SCHOOL 

Step out together with the music 
Saturday, 16 October , 2010 

Paddington Academy, Marylands Road, London, W9 2DR 
(PLEASE NOTE - NEW VENUE) 

 
This year there will be two classes for Advanced Dancers, as well as a Mixed Ability Class 

and an Improvers class. 
  
Morning:   10.30 - 12.30 
Advanced:   (Applicants must be energetic and proficient dancers with a thorough 
knowledge of all formations)  
   Teachers:   Janet Johnston Musicians: Andrew Lyon 
     Angela Young  David Hall 

Mixed Ability:   (suitable for those with a good standard of dancing & a sound knowledge 
of steps & formations) 
   Teacher: Maureen Campbell Musician:    George MacLennan 

Newcomers & Improvers:   (suitable for those with some 
knowledge of basic steps and formations) 
   Teacher: Gaynor Curtis Musician:    Phil Jones  
 

 
Lunch: 12.30 - 14.00 
A cold boxed lunch may be purchased. Alternatively there are facilities for packed lunches 
or pubs and cafes in the local area. 
 

 
Afternoon:   14.00 - 16.00 
Advanced:   (Applicants must be energetic and proficient dancers with a thorough 
knowledge of all formations) 
   Teachers: Angela Young Musicians:   David Hall 
    Janet Johnston  Andrew Lyon 

Mixed Ability: (suitable for those with a good standard of dancing & a sound 
knowledge of steps & formations) 
   Teacher: Gaynor Curtis Musician:     Phil Jones 

Newcomers & Improvers:  (suitable for those with some knowledge of basic steps and 
formations) 
   Teacher:    Maureen Campbell Musician:     George MacLennan 
 

 
Optional Extras:   17.00 - 18.00 
After tea, served from 16.00, there will be three optional classes to choose from. These 
are: 
♦ Dances from the London Jubilee Books:  
   Teacher: Maureen Campbell Musician:    Phil Jones 
 ♦ Highland/Step: 
   Teacher:   Janet Johnston Musician: George MacLennan 
♦ The View from the Stage – What Makes A Great Evening: 
   A talk by Ian Robertson 
   
If you do not wish to do anything too active you may prefer to enjoy some free time before 
the evening ceilidh. The choice is yours. 
 
Musicians’ Workshop 
Led by Ian Robertson this will take place in both the morning and afternoon. This year the 
course will concentrate on the basics of playing for dancing. Areas will include repertoire 
choice, tempo, tips on the principle rhythms and the art of turning a group of musicians into 
a band.. Although there will not be an opportunity to play for the evening dancing, everyone 
is welcome to stay and contribute a ceilidh item. 
 
Evening Ceilidh:   18.30 - 21.30 
This will follow the Day School and once again we anticipate much fun and entertainment. 
Dancing will be to Andrew Lyon and David Hall. Tickets are available in advance from 
Margaret Catchick and on the door. 
 
For further details and an application form for either the Day School or the Musicians 
Workshop, please contact Margaret Catchick, 251 Botley Road, Ley Hill, Chesham, Bucks, 
HP5 1YD, enclosing a stamped s.a.e. Tel: 01494-772305, email: margaretcatchick 
@hotmail.com. Application forms are also obtainable on the London Branch website, the 
Branch dance, or from your class teacher. 
 

CLASSES TO SUIT EVERYONE 
DON’T MISS IT!! 

RSCDS TEACHERS  
EXAMS 

Eleven candidates took RSCDS Teachers 
Certificate Exams in Hemel Hempstead in June, 
including five from London Branch. Jean Martin 
of Aberdeen and our own Ann Dix were the 
examiners, Barbara Manning, the course 
musician. (picture back page). 

All nine candidates taking teaching units 
passed; two re-taking Unit 2 (the dancing exam) 
didn’t make it. It is hard to achieve at retirement 
age the exacting footwork Jean Milligan could 
expect from her young dancers! 

A first for Hertfordshire, the course was kindly 
backed by Milton Keynes Branch. The 
inspiration for it arose out of successful layered 
technique classes that have been running in 
Hemel Hempstead and Watford over the last five 
years. 

Three of the candidates live in Hertfordshire; 
others travelled distances ranging from 
Northampton and Cambridge to the East coast, 
and one from Strasbourg, France. 

The successful candidates were: 
Units 1,2 & 3 
 Marjorie Beaumont (Headquarters Branch) 
 Mathilde Tischmacher (Lyon Branch) 
 Esther Wilkinson (London Branch) 
Units 4 & 5 
 Jacqui Brocker (Cambridge and  
                          Sydney (Australia) Branches) 
 Sarah Kelsall-Patel (Milton Keynes Branch) 
 Rosemary Kreloff (London Branch) 
 Kerry Maguire (London Branch) 
 Andrew Wiener (London Branch) 
 Libby Wragg (London Branch) 

We are very grateful to the many volunteers 
who supported the exams, and especially to Jane 
Rose, Maureen Ainsworth and Bar Martlew who 
helped in many ways throughout the course. 

Ken Martlew 
Course Tutor 

 (London and International Branches) 

BRANCH BADGES 
The Branch Badge is based on the rectangular 
Reel masthead logo and is available in a smart 

enamel and polished finish. These are 
modestly priced at £4.00 and are available 

from 
Jeff Robertson 

on 01903 245718, 020 7730 9633 or 
jtr@ctg.co.uk or from Ian Anderson at the 

Branch Bookstall on 01420 84599 or 
bookstall@rscdslondon.org.uk.  

Please continue to support your Branch. 
Jeff Robertson 
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ACCOUNTS 2009 - 2010 
As promised at the recent AGM, here are my comments on the accounts, with apologies once again 
that the tight timescales and Reel publication dates make it impossible to circulate these to all 
members before the AGM. Members were asked to email me if they wanted a set prior to the 
meeting, and all those who did were emailed a copy. 
   The accounts show a net outgoing resource figure of £6,058 – some of this was planned and met 
from designated Funds and some required action during the year to start to turn deficit situations 
around. 
   We did, however, have an unrealised gain on our investments of £7,128 due to the improving 
performance of the stock market. This hardly makes a dent in the £20,000 losses over the last 2 years 
but at least it is a small step in the right direction. 
   The accounts are constructed in such a way as to make it easier to work out how each area of 
Branch activity has done – classes, young dancers, dances, publicity, bookstall and demonstration 
team – you just have to subtract the costs from the income. 
Classes 
   Fees, less hire of halls, less teachers and musicians expenses: £14,608 - £8,548 - £11,186 = £5,126 
deficit. This is largely due to the subsidy of the certificate class (£1,996), but also to lower attendance 
at classes and the losses on the Highland, and Sunday technique classes. This was identified during 
the year and a concerted effort was made to improve attendance. The Highland and Ladies Step 
classes will be combined next year in a further attempt to curb expenditure in this area. The Day 
School remained in profit, but this was reduced from previous years because of exceptional 
circumstances at the school. 
Youth Activities 
   Income less expenditure: £1,170 - £1,909 = (£739), with the children’s class subsidised by £684 
from the Telfer donation. The costs reflect the support from the Branch for the two dances, graded 
tests and the Youth Workshop. A planned expense and well worth it. 
Dances 
   Income less expenditure: £9,876 - £8,740 = £1,136 surplus thanks to good turnout at the Christmas 
and Burns Night dances and steady attendance at the rest. 
Publicity and The Reel 
   The net cost of publicity this year was £1,522 – however, transfers from the Westwood fund of 
£1,020 towards the cost of the Open Air Dancing and £1,152 from the Ruth Simpson fund to pay for 
the Open House at Dance Scottish Week were on top of that. The Reel brought in a profit of £1,152.  
Bookstall and other trading 
   This generated a surplus of £354 thanks to the efforts of Ian Anderson on the bookstall – sales of 
the Branch CD and book were slowing predictably. 
Demonstration team 
   This appears as “fundraising activities” ie £4,430 - £6,440 = £2,010 deficit reflecting the 
promotional work done on behalf of the Branch by the Team. The new Convenor will be tasked with 
finding more ways to increase income and reduce costs. 
Administration Costs 
   The only other figure to comment on is the admin costs (£503) – slightly down on last year. This is 
made up as follows: 
 Purchase of generator £ 60 Insurance  £ 65 
 Postage £ 89  AGM expenses £ 155 
 PAT testing £ 20 EFDSS Insurance £ 59 
 Flowers and donation £ 55 
 

   The meeting expenses of £640 reflect the small subsidy to travel paid to delegates attending the 
Society AGM (£25 per head) and meeting rooms at St Columba’s.  
   We are very fortunate to have the various bequests which enable us to tackle projects in the 
knowledge that we have sufficient funds to back them up. We made two grants from the Bill Ireland 
fund and the Ruth Simpson fund is now exhausted. Open Air dancing in Kensington Gardens, Dance 
Scottish Week and the Youth class have been the main beneficiaries of these funds. 
   Membership numbers are undoubtedly down, but we are now researching the reasons for this and 
have procedures in place to follow up lapsed members. The HQ portion and the London portion both 
increased slightly in the year. 
   Investment income was down as was bank interest, but still contributed a total of £1,729. 
   The launch of the 80th Anniversary appeal to train teachers to take dancing to young people has 
been quite successful with £375 included in these accounts and the fund now stands at £1,225. 
   I would like to express my thanks to my fellow officers and convenors, who are always on top of 
their paperwork and enable me to keep the accounts on the straight and narrow. Also to Lena 
Robinson who acts as classes cashier and is the most conscientious in her banking. As ever, the 
biggest thanks are due to Robert Elliott, the independent examiner, who does so much to pull these 
accounts together.                                                            

 Simon Wales  Branch Treasurer, 9 June 2010 

NOMINATIONS FOR 
SOCIETY POSITIONS 

If you are interested in how YOUR Society 
operates, I would urge you to consider applying 
for a place on the Management Board (MB) or 
one of the Committees.  
   Stewart has copies of the form or they can be 
downloaded, along with briefing notes, from 
the Society website. You will need a Proposer 
and Seconder and 10 other signatories, then 
submit the completed form to HQ along with a 
glowing CV before 10 September.  
   In addition to the Management Board, there 
are also vacancies on the three standing 
Committees, Education and Training; General 
Purpose and Finance; and Membership 
Services. There are also a few Working Groups 
which address specific issues. 
   You will appreciate the sheer volume of work 
that has to be done and be able to play a part in 
dealing with the business in hand. It is 
important to remember that you are 
representing the MB and NOT your Branch. 
   MB members are allocated about 10 
Branches each as their direct point of contact 
and there are around six meetings per year.  
   The Branch already has an ear at HQ in the 
form of Ann Dix, Andrew Nolan, Lindsey 
Rousseau and Elaine Wilde and we must not 
forget Andrew Kellett, Editor of the Scottish 
Country Dancer whose contribution is much 
appreciated.  

Jeff Robertson 

RSCDS MANAGEMENT 
BOARD  

The Regional Conference (for rather a large 
region: England, Wales and Northern Ireland) 
where members of RSDCS in the UK but 
outside Scotland will have the opportunity to 
discuss dancing matters, takes place on 4 
September, in London. Essentially the agenda 
will be set by the delegates and Alex Gray and 
Liz Foster from HQ will be there to answer 
questions.  
   Which takes us back to the RSDCS strategic 
plan again: progress is already being made to 
meet some of the targets. The new website 
www.rscds.org has gone a long way to address 
some of the demands for a Society for the future.  
   What else was discussed at the Board meeting 
in Edinburgh in July? Time was spent 
considering the AGM, in Perth in November and 
the year-end report for the budget 2009-2010 
was approved. The organization for a large 
event, such as the AGM, requires careful 
planning if all delegates can play as full a part in 
the weekend as they wish. The challenge of 
organization for 2011 will pass to Glasgow and 
Aberdeen for 2012.  
   Officers in Edinburgh and MB members are 
very aware that members from overseas 
branches are rarely able to participate fully in 
committees, working groups and panels at HQ 
and moves are underway to explore technology 
to allow greater use of video conferencing and 
more cost effective ways of holding meetings. 
Might that also encourage more readers of The 
Reel to volunteer to join the committees of the 
Society? We will have a new RSCDS Chairman 
from November; Ruth Beattie (a member of 
Glasgow Branch), and new members for the 
Board and Committees could support her. Find 
out from the Society website or from the Branch 
Secretary how you could be nominated for one 
of the Committees, or the Board. (see below). 

Lindsey Jane Rousseau 

The AGM of the Society will be held in Perth 
on 6 November 2010. The London Branch 
elected its delegates at the Branch AGM on 11 
June. Application forms for function tickets 
during the Check the society website 
www.rscds.org for details. And application 
forms for function tickets during the weekend. 
This is a great opportunity to meet dancers 
from all over the world, to attend two 
wonderful dances and to see the Society at 
work. The programme is: 

Friday 
¨  Ball: Neil Copland and his Band 
Saturday 
¨  Question Time 
¨  General Class:  
 Teacher........... David Queen 
 Musician ….… Maureen Rutherford 
¨  Workshop on PR led by Michael Nolan 
¨  AGM 
¨  Dance: Colin Dewar and his Band 
Sunday 
¨  Workshop and Meetings 

RSCDS ANNUALCONFERENCE WEEKENDAND AGM 
Perth 5 - 7 November 2010 
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DANCE THROUGH  
THE DECADES 

In spite of the attractions of World Cup 
football, a good number of the faithful 
supporters of the Branch “Danced 
through the Decades” at Pont Street on 12 
June. There was an interesting 
programme, a mixture from the earliest to 
the latest RSCDS dances. The MC for the 
first half was Lindsey Rousseau whose 
enthusiasm for the dances was infectious. 
James Fairbairn presided over the second 
half. He was his usual urbane, cheerful 
and authoritative self, adding useful 
words of advice to those of us challenged 
by the tricky bits. The feature of the 
evening however was the fantastic music 
provided by Dave Hall and Judith Smith 
giving lift through well chosen selections 
which ensured the evening went with a 
great swing.  

Bob Schad 
Pictures on pages 1 and 11  

   RSCDS WEBSITE 
In April, this year, the RSCDS has 
launched what is in effect a completely 
new website (though the address – 
www.rscds.org – is unchanged). The new 
website includes a number of important 
changes, such as an online shop and a 
social networking system for members 
(although the latter has not yet been 
implemented). One of the most important 
innovations concerns the way that 
members log in. Previously, anyone who 
knew the common username and 
password could log in anonymously and 
thus get access to the members area. 
Now, however, to access the members 
area, each RSCDS member must log in 
with an individual username and 
password. (You can of course access the 
public areas of the website without 
logging in). Each branch secretary, or in 
the case of some branches (including 
London), the membership secretary, has a list 
of the usernames for all active branch 
members, together with information on how 
they can set their own login password (via the 
new website). To set your password, you need 
to know your RSCDS username and to have a 
valid email address (to which the website can 
send a “token” that allows you to select your 
own password). But in brief, you must obtain 
your RSCDS username from our Membership 
Secretary, Gaynor Curtis (membership 
@rscdslondon.org.uk) and provide her with 
the email address to which the password 
token should be sent. Once this email address 
has been uploaded onto the RSCDS database, 
you will be able to request the RSCDS 
website to send you the password token. 
Armed with this, you will be able to login 
(using the “Sign In” button at the top of the 
home page) and select your password. It does 
sound a bit complicated but it does work! If 
you need help, you can ask either Gaynor or 
the Branch Secretary, Stewart Murray. 

On Sunday 20 June 2010 Margaret Williams, Zena 
Guthrie and myself tooj part in the Race for Life in 
Basingstoke. Race for Life is a UK-wide charity 
event which takes place at different locations at 
weekends throughout the summer and is organised 
by Tesco to raise funds for Cancer Research UK. 

All three of our families have been directly 
affected by this cruel disease, not least of all 
Margaret who tragically lost her son Allan last year 
after a brave fight. In February this year, at a 
gathering in front of many Scottish dancing friends 
and witnesses, Margaret said she was thinking of 
doing the Race for Life so I said I would join her, 
and Zena immediately signed up too. 

And so it was that these three fit young(!) avid 
dancers and musician set forth on the 5km course 
and completed it without stress or strain – well we 

would, wouldn’t we, the 
dancing keeps us fit! We 
even managed a quick sprint 
across the finish line!” 

Judith Muir 

RACE FOR LIFE 

ASPENHOLM 
Self catering holiday home 

Set in the heart of Royal Deeside, Aspenholm 
is the perfect place to enjoy the fantastic 
scenery of the Cairngorm Mountains and 
National Park. 
   This modern home is situated next to the 
river Dee within the popular village of 
Crathie, just a stone’s throw from Balmoral 
Castle, summer home to the Royal Family. 
Aspenholm provides that ideal base for your 
holiday, whether it’s fishing, hiking, golf, 
skiing, or a gentle stroll round the 
neighbouring villages. There’s something for 
everyone. 

Contact Keith & Shirley Young,  
tel 07759652742 

www.aspenholm-crathie.com. 
enquiries@aspenholm-crathie.com. 
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MOST POPULAR 
COUNTRY DANCES  

2009 - 2010 
In the year from 1 July 2009 to 30 June 2010, I 
attended 42 dances within striking distance of 
Cheltenham (excluding club nights or classes) at 
which 803 dances were performed; of which 281 
were different dances. The most popular was Mr 
Iain Stuart Robertson again, which appeared 
on 12 occasions. 

Four dances were performed 11 times, six 10 
times; five 9 times; six 8 times; six 7 times; 
eleven 6 times; sixteen 5 times; twenty four 4 
times; thirty 3 times, 58 twice, and the rest once 
only. 

The frequencies of the top twelve are listed 
below in order of popularity, followed by the 
popularity in the previous two years. This list can 
be used to choose popular and well known 
dances for a programme. 
Year 09/10 08/09 07/08
     
Mr Iain Stuart Robertson 12 13 9 
Mairi’s Wedding 11 12 8 
Midnight Oil 11 10 7 
The Minister on the Loch 11 4 4 
Miss Gibson’s Strathspey 11 1 5 
Miss Johnstone of Ardrossan 10 10 8 
Mrs Stuart Linnell 10 9 8 
Napier’s Index 10 7 6 
Swiss Lassie 10 7 4 
Broadford Bay 10 6 10 
The Belle of Bon Accord 10 5 6 
The Dancing Master 9 13 10 

John Marshall,  
Cheltenham  

SWANWICK SUCCESS! 
80th Anniversary Weekend School 7 - 9 May 2010 

► with the mostest, Margaret Catchick, or as she 
was referred to over the weekend as the “man of 
the match”. A very substantial meal followed. 
Thereafter dancing took place in the main 
conference hall, which was a good size but with a 
few slippery bits. No slip stop was permitted so 
care had to be taken. Jeff was our MC for the first 
half with Gaynor Curtis taking the second half of 
the evening. The programme started with the aptly 
named dance The Happy Meeting and everyone 
joined in enthusiastically. The music was played by 
Nicol Mclaren and as long as he poured out the 
magical music we just had to dance! For the travel 
weary there was a haven in the bar! 
   Saturday dawned dull, grey, wet and windy as we 
scuttled across the Campus for a hearty breakfast 
after which it was on to classes. Our teacher was 
Graham Donald, from Newcastle. Graham 
managed to combine firm teaching with 
consideration, helpfulness and a sense of humour. 
Even the dreaded “down the room 4 at a time” was 
fun and any dancing foibles were pointed out 
gently and with a smile. I’m not sure whether the 
fact he passed no comment on my footwork meant 
I was OK or past redemption. We did some good 
dances, all explained fully and very clearly as 
Graham was “mike’d up”, so you never knew 
whether he was right behind you or at the other end 
of the hall, he saw everything that was going on 
and was always aware of what was happening in 
any part of the room. Having found a grand piano 
in the hall, Andrew Lyon, our musician for the 
classes, played on that and we had a perfect tempo 
for each dance, not too quick nor too slow.  
   After lunch we had a free afternoon. Musicians 
practised for the Evening Dance and others could 
attend a Dancers Workshop. Quite a few decided to 
leave the Centre and explore the countryside: some 
found Hardwick Hall – the perfect National Trust 
property. That is where we chose to go and found it 
to be an imposing Tudor mansion built on top of a 
hill. Inside there were many tapestries as good if 
not better than those at Hampton Court. 
   The evening dancing was to the excellent music 
of Nicol McLaren, Andy Lyon and the weekend 
musicians with Peter Knight as MC. They did a 
magnificent job; we could and did dance to them 
all evening and I trust they felt justly rewarded by 
the appreciation shown by everybody. During the 
interval celebratory wine and snacks were provided 
and there were thanks from Jeff Robertson with a 
response from Andrew Cockett, a past London 
Branch chairman. Pauline Cashmore had provided 
the magnificently decorated cake which tasted as 
good as it looked – a lovely gesture. Vice-President 
Rosemary Tilden performed the cutting ceremony. 
   We woke on Sunday morning to sunshine and 
clear blue skies, but outside it was really chilly!
Graham kindly started the class slowly, allowing us 
to warm up and wake up gently after the night 
before. There was a short break when a few 
latecomers were welcomed back after their eventful 
early morning jaunt to the local A&E at Ripley! All 
too soon the class was over with many thanks to 
Graham for the delightful dances he chose to teach 
us, and for gently correcting our not so good points. 
We have all come away with a little more 
knowledge than we had to start with, hopefully we 
will retain that knowledge! Thank you too, to the 
music man Andy without whom we wouldn’t have 
enjoyed the classes and dances as much as we did. 
More thanks to London Branch who organised the 
weekend and especially to Margaret, without whom 
I am sure they would say, that it wouldn’t have 
happened. The fact that the weekend passed 
seamlessly is a true sign that the organisation and 
planning were superb. 

Penny Fee and Maggie Westley 

When ten eager participants descended on the 
reception desk on Friday afternoon for the 80th 
Anniversary Weekend School, we were 
welcomed by George Potts, Rachel Wilton, Lena 
Robinson and Margaret Catchick and given our 

room key. There was time before dinner for a 
stroll around the grounds and lakes of the Hayes 
Conference Centre which, nestling around an 
imposing stonebuilt Victorian house set on a hill, 
would have had a wonderful view over 
Derbyshire before the trees grew up. We were 
pleasantly surprised over the weekend to find 
there were dancers from Leicester, Cheltenham 
and Lincoln with a couple of Graham Donald 
fans from further north. All the dancers had been 
assigned rooms in two wings of the Centre which 
has been used as a conference facility for about 
100 years 
   At the  evening  reception,  we  were  made 
welcome by Jeff Robertson and our hostess      ►         

Penny and Maggie 

TWO CANADIANS 
DANCING IN 

KENSINGTON 
GARDENS 

When our sister-in-law, Rachel Wilton, heard we 
were coming to stay with her, she promptly sent 
us an invitation to dance in Kensington Gardens. 

In Nanaimo on Vancouver Island, my husband 
and I viewed the RSCDS invitation with some 
trepidation, after all, we have only been Scottish 
Country Dancing for two years. Rachel assured 
us we would be able to participate “without a 
problem.” We immediately contacted our 
instructors Hazel McDonald and June McFadden 
and sent them the programme to peruse. Back 
came word that is was fairly long, and that there 
were dances we should not attempt but that we 
could dance the others and we would practise 
them in class. So for the final class of the term 
we all did the dances we could do on the 
programme. Marguerite Bell, our past president, 
and her husband John found all the dances with 
instructions and very kindly sent them to us so 
we could practise. 

Once in England, Rachel practised with us, 
promenades, reels of 3 and 4 and poussette and 
we would diligently dance around the kitchen 
under her vigilant eye. 

The day of the dance dawned hot and humid. 
We did wonder how we would manage in the 
heat but fortunately there were large trees in the 
park where we could keep out of the sun except 
when dancing. Everyone we met was very 
pleasant and our dance partners helped us if we 
were uncertain of the patterns. Onlookers were 
encouraged to join in and they did with gusto and 
really enjoyed themselves. Small children 
danced on the sidelines or hopped in time to the 
music. 

The event was well organised. The MCs, 
Wilson Nicol and James Fairbairn were clear and 
helpful, even standing behind those who were 
unsure and directing them. Liam Stewart and his 
Band from Scotland played with great skill and 
enthusiasm which was much enjoyed by dancers 
and spectators alike. We were impressed by a 
demonstration by children and adults of several 
dances which flowed seamlessly one into the 
other. It was not surprising that the adult team 
had won prizes at the Newcastle Festival. 

Michael and I really enjoyed the dance and 
meeting everyone and look forward to 
participating again. We will certainly 
recommend the event to all our Nanaimo, B.C. 
dancers should they be in London. Conversely if 
any London dancers are ever on Vancouver 
Island please come and dance with us. 

Anne and Michael Oxley 

Anne Oxley at Kensington Gardens 
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KAFOOZALUM COUNTRY  
DANCE BAND 

Music for Scottish Country Dancing anywhere, 
anytime. For further details and availability, please 
telephone Peter Jenkins on 020 8581 0359,  email: 
peter@kafoozalum.co.uk or our Ceilidh 
website at www.kafoozalum.co.uk. 
 

THE FRANK REID SCOTTISH 
DANCE BAND 

Broadcasting band for Scottish Country Dances, 
Reeling, Ceilidhs and Weddings. Any size of 
band from one to seven with PA to match from 
100 to 2000 watts. Particularly interested in any 
ideas for expansion of ceilidh market. The 
Granary, Park Lane, Finchampstead, 
Wokingham, RG40 4QL,Tel/Fax: 0118 932 8983   
email: reel@frankreid.com.  
 

THE INVERCAULD SCOTTISH 
DANCE BAND 

Scottish Dance Band for Dances, Balls, Ceilidhs 
and Weddings in Jersey, Channel Islands and in 
the UK. Please contact Lilian Linden on 
Tel:e01534 789817, mobile 07829 722446.  
e m a i l :  l i l i a n . l i n d e n @ v i r g i n . n e t .  
www.invercauldband.com. CDs £12 each 
(+£1.00 p&p in UK). 
 

CALEDONIAN REELERS 
Well established 3-piece SCD band, consisting of 
accordionist, fiddler and drummer. Caller/piper 
can also be supplied. Available for RSCDS 
dances, ceilidhs, weddings, reeling. Anywhere, 
anytime for your function. Please contact Derek 
Chappell 01206 764232 / Mary Felgate 07866 
757401 for further information, or email 
Derekdexie@aol.com. 
 

KEN MARTLEW 
Solo pianist / RSCDS teacher / MC  
or Duo with BARBARA MANNING  

(violin/piano) 
A highly-experienced, versatile combination for 

your Day School / Dance. 
European languages, will travel anywhere. 

Enquiries: 01442 261525  kenmartlew@aol.com. 
 

REELTYME CEILIDH BAND 
Weddings, Corporate Functions, RSCDS, 
Scottish, English, Irish, and American Reels. 
Caller available. Tel: Harvie Sharp on 01983 
8 6 4 1 9 3 ,  mo b i l e  0 7 8 1 1  9 3 3  7 6 1 
harvie@reeltyme.co.uk. www.reeltyme.co.uk  
 

THE HIGHLANDERS 
Scottish Ceilidh and Reeling band consisting of 
professional musicians; includes PA sound 
system with monitors, etc. Musical line-ups: 
From 3-piece to 8-piece, with MC/Caller 
available whenever required. Recommended for 
Reeling, Balls and Ceilidh Events such as 
weddings, private and corporate parties, etc. 
Excellent client references. Please contact 
Bandleader: Donald Ross, 020 8203 0626 or 
020e8203 5076, e-mail: info@ LawsonRoss.co.uk.  
www.thehighlanders.co.uk. 

Soloist: PETER JENKINS 
Solo accordion for workshops, classes, day schools 

and ‘smaller functions’. Tel: 020 8581 0359, 
e-mail peter@kafoozalum.co.uk. 
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Contact: Mike McGuinness Tel: 020 8398 6799
or Tel/Fax: 020 8546 0075 (business hours)

 

BANDS 

Here we have 7 hours of music for 66 country 
dances and 35 step dances hot off the press. The 
music for all the Society’s books and leaflet 
dances is now available on CD. There are 24 
dances in the second graded book and each of the 
three bands plays 8 of them. Most of the dances 
have already been published elsewhere and it is 
good to see Drewry, Haynes and Goldring 
among the devisors. There are no strathspeys in 
the graded book. All the dances in Book 46 are 
new with a wide geographical spread – 3 from 
Scotland, 3 from England, 2 from Australia, 2 
from New Zealand, 2 from Canada, and 1 from 
USA. Book 17 (The Coronation Book) was 
published in 1953. I have a first edition copy in 
which The Gentle Shepherd is simply a jig; 
likewise in a 1963 Pocket Edition. I wonder 
when and why it became a Slow 6/8?  
   It is always interesting to see (and hear) how 
the bands put their sets together. In the 8 times 
through strathspeys, Neil plays 7 tunes while 
others play only 4 in the order 12342341. This is 
also the order used in most reels and jigs. 
However, Kenny in the 8x32 reels and jigs, plays 
64 bars of the original, 64 of tunes 2 and 3 and 
another 64 of the original. This style was 
invariably used by McBain’s here in the South-
east and by Jimmy Shand and Jim MacLeod. See 
Jim’s recordings for the London Branch in 1979 
and 1989. 
    So, after that preamble what can be said about 
all this lovely music for the country dances by 
six different bands and a duo?  Not a lot to be 
honest!  I would not dare to say that any one 
band is better than any other. They are all good, 
indeed more than just good: excellent. There is a 
great selection of tunes old (traditional) and new. 
   While much of the praise must be for the Band 
leaders we must not forget the supporting 
musicians. I have been particularly impressed 
with the piano playing on these recordings. 
Graham Berry with David, Ann Rutherford with 
Neil, Jim Clark with Kenny, Neil MacMillan 
with Ian, Mo Rutherford with Luke and James 
Gray with Andrew. It was also good to hear my 
old  friend John Sinton on bass on two of the 
CDs. John played in Jim MacLeod’s Band for 
many years and is on the London Branch 
recordings by Jim mentioned above. 
   Finally to the crème de la crème:  Keith and 
Muriel’s recordings are always a delight but this 
one for the step dances is one of their very best. 
Reel and jig tunes just sing with joy but the song 
tunes, including The Rowan Tree and In Praise 
of Islay, are just amazing. Even if you have no 
interest in step dances buy this CD to soak up the 
music. 
   I should perhaps mention that there is no 
subscription copy from the RSCDS this time; all 
books must, like the CDs, be purchased. 
   Next time for your Christmas shopping list, 
lots of good music to whet the appetite. Vintage 
Rob Gordon and Jimmy Shand, one from Marian 
Anderson who plays at our Christmas dance, 
James Coutts and another from Keith and 
Muriel. 

John Laurie, 020 7286 1923 

RSCDS BOOK 7 plus The Homecoming Dance & The Grassmarket Reel – David Cunningham’s 
Band (RSCDS CD 068) 

RSCDS BOOK 17 -  Neil Copland’s Band  
plus Keith Smith and James Gray – A Capital Jig, The Valentine & Forty-five years on (RSCDS  

CD 067) 
RSCDS BOOK 46 – Kenny Thomson’s Band (RSCDS CD 070) 
A Second Book of Graded Scottish Country Dances – Luke Brady’s Band, Andrew Lyon’s Band, Ian 

Muir’s Band (Prestwick) (RSCDS CD 069) 
The St Andrews Collections of Step Dances: volumes 1 & 2 - Keith Smith and Muriel Johnstone 

(RSCDS CD 056) 

MUSICIANS AT 
SWANWICK 

We found ourselves in excellent accommodation 
at Swanwick, with a good bar, plentiful food and 
comfortable quarters. The only problem I 
encountered was that I mistook the en suite 
facilities in my room for a locked cupboard, and 
wandered long corridors in search of a loo before 
I realised the door to this cupboard just needed a 
good push.  
   The Friday night dance left some of the 
musicians alone together and we found a space to 
try a practice. We sounded dreadful and were 
rather disheartened. On Saturday we worked 
through a marathon 95 tunes. It was a challenge, 
not that we had not had the music beforehand for 
a few weeks, but getting your fingers round the 
notes is not enough. You have to be going at the 
right speed, work out phrasing, repeats and 
harmonies, and to the uninitiated even rhythms 
are not always apparent from the score. Nicol 
brought it all to life for us with an apparently 
boundless supply of energy and good humour – 
which was very necessary to cope with some of 
our efforts. By the end of the afternoon I was 
exhausted and fell asleep on my bed for an hour 
or so. I woke refreshed enough to fitl in a bit of 
practice before supper, and then we took up our 
positions under microphones with Nicol 
McLaren and Andrew Lyon to form the band for 
the anniversary dance.  
   And what a dance! I had the benefit of a front 
row seat in the band and could watch the dancers 
responding to the music. It was a pleasure to 
watch and a joy to take part in it. There was some 
really beautiful dancing, but I didn’t get a chance 
to see as much as I would have liked – there were 
so many dots to follow in the music! Nicol had 
chosen the music well and carried us through 
with an infectious enthusiasm and swing, giving 
a lift to the dancers. The dancers seemed to love 
it and were ready to come up and voice their 
appreciation. It was really good to work through 
the repertoire and bring it to performance in one 
day, our thanks to Nicol and everyone who 
helped to bring this about. 

Charlotte McDonaugh 

Shielburn Associates 
For ALL Scottish recordings – 

At bargain prices! 
10 CDs for £100 (post free - UK) 

email: shielburn@aol.com 
Tel: 0118 969 4135 Fax 0118 962 8968 

1 Renault Road, Woodley 
Reading RG5 4EY 

Just listen to our own label releases! 
http://www.shielburn.co.uk 
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PETRONELLA 
Mail order only from 

181 Bourn View Road, Netherton, 
Huddersfield, HD4 7JS. 

Telephone 01484 661196 
Kilt Pins, brooches, sashes, 

Dancing shoes, Books. 
Price list on request 

e-mail jean.
petronella@btopenworld.com 

email: 
jean.petronella@tiscali.co.uk 

PICTURE MISCELLANY 
Photographs by Stephen Webb except where indicated 

1.  Vice-President Jenny Greene cuts the cake with Chairman Jeff at the 80th Anniversary Tea Party. 
2.  Dem team members join a Guides Centenary activity. See article on page 14.  (photo: Kent Photonews) 
3.  Mairi’s Wedding is danced with the charming backdrop of Chiswick House. 
4.  Piper Stewart Murray collects a young following as he proceeds around St Columba’s Church before the 
      80th Anniversary Tea commences. 
5.  Half rights and lefts danced by Bar Martlew and Sin See in Fifty Years On, at the Swanwick Weekend School. 
6.  Nicol McLaren and the musicians’ class play for the Saturday Evening formal dance at Swanwick. 
7.  ‘Top Table’ line-up of Andrew Lyon, Margaret Catchick, Graham Donald, Pauline Cashmore (who made  
      the celebration cake), Jeff Robertson, Rosemary Tilden, Andrew Cockett and Nicol McLaren. 
8.  Malcolm Ross drums, Andy Kain fiddle with their band leader Liam Stewart who played so well at Kensington Gardens. 
9.   Duo Judith Smith and Dave Hall provided the excellent music at the Dance Through the Decades event. 
10.  Secretary Stewart Murray, 80th Anniversary Ball organiser Rachel Wilton, James Fairbairn and Committee  
      member Gillian Bloomfield dance down in The Cumbrae Reel. 
11. Twelve hands round as the finale of the afternoon demonstration by the LB team in Kensington Gardens. 
12. Craig Houston, Margaret Catchick and Graham Donald at Swanwick.  (photo: Pam Ellam) 
13. The 80th Anniversary Tea Party fairy cakes prove to be very popular. 
14. The Dance Society of London’s Victorian Ball. Lynton McLain dances a Quadrille with Libby Curzon (photo: Noelle Gomes) 

House of Tartans 
HAND MADE KILTS 

AND OUTFITS QUICKLY 
Visits by appointment 

 

89 Alexandra Road 
Peterborough, PE1 3DG 

Tel: 01733 310628 
enquiries@houseoftartans.co.uk 

KILTS & ALL LONDON 
All Tartans All Prices 

Kilts & Clothing for Men, Women & Children 
Accessories, Repairs, Alterations, New Design 
Footwear, Headwear, Plaids, Brooches, Sashes 

At our or your locations by appointment mainly in 
London and mail order. allhighland@hotmail.com 
www.albionhighland.com  Tel: 0207 735 2255 
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SUBSCRIBE TO THE REEL 
If you are not a member of the London 

Branch order your copy of The Reel from  
Rita Marlow, 17 West Farm Close,  

Ashtead, Surrey KT21 2LH,  
tel: 01372 812821, 

e-mail: rusmar@ntlworld.com 

The annual cost for individual subscribers is 
£4.50 if resident in the UK, £5.00 for other 
European residents and £7.00 if resident 
elsewhere. There are special rates for bulk 
orders. Remittances in sterling please, 
payable to RSCDS (London Branch). 

Barnes 
Weekend School 

Dear Wilson, 
I am told that the music from the band of the 

Weekend School musicians playing for the 
formal Saturday dance ‘exceeded the organiser’s 
best expectations.’ This is very pleasing to hear 
and a compliment to Nicol McLaren who led the 
workshop sessions and the band with his eight 
students for the Saturday dance. Numbers were 
down from the usual attending London music 
day schools, but distance and time may have 
contributed.   

Nicol was already one of my favourite band 
leaders. His amiable geniality was a great 
encouragement in overcoming the many 
difficulties we met in the music – all 44 pages of 
it! We played everything, even the encores to the 
dances. The carefully chosen tunes were from a 
range of sources and fitted the dances exactly, 
moving from key to key, and from major to 
minor for best dramatic effect. The older fiddle 
tunes contrasted with busy finger-busting reels 
from modern day accordion players such as Ian 
Muir of Prestwick. ‘How do you find the music?’ 
enquired Nicol several times during the sessions. 
‘Just relax’ said the unflappable Nicol, ‘and don’t 
worry about where the fingers are going.’ It 
proved first class advice, and in the heat of the 
Saturday dance and the glare of publicity, we all 
seemed relaxed! Andrew Lyon, the dancing class 
pianist donned his accordion and swelled the 
ranks for the Saturday dance.   

The overall effect was magical! A very good 
time was had by all on the stage and the dancers 
seemed to like it too. Any chance of having a 
repeat sometime? 

Tom Cooper  

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
Worcester Park 

Comments on dances 
Dear Wilson, 
   I read John Mitchell’s article on this subject 
with interest, but I must disagree with a couple of 
points: 
   Caddam Wood. John states that a bagpipe only 
has a range of five notes. This instrument does 
not have a wide range, but it has nine notes, not 
five. It also has other limitations. The continuous 
stream of air means that two consecutive notes of 
the same pitch must be separated by a short grace
-note of a different pitch, and it cannot play 
sharps, flats or chords. This is why there is a four 
bar introduction when dancing to pipes. 
   Last of the Lairds. Omitting the setting would 
make bars 17-32 similar, but not identical, to bars 
17-32 of Maxwell’s Rant. In the former 1s cross, 
cast off, dance half figure 8 round 3s, dance up 
between 2s, cast off on own side, and all three 
couples turn right hand. In the latter the half 
figure 8 is round the 2s, and 1s then dance down 
between the 3s and cast up. The setting certainly 
means that you have to get a move on in Last of 
the Lairds, but it is possible to catch up a little 
time on the first cast off, as there is no sharp turn 
to enter the half figure 8. 

Elizabeth Bennett 

John Mitchell replies: 
Many thanks. I fully agree with regard to Last of 
the Lairds/Maxwell’s Rant. 
   Originally all dancing commenced with a four 
bar introduction – thus enabling the first step to 
commence on the first beat of the dance tune. 
(This still applies in old-time and modern 
ballroom dancing). Similarly when singing 
(particularly hymns in Church) a short 
introduction is played to enable the singers to 
commence together on the first note of the tune. 
The four bar introduction was not printed in the 
music as it was a well known convention. 
   According to my researches this rule also 
applied to Scottish Country Dances, until some 
time in the early 20th Century. The omission of 
the introductory bars contributing to the 
uncontrolled manner of Scottish Country dancing 
which occurred in Scotland prior to the formation 
of the Society. It appears that when the Society 
began, instead of re-introducing the four bars 
(during which one would honour one’s partner) it 
was decided to introduce a chord, followed by a 
grace note. The grace note indicates ‘take off’ to 
enable the dancers to step on the first beat of the 
dance tune. Whilst many teachers indicate that 
the grace note is part of the dance, in my opinion 
it is not part of the dance which actually starts on 
the first beat of the first bar of the tune. It is 
rather a new convention needed to replace the 
original introductory bars.  
   As far as I am aware the only modern Scottish 
Country Dance, which has a four bar introduction 
is Fiona’s Wedding (devised by Sheila Wood). 
This was deliberately introduced because the 
dance was written to be performed to the 
recording of the song, which had the four bar 
introduction. During the four bars the dancers 
acknowledge their partners and their corners. 
This dance is also unconventional in that the 
recording of the song finishes with a coda, during 
which the dancers continue to dance. The 
unusual number of bars in the final phrase means 
that it cannot be performed to a record with 
conventional eight bar phrasing, which is 
probably why the dance only achieved short 
lived popularity. 
   It is also worth noting that in the majority of 
dance forms, the man leads with his left foot and 
the lady with her right foot. This rule also 
appeared to apply to Scottish Country dancing. 

The Waltz poussette as performed in the 
nineteenth century was thus easier to perform as 
it was not necessary for the man to change the 
leading foot before and after this figure (the same 
applying to dances incorporating Polka or 
Schottische steps). The change to the man 
leading with his right foot appears to have been 
another innovation in the early years of the 
Society. It does make teaching steps slightly 
easier (although I did have one lady beginner 
who always stepped off on her right foot) and it 
has the great advantage that ladies dancing as 
men do not have to remember to step off with the 
left foot. 

John Mitchell 

Hemel Hempstead 
Is it here to stay? 

Dear Wilson, 
   The other day, like finding treasure trove, I 
came upon my spare kilt pins which I had 
mislaid some eight years earlier! They were old 
friends and as I polished the gleaming silver once 
again I questioned why wear a humble kilt pin at 
all? 
   I can’t say that I have ever gone out especially 
to buy a kilt pin but have bought or been given 
one as a result of simply seeing a piece of 
jewellery I liked. Kilts when purchased will often 
come with a plain blanket pin or more 
enterprising manufacturers use it as an 
advertisement with their name discretely 
included in the sword design. On the whole, 
dancing men don’t wear jewellery, so the kilt pin 
together with cufflinks, dress buttons and sgian 
dubh afford this rare opportunity. 
   So far I have portrayed the modern kilt pin as a 
decorative brooch, yet pins were used in 17th and 
early 18th centuries to hold a belted plaid 
(breacan feile) in position. In the 19th century it 
was said that Queen Victoria gave it a new form 
and function when she, reviewing a regiment at 
Balmoral Castle then wearing the kilt (feileadh 
bheag) and seeing a gust playing havoc with a 
soldier’s modesty graciously took a brooch 
which she was wearing and pinned the soldier’s 
apron in position. Certainly, early descriptions of 
the wearing of the breacan feile such as that of 
William Cumming, the Piper to the Laird of 
Grant by Richard Waitt painted in 1714 or then 
later the feileadh bheag (note: other than military 
it was banned from 1747-82) showed no such 
frippery. So it does seem that its use as we know 
it today could be Victorian in origin. Kilt pins 
then, are usually used to lend weight to the outer 
lower part of a kilt apron keeping it better in 
place whilst walking or dancing. 
   Scottish dancing, by its very nature, will cause 
the kilt to swirl especially when turning and 
birling. Add to this the close proximity of 
dancers, particularly at a crowded function with 
ladies wearing a sash or free flowing dress then 
there is scope for a catastrophe where the pin on 
a kilt of a man dancing wilmakes contact, at 
speed, with a female’s garment moving in the 
opposite direction. I unfortunately, speak from 
experience when on one occasion a clearly 
defined rending sound was heard by all at a ball! 
Needless to say, with ensuing embarrassment! 
   These serious incidents are rarer than one 
might imagine as dancers are usually spatially 
aware! On balance for me therefore, the kilt pin 
is here to stay. After all, some people would say 
that protecting one’s modesty is as important 
today as it was in times past! And they look 
bonnie too, especially when polished! 
   Happy birling, 

Stephen Webb 

WE CAN HELP YOU 
AFFORD IT! 

The RSCDS and the London Branch offer 
scholarships mostly to young people (up to 
25eyears) to attend RSCDS Residential Schools 
as a dancer or as a prospective teacher or as a 
musician. In addition, any member can apply for 
a scholarship to attend Summer School with a 
view to taking the RSCDS Teaching Certificate. 
London Branch also has funds available to give 
support to any event promoting Scottish Country 
Dancing among young people. 
   Don’t be shy about asking for assistance. We 
are a charity and we are here to help you improve 
your skills and enjoyment of Scottish Country 
Dancing, and to support you in passing on your 
enthusiasm and knowledge to the next 
generation. If you think you might benefit from a 
scholarship pick up the phone or drop an email to 
any member of the Branch Committee, or you 
could start with our Secretary: 

stewart.murray @btinternet.com  
or youthcoordinator @rscdslondon.org.uk. 
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London 
Demonstration Group 

Dear Wilson, 
   Frankly, I think the only answer to the 
demonstration group problem (of falling 
numbers) is to shut it down. It has outlived its 
time and is now probably more trouble than it’s 
worth. If anyone wants to go and compete for 
silverware at Newcastle or anywhere else, they 
should be perfectly free to organize their own 
group. But I don't see why it should be a Branch 
responsibility.  
   The Branch should replace the demonstration 
group with (a) a serious advanced class, properly 
taught, which could provide a pool of people 
able to do displays; (b) a limited fund to support 
any group who want to put on displays or 
demonstrations that would be in line with the 
charitable purpose of the RSCDS, and who can 
persuade the Branch Committee that it deserves 
support. 
   Sorted, 

Chris Hood  

Response from the retiring and current 
Demonstration Class convenors: 

Chris Hood suggests that the demonstration team 
no longer has a reason to exist; that any 
requirement for demonstrations could be met by 
members of the advanced or technique classes 
and that participation in competitive festivals 
such as Newcastle should be a matter for 
individuals to put together but not a matter for 
London Branch. 
   There is an old formula that says if X did not 
exist then it would be necessary to invent X. We 
feel that formula applies where X = the 
demonstration team.  
   The demonstration team has traditionally 
provided a forum for very able and committed 
dancers to dance with other like individuals with 
consistent application of standard technique, as 
laid down by the Society. This is in order to 
tackle successfully complex and demanding 
dances and medleys in addition to performing 
any given dance to a high standard. In order to be 
able to put on a decent display, or to give a 
demonstration of a set dance, the team members 
need to meet and practise regularly in order to 
improve further their dancing skill level and to 
develop a common style of dancing. These 
criteria would still need to apply if another group 
took on the remit.  As neither the technique nor 
the advanced class understandably provides all 
of the criteria, the high standard and excellent 
reputation of the London Branch demonstration 
team, built up over many years, could not be 
maintained.  
   As a result our market edge for corporate and 
private functions and general high standing 
within the Scottish dance community would be 
lost. It could be argued that it doesn’t matter; that 
many Branches use a pool within their advanced/
very advanced/technique classes to meet 
demonstration and display demand. When this 
happens those within the class that are not ‘in the 
team’ for a given booking may not, 
understandably, have their own dancing needs 
met whilst ‘the team’ is prepared. Several 
‘bookings’ at specific times of the year, e.g. 
Burns night, for displays/demonstrations could 
exacerbate this potential problem. Thankfully, 
many years ago the London Branch committee 
took the leap in deciding to form a class for 
demonstration/display purposes only, thereby 
freeing up the advanced and technique classes to 
meet the learning needs of its dancers and to 
provide a pool for the demonstration class.  The 
PR value that results from the team’s external 

activities is hard to measure but is generally 
agreed to be high. .  
   One of the aims of London Branch set out in its 
constitution is  “c) ...promoting the enjoyment 
and appreciation of Scottish Country Dancing 
and Music by any suitable means”.  One of the 
major ways the Branch fulfils that obligation is 
by sending demonstration teams to events round 
London and beyond, covering a wide range from 
major high profile events with large audiences to 
small special needs schools or day centres; all are 
carefully prepared and equally enjoyed. 
   Membership of the demonstration team comes 
with an obligation to turn out for demonstrations 
and displays, often at inconvenient times and 
places, with the team paying their own travel, 
subsistence and, if necessary, overnight costs. In 
addition, demonstrations and displays require to 
be organised, from the make up of the team for a 
particular event to repertoire to be danced, dress, 
musician, venue, travel arrangements and 
negotiation of fees. That is far beyond what 
many class teachers could be expected to do, due 
to the volume of requests that we have, and is 
therefore recognised in the post of demonstration 
team convener to whom the responsibility for 
that work falls. 
   As to participation in competition festivals, 
there can be no doubt that competition sharpens 
performance in any area of activity. Highland 
dancing is almost entirely competitive; Highland 
dancers do not meet to have a social time; they 
meet to compete. In sharp contrast, Scottish 
country dancers generally only meet in a social 
context and to enjoy the pleasure of dancing with 
other people.  Competitions therefore act as an 
additional spur to fine tune personal and team 
performance; often perceived by team members 
as a ‘necessary evil’ to further raise the skills 
level, albeit rather nerve wracking. We all know 
that Scottish country dancing is a complex form 
of dance and to perform at the highest level 
requires years of practice. Not everyone wishes, 
or sees the need, to perform at such a level but 
for those who do competitions, notably 
Newcastle, provide the forum and incentive to 
dance as well as they can both as individuals and 
as a team, pitting their skills and careful 
preparation against other teams of like standard. 
However, even at Newcastle the high point of the 
day is the evening dance when all the teams put 
aside their competitive personae and join in a 
great celebration of Scottish country dancing, 
open to all comers; a really ‘wow’ factor.  
   Surely the right forum for people who want, or 
see the need, to dance competitively is the 
demonstration team?   Why would, or should, 
individuals set up a separate group to do this 
when the RSCDS London Branch already 
provides it?  If such a group did set up then it 
would only be a matter of time before someone 
said, “I know, let’s formalise this and call it … 
the Demonstration Team”! 
    The London Branch membership comprises 
dancers with wide ranging abilities and interests 
of all ages and offers an almost equally wide 
variety of classes, dances and other events 
throughout its annual season as a direct response 
to this.  
   No doubt there will be partisans of both Chris 
Hood’s viewpoint and the views expressed in this 
reply, but if ceilidh dancing for all at one end of 
the spectrum is admissible then why not 
competitive dancing at the other?  Let’s 
accommodate the full spectrum and be thankful 
London Branch currently does so. 

James Fairbairn 
former London Branch convenor 

Elaine Wilde 
current London Branch convenor. 

Editor’s note: We welcome comments on Branch 
activities – drop me a line with your views. 

MORE LETTERS TO  
THE EDITOR 

BRANDED GARMENTS  
A range of garments including Tee Shirts, fitted 
Ladies Tees, Polo Shirts and Sweatshirts is 
available sporting the Branch logo. These 
garments are offered in a range of colours and 
sizes and children’s sizes are also available. 

 Order forms are available from  
Jeff Robertson on tel: 01903 245718;  

or 020 7730 9633;  
jtr@ctg.co.uk, or from the Branch website: 

 www.rscdslondon.org.uk. 
These quality garments – now with the new 
London Logo – are modestly priced as follows, 
postage and packing being charged at cost as 
appropriate:- 
  Tee Shirts    £9 
  Ladies Tees  £11 
  Polo Shirts £15 
  Sweatshirts £16 
There are two logo styles, a discreet embroidered 
logo on the left breast for Sweatshirts and Polo 
Shirts and a larger version incorporating our 
website address, for printing on the backs of Tee 
Shirts and Ladies Tees.  
   On light garments the logo will be as above, but 
with a gold crown and silver lettering on the 
darker garments. Please continue to support your 
Branch. 

Jeff Robertson 
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GEORGE MEIKLE AT 
BERKHAMSTED 

Having met and danced to the wonderful, 
uplifting music of George Meikle at both 
Summer and Winter School over the past few 
years, I persuaded him to journey south for the 
Berkhamsted Strathspey & Reel Club’s Spring 
Dance and what a wonderful evening he and the 
Lothian Band gave us. 
   Our venue, the beautiful Boxmoor Playhouse, 
was at bursting point with 90 tickets sold, which 
in the high temperatures of a May heatwave, 
meant it was almost like dancing in the tropics! 
   We had planned a programme to include 
several dances with tunes written by George, 
including John of Bon Accord and Scott Meikle 
(which is about to be published in the new 
RSCDS Book 46). One of the highlights of the 
evening was the dance Calum’s Road, which 
has been written by Rob Sargent (Ruthven 
Collection). George has been known to play the 
music for this (written by Donald Shaw) in 
every tempo e.g. reel, waltz, strathspey and 
even march, but on this occasion he played it 
beautifully in strathspey time, for each of the 
four times through with superb feeling and 
interesting dynamics. 
   Another highlight of the evening was the 
launch of a dance written for the club, by Jon 
Allen-Friend. Jon, who has been coming over 
from Toronto, Canada to visit relatives in the 
area, has timed his visits to coincide with our 
Spring Dance over the last few years and has 
become a good friend of the club. His lovely 
strathspey, The Ladies of Berkeau, (Canadian/
French twist on Berko!) was accompanied by a 
dreamy tune devised by club member, Ken 
Martlew. Everyone particularly entered into the 
spirit of the dance with Jon’s suggestion to 
“gaze wistfully” at their partner during the third 
8 bars of the dance! 
   George and his band members, Stewart Reid 
and Alan Rintoul gave us an evening to 
remember but if you wish to dance to them, 
they will be travelling south again, to Milton 
Keynes in September and St Ninian’s (St 
Albans) in November. Berkhamsted Strathspey 
& Reel Club and their friends have been 
fortunate to dance to excellent bands recently 
and we thank all who came to support and enjoy 
our Spring Dance. 
   Please feel free to enjoy more photographs of 
our Spring Dance on our website, 
www.berkhamstedreelclub.org.  

Jane Rose 

BUCKINGHAM 
PALACE GARDEN 

PARTY 
The St Andrew Society (London) held its 
Centenary Ball in March, as reported in Reel 
272. The Society had sent a Loyal Address to the 
Queen, and Her Majesty replied with a message 
of congratulations, which was read out at the 
Ball. The Society was also allocated tickets to the 
Buckingham Palace Garden Party on 22 June. 

As a result, my daughter, Catriona, and I had 
the honour of going to the Palace! Once through 
security at the gates we were directed into the 
wonderful Palace garden. The Queen must have 
an army of gardeners, as the lawns were like 
velvet and the flowerbeds were perfect. In one 
corner stood the largest garden urn I have ever 
seen, the Waterloo Vase. In contrast to the rest of 
the garden the lake is surrounded by wild flowers 
and is fed with water from the Serpentine in 
Hyde Park. 

There was an amazing assortment of different 
outfits; various national costumes, including 
several gentlemen in Highland dress, though I 
did not recognise any of them as dancers. There 
seemed to be every uniform you could think of. 
Most of the clergymen wore cassocks, but there 
was one dressed like a 19th century vicar, in a 
frock coat and top hat. [Maybe he was The 
Minister on the Loch? Ed.] Many gentlemen 
wore business suits rather than morning suits, 
and one or two were wearing morning suits with 
straw hats! There was a wide variety of dresses 
and hats including a couple of ladies in saris. 
Councillors are often invited to these garden 
parties, and judging by the number of chains of 
office “every Mayor that ever there was” had 
been given tickets!  

The Queen emerged from the Palace when tea 
was served and headed to her own special tea 
tent. Catriona joined the crowd to see her, but I 
needed to sit down. I got a glimpse of the Queen 
when she went back to the Palace. She was 
wearing a lemon yellow outfit.  

It was a wonderful day, and one we will never 
forget.  

Elizabeth Bennett  

GIRL GUIDE 
CENTENARY 

Dem team outings often lead us to significant 
sites or buildings and on 22 May it was to 
Danson Park in Bexleyheath, Kent, a beautiful 
expanse of green and trees with its own lake. 
You’d never guess the A2 was running close by 
its southern edge. The occasion was a day of 
celebration to mark the centenary of the Girl 
Guides. You might think that Baden-Powell was 
hardly an archetype for Women’s Lib, but to his 
credit he was immediately receptive to the idea 
of a counterpart organisation for girls when it 
was suggested to him in 1909, only two years 
after the Boy Scouts was formed. To quote from 
the Guides’ website, “He wanted to create a 
separate identity for the girls so that they could 
work for self-development independently, not in 
imitation of their brothers”. The Girl Guides 
Association was formally set up in 1910, with 
Baden-Powell’s sister Agnes as President. 

A small group from Dem Team accompanied 
by Dave Hall, his accordion, and his daughters 
Emily and Anna arrived mid afternoon in 
brilliant sunshine to find the park hotching with 
Brownies (picture page 10). The Guides were 
due later in the day. There was a specially 
cordoned off grassy square for dance events with 
loud speakers at each corner, so Dave’s 
accordion was easily heard across the park. We 
had thought that after a brief display it would be 
apposite to teach the Guide Centenary Dance 
written by Moira Simpson. but it was clearly 
going to be beyond the youngsters so Angela 
Young (a former Guide) took them through some 
favourites including A Reel for Jeannie, 
Circassian Circle and The Flying Scotsman. We 
put about 60 Brownies through their paces in the 
course of an hour and attracted an even larger 
audience of Mums and Dads, Guide leaders and 
other Brownies who were not quite ready to join 
in. Bexleyheath is Kellett Country, of course, and 
when we mentioned that there was a local 
Scottish dance class for children taken by a nice 
lady called Wendy we were immediately 
informed by several Brownies that Wendy 
Kellett was their primary school class teacher. 

We had fun, the Brownies had fun, the Guide 
leaders were happy and a sense of the pleasure to 
be had from our form of dance and music was 
conveyed to another group of mainly young 
people. I think that is what the Dem Team is for.  

James Fairbairn  

MIDSUMMER MAGIC 
AT CHISWICK 

A perfect Summer’s evening, the perfect setting, 
a stunningly beautiful Palladian house as 
background, a flat (well almost!) lawn and more 
than 60 Scottish dancers. What could be more 
idyllic? 

This year’s Midsummer Magic held on Sunday 
27 June was a huge success. The grounds have 
been given a £3 million makeover and we were 
asked to dance at the far end of the lawns which 
gave us a better view of the house, and the huge 
cedar trees offered us more shade which meant 
that we were not dazzled by the setting sun and 
perhaps most important of all there was only a 
very short walk to the new site from the greatly 
enlarged and very accessible car park 

Things were arranged differently this year: 
dancing started at 5.30 and halfway through the 
programme we enjoyed our picnics. Then we 
danced again until dusk just after 9.00. Ian Cutts, 
Julie Preston and Julie's friend Charlotte 
McDonaugh provided the excellent music, which 
carried far and wide and attracted a lot of 
summer strollers to come from other parts of the 
grounds to watch us, applaud and occasionally 
join in. Our MCs, James Fairbairn and Davinia 
Miln did their usual flawless job of steering us 
through the dances and together they made it an 
evening to remember. 

There were many visitors from other SCD 
groups, including quite a few “reelers”, who 
managed the more unfamiliar (to them) dances 
with much enthusiasm and obvious enjoyment. 

Everything comes at a price however and the 
costly re-vamp of Chiswick House grounds 
meant that the charge for the venue has escalated 
astronomically. When it was announced on the 
night that we might not be able to use this 
magical venue next year because of the cost, 
there was an audible cry of dismay. We are 
determined to try to continue to dance at this 
very special place so please everybody, as soon 
as you see the advert for next year's Midsummer 
Magic announced in The Reel, write off for your 
tickets to enable us to dance at Chiswick House 
again next year and for many years to come. 

Kay Senior  
(President founder of  

Chiswick Scottish Country Dance Club) 
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The one-day SERTA workshop held in 
Woodford Green in April, led by Dave Hall, 
focused on the elements of planning a technique 
class. 
   Dave started us off with a warm-up, during 
which he introduced us to several exercises 
aimed at encouraging dancers to listen to the 
music and to move with and respond to it. He 
explained the importance of choosing appropriate 
music for exercises and formation practice, and 
of counting correctly over the music. With the 
latter in mind, he provided us with some 
excellent examples, both during the warm-up and 
later on in the day, of helpful and unhelpful 
counting, emphasising the fact that different 
counting methods need to be used for different 
steps and tempi. He stressed, too, that the teacher 
needs to be very clear about the music that they 
want, particularly when working with a musician.  
   Following the warm-up, we looked at 
stretching and a few simple exercises to practise 
and improve some of the basic elements of 
Scottish country dancing: foot positions, 
handing, posture, and body weight/alignment 
prior to any change in direction. We also 
considered a few of the problems which can arise 
in the execution of steps, and how teachers can 
help a class to overcome these problems. We 
looked at, for example, travelling using pas de 
basque, lengthening/shortening skip-change-of-
step, travelling backwards (as in “advance and 
retire”), and how to increase the “dip” in 
strathspey steps. 
   We then moved on to tackle the combination of 
the above with teamwork and correct phrasing. 
Dave strongly advocated the use of shapes and 

OBITUARY 
L J (John) Morris 

John Morris passed away on 11 July. His love for 
Scottish dancing started at a club that met at the 
Acklam Café in Middlesborough. While at 
Imperial College in London he danced with the 
Lads and Lasses competing in and winning some 
competitions. He married Valerie in 1967 and 
together they have danced all over the country. 
Latterly, he developed prostate cancer which 
limited his dancing so he started devising dances 
leading to his compilation of the Vallin 
Collections of dances in the last decade. CDs of 
music for these dances were recorded by Neil 
Barron and David Cunningham. So far over 
£4000 from these CDs and books has been 
donated to Stepping Hill Hospital of the 
Stockport NHS Foundation Trust towards 
research into prostate cancer. Valerie will 
continue to sell his books and CDs for this 
charity. 

SURBITON 
GOODBYE & HELLO 

Surbiton & District Caledonian Society said 
goodbye to St Mark’s Church OLD HALL on 
Thursday 17 June 2010 at their End of Season 
Party. There were over 40 people at the 
celebration. Jim Cook MC’d 13 dances and there 
was a fantastic spread of food. Ruth Taylor 
(Chairman) thanked everyone for coming and 
Margaret Murrant said she had been dancing in 
the Old Hall since the late 1950s! The evening 
ended with three cheers for the Old Hall. 

The Society had received a sudden 
announcement that the OLD HALL was going to 
be demolished in early October and the site 
developed into flats. Some 60 venues in the area 
were contacted and just one ticked all the boxes.  
So the new season will begin at 8pm on 
Thursday 9 September 2010, when we will say 
hello to St Matthew’s Primary School, Langley 
Road at Surbiton. 

David Horwill 

A WEEKEND IN ARRAN   

For me it was a double first. I’d neither been on a 
dance class weekend nor (to my shame) had I 
ever been to Arran. But Christine Hastie’s 
weekend away in June was simply a most 
enjoyable treat in the glorious weather of 
summer 2010. I departed a bustling Heathrow 
early in the morning and gradually by the time I 
arrived at Brodick, my body clock had slowed 
down to the more peaceful and measured pace of 
life on Arran. And there of course at the Ferry 
terminal was the smiling face of Christine ready 
to meet, greet and organise those who have 
landed from not only the many parts of Britain 
but also from Canada, US and Europe. And I 
must say that I never saw that smile drop even 
once throughout a very busy weekend for her and 
a full one for us.  
 Both class teachers Janet Johnston and Jimmie 
Hill were fun, lively and instructive. I 
particularly enjoyed learning the Kandahar Reel 
…well it’s not quite there yet but I’ll soon have 
mastered all those helicopter, wheel or four-
hands-across parts. The venue for the weekend 
was  Arran High School – nothing old or behind 
the times about this state of the art school. It was 
a top class venue with excellent facilities. And 
not least there was the lively and uplifting music 
of Mo Rutherford and Neil Copland at classes 
and the two dances. Their playing made it all so 
much fun. 
   “This weekend” said Christine “is about 
sociability and fun” and having set all the dance 
requirements up perfectly she also provided real 
treats for dancers and supporters alike. It was 
only a weekend but it felt like a holiday, with a 
tour of the island including Scotland’s newest 
distillery, a motor boat trip to Holy Isle and a 
most enjoyable folk night at a local hotel.  
   We talk a lot about the ‘sociability’ of Scottish 
country dancing. Sadly, we all know that at times 
its not as readily evident as it could be. For me 
this weekend really captured it with friendly 
people, enjoyable dancing and lots of fun. Or as 
one Publicity Convenor might say … For Fun, 
Fitness and Friendship.  
   Speaking of which, June marked the end of my 
two year term for London Branch and as well as 
saying a huge thank you to Christine for a lovely 
Arran weekend, I’d like to thank everyone who 
supported my efforts on the PR front while I was 
convenor. I wish my successor every good wish.  

Michael Nolan  

Christine and Ian Hastie 

ELEMENTS IN PLANNING A TECHNIQUE CLASS 
patterns in teaching, particularly when 
individual (and sometimes tricky) formations 
need to be broken down so that they are 
understood by a class. The formations which he 
had selected for us to concentrate upon included 
Poussettes, the Tournée, the Spurtle, Rights and 
Lefts for two, three and four couples, Set and 
Petronella in tandem and the Quadruple figure of 
eight. During the session members of the class 
were encouraged to share their own ideas and 
methods for teaching these and other formations, 
which provoked some lively and very interesting 
discussion.  
   The last part of the session was spent looking 
at methods of teaching more complex dances, 
including the build-up to a dance and the 
identification and mitigation of any potential 
pitfalls. Where a dance includes a formation 
with a modification, Dave encouraged us always 
to teach the basic formation before embarking 
upon the modified version. He also highlighted 
the importance of lining up the sets across as 
well as up and down the hall, thereby providing 
the class with the maximum number of 
geographical reference points and opportunities 
for covering.  
   As a trainee teacher of Scottish country 
dancing (I was working towards Units 2 and 3 of 
the Teacher’s Certificate at the time), I found the 
workshop incredibly valuable, and on behalf of 
all those who attended I would like to extend a 
huge thank you to Dave for making it fun, 
interesting and informative, and to Barbara 
Manning for the fabulous musical 
accompaniment. 

Esther Wilkinson  

THE DANCE SOCIETY LONDON — part 1 

The London dancing scene has recently been 
enhanced. At the beginning of July, the Dance 
Society London was born, and started its life 
with two hugely successful dancing events. On 
Friday 2 July, at Chiswick Town Hall, the 
Summer Scottish Dance took place with 130 
dancers reeling to the sound of Craigievar. The 
next day, on Saturday 3 July, over one hundred 
dancers filled the dance floor at Fulham Town 
Hall for the Grand Victorian Ball, where 
crinolined ladies and tail-coated men re-lived the 
elegant atmosphere of the 19th century to the 
tunes played by Green Ginger.  
   Both dances were of a very high standard and 
presented a good opportunity for the local 

dancers to mix with a sizable contingent of 
Italian dancers that came over to London 
specially for the occasion. The Scottish dance 
had quite an energetic programme, MC’d very 
ably by Lindsey Rousseau, Jim Cook and 
Simonetta Balsamo (in Italian). Besides many of 
the old favourites, the programme included Hugh 
Foss’ London Reel, which presented a bit of a 
challenge, especially for some Italian dancers, 
but was well received and enthusiastically 
accomplished. All the Italian men were wearing 
kilts and many ladies were dressed in lovely 
white summer dresses. To sum up: it was a great 
evening and, to quote a member of the band, 
“one of the best gigs we’ve ever played”.    ►  

► The Saturday ball was awaited with some 
apprehension, as the local English dancers were 
not quite sure about several of the couple dances 
on the programme. But help was at hand. In the 
afternoon, a two-hour rehearsal was organised 
with expert teaching by Fabio Mollica who 
brought the Italian dancers to London. Thus 
everybody was confidently prepared for the big 
night. 

Dal Sudwell 
Picture on page 10. Read Part 2 in the next Reel. 
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DANCE EVENTS 
HARROW & DISTRICT 

CALEDONIAN SOCIETY 
Autumn Dance 

Saturday 16 October 2010 
7.00 to 11.00 pm 

St Andrew's URC Hall, Eastcote, HA5 2SH 
The Silver Cross Band 

Tickets: £11 from Jim Henderson  
020 8954 2586, email: jwh698@gmail.com 

  

Annual Ball 
Friday 7 January 2011 

7:30 to 11:30 pm 
Allum Hall, Elstree, WD6 3PJ 

The Frank Reid Scottish Dance Band 
Programme in the next issue. 
www.harrowscottish.org.uk 

RSCDS BERKS/HANTS/
SURREY BORDER 

BRANCH 
 

Advanced Class - alternate Mondays 
   Starting on Monday 6 September 2010 

8.00 to 10.00 pm.  
Finchampstead Memorial Hall RG40 4JU 

Teachers:  ................... Ann Dix, Gaynor Curtis, 
Mervyn Short and Alan Davis 

Technique Clinic  
   Monday 6 September: for Intermediate and 

Advanced dancers,  
Contact: Shirley Ferguson 01276 501952 

Teacher:  .......................................... Anne Carter  
General Class - Every Wednesday 

   Starting on 8 September 2010 at 8.00pm 
at Our Lady Queen of Heaven Church Hall 

Frimley GU16 7AA 
Teacher:  ........................................ Mervyn Short 
Contact:  ..................... May Sloan 01428 604868 

Beginners  Class  
   Starting on Thursday 23 September 2010 

at 8.15pm. All Saints Church Hall, Farnborough 
GU14 9EW.  

Contact: Rhoda Finch 01276 681820 
Teacher:  ......................................... Anne Whillis 

Autumn Social - 9 October 2010 
   Farnham Memorial Hall GU9 7EE 

Dancing to recorded music from 7.45 - 10.45pm 
Bring and share refreshments. 

Contact: Roger Finch 01483 511040 / Annette 
Owen  01252 845187 

Christmas Social - 28 December 2010 
   Christmas Social from 7.45 - 10.45pm.  

at St Paul`s Parish Rooms, 
Wokingham RG41 1EH 

Bring and share refreshments. 
Dancing to recorded music 

Contact: Peter Loveland 07747 112720 / 
Deborah Draffin 01344 776831 
Day School - 12 March 2011 

Contact: Dancers: Chris Brown 01252 674708, 
Musicians: Mervyn Short 01903 782413 

RSCDS Teaching Certificate 
The BHS Border Branch will be running a course 
to prepare candidates for Units 2, 3 and 5 starting 

in January 2011. The venue will be 
Finchampstead Memorial Hall. Please contact 

Mervyn Short 01903 782413 as soon as possible 
if you are interested. 

Visit our website on www.rscds.bhs.org.uk. 

ASHDOWN SCOTTISH COUNTRY  
DANCE CLUB 
Charity Dance for  

Headway – The Brain Injury Association  
Parkinson’s Disease Society – Crowborough Branch 

Saturday, 18 September  2010 
7.30 - 11.30pm  

Beacon Community College, North Beeches, 
Crowborough, East Sussex, TN6 7AS 

Sandy Nixon & his Scottish Dance Band 
Programme: The Reel of the 51st Division, 
Napier’s Index, Miss Gibson’s Strathspey, The 
Lochalsh Reel, Father Connelly’s Jig, The 
Singing Sands, Scott Meikle, Jennifer’s Jig, 
James Senior of St Andrews, Shiftin’ Bobbins, 
Anniversary Reel, Equilibrium, The Diamond 
Jubilee, Miss Johnstone of Ardrossan, The 
Flying Spur, The Rose of the North, The 
Recumbent Stone, Band Solo, The Minister on 
the Loch, Bratach Bana, The Dundee City 
Police, The Belle of Bon Accord, Seton’s Ceilidh 
Band, The Irish Rover.   

 Tickets, in advance please, £12.00 (child/ 
spectators £6.00) plus please bring a plate of food. 
Contact Michael Copeman Tel: 01892 655971 

Email: michaelc.copeman@btinternet.com. 

BOURNEMOUTH RSCDS 
Christmas American Supper Dance 

Saturday 11 December 2010 
7.00 - 11.00pm 

Strathallan S.C.D. Band 
Tickets: £12 plus contribution to supper. 

  

Annual Ball 
Saturday 12 February 2011 

7.00 - 11.15pm 
Strathallan S.C.D. Band 

Tickets: £17 including supper. 
  

Venue for both events:  Corfe Mullen Village 
Hall BH21 3UA 

Details:  Margaret Robson 01202 698138  
margaret.brscds@ntlworld.com  

CHICHESTER AND DISTRICT 
CALEDONIAN SOCIETY 

St Andrew’s Dance 
Saturday 4 December 2010 

7.00 for 7.30pm. Drinks reception.  
Dancing until 11.15pm  

Jubilee Hall, Oving, Nr Chichester, PO20 2DN  
Craigievar Band 

Programme: St Andrew’s Fair, The Cranberry  
Tart, The Byron Strathspey, Fugal Fergus,  
J.B.Milne, The Marmalade Maker, The New 
Rigged Ship, The Irish Rover, The Partans in his 
Creel, Mrs MacPherson of Inveran, Tribute to 
the Borders, Schiehallion, The Wild Goose 
Chase, Margaret Parker’s Strathspey, Crossing 
the Line, The Wee Cooper o’ Fife, Cherrybank 
Gardens, Burnieboozle, The Silver Tassie, Ian 
Powrie’s Farewell to Auchterarder. Extras: 
Anniversary Reel, Nottingham Lace. 

Tickets £10.50 members, £12.50 guests 
American Supper (Ample parking available) 

Apply for  tickets, with s.a.e., to  
Margaret Linton, 79, Portchester Road, Fareham, 

Hants, PO16 8AP Tel. 01329 280095 
See also our website www.chicalesoc.co.uk  

RSCDS CAMBRIDGE BRANCH  

Saturday 16 October 2010  
7.30 to 11.30 pm 
Annual Dance 

Chesterton Community College, Cambridge CB4 3NY  
Dancing to Craigievar 

Details: www.rscds-cambridge.org 

GERRARDS CROSS  
SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCING CLUB 

New Year Ball and Dinner 
Saturday 8 January 2011 

7.00pm for 7.30pm to 11.45pm 
Gerrards Cross Memorial Centre SL9 7AD 

Ian Robertson’s Band 
Programme: Maxwell’s Rant, Napier’s Index, 
Sands of Morar, Milton’s Welcome, Midnight 
Oil, Sauchie Haugh, Baldovan Reel, Crossing the 
Line, Sugar Candie, Bratach Bana, Scott Meikle, 
Cherrybank Gardens, The Last of the Lairds, 
None so Pretty, The Flower o’ the Quern, 
Equilibrium, The Saltire Society Reel, 
Monymusk, James Gray, The Montgomeries’ 
Rant. 

Tickets £22 
email: tickets@gxscottish.org.uk 

Andrew Patterson, tel. 01753 890591 
www.gxscottish.org.uk. 

BUDAPEST SCOTTISH 
COUNTRY DANCE CLUB 
The 7th BUDAPEST BALL 

with a Weekend Course,     
24-27 March 2011 

We welcome all Scottish 
country dancers at a superb 

location in the heart of Budapest in  
Hotel Boscolo New York Palace ***** 

Teacher:  .............................. Patricia Houghton 
Musicians:  ............. James Gray, Andrew Lyon 
The weekend course is followed by a tourist 
programme in Hungary focusing on the history and 
culinary delights of the country including the 
current European Capital of Culture, a very special 
hydrofoil trip on the River Danube and of course 
wine tasting and Palinka tasting. 

For further information, pictures and online 
registration (low price booking by 1 November) 

visit our website: www.bstk.hu/bal2011/ 
or contact: konyakatalin@yahoo.com 

CROYDON & DISTRICT BRANCH RSCDS 
Annual Weekend School  

Friday 12 to Sunday 14 November 2010 
The Cumberland Hotel,  
Eastbourne BN21 3YT 

Teacher  .......................................... Simon Wales 
Cost  £110 Branch members £115 non members 

Applications forms available from 
Pauline Cashmore 0208 686 9362 

www.rscdscroydon.org.uk 

HARPENDEN SCOTTISH COUNTRY 
DANCING CLUB 

Annual Ball 
Saturday 5 March 2011 

Harpenden Public Hall, Harpenden, AL5 1PD 
Kafoozalum Country Dance Band 

Programme and other details in the next issue 
Enquiries to Val Owens 01727 863870 

Website: www.HSCDC.org.uk. 

REIGATE SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE 
CLUB 

Formal Dance & Buffet 
Saturday 20 November, 2010 

7.30 - 11.00pm 
Reigate School, Pendleton Road, 

Reigate RH2 7NT 
The Dewhurst Band 
MC: to be announced 

Programme: Catch the Wind, Mrs MacPherson 
of Inveran, Cape Town Wedding, Airie Bennan, 
The Saltire Society Reel, John McAlpin, The 
Chequered Court, Ladies of Dunse, MacDonald 
of the Isles, Jennifer’s Jig, St Columba’s 
Strathspey, Bratach Bana, Ian Powrie’s Farewell 
to Auchterarder, Kilkenny Castle, The Flowers 
of Edinburgh, Pelorus Jack, The Robertson Rant, 
Mairi’s Wedding. 

Tickets £12, 
Enquiries to Wendy Mitton  01737 766244. 
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HAYES & DISTRICT 
SCOTTISH ASSOCIATION, 

MIDDLESEX 
Annual Ball 

Saturday 6 November 2010 
7.30 - 11.30pm  

Brentside High School,  
                       Greenford Ave, W7 1JJ 

The Craigellachie Band 
Programme: The Lochalsh Reel, James Gray, 
Foxhill Court,  Nottingham Lace, The Pines of 
Pitlochry, Kinfauns Castle, Lady Sophia Lindsay, 
Hooper’s Jig, The Dream Catcher, The 
Glenalmond Gamekeeper, Pelorus Jack, Scott 
Meikle, Father Connelly’s Jig, Dagmar’s Fancy, 
Bauldy Bain’s Fiddle, The Dancing Master, 
Bonnie Ina Campbell, The Plantation Reel, The 
Roselath Cross, The Minister on the Loch, 
Spiffin’, The Irish Rover. 

Tickets £16  [incl. Buffet]  from:   
 Margaret Wallace – 020 8560 6160 

e-mail:   margaret@ianwallace.fsnet.co.uk 
Olive MacNeil – 01895 237819   

e-mail: donolivemacneil@sky.com 
Cribs available on website:   
www.hayesscottish.org.uk. 

DANCE EVENTS (continued) 
RSCDS BATH BRANCH 

Annual Ball 
Saturday, 12 February 2011 

The Guildhall, Bath BA1 1LZ  
Craigellachie Scottish Country Dance Band 

Tickets £25 from June Hall, 
Top Flat, 141 Wells Rd, Bath, BA2 3AL 

Tel 01225 318906 

RSCDS OXFORDSHIRE BRANCH 
Annual Ball 

Saturday 23 October 2010 
Headington School, Oxford, OX3 7TD  

Ample free parking and on the  
London to Oxford bus route.  

Bus stops right outside the school. 
Ian Muir and The Craigellachie Band 

Programme: Anderson’s Rant, Pelorus Jack, 
The Birks of Invermay, Scott Meikle, Muirland 
Willie, The Dream Catcher, Broadford Bay, The 
Wild Geese, Scotch Mist, The Sailor, The Ferry 
Louper, Sands of Morar, None so Pretty, The 
Dancing Master, Glasgow Country Dance, 
Portnacraig, The Immigrant Lass, The Minister 
on the Loch, Old Nick’s Lumber Room, The 
Reel of The Royal Scots. Extras: West’s 
Hornpipe, Neidpath Castle 
Tickets £15 (spectators £7.50) including supper 
Contact: Trisha Rawlings, tel. 01869 340830, 

email: trish@rawlings50cc.plus.com 
 

Advance notice 
Burns Night Supper & Dance 

29 January 2011, Benson, OX10 6LZ 
Ian Muir and the Craigellachie Band 

SOUTH EAST HERTFORDSHIRE SCDS 
Annual Ball 

Saturday 20 November 2010 
7.30 - 11.30pm 

de Havilland Sports & Social Club, 
de Havilland Campus, 

University of Hertfordshire, AL10 9EU 
Ian Robertson and his Band 

Programme: Pelorus Jack, General Stuart’s 
Reel, Jean Martin of Aberdeen, Quarries’ Jig, 
Scott Meikle, The Rose of the North, The 
Dunblane Drummer, Festival Fling, St 
Columba’s Strathspey, Ian Powrie’s Farewell  to 
Auchterarder, Swiss Lassie, Welcome to 
Dufftown, Autumn in Appin, The Reel of the 
Royal Scots, Inchmickery, The Cashmere 
Shawl, Trip to Bavaria, Major Ian Stewart, The 
Minister on the Loch, Mairi’s Wedding. 

Tickets: £17.50 including  supper 
Excellent parking/Licensed Bar 

Enquiries: Peter Dixon 01920 462213 
www.sehscds.netfirms.com 

ST JOHN'S SCOTTISH 
COUNTRY DANCING CLUB  

Annual Ball 
Saturday 27 November  2010 

7.30 - 11.45 pm 
Emmbrook School,  

Wokingham RG41 1JR  
Ian Muir and The Craigellachie Band 

Programme: Maxwell’s Rant, The Roselath 
Cross, The Reverend John MacFarlane, The 
Belle of Bon Accord, Sleepy Maggie, The Starry 
Eyed Lassie, The Gentleman, Queen’s View, 
The Dancing Master, Neidpath Castle, Minard 
Castle; The Dancing Man, Craigmin Brig, Culla 
Bay, The Blackwater Reel, Major Ian Stewart, 
Kilkenny Castle, Mrs Stewart of Fasnacloich,, 
MacLeod’s  Fancy, The Byron Strathspey, 
Follow me Home, The Montgomeries’ Rant.  
Extras: Scott Meikle, James Gray. 

No Bar, but soft drinks will be provided, and 
wine with supper. 

Contact Sue Davis for Tickets - £19 
Tel: 01344 774344 

 or email: alan.suedavis@live.com 
or S.A.E. to 2 Larkswood Drive, Crowthorne, 

Berks. RG45 6RL 

ST NINIAN'S SCOTTISH DANCERS 
Annual Dance 

Saturday 13 November 2010 at 7.30pm 
St Albans Girls' School, Sandridgebury Lane, 

St Albans AL3 6DB 
George Meikle and the Lothian Band 

The programme is on our website 
www.saintniniansluton.org.uk 

Ticket: £16 inc buffet, from Chris Walker  
tel: 01727 822143 

or email: cwalker3707@btinternet.com 

RSCDS TUNBRIDGE WELLS BRANCH 
Autumn Dance 

Saturday 16 October 2010 
7.30 - 11.30pm 

Tonbridge Grammar School, Deakin Leas, 
Tonbridge, TN9 2JR 

Dancing to recorded music 
Tickets £6.50 on/before 9 Oct, £8 after 10 Oct 

plus a plate of food to share at a sit down buffet. 
Contact Sue Fergusson, tel: 01892 513514 or 
email: socialsec@rscdstunbridgewells.org.uk 

website: rscdstunbridgewells.org.uk 

Want to Advertise in The Reel? 
Contact Jeff Robertson, Tel 020 7730 9633 or 

01903 245718. email: jtr@ctg.co.uk. 

ST COLUMBA’S CHURCH, PONT ST 
Ceilidh 

Saturday 13 November, 2010 
6.30 for 7.00pm 

Music: Karl Sandeman – accordion 
Andrew Lawrie – fiddle 

Easy Scottish and Old Time dances 
Piper and Singer tbc 
All ages welcome 

Ticket: Adults £12, Children £6 
Preferably in advance from the church office,  

020 7584 2321 or John Laurie, 020 7286 1923. 
Welcome drink and refreshments. 

Proceeds to West London Churches  
Homeless Concern 

LONDON HIGHLAND 
CLUB 

Forthcoming attractions  
to be held at  

St Columba’s Church Hall,  
Pont Street,  London SW1 0BD 

 
Fridays:           Upper Hall     7.30-10.30pm  
Saturdays:       Lower Hall     7.00-10.30pm  

unless otherwise stated 
 

Saturday 4 September ........................ Strathallan 
President’s Night ......................... 7.00 to 11.00pm 

With Jacket Potato Supper 
Saturday 2 October ......................... Stradivarious 
Friday 29 October .............................. Hallowe’en 
Saturday 20 November ................... Musicmakers 
Friday 26 November ......................... St Andrews  
Saturday 18 December ...................... Frank Reid 

Christmas Dance.7.00 to 11.00pm 
Saturday 8 January ............................ .Craigievar 

New Year’s Dance with haggis supper 
Saturday 5 February ............... Marian Anderson 

Full details will be published in next Reel. 
Dances will be talked or walked through on 

request, except Christmas Dance 
and Annual Ball. 

For further details contact: Frank Bennett on  
020 8715 3564, e-mail fb.lhc@blueyonder.co.uk, 
or Roger Waterson on 020 8660 5017. You can 
also telephone our “Dial-a-Programme” service 

on 020 8763 8096 to hear our programme, or 
leave a message. Everyone is welcome at all our 
functions, so please come along and join us for 

an enjoyable evening.  Come and enjoy a colourful and dynamic celebration of Scotland’s music,  
dance and song  

with the 15th  

A Measure of Scotch  
Saturday 16th October, 3.00pm and 7.30pm at The Alban Arena, St. Albans.  

Guest artists include.  
* Harpenden Pipes and Drums  

* Jock Robertson and Glyn Day * Maria Dervish  

A FAMILY SHOW NOT TO BE MISSED 
Produced by the Hiel’and Toe Club  

Tickets £10 (concessions £2.50 off)  
For information and bookings, telephone 01582 769607  
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BRIGHTON & HOVE SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE CLUB meets 
Thursdays 7.30-10pm at Balfour Junior School, Balfour Road, 
Brighton. Details from Carol Catterall, 01273 564963. 

BURNS CLUB OF LONDON holds lively meetings in central 
London, usually including live music, on second Monday of 
the month as well as a superb Burns Supper.  Details: Jim 
Henderson 020 8954 2586, jimhendersonuk@aol.com. 

CAMBERLEY REEL CLUB. Dancing every Tuesday 8pm at St. 
Paul’s Church Hall, Church Hill, Camberley. Details from 
Rhoda Finch, 20 Redcrest Gardens, Camberley, Surrey GU15 
2DU. Tel: 01276 681820. 

CAMBRIDGE & DISTRICT BRANCH RSCDS. Classes for all 
grades. Details: Jacqui Brocker, 24 Hemingford Road, 
Cambridge, CB1 3BZ. Tel .  07916 892611,  
jacqui_brocker@yahoo.com.au.  

CAMBRIDGE SCOTTISH SOCIETY ScottishCountry Dancing and 
other events.. Dance Circle meets every Thursday 8pm from 
Sept to June. Details www.camscotsoc.org.uk or  Rachel 
Schicker 01223 364557. 

CHELTENHAM BRANCH RSCDS Advanced class Mondays 7.30-
9.30pm. General class Thursdays 7.30-9.30pm. Bettridge 
School, Cheltenham. Also a Beginners class. Details: Margaret 
Winterbourne, 01242 863238. 

CHELTENHAM SCOTTISH SOCIETY. Dancing most Friday nights 
7.30 to 10.30pm from October to end May, at St Andrew’s 
Church Hall, Cheltenham. Details: Mrs Doreen Steele, 45 Dark 
Lane, Swindon Village, Cheltenham, GL51 9RN. Tel: 01242 
528220,  mbsteele45@aol.com. 

CHELMSFORD: SANDON SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE CLUB 
meets on Monday evenings 7:30-9:30pm at the Hayward 
School, Maltese Road, Chelmsford. Beginners welcome. 
Details from Esther Wilkinson, email: ewilkin@gmail.com or 
tel. 01206 240132. www.sandonscotdance.org.uk 

CHISWICK SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCING CLUB. Upper Hall at 
St Michael’s & All Angels’ church, corner of The Avenue and 
Bath Road (turn right out of Turnham Green tube) W4. 
Sundays from 27 Sep till 4 July with Xmas and Easter 
breaks. Midsummer Magic open air evening dance in 
Chiswick House grounds 11 July. Beginners class at 6.00 till 
7.10. General class 7.15 till 9.20. Advanced dancers 
evenings with musicians twice each term. Tel 020 8743 
9385 (afternoons only) / www.chiswickscottish.org.uk. 

CIRENCESTER SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE CLUB meets most 
Wednesdays 8:00 - 10:00pm September to end June at the 
Bingham Hall, King Street, Cirencester. Details: Mrs Val 
Williams, Leaholme, Broadway Lane, South Cerney, 
Glos.  Tel 01285 860660.  williams147@btinternet.com 

CRAWLEY SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCING CLUB meets 
Thursdays 8.00 to 10.00pm September to June at Milton 
Mount Community Hall, Milton Mount Avenue, Pound Hill, 
Crawley. Details: Mrs Pip Graham, 57 Milton Mount Ave, 
Pound Hill, Crawley, W. Sussex RH10 3DP, tel: 01293 
882173. 

CROYDON & DISTRICT BRANCH: Branch classes:- General, 
incl Beginners with technique Coulsdon (Fri). Advanced 
(Wed) Coulsdon. Other classes in the area: Beginners: 
Reigate & Selsdon (Tues): Gen: Reigate (Mon); Advanced: 
Reigate (Thurs.). Details: Dorothy Pearson 01737 551724, 
www.rscdscroydon.org.uk  

EALING SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE CLUB meets Thurs. 8-
10pm. September to May at St Andrew’s Church Centre, 
Mount Park Road, Ealing, W5. Details: Rena Stewart, 56 
Meadvale Road, Ealing, W5 1NR, tel: 020 8998 6419. 

ABINGDON SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE CLUB Dancing most 
Mondays, 8.00 - 10.15pm, Sept to June at  Northcourt 
Centre, Abingdon, nr Oxford. All welcome. Details: 
www.abingdonscdc.wordpress.com or Carol Gibbins 01235 
527211 cgibbins60@hotmail.com  

ADDLESTONE & DISTRICT SCOTTISH SOCIETY meets 
Wednesdays 8.15-10.15pm September to May at St Mary's 
Church Hall, Church Road, Byfleet, KT14 7NF. Details from 
Val Clack, 01932 845869. www.addlestonescottish.org.uk 

ALDRINGTON (HOVE) SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE GROUP 
meet every Tuesday 8.15-10.30pm, September to June. 
Details from John Steer, 57 Hangleton Rd, Hove, E. Sussex 
BN3 7GH. Tel: 01273 416893. 

BERKHAMSTED  STRATHSPEY & REEL CLUB meets in Potten 
End Village Hall. Social dancing: Tuesdays 8.15 September to 
May, Sat. gardens June/July. Classes: Mondays 8pm: 
Intermediate and Advanced, Tuesdays 8.15: Beginners. 
Contact: Judy Roythorne, 1, Pine Close, North Road, 
Berkhamsted,  Herts  HP4 3BZ Te l .  01442 875496 
www.berkhamstedreelclub.org 

BOURNEMOUTH BRANCH RSCDS meets every Friday at St. 
Mark’s New Church Hall, Wallisdown Road, Talbot Village, 
Bournemouth. Newcomers and Beginners 7.15-8.30pm. 
Improvers/Intermediate 8.45-10.15pm. Weekly children’s 
classes. Technique class by invitation – alternate 
Wednesdays. Details from Margaret Robson, 24 Upper Golf 
Links Rd, Broadstone, Dorset BH18 8BX. Tel: 01202 698138. 

BRIGHTON BRANCH RSCDS. Classes for beginners, 
intermediate and advanced, country and highland, adults and 
children. Details from Clive Hamblin on 01273 723761 or 
enquiries@rscds-brighton.org.uk. http://www.rscds-
brighton.org.uk/  

continued on next page  

OTHER SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE ORGANISATIONS  

Kilt Hose & Scottish 
Dance Socks 

Quality Hose and Socks chosen 
by dancers for dancers. 

Visit our website to see our 
wide range of patterned and 
coloured socks including our 

“cushioned comfort” socks to 
ease dancing on hard floors. 

www.ferrislayrose.com 
07901 791 975 

PATERNOSTER SQUARE 
The London Highland Club ran open-air dances in Paternoster Square on the Saturday evenings of 
August for 24 years. We started in 1968 and ended in 1991 when the Square was scheduled for 
redevelopment. 

The idea came about originally because for the month of August 1968 the Royal Scottish Corporation 
Hall in Fetter Lane, where we met in those days, was closed for redecoration and the LHC had nowhere 
to meet. Frank Gordon, a committee member, had seen some activities being staged in the Square and 
suggested that we should try to run something in the open air. 

Initially the idea was to run dances just for that one year but it was so popular that the Club decided to 
continue the next year and so on even though the hall in Fetter Lane was open in August in succeeding 
years. 

For almost every evening of every year the music was provided by Frank Reid's band although when he 
was unavailable McBains (Bill Farr) willingly stepped in. Bill even came over from the Isle of Wight to 
play on occasions.  

We always had a piper and sometimes more than one. Roger Huth was the main piper for dancing but 
on some occasions we had members of the Blue Bonnets City of London Pipe Band. Members of the 
London Highland Club gave demonstrations of highland dancing and for many years the pupils of 
Valerie Geddes' dancing school provided this show.  

The first London Highland Club LP record “The London Highland Club at Paternoster Square” was 
recorded live in Paternoster Square and included some tracks by the pipe band.  

The pub The Sir Christopher Wren played an important part in the activities as many folk liked to be 
able to buy a drink during the evenings and there was also food available. In latter years they would open 
specially on the Saturday evenings to accommodate our needs. 

To commemorate the 24 years a dance was written called “Farewell to Paternoster Square”, a medley 
(24S, 48R) danced in a square set. 

Graham and Fay Cattell 
 

I worked for the Central Electricity Generating Board and had an office overlooking Paternoster Square 
and was asked if I knew how the various bands performing their music in the square got their permit. 
After some research I found out that the Corporation of the City of London was responsible for the 
Square but it was only leased to them. The CEGB were the primary leaseholders of the office blocks and 
the square. 

I remember being invited to discuss the details about the open air dancing and was met by two 
policemen in peaked caps who were very concerned about the possibility of drink-fuelled Scots 
rampaging around the square causing untold mayhem. I did not know we had such a reputation. They 
were soon enlightened as to what Scottish Dancing was about. 

The next problem was the square had to be insured! Public Liability, Indemnity against damage to 
buildings, the square itself, the flower displays and the various sculptures A friendly word suggested that 
we approach the company that already insured the square. Simple really. 

Other memories I have of that time are that the Square was notoriously windy, and being told later that 
the London Highland Club were now included in the current lease given to the Corporation as a 
permanent feature and that we did not have to reapply every year.  The very loud plastic buckets that 
were shaken from time to time to attract ‘donations’ as the event was without sponsorship. We could not 
charge for entry to the square. Meeting the same policeman again and being told that constables in the 
City had been given instruction on how to direct anyone to ‘the Scottish dancing’ if asked. Lastly the 
sheer numbers of tourists and dancers on the square every Saturday in August either watching or dancing 
but everyone enjoying the music. 

Great Fun. 
Peter Forrow 
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OTHER SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE ORGANISATIONS (continued from previous page) 
EPPING FOREST SCOTTISH ASSOCIATION Club night Mondays 

(all year) 8-10 pm at Woodford Green Prep School, Glengall 
Road, Woodford Green, Essex IG8 0BZ. Details: www.efsa. 
org.uk or Angela Ross, 02085043376, angelaross87 
@hotmail.com. 

EPSOM & DISTRICT CALEDONIAN ASSOCIATION. holds weekly 
adult dance classes for beginners and intermediate/advanced 
levels, (September to March), including informal dances. 
Details from Dorothy Pearson, 366 Chipstead Valley Road, 
Coulsdon CR5 3BF. Tel 01737 551724 

FARNHAM SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCING CLUB. Dancing 
every Tuesday at 8.00pm, September to May at the 
Memorial Hall, West Street, Farnham, Surrey. Details from 
Mrs Annette Owen, 47 Beauclerk Green, Winchfield, Hook, 
Hants RG27 8BF. Tel: 01252 845187. 

FELTHAM & DISTRICT SCOTTISH ASSOCIATION meets 
Tuesdays 8.00pm, September to mid-July at the White 
House Community Centre, The Avenue, Hampton. Details 
from Ann or Paul Brown, tel: 01784 462456 or mobile 07801 
160643.  Email: p@ulfbrown.co.uk 

FLEET SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE SOCIETY dance in Church 
Crookham Memorial Hall in Hampshire on alternate 
Saturdays from 7.30-10.30pm, September to May. Full 
details from Vikki Spencer, 24 Park Hill, Church Crookham, 
Fleet GU52 6PW. Tel: 01252 691922. 

GERRARDS CROSS SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE CLUB meets 
at Memorial Centre, East Common Road, Gerrards Cross on 
Tuesdays from September to June. Beginners 7.30pm, 
General 8.15pm. Details from Jeanette Patterson: 01753  
890591; info@gxscottish.org.uk;  www.gxscottish.org.uk. 

GREENFORD AND DISTRICT CALEDONIAN ASSOC. meet at the 
British Legion Hall, Oldfield Lane, Greenford. Visitors 
welcome. Tuesdays 8.00 to 10.30 p.m. Details from Mrs P. 
Crisp, 19 Compton Place, Watford, Herts WD19 5HF. Tel: 
0203 078 0018. 

GUILDFORD SCDC meets at Onslow Village Hall, Wilderness Rd, 
Guildford GU2 7QR most Mondays at 8.00pm from 
September to June. www.gscdc.org.uk or tel 01483 502422. 

HAMPSTEAD & DISTRICT SCOTS’ ASSOCIATION Dancing on 
Tuesdays Sept.-June from 8.00-10.00pm in Elderkin Hall, 
Trinity Church, Methodist and United Reformed, 90 Hodford 
Road, Golders Green, London NW11 (Entrance in Rodborough 
Road). All welcome. Details: Miss Joan Burgess, 503A York 
Road, London SW18 1TF. 020 8870 6131. 

HARPENDEN SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCING CLUB meets 
every Tuesday at 8.00pm at Lourdes Hall, Southdown Road, 
Harpenden. Classes on Thursdays from 8.00pm. Details from 
Phil Bray, 25 St. Olams Close, Luton, Beds LU3 2LD. Tel: 
01582 617734. 

HARROW & DISTRICT CALEDONIAN SOCIETY. Classes 
Wednesdays 8.15-10.15pm, St.Albans Church Hall, Norwood 
Drive (off The Ridgeway), North Harrow. Details of these and 
other activities from Jane Forbes, 7 Buckland Rise, Pinner 
HA5 3QR. Tel: 020 8428 6055. www.harrowscottish.org.uk.  

HAYES & DISTRICT SCOTTISH ASSOCIATION meets Fridays 8-
10pm, September to July in Hayes, Middx. Beginners and 
experienced dancers welcome. Details: Margaret Wallace, 
Tel: 020 8560 6160. 

HERTSMERE REEL CLUB. Monthly dances on third Saturday 
(exc. Aug & Sept) 7.30-11.00pm, Tilbury Hall (URC), Darkes 
Lane, Potters Bar. Details: Mary Fouracre, 171 Dunraven 
Drive, Enfield, EN2 8LN. Tel: 020 8367 4201. 

HESTON & DISTRICT SCOTTISH ASSOCIATION. Thursdays 8.15 
to 10.15pm. September to July, tuition followed by social 
dancing. Also monthly Saturday dances and ceilidhs. All at 
Heston Methodist Church Hall. Details from Mrs Rosemary 
Mitchell, Tel: 01784 254401. 

JERSEY CALEDONIA SCD GROUP. Contacts: Helen McGugan, 
La Pelotte, La Rue a Don, Grouville, Jersey JE3 9GB Tel/Fax 
01534 854459; Alan Nicolle 01534 484375, 
alan.nicolle88@googlemail.com; or Brenda Gale 01534 
862357. See www.scottishcountrydancing jersey.blogspot.com. 

ISLE OF THANET SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCERS meet 
Wednesdays September to June at Holy Trinity & St. John’s 
C. of E. Primary School, St. John’s Road, Margate. Beginners 
7.00-8.00pm. General 8.00-10.00pm. Details: Mrs Linda 
McRitchie, 60 Bradstow Way, Broadstairs, Kent. 01843 
869284. 

LEICESTER BRANCH RSCDS meets Thursdays, Holy Cross 
Centre, Wellington St., Leicester. 4 classes – Beginners, 
Intermediates, Social, Advanced. 7.30-8.30p.m., followed 
by Social dancing until 10p.m. Also Tuesdays 1.30-3.45p.m. 
General class at same venue. Contact: Mrs. Pamela Hood 
0016 2753886, jdjimps@talktalk.net.  

LONDON HIGHLAND CLUB meets regularly at St. Columba's, 
Pont Street, SW1. Some major functions held at other 
London venues. Details: adverts in The Reel or contact Frank 
Bennett, 12 Lingfield Road, Worcester Park, Surrey KT4 8TG. 
020 8715 3564. Dial-a-programme service: 020 8763 8096. 
www.londonhighlandclub.co.uk 

SEVENOAKS REEL CLUB meets every Tuesday from September 
to May, 8.00-10.00pm at Kippington Church Centre, 
Kippington Rd, Sevenoaks. Details: Rebecca Evans, 2 Vestry 
Cottages, Old Otford Road, Sevenoaks, Kent TN14 
5EH  01732 456382  beccab31@hotmail.com . 

SHENE SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE GROUP meets every 
Wednesday from mid-September to May 8.30-10.30pm, in 
Barnes. Further info: Further info: Denise Haugh, 6 Medcroft 
Gardens, East Sheen, SW14 7RN, 020 8392 2920,  email 
dhaugh200@btinternet.com.. 

SIDCUP & DISTRICT CALEDONIAN ASSOCIATION. Dancing on 
Wednesdays from 8.00-10.15pm throughout the year at 
Hurst Community Centre, Hurst Road, Sidcup, Kent. Details: 
Pauline Cameron,7 Wayne Close, Orpington, Kent BR6 9TS. 
Tel 01689 838395. 

SOUTH DORSET CALEDONIAN SOCIETY. Dancing at St. 
Edmund's Church Hall, Lanehouse Rocks Road, Weymouth, 
Dorset, Wednesday, 7.30-10.00pm. Details from Miss Valerie 
Scriven, 13 Fenway Close, Dorchester Dorset DT1 1PQ. Tel: 
01305 265177. 

SOUTH EAST ESSEX SCOTTISH SOCIETY. Dancing Fridays, 7.30 
to 10.30pm, St. Peter’s Church Hall, Eastbourne Grove, 
Southend (near hospital). Tuition 7.30-9.00pm. Details Mrs 
Edna Carroll, 01702 428974. 

SOUTH EAST HERTS SCDS. Classes in Hertford, Sept to May: 
Inter/Adv Tues 7.45pm, Bengeo School, Hertford; Beginners 
Thurs 7.30pm. Millmead School, Hertford. Demonstration Alt. 
Mons 8.0pm. St John’s Hall, Hertford. Details: Chay Smith 
01992 442154. 

SOUTHWICK SCD CLUB meets Thursdays 8.00-10.15pm at 
Southwick Community Centre, Southwick, W. Sussex. 
D e t a i l s :  M a r t i n  H e a t h ,  0 1 2 7 3  4 7 8 0 6 9 ,  
m.j.heath@talk21.com. 

SURBITON & DISTRICT CALEDONIAN SOCIETY dancing every 
Thursday at 8pm from September to June at St Matthew’s 
School, Langley Road, Surbiton KT6 6LW. Details: David 
Horwill, 32 Wolsey Road, Sunbury-on-Thames, Middx, TW16 
7TY. http://www.surbitoncaledonian.co.uk. 

THE SCOTTISH CLANS ASSOCIATION OF LONDON meets at St. 
Columba's Church, Pont Street, London SW1, every Tuesday 
from October to end of May for Scottish Country Dancing, 
7.00-10.00pm.  Details: Tom Symington,  020 7834 7151 or 
020 7828 6792. 

THE SCOTS SOCIETY OF ST. ANDREW SLOUGH & DISTRICT 
meets every Wednesday (September to May) 8.00 to 
10.15pm at Trinity ERC Hall, Windsor Rd, Slough SL1 2JA. 
Scottish Dancing and other social events. Details from the 
Sec: Carol Berry, tel:01628 620 072 or 01771 223 8165. 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS BRANCH RSCDS. Beginners/intermediate 
classes on Tues 7.30-10pm and advanced classes Thurs 8-
10pm at St Augustine’s School, Wilman Road, Tunbridge 
Wells. Details: Sue Bush, 33 St Luke’s Road, Tunbridge 
Wells, TN4 9JH.  Tel: 01892 615269, website:    
www.rscdstunbridgewells.org.uk. 

WALLINGTON, CARSHALTON & DISTRICT SCOTTISH 
ASSOCIATION hold weekly adult Classes for, Intermediate 
and Advanced levels on Monday evenings. Details from Mrs 
Maggie Westley, 30 Stanley Road, Carshalton, Surrey SM5 
4LF. Tel: +44 (0) 20 8647 9899, website:  
westley3148@tiscali.co.uk. www.wallingtonscottish.org.uk. 

WATFORD & WEST HERTS SCOTTISH SOCIETY. General and 
Beginners/Improvers Classes at Bushey Community Centre, 
High Street, Bushey WD23 1TT. Thursdays from 8.00-
10.00pm. Details: Stuart Kreloff, 60, Tunnel Wood Road, 
W a t f o r d  W D 1 7  4 G E .  0 1 9 2 3  4 9 2 4 7 5 , 
reel@WatfordScottish.org.uk. 

WAVERLEY SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE CLUB meets at Holy 
Trinity Church Hall, Winchester, every Thursday from Sept to 
the end of June, 8.00-10.00pm. Details: Mrs Pat Mumford, 
02380 252570. 

WELWYN GARDEN CITY SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE CLUB 
Dancing Wednesday 8 to 10 pm from September to June at 
Lemsford Hall, Lemsford Village, near Welwyn Garden 
City.  All welcome.  email welwyn.scdc@hotmail.com or 
telephone Douglas Wood 01582 469928. 

WEMBLEY & DISTRICT SCOTTISH ASSOCIATION Mondays 
8.00pm. Dance Class. The Church of the Ascension, The 
Avenue, Wembley, Middx. Details: Mrs Pam Crisp, 19 
Compton Place, Watford. WD19 5HF. Tel: 0203 078 0018. 

WINCHESTER BRANCH RSCDS Classes Tuesdays 8.00-
10.00pm. Club night (all abilities) Wednesday 8.00-
10.00pm. Both evenings take place at St. Peter’s School, 
Oliver’s Battery Rd North, Winchester. Details: Wendy 
Mumford (teacher), 20 Blendon Drive, Andover, SP10 
3NQ.  01264 363293, wendy@mumford.com. 

WITHAM & DISTRICT CALEDONIAN SOCIETY. Dancing every 
Wednesday 8.00-10.00pm. The Centre, UR Church, Witham, 
Essex. Details from Beryl Munro, tel 01621 850838 or email: 
beryl.munro@btinternet.com . 

LUCY CLARK SCD CLUB meets Thursdays 8.00pm, Oldhams 
Hall, Great Missenden. Details: Dick Field, Stonefield House, 
Clappins Lane, Naphill, Bucks HP14 4SL. Tel: 01494 562231 

MAIDENHEAD SCOTTISH DANCING CLUB meets every 
Tuesday 8.00pm at St. Mary's R.C. School, Cookham Road, 
Maidenhead. First Tuesday in the month is Social Dancing 
Evening. Details: Jane Courtier, 16 Ostler Gate, Maidenhead, 
Berks SL6 6SG, 01628 628372.              o 
maidenheadscottishdancing.org.uk. 

MAIDSTONE (COBTREE) SCD GROUP meets every Wednesday 
7.30-10pm at The Grove Green Community Hall, Maidstone. 
Details from Jane Masters, 251 Robin Hood Lane, Blue Bell 
Hill, Chatham, Kent ME5 9QU. Tel. 01634 864007. 

MARKET HARBOROUGH SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE SOCIETY. 
Dancing at Fairfield Road School, Fairfield Road, Market 
Harborough. Tuesday 7.30-10.00pm. Details: Mrs Connie 
Elphick, “Lazonby”, 9 Little Lunnon, Dunton Bassett, 
Lutterworth, Leics LE17 5JR.  01455 209446. 

MEDWAY AND DISTRICT CALEDONIAN ASSOCIATION. 
Dancing Thursdays 8.00-10.15pm at St. Mary’s Island 
Community Centre, Chatham. Beginners welcome. Many 
other activities. Details: Liz Bowden, Meadow Cottage, Green 
Farm Lane, Lower Shorne, Gravesend, Kent, DA12 3HL. tel 
01474 822919.  

MEOPHAM SCD CLUB meets every Monday evening from 
September - June at 8.15-10.15pm at the Village Hall 
Meopham. Details from Mrs Jane Whittington. 5 Coldharbour 
Rd. Northfleet.Kent.DA11 8AE, 01474 359018. 

MILTON KEYNES BRANCH RSCDS. Mixed ability class 
Mondays 8.00- 10.00pm. Bradwell Village Hall, Milton 
Keynes. Details: Jan Jones, 52 Aintree Close, Bletchley, 
Mi l ton Keynes.  MK3 5LP. 01908 378730, 
jange@verybusy.co.uk 

NORTH HERTS REEL CLUB. Dancing most Wednesdays 8.00-
10.00pm. from September to May at Roecroft School, 
Stotfold. Informal Saturday Dances. Details: Mrs Jennifer 
Warburton, 17 Victoria Road, Shefford, Beds. SG17 5AL. Tel: 
01462 812691. 

NORTH KENT SCOTTISH ASSOCIATION. Dancing 7.45-
10.00pm. most Wednesdays at Barnehurst Golf Club. 
Beginners welcome. Details: Nigel Hewitt, 227 Knights Rd, 
Hoo, Rochester, Kent, ME3 9JN. Tel. 01634 254451. 

ORPINGTON & DISTRICT CALEDONIAN SOCIETY. Dancing every 
Thursday 8.00-10.15pm. at Petts Wood Memorial Hall. 
Beginners/Improvers Class Every Monday 8.00-10.15pm at 
St. Pauls, Crofton Road, Orpington. Details: Pam. French, 20 
Beaumont Road, Petts Wood, Orpington, Kent, BR5 1JN. 
01689 873511. 

OXFORDSHIRE BRANCH RSCDS. Dancing on Thursdays 
throughout the year in Oxford. Details: Patricia Rawlings, 29 
Frances Road, Middle Barton, Chipping Norton, Oxon OX7 
7ET. Tel: 01869 340830. 

READING ST. ANDREW’S SCOTTISH DANCING SOCIETY. 
Dancing at St. Andrew’s URC, London Road, Reading from 
8.00-10.00pm. September to May, Tuesdays (elementary) 
and Wednesdays (general). Details: Rita Cane, 45 Beech 
Lane, Earley, Reading RG6 5PT. Tel: 0118 975 7507, 
www.scottishdancingreading.org. 

RICHMOND CALEDONIAN SOCIETY meets at the Oddfellows 
Hall, Parkshot, Richmond, every Wednesday evening at 
8.00pm from mid Sept. to end of May. For Information 
contact Marshall Christie 020 8977 5237 or 
www.richmondcaledonian.co.uk. 

SANDERSTEAD URC SCOTTISH DANCE GROUP. Dancing Tues 
8.00pm Sanderstead URC Hall, Sanderstead Hill, S. Croydon. 
Details: Graeme Wood, 01883 627797 or gwood@gna.cc. 

ST ANDREW SOCIETY (LONDON). Wimbledon and District 
Scots’ Association. Dancing Tuesdays 8.00pm at Wimbledon 
Community Centre, St. Georges Road, Wimbledon, SW19. 
Details: Miss Alison Raffan, 2 Erridge Road, Merton Park, 
London, SW19 3JB. or Elizabeth Bennett 020-8715 3564, 
lizbennett@blueyonder.co.uk. www.standrewsoc london.netne.net. 

ST COLUMBA’S CHURCH OF SCOTLAND, Pont Street. Scottish 
Country Dancing most Mondays from Oct to May, 7.15-
10pm. Admission free except for six Band and Burns Nights’ 
when a charge will be made. Beginners welcome and there 
is a step practice usually on the third Monday of the month. 
Further details: Denise Haugh 020 8392 2920, email 
dhaugh200@btinternet.com. 

ST JOHN’S’s SDC WOKINGHAM: meet every Thurs 8-10.15pm 
Sept to June at St. Sebastian’s Hall, Nine Mile Ride, 
Wokingham. All standards welcome. Sue Davis 01344 
7 7 4 3 4 4 ,  2  L a r k s w o o d  D r ,  C r o w t h o r n e , 
alan.suedavis@live.com. Also Childrens’ Class Sats. 9.30 - 
11.00am at the Parish Hall, Crowthorne, Deborah Draffin 
01344 776831. 

ST NINIAN’S SCOTTISH DANCERS, Luton meet every 
Wednesday, September to July 8.00-10.00pm at St. Ninian’s 
UR Church, Villa Road,Luton, Beds. Contact: Pat Hamilton, 
01462 671156 or Sheila Harris, 01525 875060. 



 

 
Page 20  

Published by the RSCDS (London Branch) Printed by Cassio Graphics, tel: 01923 237088 

Top:  RSCDS Teachers Exams: Front row: Kerry Maguire (kneeling), Ann Dix and Jean Martin (examiners); 
Back row, left to right: Michael Brown, Jaquie Brocker, Andy Wiener, Rosemary Kreloff, Elizabeth Wragg, Eileen 
Brown, Mathilde Tischmacher, Esther Wilkinson, Marjorie Beaumont, Sarah Kelsall-Patel, Ken Martlew (tutor), 
Barbara Manning (musician), Maureen Ainsworth, Barbara Martlew, Jane Rose (helpers).  
 
Right:  Jane, ably accompanied by Andrew Nolan on piano, demonstrates with husband Brian the 2-bar turn.  R
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