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Scottish
Dancing is
FUN!

We wish all our readers a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

LONDON BRANCH AWARDS

What’s inside:-

CELEBRATE FOR
CHRISTMAS
Branch Dance

Saturday 13 December 2008
6.45 for 7.00-10.45pm.
St Columba’s Church Hall, Pont St. SW1 0BD
David Cunningham and his Band
Machine Without Horses ....................... 12 / 12
Back to the Fireside ........................... ….38 / 4
Bridge of Nairn ..................................... 13 / 11
The Cocket Hat ....................................... 44 / 5
Fraser's Favourite ..................................... .L / 7
Miss Milligan's Strathspey ................... Leaflet
Joie de Vivre .......................................... .39 / 2
Mrs Milne of Kinneff .......................... .Leaflet
Flowers of Edinburgh ............................... 1 / 6
MacLeod’s Fancy .................................. .33 / 3
None So Pretty ....................................... .19 / 1
Wisp of Thistle ....................................... 37 / 4
Muirland Willie ...................................... 21 / 9
West’s Hornpipe ..............................5 for 1965
Sugar Candie .......................................... .26 / 9
Wild Geese ............................................. .24 / 3
S-Locomotion ......................................... 41 / 8
Duke of Perth ............................................ 1 / 8
Admission £15.00 members, £16.00 non
members. Reception drink and refreshments
provided. Those with Highland/evening dress
are encouraged to wear it.
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6

Society AGM Report
Day School and Summer
School
6
SERTA
7
Branches & Societies
8
Scottish Dancing, part 3
12/13 Letters
14
Music
15
Writing Dances
16-18 Dance Events
20
Take the Floor

Sandy Walker

BURNS’
SUPPER AND
CEILIDH
DANCE
Saturday 17 January
2009
6.45 - 10.45pm
St Columba’s Church Hall, Pont St., SW1 0BD
Kafoozalum
This is a great chance to share with your
friends and family the fun of Scottish music
and dancing. The programme will include
The Gay Gordons, Britannia Two-Step,
Bluebell Polka, Circle Waltz, Dunedin
Festival Dance, Dashing White Sergeant,
Canadian Barn Dance, Eightsome Reel,
Swedish Masquerade, Cumberland Reel, St
Bernards Waltz, Virginia Reel, Boston TwoStep, Strip the Willow and many others.
Admission, including supper,
£9.50 for RSCDS members,
£12.00 non members.
Tickets in advance (SAE please) from Jeff
Robertson, 31 Alinora Avenue, Goring By
Sea, West Sussex, BN12 4NA, jtr@ctg.co.uk
(a pair of tickets would make a wonderful
Christmas present)

Stephen Webb

Charlie Galloway

page

Stephen Webb

Stephen Webb

The London Branch is pleased to announce that Charlie Galloway and Sandy
Walker have been nominated to receive Branch Awards at the Christmas Dance on
13 December. Citations on page 3.

Alex Gray, the new RSCDS chairman
see article on page 3

COMBINED SOCIETIES
DANCE
Saturday 7 March 2009
7.00-10.30 pm
St. Columba’s Church Hall, Pont St. SW1 0BD
Ian Robertson and his Band
A joint event with Little Ship Club, London
Highland Club, and Scottish Clans Association
of London, and hosted this year by The London
Highland Club.
Programme in next issue of The Reel.

Issue No 267 will be with UK based members by 14 February 2009 unless delayed in the post. Contributions for that issue should be sent preferably by email
to editor@rscdslondon.org.uk. Postal contributions should be sent to Wilson Nicol, 14 Great Woodcote Park, Purley, Surrey CR8 3QS
to arrive by 17 January 2009. (Issue No 268 will arrive by 2 May 2009).
The opinions expressed by contributors in The Reel do not necessarily reflect the official position of the RSCDS, nor of the Branch.
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RSCDS ANNUAL
CONFERENCE WEEKEND
Once again, dancers from all over the world
converged on Perth, Scotland, for this event.
Bell’s Sports Centre in Perth provides a perfect
home for this annual meeting of old friends and
new – plenty of room for 650 people to dance
but also sit and chat, watch, enjoy the music,
move around in comfort, with other rooms to
accommodate all our other activities during the
weekend – excellent organisation from all the
people involved in it.
The Friday night Annual Ball, everyone
formally dressed enjoyed to the full the music of
Nicol McLaren and the Glencraig Band and a
programme devised by Paris Branch, while on
Saturday night, a more relaxed evening after any
tensions of the meeting, seemingly tireless
people danced a programme from Inverness
Branch to splendid music from John Renton and
his Band.
Saturday morning, with a slight change of
format, offered a Members’ Forum with one
topic – Communication – structured and led by
Katharine Hoskyn from New Zealand, a very
worthwhile and interesting morning with
contributions from many members – watch the
website for further information. Meanwhile at a
well attended class Pat Houghton and Jennifer
Wilson inspired participants with their teaching
and music. Sunday morning has now become an
active part of the weekend – at the Youth Forum
led by Jayne Brown discussions included
Medals Tests, Scottish dancing in Primary
Schools and the Youth Workshops; at the
Musicians’ Forum led by Mo Rutherford,
musicians, teachers and dancers contributed for
the benefit of all; for those who wanted more
dancing there was a MacNab workshop with
Sinclair Barbour and Robert Menzies, and the
International Branch had a meeting.
But the core of the weekend was the 79th
Annual General Meeting of the Royal Scottish
Country Dance Society.
The meeting was opened by the present
Chairman, Irene Bennett thanking Jim Healy,
who has now completed his term of office, for all
the work he has done for the Society. Dr. Alastair
MacFadyen, President of the RSCDS, welcomed
292 delegates and 102 observers and read a
message from the Queen. The scroll recipients
were applauded, Vice Presidents were appointed
and the Annual Activities Report was accepted.
William Whyte, Convenor of General Purposes
and Finance, talked through the reasons for this
year’s deficit and the steps that are being taken to
ensure that this will not happen again. The
Financial Report was accepted by the meeting
and the Auditor was appointed.
The meeting confirmed the appointment of
Alex Gray as Chairman with acclaim. The new
Chairman Elect is Ruth Beattie from Glasgow
and this year there were elections for two of the
three Committees and the Management Board.
The Branch is pleased that Lindsey Rousseau
was elected to the Management Board and Ann
Dix to the Education and Training Committee.
Then to the motions: one from the
Management Board proposing a range of
membership categories was amended by
Aberdeen Branch and passed amended – new
categories are Youth, Young Adult, Adult Single
and Adult Joint. New Zealand Branch proposed
that one delegate should be permitted to exercise
three votes, This, they argue, will benefit small
and large Branches who would like to have all
their votes presented at the AGM – this was
passed. New Zealand also proposed that dancers
may be Branch members without having to join
the Society. The Management Board asked that
Continued in next column

CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS
What a cracking start to the season!
Kensington Gardens, Dance Scottish Week
with the Open House event and our start of
season September dance with the Craigellachie
Band. Read all about it in the following pages
and also on the website.
Another successful Day School with three
themed Dance Classes, a Musicians Workshop,
a range of optional classes and to top it all, a
ceilidh. We were taught by Mary Murray from
Vancouver, Eric Finley from Ayr and Muriel
Johnstone from Canada along with our own
Rachel Wilton, Maureen Campbell and Joan
Desborough. The music was provided by Ian
Muir, Jennifer Wilson and Barbara Manning.
What a star line up and altogether a splendid
day. A huge thank you to our organiser Margaret
Catchick, and her many, many helpers, who
surpass expectations year after year.
We had a full day of dancing in November
with a children’s class in the morning and family
dancing in the afternoon and evening led by
Angela Young. Our thanks to musicians Jean
Harrison and Ian Robertson and MCs Angela
Young and Simon Wales.
We look forward to our Christmas Dance on
13 December with David Cunningham and his
Band all the way from Scotland; what an
excellent start to the Christmas period.
Congratulations to the two recipients of this
year’s Branch Awards for their support and
contribution to Branch activities over many
years. Their efforts are much appreciated.
We are so fortunate in having The Reel, our
website and the South East Dance Diary with
information on where to dance in our area. Our
grateful thanks to Wilson Nicol, Meryl Thomson
and Caroline Hamilton for all their work.
I look forward to seeing you at the Christmas
Dance. Enjoy the festive season and a Happy
New Year to you all.
Jeff Robertson

EDITORIAL
Music is the stimulus to
dance. Thus it is
heartening that so many
readers have expressed a
view on the role of bands
in our dancing. The best
bands have the ability to
fire our enthusiasm: but
such skill does not come easily. It takes time by
playing at many dances to develop the rapport
with dancers that characterises this magical touch
to lift us off the floor. Good recordings are not
possible without this background, and as we all
know there is a world of difference between
dancing to live and canned music!
Wilson Nicol
cont:

this should be remitted to them, with
an undertaking that the results of their
consultation on this subject will be on the
website by June 2009 – the meeting and New
Zealand Branch agreed to this.
David Queen gave the vote of thanks to all
those involved in such a successful weekend.
It may not sound like fun but it is! To be
among so many people who care about the future
of Scottish Country Dancing and the organisation
that has made it possible is a very heart warming
and encouraging experience.
Next year the meeting will be in Perth,
Scotland, again; make a date for 7 November,
2009.
Rachel Wilton
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LONDON BRANCH
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Mary Stoker
Hon. Vice-Presidents:
Mary Barker, Stella Booth, Ellen Garvie,
Jenny Greene, Marie Jamieson,
John Laurie, Owen Meyer, Rosemary Tilden.
Chairman:
Jeff Robertson
31 Alinora Avenue, Goring by Sea,
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email: jtr@ctg.co.uk
Vice-Chairman:
Angela Young,
75 Studland Road, Hanwell
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email: aady@mac.com
Hon. Secretary:
Stewart Murray,
139 Cottenham Park Road,
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Hon. Treasurer:
Simon Wales,
Flat 6, 86 Worcester Rd, Sutton,
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Youth: ................. Andrew Kellett, Angela Young
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Margaret Catchick (Day School), Pamela Ellam,
Lena Robinson, Margaret Shaw
Dances: .......... Jeff Robertson, Gillian Bloomfield,
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Rita Marlow*, Meryl Thomson*(website)
Open-air Dances: ....................... James Fairbairn,
Jeff Robertson
Membership: ................................ Gaynor Curtis*
Bookstall: ...................................... Ian Anderson*
Central Council of Physical Recreation:
Marie Jamieson*, Simon Wales.
Hon Archivist: ...............................Iris Anderson*
S E Branches: ................................ .Simon Wales,
Combined Societies:..................... .Jeff Robertson
*Indicates a non-Executive Committee member.

Website

www.rscdslondon.org.uk

Objects of London Branch
To advance the education of the public in the
London area in traditional Scottish Country
Dancing, in particular by:
a) preserving and furthering the practice of
traditional Scottish Country Dances;
b) providing or assisting in providing instruction
in the dancing of Scottish Country Dances;
c) promoting the enjoyment and appreciation of
Scottish Country Dancing and Music by any
suitable means.

BRANCH DANCE

LONDON BRANCH AWARDS
Citations

Charlie Galloway

Sandy Walker

Charlie Galloway began to learn the pipes when
he was about 12 years old and living in
Rutherglen. He spent many years playing in pipe
bands but in the late fifties started to play for
Highland Dancing in Harrow. Playing for
Scottish Country Dancing came later when he
was discovered by the RSCDS London Branch
demonstration team in the nineteen seventies.
From then on he was one of the team’s principal
pipers. Now ‘retired’ from the demonstration
circuit, Charlie could be relied upon to provide
timely and suitable music for the introduction to
the display, the numerous ‘knife, fork, and
spoon’ selections and the special dances
performed by the team, always willing and
always an attraction to the audience dressed in
his finery. He was also a talented dancer under
the tutelage of Mary Stoker in North West
London and this played a major part in
understanding the sort of music required when
piping for the team. In that vein he composed the
tune ‘Oor Mary’ for the London dance Mary
Stoker of Pinner – the Branch President. Charlie
is currently Chairman of the Gerrards Cross SCD
Club
Charlie is a quiet unassuming chap but dressed
in his feather bonnet with the bagpipes under his
arm he became the life and soul of the party. Not
only a super piper for dancing, he was a real
entertainer. His ‘Highland Fling Competitions’,
in which he cajoled unsuspecting members of the
public to make fools of themselves without ever
causing embarrassment or offence, were a
highlight of many participation evenings with the
London Branch dem team in the 1970s and 80s.
And a familiar sight at the early children’s
dances run by the Branch was Charlie leading his
own ‘pipe band’ of children marching behind
him as they attempted to blow up balloons.
In his various capacities, Charlie has been a
key figure in spreading the ‘word’ about SCD in
the London Branch.

Sandy Walker followed a strong family tradition
taking up the pipes at age 9. He learnt initially with
Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders back from
Dunkirk and billeted at the bottom of the garden in
Jedburgh. At 12 he joined the 1st Boys Brigade
Pipe Band, alongside his brother, and subsequently,
during National Service in the RASC, he formed a
band as Piper Major.
On a trip to London he met his future wife Anne
dancing at Fetter Lane. Settling in Reading, he was
Pipe Major of the Reading Pipe Band from 1968
for 30 years, and played for the Reading
StoAndrews dancers with whom he honed his
particular proficiency in sympathetic playing for
dancing.
In 1989 he started playing for the London
demonstration team, and very quickly played for
Branch events. He was the Branch piper at major
venues across London, including all the major
hotels, Porchester Hall, the Royal Albert Hall and
South East Branches’ celebrations in Watford and
Brighton. At the opposite end to such grand
settings he was equally integral to the spreading the
word of dancing in ‘dem and drag’ (demonstration
and participation) events such as Morley College
and the London School of English (overseas
students).
Sandy’s playing has been valued by many groups
travelling abroad, including London Branch trips to
France and Taiwan, on the South of England
Highland dancing competition circuit and for
classes and demonstrations at the RSCDS Summer
School. He has enjoyed passing on his skills
through working with and teaching other pipers,
including Neil Esslemont, often seen playing for
the London Branch and in competitions now. He
was even the official Glenfiddich piper for a while
(including honing his tasting skills!).
Moving to Gloucestershire in 1998, he is in much
demand in the Cheltenham Branch. The security of
Sandy’s playing and his skilful choice of tunes
continue to provide the perfect support for dancers,
whatever the setting.

‘Easy and Enjoyable’
Saturday 28 March 2009
St Columba’s Church Hall. Pont St. SW1 0BD
7.00-10.30pm
The Strathallan Band
St Andrew’s Fair ............................... . 5 for 82
Dashing White Sergeant ............................3/2
Lady Glasgow .................................... .MMM1
Jubilee Jig ........................................... Leaflet
The Sailor .................................................24/4
Seann Truibhas Willichan ....................... 27/9
Kendall’s Hornpipe ........................Graded/22
12 Coates Crescent ..................................40/5
The De’il Amang the Tailors ...................14/7
Pelorus Jack .............................................41/1
Round Reel of Eight ................................27/7
Braes of Breadalbane ...............................21/7
Antartica Bound ...................The Scotia Book
The Reel of the Royal Scots ............... Leaflet
The Lea Rig .............................................21/5
Mrs Stewart’s Jig ................................... . 35/1
Balmoral Strathspey ................................22/3
The Montgomeries’ Rant ..........................10/1
Admission £7.50 members, £8.50 non
members, Children £2.00,
members’ children admitted free

BRANCH COMMITTEE
The next meeting of the London Branch
Committee will take place on 5 February
2009. Suggestions for items to be discussed
should be sent to the Secretary at least two
weeks before the meeting.
The Committee at its last meeting co-opted
Michael Nolan as Publicity Convenor. Our
thanks to him for his team for their
endeavours in preparing the Dance Scottish
Week Supplement attached to this issue.

ADVANCE NOTICE
Branch Dances 2009
at St Columba’s Church Hall.
9 May …………. Musicians/George Meikle
13 June …………………………Frank Reid

ALEX GRAY, NEW CHAIRMAN OF THE SOCIETY
Alex is a Scot who learned Scottish Country
Dancing at an early age from his parents. They
used to put on their Beltona records for the early
RSCDS books and teach him dances such as The
Haymakers, Dashing White Sergeant and Duke of
Perth, which were danced at parties, weddings and
other family occasions. He was also exposed at
Village Hall events to these dances and Ceilidh
Dances in regular social events in Upper
Tweeddale in places such as Drumelzier. His love
of Scottish Country Dancing and its music
stemmed from this early stage in his life and
included being taught the rudiments more
formally at a boys-only primary school in
Edinburgh, where all had to dance on both sides of
the set under the eagle eye of the gym teacher who
had been introduced to SCD by Allie Anderson.
When they complained about dancing being a
girls’ thing, the senior gym teacher (a rugby
internationalist trained to dance by Jean Milligan
at Jordanhill) appeared and convinced them
otherwise. If he remembers correctly the method
used would not be deemed politically correct
today. Thus his early dancing was influenced by
both Jean Milligan and Allie Anderson indirectly.
His love of dancing remained despite a spell in
secondary school where sports dominated.
Unfortunately in the final school years a rugby
injury meant he gave up playing the game
allowing dancing once more to take his interest,
especially when his elder sister required a partner
to attend a mixed SCD class which was for

couples only. Then he joined a class run by the
SYHA and made dancing friends in Edinburgh,
attending Branch dances. He joined the Edinburgh
Branch at the age of 17 and he has been an
RSCDS member since in the Edinburgh,
Newcastle upon Tyne and South Wales Branches.
The RSCDS training started in the Edinburgh
Branch advanced technique class then in the
Potential Demonstration Team where he met the
newly elected Chairman Elect of the Society (Ruth
Beattie) when they were selected to dance in a
team from this class at the Edinburgh Competitive
Festival. In addition he danced with the New
Scotland dancers while he was at Edinburgh
University, appearing in shows such as The Kilt is
my Delight on BBC TV, An Edinburgh Fancy and
various other fringe shows in the Festival.
On moving to Newcastle he joined the Branch
demonstration class and shared the teaching with
Bill Zobel. It was there that he met his wife and
passed his RSCDS teaching certificates and
started to be invited to teach weekend and day
schools for other Branches. He was introduced to
Highland Dancing while at Newcastle and after
gaining all the medal grades he started dancing in
competitions winning a championship just before
he moved south with work to South Wales.
In South Wales he joined the local Branch and
taught classes at all levels from beginners to
advanced, children to adults, and received his
training as an RSCDS adjudicator. He started the
South Wales Festival which has been held
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annually for 25
years. He ran a
weekly Highland
class gaining his
Highland Dancing
t e a c h i n g
qualification. He
was invited in
1981 to teach at St
Andrews Summer
School since when he has been a regular teacher
there. He and his family have made friends all
over the world through Summer School, leading
to invitations to teach dancing at weekend schools
all over the world. The only continents he has not
danced in are the Arctic and Antarctic. From 1978
he represented the South Wales Branch on the
Executive Council and as the Branch delegate to
the AGM until he became Chairman Elect of the
Society two years ago. In this period he served on
all the committees. In recent years he was the first
Convenor of the E&T Committee and saw
through the revision of the examination system. In
the past year he has been actively involved in
addressing the financial problems of the Society.
In his term of office he wants to improve
communication within the Society and identify
how it meets the challenges of the changing
dancing world.
He also hopes to meet many members of the
RSCDS thereby renewing existing friendships and
making new ones.

CLASSES
Come to class, meet old friends, make new ones, improve your dancing and have fun!
Class

Day

BEGINNERS
POPULAR
TECHNIQUE
GENERAL
DEMONSTRATION

Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Tuesday

Time

Location

6.30 - 8.00
Marlborough School, Sloane Avenue, SW3 3AP
8.00 - 9.30
Marlborough School, Sloane Avenue, SW3 3AP
7.00 - 9.00
Marlborough School, Sloane Avenue, SW3 3AP
2.30 - 4.30
St. Columba’s Church Hall, Pont Street, SW1X 0BD
For details contact James Fairbairn, 01865 512308

Teacher / Musician

Moira Strutt / t.b.a.
Lindsey Rousseau / Ian Cutts
Maureen Campbell / Ken Martlew
Jeni Rutherford
Angela Young / Sandra Smith

The end of term party is on 10 December from 6.30 - 9.30. Spring term starts week commencing 5 January 2009. Half-term week
commencing 9 February. Term ends week commencing 16 March. Post-term party: Wednesday 25 March, 6.30 - 9.30. Wednesday
evening classes cost £65 for ten week term (£60 for Branch members). For members and non-members each half term costs £35.
The cost per session is £8. Newcomers are not charged the first class they attend.

HIGHLAND CLASSES
2008-2009
Teacher: David Hall
Thursdays – 11 December, 29 January,
19 February, 5 March, 19 March
7.15 - 9.15 p.m.
St Michael and All Angels Church (Upper Hall)
Corner of The Avenue and Bath Road, W4 ITT
(very close to Turnham Green Tube Station)
Further details from Margaret Shaw, tel: 020
7329 2847 or classes@rscdslondon.org.uk.

CHILDREN LOVE
DANCING IN THE
CHILTERNS
Early in October the Chiltern
Scottish Dance Club for Kids
had a second successful Family
Ceilidh where the children from
the classes, friends, parents and members of the
public – almost 100 people in all – enjoyed a
lively afternoon’s dancing to Ian Robertson’s
Band.
Encouraged by this success we are planning the
next Family Ceilidh for 28 March 2009.
Although these events are designed to be suitable
for youngsters, it is also great to have
experienced adult dancers along too. It proves to
everybody that dancing is fun!
The ceilidhs have enabled us to buy display
costumes – fabric for skirts and sashes for the
girls and tartan waistcoats for the boys. We are
still short of brooches for the girls’ sashes. Does
anyone reading this have a spare brooch they
would be willing to donate to a worthy cause…?
Some of the children have danced at several local
fêtes and at an old people’s home in the past
year. These experiences not only entertain the
audience, but help build the children’s
confidence.
We have started some additional classes this
term to cater for beginners whilst enabling those
who took medal tests in the spring to progress
further. It is great fun to teach children; they
seem to have boundless energy and enthusiasm.
If you have a chance to encourage children to
dance then please take the opportunity, because
everyone benefits.
We want the children to be able to take more
Medal Tests in 2009, and to minimise travelling
we hope to run some tests in Wendover, Bucks
on the morning of 28 March 2009. If any
children who live north or west of London are
interested in joining us please let us know.
If you want any further information about any
of the above or can help then please contact Ann
Robertson by emailing chilterntrad@aol.com or
by phone on 01296 630682. For reference, the
Chiltern Scottish Dance Club is in Aston Clinton
on the A41, 20 minutes from Junction 20 of the
M25 at Watford.
Joan Desborough & Ann Robertson

STEP DANCING
Step Classes continue in 2009 on Sundays,
29oMarch and 31 May. The sessions are from
10.30 to 12.30 and 13.45 to 15.45 at the Scout
Hut, Kings Langley, WD4 9HT. It is a about a
mile from Kings Langley station just a short train
ride from Euston, or by car it is close to junction
20 on the M25 near Watford. The class is taken
by Joan Desborough who invites everyone to
come and have a go: her daughter Wendy
provides live fiddle music. Further details from
Joan, tel 01442 826629 or email ladiesstep@rscdslondon.org.uk.

FOCUS ON YOUTH
Children’s Classes
The Branch Children’s class continues on
Saturdays 13 December, 17 January,
7 February, 14 March, and 4 April.
10.30-11.30am
St Columba’s Church Hall, Pont Street

Family Day
Saturday 28 March 2009
St Columba’s Church Hall, Pont Street
11.30 - 12.45 Children’s Class
All children are welcome to join the
Branch children’s class (admission £2).
At the same time there will be a chance
for the adults who accompany their
children to learn a few dances and steps to
help them join in at the Family Dance that
afternoon.
13.00 Lunch will be provided for all
dancers (cost £1)
14.00 - 16.30 Dance to the music of
Strathallan
Admission £2.50
Special price for the whole day £5.
A list of dances will be published in the
next issue of The Reel.
For more details please contact
Andrew Kellett
youthcoordinator@rscdslondon.org.uk

Chiltern Children’s
Scottish Dance Club
The children’s classes at Aston Clinton
have restarted (see left). There are classes
with both Country and introductory
Highland Dancing on Tuesday evening
for ‘Improvers’ and Wednesday evening
for ‘Wee ones’ and ‘Beginners’ with
teachers Joan Desborough and Ann
Robertson. Details from Ann on 01296
630682.
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SUNDAY ADVANCED
TECHNIQUE CLASSES
Band Hall, Coram’s Fields, 93 Guilford Street
WC1N 1DN
11 January, 22 February, and 22 March.
11.00am-1.00pm
Nearest underground station: Russell Square
Free on-street parking available
Cost £6.00
Local establishments available for lunch
See website for details of teachers and musicians
Further details 020 8748 6711
email: classes@rscdslondon.org.uk

WE CAN HELP YOU
AFFORD IT!
The RSCDS and the London Branch offer
scholarships mostly to young people (up to 25
years) to attend RSCDS Residential Schools as a
dancer or as a prospective teacher or as a
musician. In addition any member can apply for
a scholarship to attend Summer School with a
view to taking the RSCDS Teaching Certificate.
London Branch also has funds available to give
support to any event promoting Scottish Country
Dancing among young people.
Don’t be shy about asking for assistance. We
are a charity and we are here to help you improve
your skills and enjoyment of Scottish Country
Dancing, and to support you in passing on your
enthusiasm and knowledge to the next
generation. If you think you might benefit from a
scholarship pick up the phone or drop an email to
any member of the Branch committee, or you
could start with our Secretary:
stewart.murray@btinternet.com
or youthcoordinator@rscdslondon.org.uk.
There are events happening all year round such
as Spring Fling, Winter and Summer Schools.
Think about it.

We want to help

MEMBERSHIP
Membership of the RSCDS and London
Branch costs £19.00 per annum for UK based
members (£19.50 for Europe; £21.50
elsewhere). There is a discount of £3 for
members under the age of 25. Current
members of other Branches can join London
Branch for £4.00 per annum if they live in the
UK (£4.50 in Europe and £6.50 elsewhere).
London Branch membership brings benefits
including The Reel, while Society
membership includes the bi-annual dance
publication, Scottish Country Dancer.
Membership applications and enquiries
should be sent to the Membership Secretary,
Gaynor Curtis, 60 Bishops Wood, St. Johns,
Woking, Surrey GU21 3QB,. tel: 01483
721989.

YOUTH WORKSHOP

Stephen Webb

DEM TEAM ACTIVITIES
Summer and Autumn 2008

On Saturday 20 September, the RSCDS London
Branch Youth Group held an afternoon
workshop at Cecil Sharp House in Camden for
dancers aged between 16 and 35. Although
similar events had been held in Aberdeen, Perth
and Bournemouth, this was the first time the
London Branch had hosted a workshop
specifically aimed at experienced younger
dancers.
Around 20 dancers attended the workshop,
including some who had travelled a considerable
distance to get there – Oxford, Lincoln,
Edinburgh, Colchester and of course London
were all represented. However, any prize for the
furthest distance travelled would certainly have
had to be awarded to Mahalia Brozda, who had
flown over from Munich, Germany, on Saturday
morning.
The workshop was taught by Angela Young,
with David Hall providing live music on the
piano. Although we did some step and formation
practice, much of the afternoon was spent
working towards the display which we were to
put on at the London Branch dance in the
evening.
The display itself, a medley of seven different
dances, was a slightly intimidating prospect for
some of us. However, it went very smoothly,
especially considering the fact that it had
essentially been choreographed in one afternoon,
and that prior to the workshop Angela had had no
way of knowing exactly how many people would
be there to take part! The Branch dance was also
great fun, and by the end of the evening I think
most of us went away with rather sore feet, but
having had a fantastic time.
On behalf of everyone who attended the
workshop, I would like to say a huge thank you
to all those involved in its organisation – and
especially to Angela and David – for making it
such a success. It was brilliant to have the
opportunity to meet and dance with other
younger people, and hopefully there will be
many more similar events in London in the
future!
Esther Wilkinson
See photo on page 11

BRANCH BOOKSTALL
At your service
Books and CDs for Scottish Dancers
Mail order from Ian Anderson,
104 Whitedown Lane, Alton,
Hants GU34 1QR
Tel: 01420 84599
email: bookstall@rscdslondon.org.uk.
10% reduction on RSCDS publications
and recordings bought by members.
Please state your Branch when ordering.
N.B.: The Bookstall Stocklist is
available on the Branch Website.

Our Demonstration team provides a major part
of the Branch publicity in meeting our charitable
objectives and we are grateful to its members for
the time freely given in extending our publicity.
Since June we have fulfilled engagements,
doing displays and, where required, inviting and
organising audience participation at the Branch
Garden Dance at Harrow, The Leeds Festival,
open air dancing at Kensington Gardens, Dance
Scottish Week functions, Day School Ceilidh,
Polesden Lacey Apple Day, Dance around the
World at Cecil Sharp House, Take the Floor,
BBC Scotland recording of outside broadcast at
Cecil Sharp House, 40th Birthday party
celebration in Edenbridge for a leading London
Hotelier, and College of Northwest London.
We have a charity gig lined up for a show biz
personality on 10 December and will be dancing
at the Branch Christmas dance on 13 December.
January has us out one lunchtime at a special
needs school in Bow as well as our usual clutch
of Burns suppers and a major corporate event
involving, we are told, up to 500 guests in the
Natural History Museum. The website continues
to be our major source of referrals and has led to
a number of new ‘clients’.
DSW has been well reported elsewhere. The
experiment of extending the open air dances in
Kensington Gardens to a month was successful
with good audiences – perhaps 200 at the peak
and many more overall in the course of each
afternoon – and a good level of participation
with as many as 70 people dancing at any one
time on each of the three days that we danced in
sunshine. Peter Jenkins and Rod Dorothy
provided their usual driving sound to dance to
dance to and Roger Huth or Neil Esslemont
played their pipes both to attract passers-by and
for our brief displays.
These events allow us to publicise classes and
dances for the new season and we were able to
offload many flyers as well as advertising our
website address on our new banner, easily
legible when attached to the railings of the
bandstand. Many people helped to make these
days work well and, besides the musicians, I am
grateful to Simon Wales and Dave Hall for
MCing and to Lena Robinson, Michael Nolan,
Rachel Wilton and others for help with setting
up and taking down and the provision and
distribution of publicity materials. I would also
like to acknowledge publicly the role of the
Royal Parks’ administration in allowing us to
dance, for providing transport for the heavy
equipment between Queensgate and the
bandstand, publicising the events on their own
website and notice boards and for their general
assistance and courtesy both in the office and in
the park.
We were pleased to be asked at relatively short
notice to put on a display at Polesden Lacey,
where until 2006 we had held our summer open
air dances. Apple Day is a sort of autumn
festival with the Apple and its derivatives (e.g.
cider) as its focus. We were surprised to find
the car park full on arrival and our two display
slots attracted a large circle of interested
spectators. Our Chairman, Jeff Robertson,
initiated this event and was kind enough to do
the introductions so that a certain senior (in age,
that is) member of the dem team was spared
having to try to talk after completing a four-step
Highland fling on very soggy grass…
Sandra Smith for many years the pianist for
our Tuesday night classes has stood down,
though happily still plays for us occasionally.
Sandra is totally reliable both as a person and as
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a pianist and we were fortunate to enjoy her
lively and accurate playing for all those years.
At dem class she sat behind a piano in a corner
and was not actually seen by most of us on the
floor while the jigs, strathspeys and reels, at
required tempos and in whatever measures,
arose apparently automatically from the piano.
We were apt to forget that she was there. Such is
the mark of a true professional and I am happy,
on behalf of generations of dem class members,
to be able to acknowledge here the debt we owe
her.
As a result, we have set up a rota among other
musicians which has given us the opportunity to
dance to the accordion and the bagpipes, as well
as the piano. Practising to the pipes is useful, as
you will all know that picking up the rhythm and
dancing in time to the pipes is more difficult
owing to the non-percussive nature of that
instrument; not to mention timing the bow and
curtsey as you count in the four-bar introduction
in lieu of a chord.
All our classes and events are supported by a
variety of musicians whose skills and
willingness to put them at our disposal I
appreciate enormously. Sorry, CDs just don’t do
it. In addition to those mentioned above, I would
like to thank Calum Mitchell, who lives in
Strathkinness near St. Andrews but is regularly
in London for work and has played his
accordion for two of our Tuesday classes and
will do more next year; Ian Robertson, who has
played his accordion for us so far but may be
persuaded to pick up his bow at some future
classes; Dave Hall also on box and Angela
Young at the piano.
Angela Young continues to lead in the
teaching of both individual technique and
ensemble performance. Her concept of a
Reduced Book 35 for the Branch ceilidh seemed
to us to be particularly inspired.
Petra Dolata-Kreutzkamp, who has recently
moved from Germany, has joined the ladies, so
that we now have 13 women and 10 men on the
books, so to speak, though Andrew Nolan is
mainly in Edinburgh learning to be a doctor and
Henry Nolan (not Andrew’s uncle) has torn a
calf muscle, which means he will be out for an
indefinite period. We wish him a full recovery.
Our gigs take place far and wide across London
and adjoining counties and team members spend
their time and incur sometimes no little expense
in getting to and from venues in order to
perform.
James Fairbairn

A COUNTRY DANCE IN
KENSINGTON
GARDENS
Amid blue skies and warm sunshine over two
hundred people took part in three of the most
enjoyable and fun Summer events at Kensington
Gardens. Families, tourists, young and not so
young got to their feet to dance reels and jigs to
the music of Kafoozalum Scottish Dance Band at
the Garden’s bandstand on Saturdays in August
and September. Scottish Country Dancing in the
open air has been a Summer feature for many
years organized and provided by the London
Branch. Some danced and others simply enjoyed
the fun watching, and all were treated to a
display by the London Branch Demonstration
Team. See photographs in centre pages.
Michael Nolan

Stepping Out Together with the Music at the
London Day School
I wonder if Lady Margaret Beaufort, mother of
Henry VII, founder of St John’s and Christ’s
Colleges, Cambridge, and a benefactress of
education would have recognised the activities
underway on Saturday 18 October at the school
named for her on Parson’s Green in the London
Borough of Hammersmith and Fulham. A
variety of aspiring dancers, from those of only a
few hours experience to those with several
decades of apprenticeship in the fine art of
Scottish Country Dancing, congregated for
classes early that Saturday morning. Travelling
from the South Coast, the West Country and
many districts of the metropolis, few had come
from as far afield as the dance teachers: Eric
Finley of Ayrshire, Scotland, Mary Murray of
Vancouver, Canada, and Rachel Wilton of
nearer Greenwich. The musicians: pianist
Jennifer Wilson, accordionist and band leader
Ian Muir, and Barbara Manning, fiddler and
pianist, kept us on our toes throughout the day,
while Muriel Johnstone led the assorted
musician’s class to play a lovely waltz at the
evening ceilidh.
Mary Murray started the day by asking “Are
you Up to the Challenge?” as we followed her
hints on how to win at Argyll’s Bowling Green,
attempted to match her precise steps and poise
for elegant Bonnie Ina Campbell, and appreciate
Georgina Finlay’s Bonavista. Meanwhile Eric’s
class were keeping up with his aerobic warm up
routine, and “dancing to the music” in different
styles and tempi, while Rachel gently
encouraged her newcomers and improvers to
gain confidence in quick-time poussettes. All of
us met up for baked potato sustenance at
lunchtime, and to exchange news of far flung
dancing friends, update on aches and pains, and
wonder whether we could stand the pace and
make it through the afternoon. A glass or two of
wine later, and we set off to be topped and toed
by Eric through Moment of Truth, and most of
us managed to cross Teviot Bridge successfully.

Mary reminded her class that It’s Just for Fun,
and it was! Some of us then went on to step
dance Scotch on the Rocks with Joan
Desborough, or taste a bit of Foss with Maureen
Campbell, or took the weight off the feet and
reflected on Muriel’s comments about how
music helps or hinders the dancing.
Home-made cakes at tea-time, more social
gossip, then off to the ceilidh with dancers from
pre-school to way past school age. When not
whizzing around the floor to Ian and Judith
Muir’s music, we were treated to the Reduced
Medley of all the dances in Book 35 performed
by the London Dem team in 64 bars, brilliantly
accompanied on the piano by choreographer
Angela Young. Eric’s song about the tragic Wee
Kirkcudbright Centipede getting in a fankle
touched us all, and Joan’s step dance of Over the
Water to Charlie was neat and graceful. A
Circassian Circle was enthusiastically
performed by all, marking World Ceildh Day,
with donations collected for Water Aid, a charity
providing water, sanitation and hygiene
education to some of the world’s poorest people.
And then the last dance of the day, the
organisers thanked for their admirable
achievements, and the floor still crowded with
Montgomeries’ ranting. See you all next year!
Fiona Grant

SUMMER AT
ST. ANDREWS
This year the Bennett family went to week two
of the RSCDS Summer School in St. Andrews.
The decision to let the train take the strain
backfired on the passengers due to power line
problems. Fighting to get on trains by an
alternative route raised the blood pressure but we
eventually arrived at Leuchars five hours late.
Fortunately, because we had phoned through to
say we were delayed, they had kept us some

food, for which we were extremely glad.
Unfortunately we missed the reception so spent a
lot of Monday discovering who was there that
week and re-acquainting ourselves with
University Hall as there have been changes. The
Chequered Court is no longer chequered!
There was a new format with the classes this
year, which involved having the same teacher
and musician for both morning classes MonWed and then a change of teacher and musician
Thurs-Sat. It seemed to work well but because I
was doing Ladies Step second class of the
morning I wasn’t getting the continuity. Some
teachers were changing the class times slightly
which meant some days I only had a 15 minutes
break instead of 45 minutes between classes. In
the afternoons there were the optional extras
such as walk-throughs for the evening dances.
Instead, on Tues-Thurs afternoons I had Ladies
Step dem practice. For the many with boundless
energy there were evening social dances either in
Younger Hall or within University Hall. For me
the highlights of the week were the Thursday
evening dance in Younger Hall to Marian
Anderson and her band with three superb
demonstrations in which the London, Croydon
and Oxford Branches were represented; and the
excellent Ceilidh on Friday night which had us
laughing uncontrollably at times: the items
Cinderella part 2, the dancing fiddler and the St.
Andrews News to name a few. Before I knew it
we had done the last dance and sung Auld Lang
Syne but it wasn’t quite over, for as those of you
who have been before will know, there’s a final
party in the Party Room to use up food/drink you
don’t want to take home. On Sunday morning it
was time to leave with a few tears because the
week has gone too quickly. Meeting new friends
and catching up with old friends is all part of the
fun as well as the parties after each of the
evening dances. Another thoroughly enjoyable
week was had by all from beginners right
through to fully certificated and of course not
forgetting the seniors! There are classes to cater
for everyone and I’ll be going again next year,
even though I’ve been six times already, because
it’s never the same from one year to the next.
Catriona Bennett

SOUTH EAST REGION TEACHERS’ ASSOCIATION
On Sunday, 28 September, we gathered in the village hall at Finchampstead
for the fifth South East Region Teachers’ Association (SERTA) Workshop.
Over 24 teachers of Scottish Dancing (not necessarily RSCDS qualified) had
travelled (some over two hours) to brush up on teaching techniques, meet
other teachers and swap ideas.
The Workshop run by Ann Dix was “You and Your class – Are you UserFriendly?” As a good example she had prepared and then taught an excellent
lesson. Ann started by reminding us that there are three parts to every lesson:
Planning, Teaching and Analysis!
After discussing the main factors in Planning (e.g. level of experience of
class, duration of class, music and approximate size and age of class), we
moved on to the Warm-Up. We were encouraged not only to think about this
but also to experience it, and Ann demonstrated some of her favourite
warming-up techniques. Ann Whillis recommended Sheena’s Saunter as an
excellent warm-up dance and after trying it out ourselves we all agreed (some
have even tried it in their classes since). Ann Dix stressed throughout the day
that this was a workshop and we could all learn from each other and use each
other’s ideas.
The use of formation exercises versus the benefits of learning formations in
sets was next on the agenda. Ann taught a circle exercise for teaching set to
corners & partner (hello/goodbye) thought up by Debbie McLaughlin, which
worked well but we next discussed teaching other formations in a circle such
as turning corners & partner and reels (including Schiehallion reels) which had
had various degrees of success in fellow-teachers’ classes. The benefit of
dancing the 1st couple movements with everyone was also explored (as in
bars 1 - 16 of Gothenburg’s Welcome) and discussed.
After this practical session, Ann asked us to write down the Attributes of a
Good Teacher, dividing our thoughts into the three sections, Planning,
Teaching and Analysis. Ann herself had found 51 attributes, the last being:

Page 6

Remember Dancing is For Fun. We enjoyed discussing these points
whilst eating our picnic lunches in the sunshine outside.
Our afternoon task was to consider 18 dances which Ann produced in
crib form and decide on the awkward parts of the dances which needed to
be explained and taught separately. Several “volunteers” were asked to
teach one of these dances, highlighting the tricky bits. Ann recommended
that a good teacher should mentally dance through any dance they were
going to teach from each position so they could be completely sure of it.
Of course, we finished the day with a Cool Down!
In summary, Ann recommended that teachers should:
 Prepare thoroughly
 Consider the class as a whole, (you as the teacher,
your musician and the class)
 Be adaptable and flexible
 Be user-friendly
 Continue to widen one’s own experience
 Be open to other’s ideas
 Remember that Dancing is for FUN!
This is only a very brief summary of the many excellent ideas and
recommendations that Ann gave us. She has agreed to allow her full
notes for the day to be circulated. If you are not already registered to
receive emails from SERTA you can do so by emailing Mike Johnson at
mikejohnson@waitrose.com.
Everyone came away with something new to think about but also
reminded of many teaching points to ensure we are all “User Friendly”.
Many thanks to Ann Dix, to Barbara Manning who played for us, and
to the Berks/Hants/Surrey Borders Branch for hosting the day and
especially for the tasty afternoon cakes!
Jane Rose

BRANCHES AND SOCIETIES
RSCDS DANCING
PROFICIENCY TESTS
LEVELS 1-3 (ADULTS)
Two Sunday classes, Tests in Feb/Mar 2009.
Why not have a go?

RSCDS TEACHERS EXAM
UNITS 2, 3 and 5
Sunday classes from Nov 2009,
with exam in June 2010.
Hemel Hempstead, Herts,
½ hour Euston, by M1, near Luton Airport
Anyone interested in either:
contact Ken Martlew 01442 261 525,
kenmartlew@aol,com

SURBITON AND
DISTRICT
CALEDONIAN
SOCIETY
60th ANNIVERSARY
DANCE
The dance was a sell-out well in advance of the
event with a waiting list. Nonetheless a couple of
people even phoned in the afternoon of the dance
and asked to be squeezed in! Of the 120 people
about 20 were retired dancers and former
members, including Olive Hume who had
recently celebrated her 90th birthday. Molly
Boyle (aged about 86) announced that she was
going to retire after the dance.
Tolworth Girls School was a wonderful venue
as it had an exceptionally large reception area
and we were able to display photos on a very
large screen as a Power Point Presentation. There
was also room to show albums and other photo
presentations as well as having a welcome drinks
table. Dancing was in a large hall to the excellent
music of Dave Hall supported by his parents, his
father on another accordion and his mother on a
grand piano.
During the buffet supper interval in the gym
there was a speech from Margaret Murrant (the
Chairman), a presentation to Olive Hume and a
group photo of past and present chairmen.
We were delighted to have dancers from many
clubs in the area and from as far afield as
Guildford, Oxford and Guernsey to join us for
this memorable event.
David Horwill

SUBSCRIBE TO THE REEL
If you are not a member of the London Branch
order your copy of The Reel from
Rita Marlow, 17 West Farm Close,
Ashtead, Surrey KT21 2LH,
tel: 01372 812821,
e-mail: rusmar@ntlworld.com
The annual cost for individual subscribers is
£4.50 if resident in the UK, £5.00 for other
European residents and £7.00 if resident
elsewhere. There are special rates for bulk
orders. Remittances in sterling please, payable
to RSCDS (London Branch).

Where are the Fiddling and Dance
spectacles happening? Check out page 14

TEACHER’S CERTIFICATE
I am prepared to run a course in 2009 for units,
2, 3, 5 of the Teacher’s Certificate. This would
be held on Sundays in the Bournemouth
area. Contact me, Marilyn Watson,
on 01425 280712 or marilynscd@tiscali.co.uk
if you are interested.

RSCDS OXFORDSHIRE
BRANCH
The Oxfordshire Branch, which celebrates its
40th anniversary in 2008, has a healthy membership with an attendance for the Thursday
evening classes of 50-60. We are also joined in
the summer by dancers from other local groups
when their own groups close, as we ourselves go
on throughout the year, the class format giving
way to social dancing, taken by volunteers from
the membership, during June, July and August.
We are fortunate in a strong team of qualified
teachers, and our Thursday class runs seamlessly
from an opening basic session onto a general
session and a final advanced session. Most
dancers attend for two of the three parts, basic
and general or general and advanced, although a
few addicts stay for all three. With an upper and
lower hall at our disposal in our Summertown
venue we are able to divide the class in the last
hour to give advanced tuition to the more
experienced, while running a transition class
designed to bridge the gap and bring the less
experienced up to a standard where they can join
the advanced dancers. However, numbers do
mean that the hall can become crowded and so
we occasionally use the hall at The Marlborough
School in Woodstock, so that we can practise
dances which require more space.
We run five major events during the year: an
Annual Ball in October, a Christmas Dance
(limited to our own members and friends), a
Burns’ Night Supper and Dance, a Day School
in February and an Open Air Dance in August.
The venue for both the Ball and the Day School
is Headington School. They have a beautiful hall
with a sprung floor and excellent catering
facilities. The Day School provides classes at
three levels of ability with a dance in the
evening. For both these events we enjoy the
music of the Craigellachie Band led by Ian
Muir.
Craigellachie also play for our Christmas
Dance and normally for Burns’ Night as well.
This last event is held in Benson Village Hall, a
smaller venue ideal for the limited numbers
which our lady volunteers feel able to cope with
in providing the traditional haggis, tatties and
neaps for up to 80 diners. Of course we always
honour the poet in proper fashion, including the
singing of two or three Burns’ poems by one of
our number.
The Open Air Dance, to recorded music, is
held on the lawn of Wolfson College, a beautiful
setting, with the river flowing by and punts
gliding past – provided that the weather is kind,
as it usually is. We do have the option of dancing
in the College dining hall, satisfactory but not
what one expects of an open air event. Fortunately we have only been driven to that twice
over the years.
In all, the Oxfordshire Branch is thriving,
vibrant and active, welcoming to newcomers and
visitors, and keen to meet any from elsewhere
who would like to join us at our major events.
Gordon Lloyd
Chairman, Oxfordshire Branch
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BERKS/HANTS/SURREY
BORDER BRANCH
The BHS Border Branch of the RSCDS covers a
wide and densely populated area encompassing
parts of Berkshire, Hampshire and Surrey.
Geographically, the Branch is centred on
Camberley in north west Surrey, where the
borders of the three counties meet.
There has been organised Scottish Country
dancing in the three counties area since the mid
1950s. The Farnham SCD Club was established
in 1954 and by the time the Branch was
registered in 1977, there were fourteen clubs and
several classes in the area. This has now risen to
twenty six clubs, ranging from Cranleigh in the
east to Andover and Newbury in the west and as
far south as Eastleigh in Hampshire.
At the outset, the Branch was set up to
complement the existing clubs. It was intended to
be a focal point and to offer facilities to dancers
not readily available through the clubs, such as
graded classes, teacher training, instruction and
day schools. This philosophy continues to the
present day. The current Branch Chairman is
Mervyn Short, who took over the role from May
Sloan in May this year.
The Branch runs regular intermediate/general
and advanced classes for those who want to
improve or perfect their technique or to prepare
themselves for teacher candidate exams. The
Branch and the Border area clubs are keen to
spread the word about Scottish country dancing.
The St John’s SCD Club in Wokingham has been
running children’s classes since 1981 and the
Branch plans to publicise and hold beginners
classes in 2009. Such classes help to get
newcomers hooked!
The Branch Dance and Musician’s Day School,
held each March at Courtmoor School in Fleet,
Hampshire, followed by the evening social dance
with a guest band, is very well attended. It’s
wonderful to see hundreds of dancers having
danced all day, finding renewed energy to dance
all night to live music. Preparations for the 2009
day school are under way, with dance tuition by
Maureen Haynes, Ruby and John Wilkinson,
while the Musicians’ Workshop will be lead by
Nicol McLaren.
The Branch’s Autumn Social Dance took place
recently at the Carnation Hall at Winkfield Row,
situated between Ascot and Bracknell in
Berkshire. Judging by the packed hall and
feedback from dancers, the event proved to be
popular, with dancers from all parts of the Border
area enjoying the friendly social atmosphere, as
well as the good floor and air conditioning! The
Branch Christmas Social Dance will be held at
the Finchampstead Memorial Hall on 27
December. This date seems the ideal recipe for
working off the Christmas excesses!
The Branch and the Border area clubs together
offer a wide programme of classes, dances and
day schools. Coupled with club nights, keen
dancers in the Border area can enjoy their
dancing almost non-stop if they wish!
Information on the Border Branch, classes,
events and links to affiliated clubs, can be found
at www.rscds-bhs.org.uk.
Roger Finch

KILT FOR SALE
Highland Kilt, waist 36", length 27"
Made by Thomas Gordon.
Excellent condition. Tartan unknown
Sporran in plain brown leather, Skean Dubh.
Price New – £350.
Offers accepted.
Contact Sheila Wilkins on 01603 867500

SCOTTISH DANCING
Pre-History Part 3

(Continued from Reel 265)

Possibly the reason for the popularity of dancing
at that time is best expressed in the words of
William Pryse. ‘Dancing is for the most part
attended with many amorous smiles, wanton
compliments, unchaste kisses, scurrilous songs &
sonnets, effeminate music, lust provoking attire,
ridiculous love pranks, all of which savour only
of sensuality, of raging fleshly lusts. Therefore it
is to be wholly abandoned of all good Christians.
Dancing serves no necessary use, no profitable,
laudable or pious end at all. It issues only from
inbred pravity, vanity, wantonness, incontinency,
pride, profaneness or madness of men’s depraved
natures. Therefore it must needs be unlawful unto
Christians. The way to heaven is too steep, too
narrow for men to dance and keep revel rout. No
way is too large or smooth enough for capering
roysters, for jumping, skipping, dancing dames,
but that broad, beaten pleasant road that leads to
hell, The gate of Heaven is too narrow for whole
rounds, whole troops of dancers to march in
together.’
Country dancing evolved when instead of
facing the top, the couples turned to face their
partners. Many early country dances commenced
with all facing the top. Dancing in progressive
longwise sets originated in Italy during the late
16th. Century. The earliest known description of
such a dance is “La Chiaranzana”.
1585
The earliest reference that so far has
been traced to “The Strathspey Minuet”.
1588
Jehan Tabouret (a sixty nine year old
monk of Langres in France) published a book of
dances under the pseudonym ‘Thanet Arbeau’ (an
anagram of his name). His book ‘Orchesographie’
rapidly became the standard source of instruction
throughout European Courts. It includes a
description of ‘Buffens’ (in which four dancers
carry swords and strike them together) comprising several complex figures, terminating with a
‘hey’ (or ‘reel of four’). ‘Orchesographie’ also
includes descriptions of: numerous Branles
including ‘The Washerwoman’s Branle’ (which
includes gestures similar to those in the Scottish
‘Irish Jig’); ‘The Hay Branle’ (comprising
continuous reeling) and two “Scottish Branles”.
For the two Scottish Branles the principal step,
described as a ‘double’, can be clearly identified
as a progenitor of the modern strathspey travelling step. This is possibly the earliest description
of a step which is still in use.
1591
Country dances were performed at
weddings and similar functions throughout
England, but few descriptions remain of these
early dances. Queen Elizabeth I (of England) was
visiting Lord and Lady Montague at Cowdray
House, Midhurst in Sussex, when she first
witnessed ‘country dances’ being performed by
her hosts, their tenants and servants. As a direct
result she introduced country dances to her Court;
and there are many contemporary references to
indicate that she enjoyed watching them being
performed.
1599
It was reliably reported that: ‘Two
hundred witches landed at North Berwick and
tooke hands and daunced this reill’.
1626
Marechal de Bassompierre invented the
term ‘contredanse’ to describe country dancing at
the English Court in his written reports to France.
He used ‘contredanse’ as an easy transliteration
of the well established term ‘country dance’. Its
subsequent use eventually led to its adoption by
the Academie Francais in 1718. The use of the
term in France led directly to its adoption by
German speaking nations, who still use
‘Kontratanze’ to refer to longwise sets. Dance
terminology is usually expressed in French, as a
result it is a widely held but erroneous belief that
the term ‘country dance’ is an English corruption

by John Mitchell

of the French word ‘contredanse’. In England the
expression ‘country dance’ was in use for more
than 35 years prior to the first recorded use of the
word ‘contredanse’. ‘Contra-dance’ is a later
corruption of the expression, arising as a possible
translation of the later French term. Miss Jean C.
Milligan was inaccurate when she wrote, ‘In this
connection it must be understood that ‘country’ is
really a corruption of ‘contra’, the dances being
of a type where the dancers stand in long lines,
partner opposite partner.
1649
The Church still regarded mixed dancing
as an ‘Evil Practice’. The General Assembly of
the Church of Scotland banned ‘promiscuous
dancing’ and as a result all forms of dancing
virtually disappeared from the Scottish social
scene (no doubt the old Scottish reels continued
to be performed in private).
1680
The Duke and Duchess of York revived
Court dancing at Holyrood and country dancing
was reintroduced to Scotland.
1685
The Duke of Monmouth taught English
country dancing to Dutch ladies in the Hague.
This led to a number of country dances being
performed in the Netherlands, a tradition which
has continued to the present day.
1701
The General Assembly of the Church of
Scotland once again banned ‘promiscuous
dancing’. Dancing was no longer performed in
public, but undoubtedly continued behind closed
doors.
1723
The Edinburgh Assembly was formed as
a private members’ association, to raise money
for the poor, through musical evenings. Mixed
dancing gradually emerged from the Assembly,
slowly becoming established throughout Scotland.
The evidence indicates that until recently most
forms of dancing originated in the upper echelons
of society, frequently at Court. The Court style
spread through the nobility and gentry, gradually
permeating down through different levels of
society. When a style has found common favour
it is replaced at Court with something new but the
old style continued to be performed by the lower
echelons and eventually comes down as ancient
‘folk dancing’. Far from originating as folk
dancing, country dances were formal court dances
preserved for posterity by artisans. The world of
palaces and Kings was rather small, as the
nobility travelled round visiting different courts
they absorbed the varying national cultures. Intermarriage between reigning families led to spouses
and their retainers spreading different varieties of
art, music and dance throughout what was then
regarded as the civilised world, and their
absorption in a new environment. There is every
reason to suppose that the cultural life in all
Courts throughout Western Europe was very
similar and that as changes occurred they spread
via the courtiers’ households throughout the
countries in which they lived. The various
marriages of the Scottish Kings (e.g. Malcolm
Canmore to the English princess Margaret, in
1070, and King David I to a Norman princess)
would have resulted in such cross fertilisation.
The princesses and their retainers would have
brought a number of dances with them and
introduced them to the Scottish Court. Mary
Queen of Scots brought dances from the French
Court to Holyrood, as did Mary of Guise when
she married James V.
Following the accession of King James VI of
Scotland to the throne of England, in 1603, the
Scottish court moved to London and the courtiers
were introduced to the English country dances
(old and new) being performed at the Court of St.
James. They would undoubtedly have learnt some
of these dances and taken them back to Scotland.
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BANDS

OBITUARIES
Ron Mackey

THE HIGHLANDERS
Scottish Ceilidh and Reeling band consisting of
professional musicians; includes PA sound
system with monitors, etc. Musical line-ups:
From 3-piece to 8-piece, with MC/Caller
available whenever required. Recommended for
Reeling, Balls and Ceilidh Events such as
weddings, private and corporate parties, etc.
Excellent client references. Please contact
Bandleader:
Donald
Ross,
020 8203 0626 or 020 8203 5076, e-mail:
i n f o @ L a w s o n R o s s . c o . u k .
www.thehighlanders.co.uk.

KAFOOZALUM COUNTRY DANCE
BAND
Music for Scottish Country Dancing anywhere,
anytime. For further details and availability, please
telephone Peter Jenkins on 020 8581 0359, email: peter@kafoozalum.co.uk or our Ceilidh
website at www.kafoozalum.co.uk.

THE INVERCAULD SCOTTISH
DANCE BAND
Scottish Dance Band (3 or 4 piece) for Dances,
Ceilidhs, Reels, Weddings & Parties. Contact
Lilian Linden, 01252 629178, Mob: 07879
633766, lilian.linden@virgin.net. CDs £12 each
(+ £1.00 UK p&p) www.invercauldband.com.

THE FRANK REID SCOTTISH
DANCE BAND
Broadcasting band for Scottish Country Dances,
Reeling, Ceilidhs and Weddings. Any size of
band from one to seven with PA to match from
100 to 2000 watts. Particularly interested in any
ideas for expansion of ceilidh market. The
Granary, Park Lane, Finchampstead,
W o k i n g h a m ,
R G 4 0
4 Q L ,
reel@frankreid.com. Tel/Fax: 0118 932 8983.

CALEDONIAN REELERS
Well established 3-piece SCD band, consisting of
accordionist, fiddler and drummer. Caller/piper
can also be supplied. Available for RSCDS
dances, ceilidhs, weddings, reeling. Anywhere,
anytime for your function. Please contact Derek
Chappell 01206 764232 / Mary Felgate 07866
757401 for further information, or email
Derekdexie@aol.com.

KEN MARTLEW
Solo pianist / RSCDS teacher / MC
or Duo with BARBARA MANNING
(violin/piano)
A highly-experienced, versatile combination for
your Day School / Dance.
European languages, will travel anywhere.
Enquiries: 01442 261525 kenmartlew@aol.com.
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Ron Mackey has been my friend for over fifty
years: thus I was delighted to be invited to
contribute towards the finishing touches to his
life.
Ron enjoyed teaching Scottish Country
Dancing in the Eltham and West Wickham
area. His enthusiasm for dancing came through
in his teaching, and he was a great source of
knowledge about how things should be done –
using the internet widely, and joining in the online debates about all Scottish dance matters.
He was well known north of the border and
around the world because of his attendance at
St Andrews Summer School.
He and his wife, Lavinia, would not miss the
Cairngorm Hogmanay celebrations, where he
and his camera amassed wonderful photographs over the last 25 years.
He was always close to his two delightful
sons, but few, I suspect, know he was also a
first-class sailor and coached his boys into
racing dinghies. Thus every summer was spent
on the south coast or the Isle of Wight.
His life was multi-faceted and essentially
compartmentalised. On retirement, he immediately took to golf and joined the St. Mary Cray
G.C., soon becoming playing captain of the
club “Vets.”
Another of Ron’s passions was that of
keeping physically fit. He was a fully paid up
member of his local fitness club, and attended
it almost every day. A session on the weights
would be followed by a swim, a period in the
steam room and a soak in the Jacuzzi. Perhaps
the prolonged trip to “The Crown” afterwards
undid some of the good work!
A quote from one of Ron’s friends sums up
many memories – “I will always remember
Ron as the perfect gentleman, a real pleasure to
be with, and a solid supporter of the dance”.
John Linscott & friends

S
Dance

S

Contact: Mike McGuinness Tel: 020 8398 6799
or Tel/Fax: 020 8546 0075 (business hours)

Soloist: PETER JENKINS
Solo accordion for workshops, classes, day schools
and ‘smaller functions’. Tel: 020 8581 0359,
e-mail peter@kafoozalum.co.uk.

Enjoy a Fiddling Spectacle? Go to page 14

London Branch – A London branch of the
SCDS was formed and classes were held at
the Portsmouth Club in the Spring of 1930.
The Classes were well attended and resulted
in a small credit balance. Miss Milligan held a
small Easter School and the instruction
received was most appreciated by those who
attended. After Easter a Dance was held to
raise funds for the branch and increase the
London membership. The S.C.D. Club has
continued to organise classes, and also a
“Summer School”.
Society Annual Report 1930
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Dame Alison Munro
Dame Alison Munro, DBE, a member of the
London Branch for over 25 years died on
Tuesday 2 September 2008. She had a
distinguished career in the civil service in the
Ministry of Aviation, and subsequently as High
Mistress of St Paul’s Girls’ School, 1964-1974.
But her real passion was Scottish Country
Dancing!
On her semi-retirement Alison spent weekends
in West Wittering near Chichester but was still
active in London, as Chair of the Merton and
Wandsworth Health Authority amongst other
things. She stayed midweek at a flat in London
and danced in the early days under the tutelage of
Owen Meyer in the Branch beginner’s class and
then joined in the Sheen group, where she met
Philippe Rousseau who in 1987 composed a
strathspey in her honour and named it The Dame
Alison Munro Strathspey. She became the
President of the Shene Scottish Country Dance
Group and even when she fully retired to West
Wittering enjoyed coming up to support the group
at their annual ball and special functions. She
became president of the Chichester Caledonian
Society and regularly attended the West Wittering
Reel Club. Elizabeth Dean, one of the teachers at
the club, recalls the last time it was danced for
Dame Alison.
“Alison came to a Burns supper three years ago
– it turned out to be the last she attended – and she
was clearly ailing. She had suffered a stroke and
was not well. We decided we should dance her
strathspey during the supper and she was pleased
to see it once again. Alison was proud of her
Scottish heritage – she often wore a Donald tartan
skirt and reminded her partners, ‘I am a Donald,
you know’ – but her enthusiasm for dancing was
tremendous and she just loved it. Only a few
weeks ago I visited her and she was trying to
remember the steps of a little-known dance.”
Dame Alison married Alan Munro in 1939. He
was killed on active service two years later while
she was pregnant with their son, who survives her.
Her memorial service was held at Chichester
Cathedral on 10 November.

PICTURES ON THESE PAGES FROM KENSINGTON GARDENS OPEN AIR DANCE, T

The Dem team dance Macleod’s Fancy for their audience of visitors

MC James Fairbairn is with his
bairn Fergus while Kafoozalum
looks on in readiness

Ann & Marion lead Dick & Sheila, followed by Bob & Marion
to dance a three-couple allemande in the jig
Tribute to the Borders

Elaine Wilde ready to help
visitors
Young Beth is guided by Chris Twinn

Harriet Montez is turned by Derek Gregory in
The Eightsome Reel

Jennifer Wilson and Mary Murray
ready for action at the Day School
(pic: Simon Wales)

Wilson and Jean dance three hands round with David in
The White Rose of Scotland

The fiddlers in action on the Day School music workshop (pic: Simon Wales)

(below right)
Committee members Stewart,
Margaret, Lena and Pam ready to
slake the thirsts of Day School
dancers (pic: Simon Wales)
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Barbara Manning providing the Music for Rachel Wilton's
Class at the Day School (pic: Simon Wales)

CE, THE LONDON BRANCH DAY SCHOOL AND THE START OF THE SEASON DANCE

Below:
London Visitor Jing
Ma from Beijing
with our Chairman
Jeff Robertson

Afternoon youth forum evening demonstration dancers

The interval food is traditionally prepared by the Dem Team for the start of
season dance each year. In the foreground Kate and Catriona present it

Happy lunchtime diners at the Day School (pic: jane Rose)

Dick leads Jane followed by Nick and Hilary in
Jennifer’s Jig

Rachel Wilton’s Class at the Day School (pic: Simon Wales)
Above:
Happy Reigate
picnickers at the
Day School
(pic: Wilson Nicol)

Left:
Muriel Johnstone
makes a point with
the musicians at the
Day School
(pic: Simon Wales)

Pics other than
those stated
by Stephen Webb

Andrew Kellett MCs the Ceilidh to the uplifting music of Ian and Judith Muir at the Day School
(pic: Wilson Nicol)
Page 11

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
New Zealand
Musicians
Dear Wilson,
I was delighted to read the letter from Peter
Hoult in the last edition of The Reel and am
hopeful that there are many more of his ilk over
there.
I am contacting all the Clubs in New Zealand,
asking them to choose a Band and immediately
start work on producing cardboard cut-outs,
complete with cardboard musical instruments
and stands, so even chairs are not required for
these musicians.
On completion we are happy to ship them over
to the UK, free of charge, to be used at all your
dances and balls, thus, as Peter says, saving
money, better used for refreshments. All we ask
in return is that the original, money hungry,
bothersome, human musicians are shipped over
to us.
This is a win-win situation for us all.
You are rid of your musical burdens and we
are suddenly rich in talented musicians to
augment our rare breed over here. We will treat
these imports with respect; happily pay for their
time and expertise and continue to show our
enormous enthusiasm for live music.
There can never be a substitute for the joy of
dancing to live musicians: no perfect CD can
acknowledge applause; adapt to an odd number
of couples, give you a smile or put in that little
extra effort for the last dance.
Musicians!!! Come to New Zealand, where
cardboard is recyclable and musicians are
irreplaceable.
Fiona Bullivant
Milton Keynes
A Hard Choice
Dear Wilson,
As the organiser of the event which I believe
Stephen Webb was referring to in his letter ‘A
Hard Choice’ I can only apologise for Stephen’s
injury. I was aware the floor would be hard, as
were those dancers who had attended the
previous year and, I’m pleased to say, came
again this time. The ‘stickiness’ though was a
new and aggravating problem. At the beginning
of the evening I apologised for the condition of
the floor and urged everyone to take due care. A
caution I repeated during the evening.
I had already resolved not to return to that hall
because of the floor and sought assistance in
securing a new venue. To that end I have
organised a dance to recorded music on 18 April
and a musician’s workshop and dance with
George Meikle on 5 September, both at Wing
Village Hall. I am assured this hall has a nice
wooden floor! This venue is however outside of
Milton Keynes so I can only hope the choice of
floor has sufficient ‘pull’ to attract enough
dancers to make the events successful and
enjoyable. Watch this space!
Jan Jones
Reading, Berks
Musicians
Dear Wilson,
I was interested to learn from Peter Hoult
(Letters, Reel no 265) that musicians playing for
evening dances do so for their social enjoyment,
and that there are many groups of players across
the country who would be willing to play simply
for free entrance.
Could Peter please provide contact details for
some of these groups?
Yours sincerely,
Colin McEwen

Auckland, New Zealand
Cheaper dancing
Dear Wilson,
I read with surprise and astonishment Peter
Hoult’s letter in the September edition of The
Reel. My astonishment was that he had seriously
underestimated the potential savings in cost that
could be made running a dance. He is just
dabbling, so let me explain. For a start there are
consumer electronics companies out there who
have the cheek to ask us to pay for their CD
players. Instead of playing into their hands, I
suggest we all stick a picture of a stereo system
on the front of the stage and then have the
dancers counting in unison, 1, 2, 3 and 2, 2, 3 etc
as they dance. In our multicultural society, this
would be quite harmonious with un, deux, trois
et deux, deux, trois etc and ein, zwei, drei und
zwei, zwei, drei etc, all being recited in
unison. There will of course be those dancers
who initially count of out time, but with practice
that should be corrected.
As for the refreshments, I suggest that the
supermarkets are making far too big a profit and
so we should stick pictures of food to paper
plates. For balls and posh dances we could
actually make the pictures 3-D. Then we must
not forget the high price of electricity, so hanging
pictures of light bulbs around the walls will
suffice. Perhaps one of the reasons for the lower
numbers of dancers attending is the wild prices
being charged for petrol and public transport. I
suggest that to compensate for the smaller
numbers, we all dance with a cardboard cut-out
so effectively doubling the attendance.
While we are thinking along the lines of costs,
surely the hall hire also has to come into the
equation. Perhaps the solution here is not to
actually use a hall but have everyone stay at
home with a picture of a hall and simply imagine
they are at the dance.
I’m confident that these cost saving measures
will significantly reduce the expense of running
dances in the future.
Andy Nicol.

Hemel Hempstead
Repairing the Kilt
Dear Editor,
Damage caused by the fretting of the sporran
chain can be greatly reduced by using a strap
instead. A plain strap is not very satisfactory,
because it cannot bend in two planes at once. The
solution is to plait the centre part of the strap. I
was shown how to do this by George Bateson
(who with his family had founded the
Berkhamsted Strathspey and Reel Club).
Start with a long enough luggage strap. The
plaiting shortens that part of the strap – I think by
about 10%. Work out what part of the length is to
be plaited and mark that part with two lines
parallel to the edges, dividing the width into
three equal parts. Punch (not pierce) small holes
at the ends of the lines, to keep the cuts from
spreading, and cut along the lines. This produces
three thongs, joined to the strap at each end.
Beginning at the end nearest the buckle, plait the
thongs: right hand over centre; left over new
centre; new right over new centre; and so on. As
you do so, an ugly version of the plait develops
at the other end. Keep getting rid of this by
bringing the free end of the strap through the
tangle. As the plaited length develops, keep
kneading it into a regular pattern. When it is
complete, cut the free end to length and punch
holes for the prong of the buckle, and you have a
very attractive and useful sporran strap.
Ian Galbraith
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London
Musicians
Dear Mr Nicol,
What a wonderful offer from Peter Hoult.
I have been an entertainer most of my adult
life and would love an additional outlet for my
undoubted talents.
True, I have never played for Scottish Dance
of any sort, or even played a musical instrument
for that matter, but I am sure that I can learn on
the job (as I usually do!). So many people do it;
it can’t be that difficult.
The chance of having an evening out with a
bunch of Jocks with a glass of sherry and a
cucumber sandwich thrown in is too good to
miss.
So, come on Mr Hoult, give me a call on my
special number (08901 427607, rates vary
depending on network) and I will be pleased to
come and do a turn for you.
Yours encouragingly,
Mabel Entwistle
Crowborough, East Sussex,
Musicians
Dear Wilson
Peter Hoult’s letter about Musicians The Reel
(No 265) can not go unchallenged. My first
reaction was “You’re Having a Laugh!” as this
letter is highly provocative and misleading.
No doubt some dancers are unaware of the
provenance of the sound on stage through their
concentration on the dances. On many sound
systems CDs do provide a good depth of sound
but a live performance adds to the atmosphere
especially when the Band plays familiar tunes
from a different context.
The suggestion to put cardboard ‘cut outs’ on
a stage is an insult. Every musician has spent
years developing his / her talent to perform on a
stage and to play an acceptable tempo for SC
Dancers. A very inexperienced dancer can get
up for a dance and muddle their way through
whilst someone with similar musical
inexperience would not even manage to do
much more than play a simple scale.
As for being greedy lets consider the
following points:

 At any Dance the musicians will be on stage
for about 3 hours for a Programme of perhaps
22 Dances. Each dance will have (say) four
separate tunes and with encores there may be
more.

 There may be a completely different
Programme at their next Event. Acquiring the
correct sheet music will cost a vast amount
over time.

 There are the costs of their instruments; PA
equipment; PAT tests and insurance etc.

 A suitable car to carry all the equipment
 The time needed for travel to venues plus
transport costs.

 They will also need to find time to rehearse.
Taking all that into consideration a Band’s fee is
not that much after each member has been paid.
A dancer can skip dances they don’t like whilst
a Band has to play every dance.
Music is integral to Scottish Dancing and
without the Bands why should anyone make
new recordings?
Michael Copeman

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR (cont)
Hillingdon Heath
Musicians (letter from Peter Hoult)
Dear Wilson,
Don’t you just envy those people who have a
proper job!
They work nine to five with an easy commute
from home; no worry about where or when they
are working next; nice safe office; easy access;
no heavy gear to lift; no working knowledge
needed; an employer to guide and help them
when they falter; regular pay cheques; no
preparation for future work; no experience
needed nor years of practising to learn to do the
job properly.
Let Mr Hoult dance to his cardboard cut outs! I
won’t expect him to come running to me or my
musician friends when he is fed up with his
existing CDs or has no recordings for new or
unusual dances. It is then he will realise that
there are no musicians, “professional” or
otherwise, to record new material for his pleasure
and entertainment.
As a result of his letter, Mr Hoult has ensured
that there are many groups of players across the
country who will be unwilling to play for him.
To paraphrase his words, this would be his
problem not theirs. However, I suspect that he is
in a minority of approximately one, so he matters
not.
Yours sincerely,
Peter Jenkins
Staines
The Clansman
Dear Wilson,
When I dance The Clansman to the original
tune, it is absolutely thrilling. But then the band
changes to another tune, and no matter what tune
they choose or how good they are, it is merely so
-so. Also I don’t feel this way about any other
dance. Please can anybody explain why the first
tune of the Clansman is so much better than other
tunes?
Mark Damerell
Worcester Park
Musicians
Dear Wilson,
I refer to Peter Hoult’s letter in Reel No 265
regarding bands. I must assume that he wrote this
diatribe “Tongue-in-cheek”, as for a start dancers
will always turn up for good bands who can play
to the audience. Examples of this are Marian
Anderson, Sandy Nixon, Frank Reid, and
Craigellachie whose recordings may be very
good but are not a patch on their live
performances.
Recordings can be highly influenced by the
studio manager whose idea of how music should
be played can quite often be completely different
to how the band wants the music to sound.
There is also only a limited number of
recordings of the original music for dances. As a
rule the same fifty or so dances get repeatedly
recorded, leaving a huge vacuum for the
thousands of traditional tunes that are identifiable
to their specific dances. This can often lead to
tunes that are immediately recognisable for
certain dances having to be played for other
dances which can be very disconcerting for
dancers. I am repeatedly asked by bands for
assistance in locating copies of original music,
even having at times to research on the internet
regarding very old tunes that are ignored today.
I can only assume that Peter has never been to
one of our dances, as I am often the recipient of
compliments on the quality of our refreshments.
Frank Bennett
Honorary Secretary, London Highland Club

London
Musicians

Dear Wilson,
I am moved to reply to the letter from Peter
Hoult in the latest issue of The Reel under the
above heading.
From where is this person coming? Has he
spent hours practising scales? Has he spent
money on learning to play an instrument? Has
he spent money on buying an instrument? Has
he any musical ability apart from pressing the
“play” button? OBVIOUSLY NOT!
What would the “Proms” be like if we had
blow-up orchestras on the stage at the Albert
Hall, or Choral evensong in St Paul’s Cathedral
without the choir and organ?
Ian McPhail, George Meikle, Colin Dewar,
Nicol McLaren et al are all well respected
musicians, and all are willing to run workshops
for musicians, passing on their experience to us
lesser mortals. Does Mr Hoult think that his
CDs or vinyl records appear by magic? A lot of
hard work and practice goes into the making of
these.
Any band which is scheduled to play for a
dance will have put in several hours of practice
prior to the dance. Indeed over the years,
countless hours will have been spent playing
scales and learning music. I know. I started
playing the pianoforte at 7-years, the church
organ at 13-years and the accordion at 18-years
when I joined a Morris team. I am the Organist
and Choirmaster at my local church.
I also enjoy both English and Scottish
Country Dancing as a dancer, and from a
dancer’s point of view there is nothing better
than a good evening with a live band. The
interaction between dancers and musicians can
be quite electrifying. This also applies to the
musicians on the stage.
Please, Mr Hoult, do not try to denigrate one
particular section of the dancing community
without knowing all the facts pertaining to the
subject about which you are complaining.
Dennis Sharp
Musicmakers Scottish Country Dance Band
Chalfont St Peter
Warm Ups

Dear Wilson,
Am I alone in questioning the need for the
lengthy warm-up sessions with which so many
classes commence nowadays? Some form of
limbering up is probably a good idea. This might
take the form of dance exercises which are
geared to the particular class, be it beginners,
social or technique. Another approach is to
instruct the class to dance gently, or even walk,
during the first dance of the evening. I understand that a cool-down session at the end of the
class may also be helpful for some people.
What I question is the practice of starting
every class by instructing the members to form a
circle and then go through the same 10-minute
routine of toe pointing, knee bending, arm
waving, head rolling and so on. I do not recall
anything like this at classes forty years ago.
Why the change?
Is it because the litigation culture spreading
from the USA brings the threat that a teacher
might be sued if a class member suffers an
injury? Is it because, nowadays, some classes
seem to include a lot of members who commenced Scottish dancing in middle age whereas,
years ago, members were more likely to have
been dancing since their youth? Does anyone
have any thoughts on this?
Andrew Patterson
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NORTH HERTS REEL
CLUB
50th Anniversary
In 1958 a group of people living in Hitchin,
Letchworth and Baldock decided to further their
interest in Scottish Country Dancing and formed
the North Herts Reel Club. Membership grew
and the club soon became affiliated to the
RSCDS. A regular pattern of weekly meetings,
annual ball with a band and informal dances with
recorded music was established. This format still
exists today.
Over the years many of the club's members
have attended Summer School at St. Andrews as
well as local Day Schools. The club has provided
demonstration teams for entertainment at local
functions and charitable events.
In the 1960s the late Harold Barnes gave
support to the club in the form of tuition and
encouragement. Harold organised classes and
dances during his time in the Bedford area and
also introduced bands from the north; some of
these subsequently played for our annual balls.
Now the club has reached its 50th year. A
celebration ball to mark the event was held at
Hitchin Town Hall on 11 October. The
assembled company danced the night away on
the hall's superb sprung floor to the music of the
Craigievar Band. The band presented the club
with a new tune: “The North Herts 50 Guinea
Reel” composed by Alistair Forbes. During the
evening an anniversary cake was cut and served
with champagne during the buffet supper
prepared by club members and friends. A toast
was proposed by Robert Warburton, now a
member of Peterborough RSCDS Branch, who
started dancing with the North Herts Reel Club in
the early years.
In conclusion, we would like to thank all those
who have supported the club over the years. We
are always happy to welcome new members and
visitors to our meetings. Never go away without
your dancing shoes. You never know who you
might find! Happy dancing.
Jennifer and Roger Warburton

THE TOP TWENTY
DANCES LAST YEAR
Iain Ross has once again listed the dances from
the email programmes service, to see what was
danced most frequently in the SE England area
over the last year (1 July 2007 to 30 June 2008,
and Summer Tuesdays 2008). There were 1810
dances on the programmes for the 96 events.
The top twenty with their frequency are:
The Belle of Bon Accord ............28
The Bees of Maggieknockater .....26
Pelorus Jack ..................................26
Napier’s Index ..............................24
Miss Johnstone of Ardrossan .......23
The Montgomeries’ Rant .............23
The Dream Catcher ......................22
Joie de Vivre .................................22
The Reel of the 51st Division .......22
Hooper’s Jig ..................................20
Shiftin’ Bobbins ...........................19
Bratach Bana ................................18
The Irish Rover .............................18
Mairi’s Wedding ...........................18
Wind on Loch Fyne ......................18
Ian Powrie’s Farewell to A ...........17
Polharrow Burn ............................17
Anniversary Reel ..........................16
Posties’ Jig ....................................16
The Sailor .....................................16
The editor can e-mail interested readers a list of
the 137 dances that were danced 5 times or more.

MUSIC
The Vallin Suite – Three - Ian Muir (Prestwick)
and his Band. (JVMCD 0801)
The Reel Party - Nicol McLaren and the
Glencraig Band (CD TRAX 315) 15 dances
aimed at Reelers.
Ian Muir’s latest CD contains music for 15
dances from John Morris’ Vallin Collections
books 3 and 4. Ian on the lead accordion with
Gordon Simpson on fiddle and three fine
gentlemen in the ‘back row’ bring us an excellent
recording. It is truly amazing. Tempo is spot on
by RSCDS standards and there is a fine mix of
traditional and modern tunes. There are no
suggested original tunes so the band have been
given a free hand. It is, perhaps, unfortunate that
the tracks starting with Flowers of Edinburgh
and the original for The Linton Ploughman are
both played 8x40 times. But it still a great CD!
Nicol’s CD is again in the Premier League. I
think it is his best recording to date. But, (I
always seem to find a ‘but’) they play The Reel
of the Royal Scots as second tune for The Reel of
the 51st Division. I have to admit it fits in nicely.
As I have said before, a tune composed
specifically for a particular dance should never
be played for another dance. Am I being too
much of a purist? Write to the Editor with your
comments! I must also mention that he plays
Bonnie Dundee and three Irish Jigs for Postie’s
Jig. Why not the singalong Scottish tunes?
Accordionist band leader Bill Black lost his
right index finger in an accident some time ago.
For any other diatonic accordion player that
would effectively end his playing career, but not
Bill! Happily he is now playing again and has
recorded a lovely CD entitled ‘Just the Three of
Us’ Judi Nicolson plays fiddle and Mabel Gray is
on the piano. There are some jig and reel sets
(4x32) and lots of fine pipe marches including a
few composed by Bill himself. My favourite
track is a waltz with seven Gaelic song tunes.
Listen for Judi very much up front on this track
and some deft piano playing from Mabel.
That’s all for now. By the time you read this,
Nicol McLaren’s CD for RSCDS Book 20 will
be available and Colin Dewar’s for the Vallin
Suite – four. As we go to press I have just heard
that Deirdre Adamson has a new CD of 14 full
length dances.
John Laurie
020 7286 1923.

A DAY WITH
MURIEL JOHNSTONE
at the Branch Day School
The day started by all introducing themselves
and explaining what they hoped to gain from the
day. For myself I hoped for hints, tips and
inspiration. I was not to be disappointed.
We were a mixed group, ranging from
concertina players, accordionists, fiddlers,
keyboards, flute, guitar drums and guitar. Muriel
had the ability to understand how to extract the
utmost potential from every instrument and in no
time we were sounding like a long established
band.
From the moment that we played our first tune,
The Earl of Mansfield to the last strathspey of the
afternoon, a Neil Gow composition, the day was
packed with inspirational ideas on style, shape
and dynamics, regarding every type of tune.
Muriel’s enthusiasm was infectious, as was her
sense of fun with music, semi-quaver runs being
like a puppy dog shaking a toy!!

From a teacher’s point of view I admire her
ability to communicate those ideas to beginners
and more competent players alike. Muriel’s
attention to the phrasing lights and shades and
the way she related them to the dance steps was
impressive. At times she danced around the room
as we played to convey this to us.
The real treat of the day was her talk after tea,
this included some wonderful renditions of Neil
Gow strathspeys, music that is truly ageless,
bringing to a conclusion a day of playing,
listening, and learning at all levels of
musicianship.
Yvonne McGuinness

THE WILD LIFE
AT ST ANDREWS
Typical attendees at Summer School are usually
seen scurrying through the town from dancing
class venue to dancing class venue clutching shoe
bags. These creatures sleep at University Hall or
in Lumsden Wing, eat in the Dining Room and
discover the Party Room as a tiny space tucked
well away from civilisation into which a crush of
people squeeze themselves tightly and hotly once
every evening’s social dancing events are over.
But there is a select pack of other animals at
Summer School who virtually live in the Party
Room. They are collectively known as The
Musicians Course. They are allocated bedrooms
but only occasionally pop into them to brush their
teeth or practise their instrument solo. The best
chance of spotting them in daylight hours is in
the Dining Room where they demonstrate hearty
appetites not only for food but also for jokes, as
well as erudite exchanges of musical terms,
names of birds and even foreign languages. The
latter is necessary since there are often migratory
specimens among them who have flown up from
the Southern Hemisphere for the delights of a St.
Andrews summer. The natural habitat of these
diurnal-nocturnal creatures is the Party Room
where you are sure to find individuals or the
whole flock at all hours of day and night. The
pack is led by one Alpha female (called Angela)
and two Gamma males (called Gordon and
George) but they quickly learn to survive even in
their absence. If you think Musician-spotting is
beyond you, here are some tips: any animal still
able to run along corridors at the end of the week
is a Musician; the most laughter-filled corner of
the Dining Room is usually inhabited by
Musicians; while dancers all wear skirts,
Musicians all wear trousers.
This year’s flock in Week 4 had flown in from
as far north as Aberdeen and as far south as New
Zealand with two more exotic specimens from
France. Their varied song issued from fiddle,
accordion, piano and even viola. Many of them
also have chameleon characteristics, suddenly
becoming singers, dancers (SCD, Highland,
French Cancan, Charleston, ...) or comedians.
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While the dancers content themselves with
morning classes, perhaps hobbling to an optional
afternoon session, the Musicians have
compulsory morning and afternoon classes, and
such is their love of music-making that they meet
early, finish late and settle from 10 or 11 pm in
the Party Room for even more music till almost
dawn. If they sleep, it is only for about four
hours, sometimes as little as two.
Their place in the pecking order is as an oftignored accessory for dancers. They can, in fact,
survive without dancers, while dancers could not
exist without music. Sadly, in some places they
are in danger of extinction through the use of
modern inventions such as CDs. During Week 4
they worked hard at preparing to play in small
groups for dances in the Common Room on
Thursday – to much acclaim. In fact, some
dancers said they had found their playing more
enjoyable than the music in the Younger Hall.
However, it was the nocturnal activity in the wee
sma’ hours, playing off the cuff for The Reel of
the 51st or Mairi’s Wedding or A Trip to Bavaria
that earned them accolades from the Great and
Mighty.
The cherry on their particular cake came on the
Saturday night at the Younger Hall when the
three leaders laid down their instruments, stood
up and left the stage – while the band played on.
The dancers enjoyed a wonderful Sugar Candie
carried along perfectly by the Musicians who at
last were flying solo with no safety net while the
tutors stood by and admired their handiwork.
Thank you, Angela, Gordon and George –
without your tuition, encouragement and trust
during this unforgettable week it would not have
been possible.
These spectacular animals have now returned to
their homelands, some flying over great distances
to get there. After a period of hibernation they
will be sniffing the air and preparing for next
year’s migration to St Andrews. The burning
question is: How soon can they enrol for Summer
School 2009?
Diana Sarran

Shielburn Associates
For ALL Scottish recordings –
At bargain prices!
10 CDs for £100 (post free - UK)
email: shielburn@aol.com
Tel: 0118 969 4135 Fax 0118 962 8968
1 Renault Road, Woodley
Reading RG5 4EY
Just listen to our own label releases!
http://www.shielburn.co.uk

THE ART(FULNESS) OF WRITING SCOTTISH DANCES
What is it about Scottish dancing that we find so
appealing? I have often wondered about this and
why we like some dances and find others so
distasteful. I must confess, for example, that I
have a “thing” about Bonnie Anne and always
give it a miss. One evening at Pont Street I was
sitting it out when I was joined by Sheena Dallas,
a teacher from the Hampstead Group, who had
her arms resolutely folded. No, she did not like
Bonnie Anne either. (This may seem like
character assassination of the delectable Anne
but Joan Burgess, who runs the Hampstead
Group, says she dislikes “Anne” too!) I do not
know their reasons but I am deeply disturbed by
the way each woman is tossed, like a bale of hay,
from one man to the next. I just think the dance
is immoral – which always produces gusts of
laughter whenever I say it!
Every dance is individual and has an effect, but
a different effect, on each one of us. Every dance
sets a mood, tells a story, or creates an effect. I
could happily talk about every dance I know in
our enormous repertoire.
Originally I began writing dances for
therapeutic reasons: I could not get to sleep at
night unless I was composing a dance: much
more complex and interesting than counting
sheep. Why didn’t I think of that before? Please
make a note, all you insomniacs.
I have been writing dances now since 1992 and
have created about 40 altogether. Slowly, very
slowly, their influence is spreading and they are
getting known. I have taught quite a few in
various places and on various occasions. The
most notable occasion was in 2000 at Jim Cook’s
25th Wedding Anniversary in Switzerland where
I managed to break my arm (the result of an
argument between the beautiful but tricky Kelpie
of Loch Coruisk and the hard flagstone floor).
That was a difficult and unpleasant experience,
but very much mitigated by the three cheers as I

The first of two parts

climbed onto the dais suitably plastered (no, not
that meaning!) and bound up. I was to teach my
dance Teasing The Tide. More about that later. (I
must also add here, somewhat off-topic, that my
misfortune was also much mitigated by having a
GP as MC – this was the much-talented Ken
Martlew who very proficiently re-set my arm on
the spot and caused much murmuring approval
among the Swiss doctors in the local orthopaedic
department!)
Happily I am not the only promoter of my
dances. I understand from Jim Winter, a popular
and influential dance teacher on the South Coast,
that he often includes my dances “for something
pleasantly different” in his teaching repertoire.
I never prepare to write a dance without a
strong theme or motivation. The idea of cobbling
a few figures together, without flow or strong
form, to create a dance (I call these “Sellotape”
or “putty” dances) would never appeal to me
(and, alas, there are a few dances like that in the
RSCDS repertoire). A dance must be produced
from an original idea. Such dances are Ken
Martlew’s hilarious Widdershins where almost
all the figures are danced the wrong way round
or at least in the opposite way to what you would
expect, and Karen Barter’s Left Hand Reel (as
yet unwritten but a brilliant idea) where the right
hand is never used (inspired perhaps by that
same broken arm).
When I write a dance it must do one of three
things: tell a story, create a visual effect, or
present some sort of a puzzle. Many RSCDS
dances illustrate these types. A classic story
dance is She’s Ower Young to Marry Yet where
we can easily identify the young couple and their
attempts to persuade the girl’s parents, resulting
in success and celebration.
Visual effect dances are legion: Postie’s Jig
with its rising and falling arches from
progressively different directions, Wild Geese
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with its huge birds
flapping
their
wings, and of
course, The Bees
where its strange
double-bodied
insects
buzz
dangerously up
and down the line.
Puzzle dances
are also easy to
find; they include
A Trip to Bavaria and Quarries’ Jig. The relief
(and joy) at reaching the correct place at the end
unscathed is quite palpable. Macdonald of the
Isles is one of the most masterly of the puzzle
dances; it is so simple and yet I am always a little
amazed and relieved when it all works out
perfectly. Derek Haynes should be remembered
and revered if only for that one dance. How I
wish I had written it!
Many of my story dances have been inspired by
particular events which sparked off the idea. A
few years ago now my dancing partner grandly
escorted me into the ballroom – and then
promptly asked someone else to dance! A little
later on I was approaching him to secure my
favourite dance when he announced, rather
unfeelingly I thought, that he had “doublebooked” the dance and I was not the successful
party. So I wrote The Lonely Lassie, a very
simple 32-bar jig where the 1st lady keeps
meeting, and setting to, her partner only to see
him repeatedly dash off elsewhere, leaving her to
chase alone outside the set while everyone else
inside the circuit is busy dancing figures and
enjoying themselves. So woe unto ye, ye
ungallant partners; one day I might write a dance
about you and I might not, as here, always be
able to guarantee your anonymity.
See issue 267 for the final part.

Stephen Webb

By Elizabeth Woodman

DANCE EVENTS
Club de Danse Ecossaise de
MONTPELLIER, FRANCE
21st ANNUAL BALL and OUTING
Weekend of 13-14 June 2009
David Hall and his Scottish Dance Band
Dancing, eating, drinking, more dancing
followed by a jolly seaside outing with more
eating and drinking.
Rendez-vous with warm sunshine and social
warmth.
Contact: William Whyte +33 467 868 919 or
wlwhyte@btinternet.com
A gallery of photographs from the 2008 event is
available on our website
http://danseecossaisemtp.free.fr/
ABINGDON SCOTTISH COUNTRY
DANCE CLUB
Annual Ball
Saturday 14 March, 2009
7.30 - 11.30 pm
Guildhall, Abingdon, near Oxford
The Ian Robertson Trio
Programme: Grand March leading into Clutha,
Jennifer’s Jig, Scotch Mist, The Saltire Society
Reel, Pelorus Jack, Jean Martin of Aberdeen,
Burnieboozle, EH3 7AF, Sugar Candie, Bratach
Bana, Lady Sophia Lindsay, Napier’s Index,
Sands of Morar, Polharrow Burn, Seton’s Ceilidh
Band, The Minister on the Loch, General Stuart’s
Reel, The Bees of Maggieknockater, Miss
Milligan’s Strathspey, The Irish Rover. Extras:
Shiftin’ Bobbins, West's Hornpipe, MacDonald
of the Isles.
Tickets £17, including supper seated in the
medieval Roysse Room. Vegetarian meal on
request. Licensed Bar. Ample free parking
nearby. Contact Doreen Pinnell, 01235
511836. See www.geocities.com/abscdc.
ARGYLL SCOTTISH
DANCING GROUP
Day School
Saturday 25 April 2009
Edgbarrow School, Sandhurst
Road, Crowthorne, RG45 7HZ
Teachers: .. Craig Houston, Margaret Morgan
Musicians: ...............................Keith Anderson,
Robert Mackay, Caroline Sloan
For further details and application forms contact:
Gaynor Curtis, 60 Bishops Wood, St Johns,
Woking Surrey, GU21 3QB Tel: 01483 721989
Weekend School
Dillington House, Somerset
2 - 4 October 2009
Teacher: .................................. Graham Donald
Musician: ................................. Robert Mackay
Booking Opens January 2009
For booking contact: Dillington House, Ilminster,
Somerset, TA19 9DT. Tel: 01460 258613
For further information and brochure: Email
dillington@somerset.gov.uk
www.dillington.co.uk
RSCDS BATH BRANCH
Annual Ball
FRIDAY 27 February 2009
at The Guildhall, Bath
Strathallan Scottish Country Dance Band
Tickets £25 from June Hall, Top Flat,
141 Wells Rd, Bath BA2 3AL Tel.01225 318906

Want to Advertise in The Reel?
Contact Jeff Robertson, Tel 020 7730 9633
or 01903 245718. email: jtr@ctg.co.uk.

BERKHAMSTED
STRATHSPEY AND REEL
CLUB
Annual Highland Ball
Saturday 7 February, 2009
7:30 pm to midnight
Ashlyns School, Chesham Road,
Berkhamsted HP4 3AH
Sandy Nixon and his Scottish Dance Band
Programme: Joie de Vivre, Highland Welcome,
Minister on the Loch, Napier’s Index, Black
Bear, Mr & Mrs Crawford’s Strathspey,
Quarries’ Jig, Foursome and ½ Reel of Tulloch,
The Birks of Invermay, Flight of the Falcon,
Craven 12-some, Machine without Horses,
Sueno’s Stone, Schiehallion, Major Ian Stewart,
Polharrow Burn, Jean Martin of Aberdeen,
Muirland Willie, Sandy Nixon’s Reel, Culla Bay,
Follow Me Home, Duke of Perth.
Admission by Programme - £18.50 inc. dinner.
No bar – BYO drinks (soft drinks provided).
Details and tickets from: Mrs Janet Halse,
1 Highcroft Road, Felden, Hemel Hempstead,
Herts HP3 0BU, tel: 01442 246381.
e-mail: janethalseuk@btinternet.com
Highland Ball Practice; Potten End Village Hall,
Potten End, Berkhamsted
Saturday 31 January 2009
2:00 - 5:30 pm £3 on door
www.berkhamstedreelclub.org
10th ANNNIVERSARY INTERNATIONAL
WEEKEND COURSE
Budapest, Hungary
Friday 24 - Sunday 26 April, 2009
Teacher: .................................. Graham Donald
Musicians: ........ James Gray and Keith Smith
5 day tourist programme in Hungary and Austria
Sunday 26 - Thursday 30 April, 2009
Further details and application forms available
from Szilvia Láng, 1021 Budapest, Széher út 56.
szilvia_lang@freemail.hu
or on-line at www.bstk.hu/en.htm
20th ANNIVERSARY VIENNA BRANCH
WEEKEND COURSE
Baden near Vienna, Austria
Thursday 30 April - Sunday 3 May 2009
Teachers: ....... Susi Mayr and Graham Donald
Musicians: Muriel Johnstone and Keith Smith
Further details and application forms available
from Beatrix Wepner,
Am Modenapark 4/9, 1030 Vienna
weekend2009@rscdsvienna.org
or on-line at www.rscdsvienna.org
CHELTENHAM SCOTTISH SOCIETY
Annual Spring Dance
Saturday 28 February 2009
7.30 - 11.30pm
Pittville School, Albert Road,
Cheltenham, GL52 3JD
Iain MacPhail and his SCD Band
Programme: Grand March, Ian Powrie’s
Farewell, General Stuart’s Reel, Kilkenny Castle,
The Saltire Society Reel, The Robertson Rant,
The Chequered Court, Mrs Stuart Linnel,
Neidpath Castle, Welcome to Dufftown; Johnnie
Walker, Mr Iain Stuart Robertson, Byron
Strathspey, Ladies’ Fancy, Blooms of Bon
Accord, Gang the Same Gate, The Nurseryman,
Miss Johnstone of Ardrossan, Flower of the
Quern, Mairi’s Wedding.
Tickets £13 from John Marshall, 17 Gratton
Road, Cheltenham, Gloucestershire, GL50 2BT.
01242 237385 SAE please;
Cheques to “Cheltenham Scottish Society”
duracellbunney@tiscali.co.uk
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WATFORD & WEST HERTS SCOTTISH
SOCIETY
90th Anniversary Caledonian Ball
Saturday 21 March 2009
7.30-11.30pm
Parmiter’s School, High Elms Lane Watford,
Herts WD25 0UU.
Strathallan Scottish Dance Band
Programme: Maxwell’s Rant, The Hazel Tree,
The Minister on the Loch, The Recumbent Stone,
Muirland Willie, The Rose of the North, Mrs
Stuart Linnell, The Weathercock, Kinfauns
Castle, Quarries’ Jig, The Irish Rover, Culla Bay,
Hot Punch, Lady Sophia Lindsay, The Glasgow
Highlanders, Anniversary Reel, James Gray, The
Iona Cross, John of Bon Accord, The Byron
Strathspey, West’s Hornpipe, The Montgomeries’
Rant.
Tickets £16 including refreshments.
Details from Jan Alsop, tel. 07762 079083.
Tickets@WatfordScottish.org.uk
www.WatfordScottish.org.uk
HARPENDEN SCOTTISH COUNTRY
DANCING CLUB
Annual Ball
Saturday 7 March 2009
7.30 to 11.30
Harpenden Public Hall, Harpenden, AL5 1PD
The Craigellachie Band
Programme: Jennifer’s Jig, The Duchess Tree,
Preston Mill, Muirland Willie, Land of the
Heather Hills, General Stuart’s Reel, Golden
Wedding Strathspey, Campbeltown Loch, The
Irish Rover, The Minister on the Loch, Round
Reel of Eight, The Quaich, Falconer Hall, The
Montgomeries’ Rant, Bonnie Lass o’Bon
Accord, Star Turn, James Senior of St Andrews,
Burnieboozle, Let the Hackles Rise, MacDonald
of the Isles, Polharrow Burn, Ian Powrie’s
Farewell to Aucterarder.
Tickets £17 including Supper
Students (16-21) £10
Tickets and enquiries: Val Owens 01727 863870
email tvowens@btinternet.com
HARROW & DISTRICT
CALEDONIAN SOCIETY
Annual Ball
Friday 2 January, 2009
7.45 - 11.45 p.m.
Allum Hall, 2 Allum Lane, Elstree, WD6 3PJ
The Craigellachie Band
Programme: Lady Sophia Lindsay, The Cooper’s
Wife, Bonnie Stronshiray, The Plantation Reel,
My Heather Hills, Kinfauns Castle, The
Lochalsh Reel, Macleod’s Fancy, The Flower o’
the Quern, The Queen’s View, Father Connelly’s
Jig, Mrs MacPherson of Inveran, James Gray,
The Cashmere Shawl, Anniversary Reel,
Equilibrium, The Minister on the Loch,
Polharrow Burn, Napier’s Index, Falls of
Bracklinn, The Irish Rover, Ian Powrie’s
Farewell to Auchterarder.
Tickets £16.50 (non-dancers and juniors £8.50),
including refreshments, from
Jim Henderson, tel. 020 8954 2586,
email: jimhendersonuk@aol.com
RSCDS CROYDON & DISTRICT BRANCH
March Dance
Saturday 28 March 2009
7.30 - 10.30 pm
Purley United Reformed Church, Brighton Road,
Purley CR8 2LN
Music Makers Band
£7.00 including refreshments.
Enquiries to 01737 551724
www.rscdscroydon.org.uk

DANCE EVENTS (continued)
LONDON HIGHLAND
CLUB
Forthcoming attractions to be
held at St. Columba’s Church
Hall, Pont Street, SW1 0BD
Fridays:
Saturdays:

Upper Hall
7.30-10.30pm
Lower Hall
7.00-10.30pm
unless otherwise stated
Friday 28 Nov ....................... St Andrew’s Night
in the Lower Hall
Saturday 20 Dec ............................... Frank Reid
Saturday 3 Jan .................................. .Craigievar
Friday 9 Jan ................................................ AGM
Saturday 31 Jan ................................ Annual Ball
George Meikle and The Lothian Band
Friday 13 Feb .................... St Valentine’s Dance
All dances will be talked or walked through on
request, except Christmas Dance and Annual
Ball. For further details contact: Frank Bennett on
020 8715 3564, email fb.lhc@blueyonder.co.uk,
or Roger Waterson on 020 8660 5017. You can
also telephone our “Dial-a-Programme” service
on 020 8763 8096 to hear our programme, or
leave a message. Everyone is welcome at all our
functions, so please come along and join us for
an enjoyable evening. Please visit our website at
www.londonhighlandclub.co.uk for the latest
news and programmes of our dances
LONDON HIGHLAND CLUB
Saturday 31 January 2009
Annual Ball
St. Columba’s Church, Pont Street
7.00 to 11.00 pm
George Meikle and The Lothian Band
Programme: The Bees of Maggieknockater;
General Stuart’s Reel; Autumn in Appin;
Napier’s Index; Scott Meikle; Miss Milligan’s
Strathspey; Immigrant Lass; Miss Johnstone of
Ardrossan; Moray Rant; Luckenbooth Brooch;
Round Reel of Eight; Muirland Willie; 12 Coates
Crescent; Rest and be Thankful; Postie’s Jig; The
Duchess Tree; The Rev. John MacFarlane;
Pelorus Jack; Culla Bay; Duke and Duchess of
Edinburgh.
Dances will not be walked through at this dance
Tickets: (Including finger buffet refreshments)
LHC Members in advance £13.00.
Non Members in advance £15.00.
All classes on door £17.00.
Highland or evening dress preferred.
All enquiries to Frank Bennett 020 8715 3564,
e:fb.lhc@blueyonder.co.uk
or Roger Waterson 020 8660 5017.
READING ST. ANDREW’S SCOTTISH
DANCING SOCIETY
Annual Ball
Saturday 7 February 2009
Elvian School, Southcote Lane,
Reading RG30 2BB
Ian Muir and the Craigellachie Band
Programme: EH3 7AF, The Cumbrae Reel,
Miss Milligan’s Strathspey, Muirland Willie, The
Dancing Man, Foxhill Court, The Craven Jig,
The Triumph, Jean Martin of Aberdeen, The
Reel of the Royal Scots, The Nurseryman, James
Gray, The Robertson Rant, Scott Meikle,
Macleod’s Fancy, The Braes of Breadalbane,
The Plantation Reel, Tribute to the Borders, The
Minister on the Loch, The Lochalsh Reel. Extras:
Blooms of Bon Accord, The Reverend John
MacFarlane.
Tickets: £14 including sherry reception and
supper with a glass of wine, from
Ali Melabie. 8 Medina Close, Wokingham.
RG41 3TZ. Telephone: 0118 977 2070
www.scottishdancingreading.org

JERSEY SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE
WEEKEND
Bank Holiday Weekend
Saturday 23 and Sunday 24 May, 2009
Ian Robertson and his Band
£27.50 per person for two evenings.
Saturday Ball Programme: 7.00 - 11.30 pm
Happy Returns, Mrs Stewart’s Jig, Gypsy Glen,
A Trip to the Netherlands, Postie’s Jig , Gang
the Same Gate, The Kangaroo Paw, Five Penny
Ness, The Glengarry Homestead, Milton’s
Welcome, The Flight of the Falcon, The Doublc
Diamond Strathspey, Mrs Stcwart of
Fasnacloich, Johnnie Walker, Peggy Dewar, The
Physician’s Fancy, Bonnie Ina Campbell,
Bratach Bana, Seton’s Ceilidh Band, Autumn in
Appin, Shiftin’ Bobbins.
Sunday Dance Programme: 7.00 – 11.30 pm
Catch the Wind, Miss Hadden’s Reel, Dancing
in the Cuckoo’s Nest, The Whistling Wind, The
Hazel Tree, James Senior of St Andrews, The
Clansman, The Dancing Girls, The Border
Weavers, Kingussie Flower, The Abbot of
Unreason, Elisabeth Hunter’s Strathspey, The
Earl of Mansfield, St. Columba’s Strathspey,
The Piper and the Penguin, The Bees of
Maggieknockater, Munro Rant, Lady Sophia
Lindsay, Jennifer’s Jig, The Dundee Whaler,
The Reel of the 51st Division.

New Zealand Branch
Summer School
Teachers: ………...…..... Ann Dix, Helen Russell,
Jo Reed, Marjorie Crawford,
Lois McEwan, Wendy Jaeger,
Elizabeth Ferguson.
Musicians: …………….….. Ian Muir, Judith Muir,
Iain McKenzie, Jean Malcolm,
Sharlene Penman, Lynne Scott,
Anne-Marie Forsyth.

http://ssakl.rscdsnzb.org.nz
28 Dec 2009- 5 Jan 2010
Organiser

organiser.ssakl@rscdsnzb.org.nz
Andy Nicol
sect@rscdsnzb.org.nz
Murray Corps

Branch Secretary

BRANCH BADGES
The Branch Badge is based on the
rectangular Reel masthead logo and is
available in a smart enamel and polished
finish. These are modestly priced at £4.00
and are available from
Jeff Robertson
on 01903 245718, 020 7730 9633 or
jtr@ctg.co.uk or from Ian Anderson at the
Branch Bookstall on 01420 84599 or
bookstall@rscdslondon.org.uk.
Please continue to support your Branch.
Jeff Robertson

Please visit the blog below for recent updates
Contacts: Mrs Helen McGugan, La Pelotte, La
Rue a Don, Grouville, Jersey, JE3 9GB Tel./Fax
01534 854459 or Mr Alan Nicolle, 88 La Ville
du Bocage, St Peter, JE3 7YT Tel 01534 484375
email address: alan_nicolle@yahoo.co.uk
http://cottishcountrydancingjersey.blogspot.com/

THE OXFORD AND CAMBRIDGE
HIGHLAND BALL
Saturday 7 March 2009
7.30-11.45pm
The Guildhall, Abingdon
Green Ginger
Programme: Hooper’s Jig, John of Bon Accord,
May Yarker’s Strathspey, Gothenburg’s
Welcome, Recumbent Stone, The Robertson
Rant, Lamp Black Lizzie, Bea’s Delight,
Radcliffe Square, De’il amang the Tailors, Snake
Pass, Crossing the Line, Argyll Strathspey, Ian
Powrie, Blue Shoes, Blue Mess Jacket, Alex
Doig’s Jig, Plantation Reel, Minister on the
Loch, The Reel of the 51st Division, West’s
Hornpipe, Macdonald of the Isles, Machine
Without Horses.
Tickets: £16 (students £12.50) inc. supper from:
Andrew Wroe, 7 Castle Mews,
St Thomas Street, Oxford, OX1 1JR.
email: Andrew.Wroe@st-johns.oxon.org.

MAIDENHEAD SCOTTISH DANCING CLUB
Highland Ball
Saturday 28 February, 2009.
7.00 - 11.00pm
Brigidine School, Kings Road, Windsor SL4 2AX
Marian Anderson and her Scottish Dance Band
Programme: Maxwell’s Rant, Mrs Stewart’s Jig, Kilkenny Castle, The Ship in Full Sail, J B
Milne, Wind on Loch Fyne, Findlater Castle, The White Heather Jig, Margaret Parker’s Strathspey, The Irish Rover, Quarries’ Jig, Swiss Lassie, The Dancing Master, Jean Martin of Aberdeen,
Bratach Bana, Miss Hadden’s Reel, The Rev John MacFarlane, The Gentleman, Miss Johnstone of
Ardrossan, The Duke of Perth. Extras: Jennifer’s Jig, Black Mountain Reel.
Tickets £16 including supper (bring your own wine but soft drinks provided)
from: Alan Pfeiffer 64 Wavell Road Maidenhead Berks SL6 5AD.
Tel / Fax 01628 633928 Mobile 07956 233 536
An SAE would be appreciated. Dress Formal.
Visit our website at:- www.maidenheadscottishdancing.org.uk
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DANCE EVENTS (continued)
RSCDS BERKS/HANTS/
SURREY BORDER BRANCH
Christmas Social
Saturday 27 December 2008
Finchampstead Memorial Hall, RG40 4JU
7.45 to 10.45pm
Dancing to recorded music
Bring and share refreshments
Contact Rhoda Finch 01276 681820 or
Peter Loveland 07748 766334
Branch Day School
14 March 2009
Court Moor School, Fleet
Teachers: ..............................Maureen Haynes,
John & Ruby Wilkinson
Musicians for dancers: ........... Robert Mackay,
Ken Martlew & Judith Muir
Music Day School: .................... Nicol McLaren
Contacts:
Dancer’s Workshop & Dance:
Fiona Albinson 0118 9789181
Musician’s Workshop:
Mervyn Short 07713 148192
Branch Ball
16 May 2009
Emmbrook School, Wokingham RG41 1JB
Ian Muir and the Craigellachie Band
Contact Shirley Ferguson 01276 501952
Details of events on website
www.rscds-bhs.org.uk
RSCDS CHELTENHAM BRANCH
Annual Ball
Saturday 10 January 2009
Town Hall, Cheltenham, GL50 1QA.
Ian Muir and the Craigellachie Band
Tickets £20 (including light refreshments)
Programme on website:
www.cheltenhamrscds.btik.com
Weekend School
Sat/Sun 7 - 8 February 2009
Richard Pate School, Cheltenham
Teacher: ...................................... Mervyn Short
Musician: ........................................ Jeremy Hill
Details: Margaret Winterbourne,
tel: 01242 863238
email: mj.winterbourne@btinternet.com
THE GAY GORDONS
Dance Week
16-23 May 2009
Laurieston Hall, Castle Douglas,
Dumfries & Galloway, DG7 2NB
Teacher: John Tyler
For further details, and booking forms, please
contact James Pretlove on 020 7277 1482 or by
email: james@thegaygordons.org
THE LUCY CLARK
SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE CLUB
Charity Dance
In aid of the Pepper Foundation
Saturday 21 February, 2009
Silver Cross Band
Further details and tickets from:
Archie McNair, tel 01494 786654
WEST MACS CHARITY BALL
Saturday 25 April 2009
North London Collegiate School, Edgware
The Craigellachie Band
Programmes and other details in next issue
Enquiries to Jim Henderson
tel: 0208 954 2586
email: jimhendersonuk@aol.com

RSCDS OXFORDSHIRE BRANCH
Burns Night Supper & Dance
Saturday 17 January 2009
7.00 - 11.30 p.m.
Benson Parish Hall OX10 6LZ
The Strathallan Band
Programme: Shiftin’ Bobbins, Mrs Stewart’s Jig,
The Gentleman, Inchmickery, Ladies of Dunse,
The Byron Strathspey, Swiss Lassie, Fifty Years
On, The Dream Catcher, Pelorus Jack, Burns
Hornpipe, Scotch Mist, Les Noces D’Or, Starry
Eyed Lassie, The Piper and the Penguin, Minister
on the Loch, Immigrant Lass, Mrs Macpherson
of Inveran.
Tickets, price £14, from: Trisha Rawlings,
29 Frances Rd, Middle Barton, Oxon OX7 7ET.
Tel: 01869 340830
email: trish@rawlings50cc.plus.com
Day School and Dance
Saturday 21st February 2009
Headington School, Oxford, OX3 7TD
Teachers: ................ Pat Houghton (Edinburgh)
Eric Finley (Ayr), Dennis Tucker (Oxford)
Musicians: ................ ……………….Ian Muir,
Judith Muir, Jeremy Hill
Tickets:- Whole day £22.00
Morning or afternoon class £7.50 each session.
Evening Dance £12.00
Music for the evening dance provided by
Ian Muir and The Craigellachie Band
Evening Dance Programme: Good Hearted
Glasgow, The Sailor, Sugar Candie, Miss Allie
Anderson, None So Pretty, Radcliffe Square, The
Starry Eyed Lassie, The Sauchie Haugh, West’s
Hornpipe, It’s Nae Bother, Plantation Reel, Cape
Town Wedding, The Dancing Master, Milton’s
Welcome, Neidpath Castle, Tribute to the
Borders, Mrs McPherson of Inveran.
Details: Trisha Rawlings
29 Frances Road, Middle Barton,
Chipping Norton, Oxon, OX7 7ET
Tel: 01869 340830
or email: trish@rawlings50cc.plus.com
THISTLE SCOTTISH
COUNTRY DANCE CLUB
33rd New Year Dance
in aid of Breast Cancer Care
Friday 2 January 2009
Thomas Morton Hall, Leith
7.30 - 11.30pm
Alistair Wood & his Scottish Dance Band
Programme: Maxwell’s Rant, It’s Just for Fun,
The Garry Strathspey, The Highland Rambler,
Bonnie Anne, St. Columba’s Strathspey, The
Falls of Rogie, The Rothesay Rant, Jean Martin
of Aberdeen, Argyll’s Farewell to Stirling: The
De’il amang the Tailors, Haddington Assembly,
The Cashmere Shawl, Miss Johnstone of
Ardrossan, Mrs Stewart’s Jig, Schiehallion, The
Plantation Reel, The Dream Catcher, Seton’s
Ceilidh Band, Mairi’s Wedding. Extras:
Georgie’s Jig, The Royal Deeside Railway, The
Moray Rant.
Tickets £15. Details from Bill Hamilton
0131 552 4998, Dorothy Auld 0131 337 4482,
or Marjorie MacRae 01506 854702.
REIGATE SCOTTISH COUNTRY
DANCE CLUB
Advance Notice
Spring Formal Dance
Saturday 14 March 2009
Reigate School, Pendleton Road, Reigate
Green Ginger
Programme in the next issue
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New Year Ball
Saturday 10 January 2009
7.00 - 11.00pm
Aitken Hall, St Andrew’s Church,
Northey Avenue, Cheam SM2 7HF
Strathallan
Programme: Round Reel of Eight, The Jubilee
Jig, Butterscotch and Honey, The Duke and
Duchess of Edinburgh, Tribute to the Borders,
The Robertson Rant, The Triumph, White
Heather Jig, Miss Milligan’s Strathspey, The
Dancing Master, Sugar Candie, The Wild Geese,
Miss Johnstone of Ardrossan, Monymusk,
West’s Hornpipe
Tickets £20 in advance
to include supper and wine
Details from Maggie Westley: 020 8647 9899 /
maggie.westley@rmh.nhs.uk or
Gill Russell: 01372 812821
rusmar@ntlworld.com
WEMBLEY AND DISTRICT SCOTTISH
ASSOCIATION
Annual Ball
28 February 2009
7.30 - 11.30pm
Venue: Eastman’s Hall, Kodak, Harrow View,
Harrow, HA2 6QQ
The Craigellachie Band
Programme: Pelorus Jack, Scott Meikle,
Kinfauns Castle, MacLeod’s Fancy, Falls of
Rogie, The Silver Tassie, Spiffin’, Bratach Bana,
S-Locomotion, Father Connelly’s Jig: Miss
Johnstone of Ardrossan, Wembley’s GEM,
James Gray, Mairi’s Wedding, The Dream
Catcher, Equilibrium, Plantation Reel, Minister
on the Loch, The Dancing Master, The Reel of
the Royal Scots.
Tickets £16.00, and further details from:
Mrs Patricia Hamilton, 7 Boldmere Road,
Eastcote, Pinner, Middlx HA5 1PJ
Tel: 020 8866 2841

BRANDED GARMENTS
A range of garments including Tee Shirts,
fitted Ladies Tees, Polo Shirts and Sweatshirts
is available sporting the Branch logo. These
garments are offered in a range of colours and
sizes and children’s sizes are also available.
Order forms are available from
Jeff Robertson on tel: 01903 245718;
020 7730 9633;
jtr@ctg.co.uk, or from the Branch website:
www.rscdslondon.org.uk.
These quality garments are modestly priced as
follows, postage and packing being charged at
cost as appropriate:Tee Shirts
£9
Ladies Tees
£11
Polo Shirts
£15
Sweatshirts
£16
There are two logo styles, a discreet
embroidered logo on the left breast for
Sweatshirts and Polo Shirts and a larger
version incorporating our website address, for
printing on the backs of Tee Shirts and Ladies
Tees.
On light garments the logo will be as above,
but with a gold crown and silver lettering on
the darker garments. Please continue to
support your Branch.
Jeff Robertson

OTHER SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE ORGANISATIONS
ABINGDON SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE CLUB Dancing most Mondays,
8.00 - 10.15pm, Sept to June at Northcourt Centre, Abingdon, nr
Oxford. All welcome. Details/map: www.geocities.com/abscdc or
Rowena Fowler, 01865 361129.
ADDLESTONE & DISTRICT SCOTTISH SOCIETY meets Wednesdays 8.1510.15pm September to May at the Brook Memorial Hall, Ottershaw,
KT16 0HG. Details from Val Clack, 01932 845869.
ALDRINGTON (HOVE) SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE GROUP meet every
Tuesday 8.15-10.30pm, September to June. Details from John Steer,
57 Hangleton Rd, Hove, E. Sussex BN3 7GH. Tel: 01273 416893.
BERKHAMSTED STRATHSPEY & REEL CLUB meets in Potten End Village
Hall. Social dancing: Tuesdays 8.15 September to May, Sat.
gardens June/July. Classes: Mondays 8pm: Intermediate and
Advanced, Tuesdays 8.15: Beginners. Contact: Judy Roythorne, 1,
Pine Close, North Road, Berkhamsted, Herts HP4 3BZ Tel. 01442
875496 www.berkhamstedreelclub.org
BOURNEMOUTH BRANCH RSCDS meets every Friday at St. Mark’s New
Church Hall, Wallisdown Road, Talbot Village, Bournemouth.
Newcomers and Beginners 7.00-8.30pm. Improvers/Intermediate 8.45
-10.15pm. Weekly children’s classes. Technique class by invitation –
alternate Wednesdays. Details from Margaret Robson, 24 Upper Golf
Links Rd, Broadstone, Dorset BH18 8BX. Tel: 01202 698138.
BRIGHTON BRANCH RSCDS. Classes for beginners, intermediate and
advanced, country and highland, adults and children. Details from Ray
on 01273 684417 or Bill on 01273 731927.
www.rscdsbrighton.org.uk
BRIGHTON & HOVE SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE CLUB meets Thursdays
7.30-10pm at Balfour Junior School, Balfour Road, Brighton. Details
from Carol Catterall, 01273 564963.
BURNS CLUB OF LONDON holds lively meetings in central London,
usually including live music, on second Monday of the month as
well as a superb Burns Supper. Details: Jim Henderson 020
8954 2586, jimhendersonuk@aol.com.
CAMBERLEY REEL CLUB. Dancing every Tuesday 8pm at St. Paul’s
Church Hall, Church Hill, Camberley. Details from Rhoda Finch, 20
Redcrest Gardens, Camberley, Surrey GU15 2DU. Tel: 01276 681820.
CAMBRIDGE & DISTRICT BRANCH RSCDS. Classes for all grades. Details
from Tony Garrick, 29 Illingworth Way, Foxton, Cambridge, CB22 6RY.
Tel. 01223 510201. email: anthony.garrick@ntlworld.com.
CAMBRIDGE SCOTTISH SOCIETY ScottishCountry Dancing and other
events.. Dance Circle meets every Thursday 8pm from Sept to June.
Details www.camscotsoc.org.uk or phone Rachel Schicker 01223
364557
CHELTENHAM BRANCH RSCDS Advanced class Mondays 7.30-9.30pm.
General class Thursdays 7.30-9.30pm. Bettridge School, Cheltenham.
Also a Beginners class. Details: Margaret Winterbourne, 01242 863238.
CHELTENHAM SCOTTISH SOCIETY. Dancing most Friday nights 7.30 to
10.30pm from October to end May, at St Andrew’s Church Hall,
Cheltenham. Details: Mrs Doreen Steele, 45 Dark Lane, Swindon
Village, Cheltenham, GL51 9RN. Tel: 01242 528220,
mbsteele45@aol.com.
CHESHAM: THE LUCY CLARK SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE CLUB meets
Thursdays 8.00pm, White Hill Centre, Chesham HP5 1AG. Details:
Dick Field, Stonefield House, Clappins Lane, Naphill, Bucks HP14 4SL.
Tel: 01494 562231
CHISWICK SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCING CLUB in the Upper Hall at St
Michael’s & All Angels’ Church, corner of The Avenue and Bath Rd.
(turn right out of Turnham Green Tube), W4. Sundays until 29 Jun. 6
Jul Midsummer Madness in Chiswick House grounds. Restart 14 Sep.
Beginners 6.30 – 7.30, General Class 7.30 – 9.15. all levels welcome.
Details: 020 8743 9385 (aftn’ns) also www.chiswickscottish.org.uk
CIRENCESTER SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE CLUB meets most
Wednesdays 8:00 - 10:00pm September to end June at the Bingham
Hall, King Street, Cirencester. Details Mr A.E.L. Bush, Lake View
House, Withington, Glos. GL54 4 BN. 01242890454,
tmbush@btopenworld.com
CRAWLEY SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCING CLUB meets Thursdays 8.00
to 10.00pm September to June at Milton Mount Community Hall,
Milton Mount Avenue, Pound Hill, Crawley. Details: Mrs Pip Graham, 57
Milton Mount Ave, Pound Hill, Crawley, W. Sussex RH10 3DP, tel: 01293
882173.
CROYDON & DISTRICT BRANCH: Branch classes:- General, incl
Beginners with technique Coulsdon (Fri). Advanced (Wed) Coulsdon.
Other classes in the area: Beginners: Reigate & Selsdon (Tues): Gen:
Reigate (Mon); Advanced: Reigate (Thurs.). Details: Dorothy Pearson
01737 551724, www.rscdscroydon.org.uk
EALING SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE CLUB meets Thurs. 8-10pm.
September to May at St Andrew’s Church Centre, Mount Park Road,
Ealing, W5. Details: Rena Stewart, 56 Meadvale Road, Ealing, W5
1NR, tel: 020 8998 6419.
EPPING FOREST SCOTTISH ASSOCIATION Club night Mondays (all year)
8-10 pm at Woodford Green Prep School, Glengall Road, Woodford
Green, Essex IG8 0BZ. Details: John Tanner 020 8504 1632.
www.efsa.org.uk, john@efsa.org.uk.
EPSOM & DISTRICT CALEDONIAN ASSOCIATION. Dance classes,
including beginners, (September to March). Many other activities
including frequent informal dances. Details from Brian Burgess, 72
Seymour Avenue, Ewell, Epsom, Surrey KT17 2RR. Tel: 020 8786
7452.
FARNHAM SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCING CLUB. Dancing every
Tuesday at 8.00pm, September to May at the Memorial Hall, West
Street, Farnham, Surrey. Details from Mrs Annette Owen, 47
Beauclerk Green, Winchfield, Hook, Hants RG27 8BF. Tel: 01252
845187.
FELTHAM & DISTRICT SCOTTISH ASSOCIATION meets Tuesdays
8.00pm, September to mid-July at the White House Community
Centre, The Avenue, Hampton. Details from Ann or Paul Brown, tel:
01784 462456 or mobile 07801 160643. Email: p@ulfbrown.co.uk
FLEET SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE SOCIETY dance in Church Crookham
Memorial Hall in Hampshire on alternate Saturdays from 7.3011.00pm, September to May. Full details from Vikki Spencer, 24 Park
Hill, Church Crookham, Fleet GU52 6PW. Tel: 01252 691922.

GERRARDS CROSS SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE CLUB meets at
Memorial Centre, East Common Road, Gerrards Cross on Tuesdays 8
to 10pm, end of September to J une. Detai ls:
info@gxscottish.org.uk or from Mrs B MacKenzie Ross 01494
874604.
GREENFORD AND DISTRICT CALEDONIAN ASSOC. meet at the British
Legion Hall, Oldfield Lane, Greenford. Visitors welcome. Tuesdays 8.00
to 10.30 p.m. Details from Mrs P. Crisp, 19 Compton Place, Watford,
Herts WD19 5HF. Tel: 0203 078 0018.
GUILDFORD SCDC meets at Onslow Village Hall, Wilderness Road,
Guildford most Mondays at 8.00pm from September to April. Teacher
Paul Plummer, 01252 404639.
HAMPSTEAD & DISTRICT SCOTS’ ASSOCIATION Dancing on Tuesdays
Sept.-June from 8.00-10.00pm in Elderkin Hall, Trinity Church,
Methodist and United Reformed, 90 Hodford Road, Golders Green,
London NW11 (Entrance in Rodborough Road). All welcome. Details:
Miss Joan Burgess, 503A York Road, London SW18 1TF. 020 8870
6131.
HARPENDEN SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCING CLUB meets every Tuesday
at 8.00pm at Lourdes Hall, Southdown Road, Harpenden. Classes on
Thursdays from 8.00pm. Details from Phil Bray, 25 St. Olams Close,
Luton, Beds LU3 2LD. Tel: 01582 617734.
HARROW & DISTRICT CALEDONIAN SOCIETY. Classes Wednesdays 8.15
-10.15pm, St.Albans Church Hall, Norwood Drive (off The Ridgeway),
North Harrow. Details of these and other activities from Jane Forbes, 7
Buckland Rise, Pinner HA5 3QR. Tel: 020 8428 6055.
HAYES & DISTRICT SCOTTISH ASSOCIATION meets Fridays 8-10pm,
September to July in Hayes, Middx. Beginners and experienced
dancers welcome. Details: Margaret Wallace, Tel: 020 8560 6160.
HERTSMERE REEL CLUB. Monthly dances on third Saturday (exc. Aug &
Sept) 7.30-11.00pm, Tilbury Hall (URC), Darkes Lane, Potters Bar.
Details: Mary Fouracre, 171 Dunraven Drive, Enfield, EN2 8LN. Tel: 020
8367 4201.
HESTON & DISTRICT SCOTTISH ASSOCIATION. Thursdays 8.15 to
10.15pm. September to July, tuition followed by social dancing. Also
monthly Saturday dances and ceilidhs. All at Heston Methodist Church
Hall. Details from Mrs Rosemary Mitchell, Tel: 01784 254401.
JERSEY CALEDONIA SCD GROUP. Contacts: Helen McGugan, La Pelotte,
La Rue a Don, Grouville, Jersey JE3 9GB Tel/Fax 01534 854459; Alan
Nicolle 01534 484375, alan.nicolle@yahoo.co.uk; or Brenda Gale
01534 862357. See blog: www.scottishcountrydancingjersey.blogspot.com.
ISLE OF THANET SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCERS meet Wednesdays
September to June at Holy Trinity & St. John’s C. of E. Primary School,
St. John’s Road, Margate. Beginners 7.00-8.00pm. General 8.0010.00pm. Details: Mrs Linda McRitchie, 60 Bradstow Way,
Broadstairs, Kent. 01843 869284.
LEIGH-ON-SEA CALEDONIAN DANCERS meet every MONDAY except
Bank Holidays and during July/August at St James’ Church Hall,
Elmsleigh Drive, Leigh-on-Sea, Essex SS9 4DP from 7.15 – 10pm.
Tuition given. Contact www.leighcaledonian.info or Rob on 01702 354414.
LEICESTER BRANCH RSCDS meets Thursdays, Holy Cross Centre,
Wellington St., Leicester. 4 classes – Beginners, Intermediates, Social,
Advanced. 7.30-8.30p.m., followed by Social dancing until 10p.m. Also
Tuesdays 1.30-3.45p.m. General class at same venue. Contact: Mrs.
Pamela Hood 0016 2753886, jdjimps@aol.com.
LONDON HIGHLAND CLUB meets regularly at St. Columba's, Pont Street,
SW1. Some major functions held at other London venues. Details:
adverts in The Reel or contact Frank Bennett, 12 Lingfield Road,
Worcester Park, Surrey KT4 8TG. 020 8715 3564. Dial-a-programme
service: 020 8763 8096. www.londonhighlandclub.co.uk
MAIDENHEAD SCOTTISH DANCING CLUB meets every Tuesday 8.00pm
at St. Mary's R.C. School, Cookham Road, Maidenhead. First Tuesday
in the month is Social Dancing Evening. Details: Jane Courtier, 16 Ostler
Gate, Maidenhead, Berks SL6 6SG, 01628 628372.
maidenheadscottishdancing.org.uk.
MAIDSTONE (COBTREE) SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE GROUP meets
every Wednesday 7.30-10pm at The Grove Green Community Hall,
Maidstone. Details from Jane Masters, 251 Robin Hood Lane, Blue Bell
Hill, Chatham, Kent ME5 9QU. Tel. 01634 864007.
MARKET HARBOROUGH SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE SOCIETY. Dancing
at Fairfield Road School, Fairfield Road, Market Harborough. Tuesday
7.30-10.00pm. Details: Mrs Connie Elphick, “Lazonby”, 9 Little Lunnon,
Dunton Bassett, Lutterworth, Leics LE17 5JR. 01455 209446.
MEDWAY AND DISTRICT CALEDONIAN ASSOCIATION. Dancing
Thursdays 8.00-10.15pm at St. Mary’s Island Community Centre,
Chatham. Beginners welcome. Many other activities. Details: Liz
Bowden, Meadow Cottage, Green Farm Lane, Lower Shorne,
Gravesend, Kent, DA12 3HL. tel 01474 822919.
MEOPHAM SCD CLUB meets every Monday evening from September June at 8.15-10.15pm at the Village Hall Meopham. Details from Mrs
Jane Whittington. 5 Coldharbour Rd. Northfleet.Kent.DA11 8AE, 01474
359018.
MID SUSSEX CALEDONIAN SOCIETY. Events throughout the year at
various venues. Members of SASS. Classes held before St. Andrews/
Burns. Contact David Anderson, 8 Tindal Close, Burgess Hill, West
Sussex, RH15 0LB. 01444 244854, madaanderson@hotmail.com
MILTON KEYNES BRANCH RSCDS. Mixed ability class Mondays 8.0010.00pm. Bradwell Village Hall, Milton Keynes. Details: Jan Jones, 52
Aintree Close, Bletchley, Milton Keynes. MK3 5LP. 01908
378730,jange@verybusy.co.uk
NORTH HERTS REEL CLUB. Dancing most Wednesdays 8.00-10.00pm.
from September to May at Roecroft School, Stotfold. Informal Saturday
Dances. Details: Mrs Jennifer Warburton, 17 Victoria Road, Shefford,
Beds. SG17 5AL. Tel: 01462 812691.
NORTH KENT SCOTTISH ASSOCIATION. Dancing 7.45-10.00pm. most
Wednesdays at Barnehurst Golf Club. Beginners welcome. Details:
Nigel Hewitt, 227 Knights Rd, Hoo, Rochester, Kent, ME3 9JN. Tel. 01634
254451.
ORPINGTON & DISTRICT CALEDONIAN SOCIETY. Dancing every Thursday
8.00-10.15pm. at Petts Wood Memorial Hall. Beginners/Improvers
Class Every Monday 8.00-10.15pm at St. Pauls, Crofton Road,
Orpington. Details: Pam. French, 20 Beaumont Road, Petts Wood,
Orpington, Kent, BR5 1JN. 01689 873511.
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OXFORDSHIRE BRANCH RSCDS. Dancing on Thursdays throughout the
year in Oxford. Details: Patricia Rawlings, 29 Frances Road, Middle
Barton, Chipping Norton, Oxon OX7 7ET. Tel: 01869 340830.
READING ST. ANDREW’S SCOTTISH DANCING SOCIETY. Dancing at St.
Andrew’s URC, London Road, Reading from 8.00-10.00pm.
September to May, Tuesdays (elementary) and Wednesdays
(general). Details: Rita Cane, 45 Beech Lane, Earley, Reading RG6
5PT. Tel: 0118 975 7507, www.scottishdancingreading.org.
RICHMOND CALEDONIAN SOCIETY meets at the Oddfellows Hall,
Parkshot, Richmond, every Wednesday evening at 8.00pm from mid
Sept. to end of May. All welcome. Information contact 020 8977
4304.
SANDERSTEAD URC SCOTTISH DANCE GROUP. Dancing Tuesdays
8.00pm Sanderstead URC Hall, Sanderstead Hill, S. Croydon. Details:
Graeme Wood, 01883 627797 or gwood@gna.cc.
ST. ANDREW SOCIETY (LONDON). The Wimbledon and District Scots’
Association. Dancing Tuesdays 8.00pm at Wimbledon Community
Centre, St. Georges Road, Wimbledon, SW19. Details: Miss Alison
Raffan, 2 Erridge Road, Merton Park, London, SW19 3JB. 020 8540
1755. www.geocities.com/standrewsoclondon.
ST. COLUMBA’S CHURCH OF SCOTLAND, Pont Street. Scottish Country
Dancing most Mondays from Oct to May, 7.15-10pm. Admission free
except for six ‘Band Nights’ when tickets cost £7 inc. supper (Burns
Night £10). Beginners welcome and there is a step practice usually
on the third Monday of the month. Further details: Bob Harman: 020
8642 7192, bobandmegharman@aol.com.
ST. JOHN’S’s SDC WOKINGHAM: meet every Thurs 8-10.15pm Sept to
June at St. Sebastian’s Hall, Nine Mile Ride, Wokingham. All
standards welcome. Sue Davis 01344 774344, 2 Larkswood Dr,
Crowthorne. Also Childrens’ Class Sats. 9.30 - 11.00am at the Parish
Hall, Crowthorne, Deborah Draffin 01344 776831.
ST. NINIAN’S SCOTTISH DANCERS, Luton meet every Wednesday,
September to July 8.00-10.00pm at St. Ninian’s UR Church, Villa
Road,Luton, Beds. Contact: Pat Hamilton, 01462 671156 or Sheila
Harris, 01525 875060.
SEVENOAKS REEL CLUB meets every Tuesday from September to May,
8.00-10.00pm at Kippington Church Centre, Kippington Rd,
Sevenoaks. Details: Penelope Fisk, Sunnybank Cottages, 15
Maidstone Road, Riverhead, Sevenoaks, Kent TN13 3BY. Tel: 01732
457327.
SHENE SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE GROUP meets every Wednesday
from mid-September to May 8.30-10.30pm, in Barnes. Further info:
Evelyn Bremner, 49a Lime Grove. New Malden, KT3 3TP, Tel 020
8949 4469.
SIDCUP & DISTRICT CALEDONIAN ASSOCIATION. Dancing on
Wednesdays from 8.00-10.15pm throughout the year at Hurst
Community Centre, Hurst Road, Sidcup, Kent. Details: Pauline
Cameron,7 Wayne Close, Orpington, Kent BR6 9TS. Tel 01689
838395.
SOUTH DORSET CALEDONIAN SOCIETY. Dancing at St. Edmund's
Church Hall, Lanehouse Rocks Road, Weymouth, Dorset,
Wednesday, 7.30-10.00pm. Details from Miss Valerie Scriven, 13
Fenway Close, Dorchester Dorset DT1 1PQ. Tel: 01305 265177.
SOUTH EAST ESSEX SCOTTISH SOCIETY. Dancing Fridays, 7.30 to
10.30pm, St. Peter’s Church Hall, Eastbourne Grove, Southend (near
hospital). Tuition 7.30-9.00pm. Details Mrs Edna Carroll, 01702
428974.
SOUTH EAST HERTS SCDS. Classes in Hertford, Sept to May: Inter/Adv
Tues 7.45pm, Bengeo School, Hertford; Beginners Thurs 7.30pm.
Millmead School, Hertford. Demonstration Alt. Mons 8.0pm. St John’s
Hall, Hertford. Details: Mrs Maureen Ainsworth, 01279 434342.
SOUTHWICK SCD CLUB meets Thursdays 8.00-10.15pm at Southwick
Community Centre, Southwick, W. Sussex. Details: Brenda Hinton,
01273 595017.
SURBITON & DISTRICT CALEDONIAN SOCIETY. Dancing every Thursday
at 8pm. September to June at St. Mark's Church Hall, Church Hill
Road, Surbiton. Details: David Horwill, 32 Wolsey Road, Sunbury-onThames, Middx TW16 7TY. 01932 784866. surbitoncaledonian.co.uk.
THE SCOTTISH CLANS ASSOCIATION OF LONDON meets at St.
Columba's Church, Pont Street, London SW1, every Tuesday from
October to end of May for Scottish Country Dancing, 7.00-10.00pm.
Details: Tom Symington, 020 7834 7151 or 020 7828 6792.
TUNBRIDGE WELLS BRANCH RSCDS. Beginners/intermediate classes
on Tues 7.30-10pm and advanced classes Thurs 8-10pm at St
Augustine’s School, Wilman Road, Tunbridge Wells. Details: Sue
Bush, 33 St Luke’s Road, Tunbridge Wells, TN4 9JH. Tel: 01892
615269 www.rscdstunbridgewells.org.uk.
WALLINGTON, CARSHALTON & DISTRICT SCOTTISH ASSOCIATION
hold weekly adult Classes for, Intermediate and Advanced levels on
Monday evenings. Details from Mrs Maggie Westley, 30 Stanley
Road, Carshalton, Surrey SM5 4LF. Tel: +44 (0) 20 8647 9899,
westley3148@tiscali.co.uk. www.wallingtonscottish.org.uk.
WATFORD & WEST HERTS SCOTTISH SOCIETY. General and Beginners/
Improvers Classes at Bushey Community Centre, High Street, Bushey
WD23 1TT. Thursdays from 8.00-10.00pm. Details: Stuart Kreloff, 60,
Tunnel Wood Road, Watford WD17 4GE. 01923 492475,
reel@WatfordScottish.org.uk.
WAVERLEY SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE CLUB meets at Holy Trinity
Church Hall, Winchester, every Thursday from September to the end
of June, 8.00-10.00pm. Details: Mrs Pat Mumford, 02380 252570.
WEMBLEY & DISTRICT SCOTTISH ASSOCIATION Mondays 8.00pm.
Dance Class. The Church of the Ascension, The Avenue, Wembley,
Middx. Details: Mrs Pam Crisp, 19 Compton Place, Watford. WD19
5HF. Tel: 0203 078 0018.
WINCHESTER BRANCH RSCDS Classes Tuesdays 8.00-10.00pm.
Club night (all abilities) Wednesday 8.00-10.00pm. Both evenings
take place at St. Peter’s School, Oliver’s Battery Rd North,
Winchester. Details: Wendy Mumford (teacher), 20 Blendon Drive,
Andover, SP10 3NQ. 01264 363293, wendy@mumford.com.
WITHAM & DISTRICT CALEDONIAN SOCIETY. Dancing every
Wednesday 8.00-10.00pm. The Centre, UR Church, Witham, Essex.
Details from Maureen Manson, tel: 01206 210927.

TAKE THE FLOOR
COMES TO LONDON
At the beginning of November Robbie Shepherd
came down to Cecil Sharp House to record the
St. Andrew’s Day edition of ‘Take the Floor’
with Frank Reid and his Band. There were lots of
Branch members present including the
Demonstration team enjoying the dancing with
Andrew Kellett as the MC, the singing of Nicky
Spence (the ‘new Kenneth McKellar’) and the
piping of John Angus Smith, who regularly
features in the prize lists of top competitions and
whose family hail from Uist.
Two sets from the London Demonstration team
danced the jig St. Andrew’s Fair and the
strathspey and reel medley Schiehallion, which is
almost as much fun to watch as it is to dance.
James Fairbairn from the team commented
‘Although it is a radio show we felt that, a bit like
BBC radio newsreaders in bygone times, we
should be looking our best so we turned out in
formal wear, the men taking especial care to
assure the correct alignment of their bow ties.’
The programme was broadcast on Radio
Scotland on 29 November.
Above:
Compère Robbie Shepherd is joined by MC
Andrew Kellett and Frank Reid, Sheena Reid
(piano), Bill Hogan (drummer) and Fiona Leggett
(fiddle) at the conclusion of an excellent evening of
Ceilidh Dancing.

Pics on this page by Stephen Webb

Right:
Great music from Frank,
great demo. from Angela and London Branch Dem,
and excellent presenting from BBC star of
Take the Floor Robbie Shepherd
combine to make a very talented trio indeed!
Below:
Iris Ronayne and Steve Johnstone turn with
rapidity in Strip the Willow to the exciting
playing of Frank Reid and his Band

PETRONELLA

Mail order only from
181 Bourn View Road, Netherton,
Huddersfield, HD4 7JS.
Telephone 01484 661196
Kilt Pins, brooches, sashes,
Dancing shoes, Books.
Price list on request

London Branch 75th Anniversary CD

e-mail jean.
petronella@btopenworld.com

Where else can you hear, on one CD, most of the bands who play
regularly in London and the South-East?

House of Tartans

This compilation CD of music
for dances recently published
in the London 75th
Anniversary book, includes six
different bands and one track
by a piper, each band having
its own unique sound.

HAND MADE KILTS
AND OUTFITS QUICKLY
Visits by appointment
89 Alexandra Road
Peterborough, PE1 3DG

Available from the Branch bookstall for £12 or buy the book and CD together for just £15 +P&P.
Hurry while stocks last!
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