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Issue No 265 will be with UK based members by 1 September 2008 unless delayed in the post. Contributions for that issue should be sent preferably by email to 
editor@rscdslondon.org.uk. Postal contributions should be sent to Wilson Nicol, 14 Great Woodcote Park, Purley, Surrey CR8 3QS to arrive by 2 August 2008. 

(Issue No 266 will arrive by 1 December 2008). 
The opinions expressed by contributors in The Reel do not necessarily reflect the official position of the RSCDS, nor of the Branch. 

Published by the LONDON BRANCH of the ROYAL SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE SOCIETY 
www. rscdslondon.org.uk                                                     Registered Charity number 1067690 

No 264 MAY to AUGUST 2008 

Dancing is FUN! 
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Branch Beginners Class with teacher Moira Strutt (left) at the Mingle in March Dance. From left to right: Amanda Moozyckine, James 
Howe, Danuta Orlowska, Alan Matthew, Veronica Byrom, Bob Schad, Janet Parrot, Sue Seal, Carole Schad and Catherine Milburn 
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MUSICAL MAY  
Dance to the Musicians 
Saturday 10 May 2008 

7.00-10.30pm. 
St. Columba’s Church Hall,  

Pont St. SW1X 0BD 
Gordon Simpson and the  

Musicians 
Lamb Skinnet  .......................................... 14/12 
Catch the Wind  ......................................... 45/5 
Bridge of Nairn  ....................................... 13/11 
The Diamond Jubilee ................................. 31/1 
The Clansman ............................................ 32/8 
The Lea Rig  ............................................... 21/5 
Pelorus Jack ............................................... .41/1 
Glasgow Lassies ........................................ .34/3 
Flowers of Edinburgh ................................. .1/6 

Miss Allie Anderson  ................................ .L.16 
The Reverend John Macfarlane ............... ..37/1 
The Braes of Breadalbane ................. …….21/7 
Quarries’ Jig  .................... ………………..36/3 
Johnnie’s Welcome Hame ................... …..32/1 
The Dream Catcher  .................. ………….45/9 
Miss Hadden’s Reel ..................... ………..23/5 
Neidpath Castle .................... ………….Haynes 
Duke of Perth  ....................... …………….. 1/8 

Admission £7.50 members,  
£8.50 non members, £2.00 Children,  

members’ children admitted free. 

RSCDS 
SUBSCRIPTION 

RATES 
As was mentioned in the report from 
the Society AGM in the December 
Reel, the RSCDS subscription rate 
increases to £15 from the middle of 
2 0 0 8 .  T h e  L o n d o n  B r a n c h 
subscription remains the same.  Thus 
all new and renewing combined 
subscriptions falling due after 30 
June for the Society and Branch will 
be £19.00 per annum for UK based 
members, £19.50 for Europe, and 
£21.50 elsewhere. Under 25s  have a 
discount of £3.00 

The nearest underground station is Harrow on the Hill. 
Harrow School is 10 to 15 minutes walk east along 
Lowlands Road (A404) and then right into Peterborough 
Road to Garlands Lane, first on left. The 258 bus from 
Harrow on the Hill tube station heading towards South 
Harrow drops passengers just below Garlands Lane – it’s 
about a 5 min ride. The same bus travels from South 
Harrow tube station also past Garlands Lane. (Note that the 
fare is £2 now for any length of journey.)  Taxis are 
available from the station.  Ample car parking is available 
on each side at the foot of Garlands Lane and the dancing 
area is located on the grass just beyond the car parks.  For 
those with computers and the appropriate programme, the 
post code is HA1 3DY. Dancers are welcome to arrive 
with picnics from 1pm onwards. 

Admission to the dancing: £7.50 (£6 in advance).  
Dancing children £1.50. Young children free.  

Tickets (and map if requested) in advance from Jeff 
Robertson, 31 Alinora Avenue, Goring By Sea, West 

Sussex, BN12 4NA. Please enclose a 6”x4” s.a.e. Cheques 
payable to RSCDS (London Branch). Jeff Robertson, tel 

01903 245718,  email: jtr@ctg.co.uk.If the weather appears 
doubtful, the decision to relocate to the adjacent Sports 
Centre will be made at 1.00 pm on the day. Call 07843 

380757 for decision.   

‘SUMMER ASSEMBLY’ PICNIC  DANCE 
In the grounds of Harrow School on Saturday 28 June 2008 from 2.00-6.00pm.  

Dancing to David Hall and his Band 

Programme 
1.  Good Hearted Glasgow …..Knapman 
2 . The Reel of the 51st. Division …13/10 
3 . The Silver Tassie ………….….L. 30 
4.  The Wild Geese …………….…. 24/3 
5 . The Virginia Reel  
6 . Neidpath Castle ………………...22/9 
7.  Cumberland Reel ……….………1/11 
8.  Seann Truibhas Willichan ……...27/9 
9.  The Eightsome Reel ……………2/12 
 

10. The Dashing White Sergeant …..3/2 
11. The Happy Meeting …………..29/9 
12. Cape Town Wedding ………….39/4 
13. The White Cockade ….………..5/11 
14. Joe MacDiarmid’s Jig …..5 for 82/3 
15. The Dream Catcher …………..45/9 
16. Joie de Vivre …….……………39/2 
17. The  Birks of Invermay ……….16/2 
18. The Montgomeries’ Rant ...…..10/1 
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ROYAL 
SCOTTISH 
COUNTRY 
DANCE SOCIETY 
 

Patron - H.M. The Queen 
 
 

HEADQUARTERS:  
12 Coates Crescent, Edinburgh, EH3 7AF. 
Tel: 0131 225 3854; Fax: 0131 225 7783, 

e-mail: info@rscds.org. 
www.rscds.org. 

 

LONDON BRANCH 
 

Hon. President: 
Mary Stoker 

 

Hon. Vice-Presidents: 
Mary Barker, Stella Booth, Ellen Garvie,  

Jenny Greene, Marie Jamieson,  
John Laurie, Owen Meyer, Rosemary Tilden. 

 

Chairman: 
Rachel Wilton, 

31 Kemsing Road, London SE10 0LL.  
Tel: 020 8858 7729. 

e-mail: wiltonrachel@hotmail.com 
 

Vice-Chairman: 
Jeff Robertson, 

31 Alinora Avenue, 
Goring by Sea, 

West Sussex BN12 4NA. 
Tel: 01903 245718. 

e-mail: jtr@ctg.co.uk 
 

Hon. Secretary: 
Stewart Murray, 

139 Cottenham Park Road, 
London, SW20 0DW. 
Tel: 020 8946 3150. 

e-mail: stewart.murray@btinternet.com 
 

Hon. Treasurer: 
Simon Wales, 

Flat 6, 86 Worcester Rd, Sutton,  
Surrey SM2 6QQ.  Tel: 020 8643 0952. 

e-mail: simon_wales@talk21.com 
 

SUB-COMMITTEES 
Youth: ................. Andrew Kellett, Angela Young 
Classes: ............ .Moira Strutt, Gillian Bloomfield, 

Margaret Catchick (Day School), Pamela Ellam, 
Lena Robinson, Margaret Shaw 

Dances: .......... Rachel Wilton, Gillian Bloomfield, 
Margaret Catchick, Jeff Robertson,  

Angela Young 
Demonstrations: .James Fairbairn, Angela Young 
Publicity: .... .Rosalind Zuridis, Lindsay Jenkins*, 

Rita Marlow*, Wilson Nicol (Reel),  
Meryl Thomson*(website) 

Open-air Dances: ....................... James Fairbairn, 
 Jeff Robertson 

Membership: ................................ Gaynor Curtis* 
Bookstall:  ...................................... Ian Anderson* 
Central Council of Physical Recreation: 

Marie Jamieson*, Simon Wales. 
Hon Archivist: ...............................Iris Anderson* 
S E Branches: ...... .Andrew Kellett, Simon Wales 
Combined Societies: ..................... .Rachel Wilton 

*Indicates a non-Executive Committee member. 
Website 

www.rscdslondon.org.uk  
 

Objects of London Branch 
To advance the education of the public in the 
London area in traditional Scottish Country 
Dancing, in particular by: 
 a) preserving and furthering the practice of 
traditional Scottish Country Dances; 
 b) providing or assisting in providing instruction 
in the dancing of Scottish Country Dances; 
 c) promoting the enjoyment and appreciation of 
Scottish Country Dancing and Music by any 
suitable means. 

CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS 
Members will find the Branch Annual Report 
enclosed with this issue of The Reel. This will be 
discussed at our AGM on 13 June (see adjacent 
column). Even if you are not able to attend the 
meeting please take a look at the report and 
forward plan; think about what the Branch is 
doing on your behalf. Have we got it right? 
Should we be doing more? Come to the meeting 
and let the Committee know your views. Have 
tea with other members and enjoy the dancing 
afterwards. 
   Families gathered to dance together in March. 
Who enjoyed it most – the adults or the children? 
We all had a splendid day, and later on many 
dancers with a range of experience came to 
‘Mingle in March’ – lots of sensitive help offered 
to those who were not quite sure made it a very 
happy occasion for all. 
   There is plenty of dancing now that summer is 
upon us – we have our ‘June Jig’ and then our 
garden dance in the grounds of Harrow School – 
it MUST be fine this year! (See front page). 
Winter Mondays have their final Band Night on 
19 May and Summer Tuesdays start on 10 June. 
Peruse the events pages and see how much 
dancing there is available. 
   Now is the time to send next year’s events for 
The Dance Diary and classes for the South East 
Classes list – these will be distributed with the 
September Reel, and both will also be on our 
constantly updated website (see column 3). 
   Members will have read in the last Reel that 
after a lot of discussion at the Society AGM it 
was agreed to increase the subscription to the 
Society from 1 July 2008 (see front page). It is 
four years since there was an increase and I hope 
that everyone will continue to renew their 
subscription and support the work of the 
organisation that does undoubtedly make 
possible the Scottish Country Dancing we all 
enjoy. How grateful we are to the people who 
have paid their subscriptions over the last 80 plus 
years so that we have dancing today; we must do 
the same for future generations of dancers. The 
good news is that London Branch subscription is 
remaining the same! 
   Now that I have reached the end of my term of 
office I should like to thank everyone for their 
support, particularly fellow Committee members. 
It has been an honour to serve as chairman of 
London Branch with its long and active history; I 
am confident that with the support of the 
members working together the Branch will 
continue to provide for the well being of Scottish 
Dancing. See you on the dance floor! 

Rachel Wilton 

EDITORIAL 
Dancing is a living art 
and as such changes 
continuously. When Mrs 
Stewart  and Jean 
Milligan founded the 
Society to save country 
dancing from oblivion 
they were faced with a 

major problem: what form of each dance would 
be preserved. Time and access to old records was 
limited but they at least made the choice which is 
with us today.  Since then numerous interested 
researchers have delved into the past and pro-
duced a mine of information (or to some, a can 
of worms). One of our experienced teachers, 
Colin Robertson, now in the USA draws our 
attention to the need to honour the painstaking 
research into country dancing. Some of this work 
appears from time to time in The Reel. How do 
our readers think these researchers should be 
acknowledged? 

Wilson Nicol 

ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING 

The AGM of the London Branch of the Royal 
Scottish Country Dance Society will be held at St 
Columba's Church (Upper Hall), Pont Street, 
London, SW1X 0BD on Friday 13 June 2008.  
Tea will be served at 6:30pm and the meeting 
will commence at 7:30pm. There will be dancing 
after the meeting. Note the revised times.   

AGENDA 
 1 Apologies for Absence 
 2  Approval of minutes of the 2007 AGM 
 3 Matters arising from the minutes 
 4 Report on the year’s Branch Activities  
 5 Treasurer’s Report and Statement of  
       Accounts 

 6  Appointment of Honorary President and 
        Honorary Vice-Presidents 

 7 Appointment of Officers and Committee of 
        Management 

 8 Appointment of Auditors 
 9 Election of Branch Delegates to the Society 
        AGM 

 10 Any other business 
Note: Nominations for the appointments at items 
6, 8 and 9 above will be taken from the floor at 
the meeting. 

PRESIDENTIAL NEWS 
Our President, Mary Stoker, celebrates her 90th 
birthday in the middle of May as does vice-
president Stella Booth in the middle of July. 
Marie Jamieson has just reached 80 and John 
Laurie will become 75 also in May. We wish all 
our presidential members happy birthdays and 
thank them for their continuing interest and 
devotion to SCD and the London Branch. 

SOCIETY AGM 2008 
The AGM of the Society will be held in Perth on 
8 November 2008 during the Conference 
weekend of 7-9 November. 
   The London Branch will elect its delegates at 
the Branch AGM on 13 June. Please advise the 
Secretary, Stewart Murray, if you would be 
willing to be present at the Society AGM as a 
Branch delegate. Delegates are required to vote 
as directed by the Branch Committee. There will 
be a small contribution towards the travel 
expenses but all other arrangements are the 
responsibility of the delegate. Application forms 
for function tickets during the Conference 
weekend should be available on the Society 
website from 13 April. This is a great opportu-
nity to meet dancers from all over the world, to 
attend two wonderful dances and to see the 
Society at work. In addition to the formal 
business of the AGM itself, a Members’ Forum 
will be held on the morning of Sunday, 9 
November. 

END OF YEAR BRANCH 
ACCOUNTS 

By the end of May, the Annual Accounts of the 
Branch should have been approved by the 
Committee. It will not be possible to circulate 
them to all members before the AGM on 13 June 
but if members would like prior sight of them, 
they should email the Treasurer, Simon Wales, at 
simon_wales@talk21.com or send a stamped 
addressed envelope to him at the address in the 
next column. 

COMMITTEE AFFAIRS 
During the coming quarter, the London Branch 
Committee will meet on 22 May and 26 June. 
Suggestions for items to be discussed should be 
sent to the Secretary at least two weeks before 
the dates of the meetings. 
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NEWS FROM 
HEADQUARTERS  

Financial Statement and Review 
The General Purposes & Finance Committee are 
reviewing options to trim costs for the present 
year, and a reduced distribution charge for the 
magazine has been negotiated which will bring 
immediate savings. Following much discussion, 
savings targets have been identified and agreed 
which if realised will produce a balanced budget 
for 2008-09.  
Governance and Procedures 
In tandem with Finance, matters of governance 
and procedures are continuing to be addressed. 
New Working Groups 
Three new Working Groups have been intro-
duced to consider the roles of the President and 
Vice Presidents, to look at ways of increasing 
membership and to improve communications.  
Conference Weekend and AGM 
MB and Committees are considering issues 
raised in the Report from the last Members’ 
Forum, and the format for the Saturday morning 
event at the next AGM may be changed.  
Gift Aid 
Although the position with respect to subscrip-
tions is more complex, Gift Aid would now be 
claimed on donations by UK tax-payers who 
completed the appropriate declaration. 
Future CD Production   
The remaining seven CDs will be produced over 
the next three years to complete the digital 
recording project.  
Strategic Plan 2007-2010  
The plan will be updated and reviewed annually 
prior to the AGM. 
Dance Scottish   
Another Dance Scottish Week will be held 
between 12 and 20 September 2008 to raise the 
profile of SCD and encourage new dancers.  
Outside Scotland   
The Geneva event in July 2009 is being 
developed and advance notices posted. 
Human Resources 
The panel has met and will be making recom-
mendations on future staffing requirements. 
Membership Services Committee  
This committee is now responsible for the 
Society website and Anne Carter is seeking 
opportunities for potential improvements. 
CRBS Disclosures 
Contact has been made with the CRBS and a 
meeting arranged to identify how to proceed. 

Jeff Robertson 

OPEN AIR DANCING 
Saturday afternoons 23 and 30 August, also  

6 and 13 September 2008. 2.00-4.00 pm. 
Kensington Gardens 

(by the bandstand, near the Round Pond) 
Nearest underground stations: Queensway and 

High Street Kensington. 
Dancing to the music of Kafoozalum 

Each afternoon we will have live music and an 
MC to guide us through a programme of popular 
dances and easier dances for beginners and 
children. 

Everyone welcome. 
Bring your friends and have a picnic. 

Entrance is free. 

SOUTH EAST DANCE 
DIARY 2008/9 

Diary season! How would Scottish Dancing in 
the South East function without the annual 
Diary? So let’s have the information for 2008/9 
please. Events should be entered on the standard 
form which can be downloaded from the Branch 
website. If you do not have access to the website 
please complete the following details for each 
event:  
Day; Date (dd, mmm yy); 
Venue (town, and hall as well if this is 
somewhere special);  
Band, recorded or type of event (e.g. a day 
school);  
Contact name and telephone number, plus email 
and website addresses if available. 
Please would you reconfirm any of the coming 
season’s dances that are already on the Branch 
website: http://www.rscdslondon.org.uk 
   We use a code to indicate certain features of 
some events. Please therefore say if it is: in the 
afternoon, a ball, children’s dance, suitable for 
the less experienced, in the open air, a special 
supper (e.g. Burns Night), tickets need to be 
booked in advance, or a special anniversary 
celebration. 
   Please send the form or details to Caroline 
Hamilton by email to diary@rscdslondon.org.uk 
or by post to Caroline Hamilton, 31 Boundary 
Road, Eastcote, Pinner, Middlesex, HA5 1PW. 
Email messages will be acknowledged once 
received. 
   The Diary is provided by the London Branch 
free of charge. It will be distributed with the 
September copy of The Reel to all London 
Branch members in the London area. Others, 
including any who may subscribe to the Reel but 
do not live in the London area, can get a copy by 
sending a large sae to the Editor. 
   Input as soon as possible please but by the end 
of June at the latest. 

Caroline Hamilton 

KENSINGTON 
GARDENS OUTDOOR 

SEASON 
This year sees the experimental extension of the 
open air dancing in Kensington Gardens to a full 
month by the addition of Saturdays 23 and 30 
August, to Saturdays 6 and 13 September. Thus 
we now have an outdoor ‘Season’. We hope it 
will be well supported and look forward to 
seeing many readers of The Reel and their friends 
dancing under the bright sunshine that we have 
ordered for all four Saturdays. The format is the 
same, 2.00 p.m. to 4.00 p.m. at the bandstand, 
with Peter Jenkins and Rod Dorothy of 
Kafoozalum providing the music. A piper will be 
on hand to alert parkgoers within earshot (and 
the pipes carry far) that something is happening. 
Simon Wales or James Fairbairn will guide the 
company through a selection of dances 
intended to be fun for all. Families especially 
welcome. Bring a picnic, a rug, a hat and some 
shade (there are a few trees) and don’t forget 
water as well. 

BRANCH DANCE 
‘June Jig’ 

Saturday 14 June 2008 
St. Columba’s Church Hall, Pont St. SW1X 0BD  

7.00 - 10.30pm 
Green Ginger 

Kendall’s Hornpipe ................................... Gr. 22 
John of Bon Accord ...................................... 33/5 
Sugar Candie ................................................ 26/9 
La Flora  ..................................................... 27/10 
Cadgers in the Canongate ............................ .9/10 
Green Ginger ................................................. Dix 
Ladies Fancy .............................................. .13/12 
The Lea Rig .................................................. 21/5 
All for Mary ..................................... London 75th 
 

La Tempête ..................................................... 2/1 
The Fyket ..................................................... .5/65 
The Braes of Breadalbane  .......................... .21/7 
None So Pretty ............................................. .19/1 
Well Done Jack............................................ .29/3 
Lord Elgin’s Reel ........................................ .26/5 
Blue Bonnets .................................................. 3/5 
The Robertson Rant ..................................... .39/8 
The Reel of the Royal Scots ............................. L. 
 

Admission £7.50 members, £8.50 non members 
£2.00 children, members’ children admitted free. 
Parking at St. Columba’s: Dancers should be 
aware that since 19 January 2008 Kensington 
and Chelsea Council have extended the parking 
restrictions in the area around the Church to 
6.30pm on Saturdays for parking meters and 
therefore the single yellow lines, and 10.00pm 
for resident bays. Do not let it put you off – we 
do not start dancing until 7.00pm! 

BRANCH DANCE 
Start the Season 

Saturday 20 September 2008 
St. Columba’s Church Hall, Pont St. SW1 0BD 

7.00-10.30pm. 
The Craigellachie Band 

1.  Mrs. Stewart’s Jig .................................. 35/1 
2.  The Sailor ..............................................  24/4 
3.  The White Rose of Scotland .... .London 75th 
4.  Tribute to the Borders ............................ L 31 
5.  Red House ................................................ 7/2 
6.  Culla Bay ..............................................  41/2 
7.  Argyll is My Name ................... London 75th 
8.  Miss Gibson’s Strathspey  ..................... L 18 
9.  Miss Johnstone of Ardrossan .......... Goldring 
10. The Kelloholm Jig ............................... L. 12 
11. Summer Wooing ................................... 38/6 
12. Fair Donald .......................................... .29/4 
13. Jennifer’s Jig ...................................  Drewry 
14.The  College Hornpipe....................... . 20/12 
15. From Scotia’s Shores ............................ .L. 8 
16. The Wild Geese  ................................... 24/3 
17. Autumn in Appin ................................. .31/5 
18. The Reel of the Royal Scots ............... . L.27 
Admission £7.50 members, £8.50 non members, 
£2.00 Children, members’ children admitted free. 

DAY SCHOOL 
Advance Notice 

Saturday, 18 October 2008 
Lady Margaret School, Parsons Green, 

London, SW6 
 

Teachers: ……………….Eric Finley(Scotland) 
Mary Murray(Vancouver) 

Rachel Wilton (London) 
Musicians: …...…Barbara Manning (London) 

Ian Muir (London) 
Jennifer Wilson (Elgin) 

Plus a choice of optional classes 
at the end of the afternoon 

 

Musicians Workshop led by..Muriel Johnstone 
 

Evening Ceilidh 
Ian & Judith Muir 

 

Classes to suit everyone. DON’T MISS IT!! 
Full details in the next Reel. 

FUTURE BRANCH DANCES 
2008 - 2009 

10 May……….Gordon Simpson and Musicians 
Musician’s Day followed by Dance 

14 June………………….………  Green Ginger 
28 June …………………………….  David Hall 

Summer Picnic Dance at Harrow 
20 September…..…….……...……Craigellachie 
18 October…………......…Ian and Judith Muir 

Ceilidh following Day School 
22 November…..…………….….Ian Robertson 
13 December…...………….David Cunningham 

Christmas Dance 
17 January 2009………….…….….Kafoozalum 
 7 March ………..………...…..…… Strathallan 
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BEGINNERS Wednesday   6.30 - 8.00 Marlborough School,  Sloane Avenue, SW3 3AP Moira Strutt / t.b.a. 
POPULAR Wednesday 8.00 - 9.30 Marlborough School,  Sloane Avenue, SW3 3AP Lindsey Rousseau / Ian Cutts 
TECHNIQUE Wednesday    7.00 - 9.00 Marlborough School,  Sloane Avenue, SW3 3AP Maureen Campbell / Ken Martlew 
GENERAL  Wednesday 2.30 - 4.30 St. Columba’s Church Hall, Pont Street, SW1X 0BD Jenni Rutherford 
DEMONSTRATION Tuesday     For details contact James Fairbairn, 01865 512308 Angela Young / Sandra Smith 

Summer term started week commencing 21 April and ends week commencing 19 May to be followed by five general classes.  
Enquiries about classes: 020 8748 6711, or email classes@rscdslondon.org.uk  

CLASSES 
Come to class, meet old friends, make new ones, improve your dancing and have fun! 

     Class Day Time                  Location  Teacher / Musician 

FOCUS ON YOUTH  
Children’s Classes 

The Branch children’s class continues in the 
Summer term on Saturdays 19 April, 26 April, 
31 May, 14 June, and 19 July, 10.30-11.30. St. 
Columba’s Church Hall, Pont St, SW1X 0BD. 
Teacher: ................................. .Angela Young 
Musician: ............................... .Jean Harrison 

£2.00 per child (including drink) Adults 
welcome to stay. Newcomers always welcome! 

Family Day – 22 November 
St Columba’s Church Hall, Pont Street, 

London SW1X 0BD. 
11.30-12:45 Children’s Class 

All children welcome to join the Branch 
Children’s class. 

At the same time there will be a special gentle 
introduction to Scottish Country Dancing class 
for the grown ups the children bring with them, 

to help you join in the afternoon’s dancing. 
13.00: Lunch will be provided for all dancers 

14:00-16:30 Dance to the music of  
Ian Robertson 

Everyone is welcome for all or part of the day. 
Dances in the afternoon will be talked through. 
For more details please contact Andrew Kellett 

on 020 8301 1403. 
Medal Tests 

We wish all young dancers taking the RSCDS 
Medal Tests in London on 3 May the very best 
of luck. 

Children’s Class 
Mondays 

Aston Clinton, Nr Aylesbury, Bucks.  
Teacher: …………….Joan Desborough. 

Summer Term runs from Monday 21 April until 
7 July inclusive except for the Bank Holiday 
Mondays, and will recommence in September. 

TEACHING 
QUALIFICATIONS 

Several people have already expressed an interest 
in taking units 2, 3 and 5 of the Teaching 
Certificate in London in 2009. If you have not 
already passed unit 1 the next date for this is 
October 2008. Anyone else interested or 
requiring further information, please contact 

Moira Strutt: Tel 020 8748 6711, 
email: classes@rscdslondon.org.uk. 

SOUTH EAST  
CLASSES LIST 

London Branch will again be publishing, free of 
charge, a list of Scottish dancing classes in the 
south and east. If you wish your class(es) to be 
included, please send or confirm details, 
including your group name, venue, day, time, 
class standard, contact name and telephone 
number to Stewart Murray, 139 Cottenham Park 
Rd, London SW20 0DW or preferably by email 
to stewart.murray@btinternet.com. The printed 
list is distributed with the September Reel, with 
subsequent changes being included on the 
version that can be downloaded from the Branch 
website. To be included in the printed list, you 
must submit your information by no later than 
Friday, 1 August (and preferably earlier). 

SUMMER CLASSES 
This year there will be five general classes on 
Wednesday evenings at Marlborough School, 
Sloane Avenue from 7.15-9.15 p.m. starting on 
Wednesday 28 May until 25 June. Cost £6.00 per 
class. Each will have a different teacher and a 
different musician.  
 

The teachers are: Gaynor Curtis, Ken Martlew, 
Jeff Robertson, Rachel Wilton, Angela Young.  

Further information from Moira Strutt. 
classes@rscdslondon.org.uk.  

LONDON BRANCH 
YOUTH WORKSHOP 

Saturday 20 September 2008 
Following the success of the Youth Workshops 
held in Perth, Aberdeen and Bournemouth – the 
London Branch will be hosting a Youth Work-
shop on Saturday 20 September. It will take 
place at the The Philbeach Hall, 51 Philbeach 
Gardens, Earls Court SW5 9EB, from 1.30 until 
5pm (Light refreshments available from 1pm). 
The workshop will be taken by Angela Young.  
   Angela is the teacher of the London 
Demonstration Class, and as well as teaching 
children’s and adult classes for the London 
Branch, has taught at Spring Fling, Day Schools 
around the country and a weekend for the San 
Francisco Branch in Asilomar. She has also 
choreographed display routines for a number of 
events and locations including one for the South 
East Branches at the Royal Albert Hall.  
   All experienced dancers between the ages of 16 
and 35 are invited to attend and – as this event 
will be sponsored by the Mary Telfer Fund – 
there is no charge. 
   The Youth Workshops previously held have 
concentrated on technique and demonstration 
work – as well as providing a place for young 
people from around the country to meet and 
dance together, whilst improving steps, 
formations, flexibility and covering.  
   This workshop will have the added focus of 
working towards providing the display for that 
evening’s Branch Dance – including all the 
dancers attending that afternoon (please let 
Angela know if you would rather not be included 
in this.  
   Following the workshop, the plan is to go for 
an evening meal of pizza together, followed by 
attending the London Branch dance at St 
Columba’s Church, Pont Street. (Ticket price 
£7:50).  
   If you have any queries including advice on 
where to stay in London please get in touch with 
Angela (aady@mac.com ) – or Andrew Kellett 
(youthcoordinator@rscdslondon.org.uk). 

STEP DANCING 
The last Step Dancing Class before the summer 
break will be on Sunday 1 June with sessions 
from 10.30 - 12.30 and 13.45 - 15.45 at the Scout 
Hut, Kings Langley, WD4 9HT. It is a about a 
mile from Kings Langley station, just a short 
train ride from Euston, or by car it is close to 
junction 20 on the M25 near Watford. The class 
is taken by Joan Desborough who invites every-
one to come and have a go: her daughter Wendy 
provides live fiddle music (See article on page 
7). Further details from Joan, tel 01442 826629 
or email ladiesstep@rscdslondon.org.uk. 

Would YOU like to serve 
the RSCDS 

 in Edinburgh? 
The Management Board and the 
Membership Services Committee, the 
Education and Training Committee and the 
General Purposes and Finance Committee 
will all have vacancies in November; the 
voting is carried out by the Branches in 
October and the votes counted and result 
announced at the AGM over the weekend of 
7-9 November, this year to be held in Perth 
again. It may seem a long time ahead but 
now is the time to be thinking about it. 
Nomination Forms can be obtained from 
Headquarters or our Secretary. You need to 
find a proposer, a seconder and ten Society 
members to sign the form; all other 
information will be sent to you. Any 
questions to Rachel Wilton or Jeff 
Robertson (contact details on Page 2). 

CHILTERN CHILDREN’S 
SCOTTISH DANCE CLUB 

Family Ceilidh funds new costumes 
Over 70 children and adults danced enthusiasti-
cally on a Saturday afternoon in early February 
at a family ceilidh run to raise funds for the 
Chiltern Scottish Dance Club for Kids in Aston 
Clinton.  
   The event was organised by Ann Robertson 
who runs the Club as part of Chiltern Traditional 
Music and Dance, an umbrella name for a variety 
of activities aimed at encouraging traditional 
music and dance in the area. Ann talked 
everyone through the dances and the music was 
provided by her husband, Ian on accordion and 
Angela Young on piano. 
   “It was really great to see so many people at 
the ceilidh” said Ann. “We’ve run plenty of adult 
dances over the years, but this is the first family 

(Continued on next page) 
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SCD WORKSHOP IN 
THE CZECH REPUBLIC 

Renata Stankova writes:     
It is always very a great pleasure seeing teenagers 
joining in country dancing which was the case for 
my second SCD workshop at the same venue, the 
grammar school Gymnázium Zlín – Lesní čtvrť in 
the Czech Republic. Being the first day back after 
Christmas holidays, the number of participants 
was uncertain up to the last moment but turned out 
to be just right for the classroom. The students 
appreciated a brief revision of interesting facts 
about SCD and soon got into the dancing spirit. 
The Gay Gordons and Dashing White Sergeant 
proved to be enjoyable dances and the whole 
afternoon seemed a good start of the New Year. 
Here is what they thought:- 
 

Jana Vránová, Gabriela Vašátová add 
(class 4KB, Gymnázium Zlín) 
On the 3rd January 2008 we took part in a lesson 
of Scottish dancing. I tried Scottish dancing last 
year in January, so this was my second 
experience. I managed to persuade my friend Jane 
to come with me. She thought it’s quite a boring 
hobby, but then she found that very interesting. 
Renata, a former student of our teacher of 
English, taught us this enjoyable kind of dancing. 
   We were there instead of Art lesson and we’d 
never feel sorry for it. In the beginning of the 
lesson there was a bit of confusion because of 
many people, but Renata could put it in order. 
Unfortunately there weren’t many boys, so we, 
girls had to dance together (never mind). 
   First we were in two circles, one big and one 
small. Then we could start dancing. It’s a little 
like ballet, because you must step on your tips. 
First we weren’t very good at it, but then we got 
better. 
   Secondly we learned how to dance in pairs. It’s 
simple; you go straight, then you turn and go 
backwards. At the end we danced something like 
polka. Well, in fact our dance wasn’t polka at 
all because we haven’t been going to dancing 
lessons yet. 
   We liked the third dance best. It was in groups 
of six people, dancing around the room and 
swapping partners. 
   This kind of dancing is also quite good for your 
health, because we were out of breath at the end. 
Even our teachers present at the event liked it and 
some of them joined the fun. We hope that it will 
take place next year again. 
   If you haven’t tried Scottish dancing yet, do it! It 
gives you a chance to meet new people and keeps 
you fit too!  We are sure you wouldn’t regret, but 
on the contrary. 

 

TO LEARN a new skill, get the 
blood circulating and have fun. 

   I was looking for exercise that did not involve 
going to the gym or pounding the streets of 
London in my trainers! After researching on the 
Internet I came across the London Branch of the 
Royal Scottish County Dance Society. I read with 
interest their very informative and friendly web 
site and before I knew it, I had sent an e-mail to 
enquire about the free “taster” session at the 
beginners’ class. Prompted by an encouraging 
reply, I duly turned up to my first lesson and can 
honestly say I haven’t looked back (except for a 
sneak peak to make sure I wasn’t going to crash 
into anyone while performing the Do-Si-Do). 
   Under Moira’s expert tuition, not only have my 
feet danced steps I thought at first impossible, but 
I have also learned a new language – Poussette, 
cast off, Balance-in-Line, Petronella, Allemande, 
Grand Chain, to name but a few. Any 
apprehension I had when I first walked into the 
hall was soon dispelled by the very friendly 
welcome I received: the dancing, the music – live 
piano and violin, no less – and the sheer 
exhilaration of being part of a group of people 
who so love what they do on a Wednesday 
evening. This is an infectious feeling and 
bolstered by what I’d been taught, I went to the 
Mingle in March dance at St Columba’s and 
experienced the most wonderful evening of music 
and dance. 
   Due to the Easter holiday, the class doesn’t start 
again until Wednesday 23 April and do you know 
what …?  I canna wait! 

Sue Seal 

ceilidh we have run and from the response today 
we will do it again soon and make it a regular 
event. As a direct result of the ceilidh, several 
more children have joined the weekly Club, so 
perhaps we have a new route to encouraging 
youngsters into Scottish Country Dancing”. 
   The ceilidh was also the first outing for some 
smart new costumes made by Ann for the children 
from the Club. They wore them to perform Le 
Papillon for the audience. The audience was also 
thrilled by a superb demonstration of the Sword 
Dance by Amanda Bignell accompanied on the 
bagpipes by Neil Esslemont.  
   The next family ceilidh is planned for Saturday 
4 October from 2.00 - 4.30 at Wendover Memorial 
Hall, easy access from London and walking 
distance from Wendover railway station. For 
further information on this or details of the 
Chiltern Scottish Dance Club for Kids which is 
generously supported by the London Branch, 
contact Ann Robertson on 01296 630682 or 
chilterntrad@aol.com.  

(Continued from previous page) DEMONSTRATION 
GROUP 

Our annual visit to the Newcastle Festival in 
February yielded one cup, with the ladies’ team 
winning their section for the second year in a 
row, dancing the tricky strathspey Drumtochty 
Glen and the lively jig The Chequered Court. 
The adjudicator, Peter Clark, described their 
performance as ‘regal’, and I can think of no 
comment to add to that. For the first time we 
entered two mixed teams, with one placed 
second equal with the International Team 
behind the excellent teams from Alba 
(Glasgow) and Corryvrechan (near Bristol), 
who shared the top honours. There were more 
entries this year (15 teams in the mixed 
section) and the standards even higher as a 
result. Angela Young played for all three of our 
teams. Andrew Nolan, having danced off after 
one of the mixed teams’ performances, went 
straight on to play for Edinburgh. 
   The display section calls for a free form 
‘entertainment’ lasting eight minutes and 
incorporating jigs, strathspeys and reels and 
whatever figures the imagination of the 
choreographer comes up with. Our display, 
danced to recorded music, was a development 
of the one performed at the Branch Christmas 
dance and seemed to us to have all the right 
elements of variety, movement, light and shade 
and involved 21 dancers. However, this section 
was won by the well-drilled team from 
Corryvrechan with a large admixture of 
highland steps. The displays and some of the 
other performances can be viewed on YouTube 
(type in Newcastle Festival). 
   The season has passed very much in line with 
previous years with a mixture of engagements 
ranging from the formal setting of the Phyllis 
Court Club in Henley for their annual Burns 
Supper to the informality of the Willsmere 
House care centre for the very elderly and 
severely disabled in Harrow, where we danced 
and sang (!) for the patients and staff. We also 
put on an afternoon’s entertainment for the 
Claremont Project’s seniors’ club in Islington. 
Both of these events were rather satisfying as 
we got good responses from the audience and, 
we would like to think, brought some 
brightness and animation to their lives. At 
Islington, I danced with a lady in the circle 
waltz who brightly informed me that she was 
92. Other engagements included a return to the 
Catenian Association for their Burns Supper in 
Finchley and our annual visit to Richmond 
Caledonian Society. 
   In February we were also involved in putting 
on a day’s teaching of Scottish country dancing 
for the pupils of Latymer Prep School in West 
London. In all, 120 children aged between 
eight and eleven discovered the joys of Scottish 
dance in the likes of the Dhoon and the Flying 
Scotsman. We got them to sing as well and, as 
only one boy had a vague clue as to the identity 
of “the lad who’s born to be king”, they got a 
free history lesson into the bargain. 
   We have been pleased to welcome Alvin Tan 
and David Cordes to the male ranks, thus 
bringing the number of men regularly attending 
class to eight for the first time for several years, 
while 12 women regularly attend class. 
   None of this would be possible without the 
talented and enthusiastic people who play for 
us and we record our appreciation of class 
pianist Sandra Smith, Peter Jenkins and Rod 
Dorothy of Kafoozalum, pipers Neil Esslemont 
and Roger Huth, Dave Hall, who dances with 
the team, Ian Robertson and not least Angela 
Young, who also continues to teach the class. 

James Fairbairn 

THE TEACHER 
Despite the outward enthusiasm and 

brimming confidence how does a newly 
qualified teacher feel inwardly? 

“Crossing the line” and starting teaching is both 
terrific and terrifying! As your first class 
assembles, the realisation hits that it is entirely up 
to you to get a number of seated bodies into 
action and dancing. The theory is all very well, 
but how to put it into practice? No matter how 
carefully you plan, adaptations have to be made; 
something may take longer to explain than you 
thought; numbers don’t always work out exactly 
and a four couple dance may mean a lot of people 
not dancing; some newcomers are there for the 
first time. You know the teaching points you want 
to make, but when do you let it go and move on 
to the next thing?  You know how long a dance 
takes, but by the time you have explained it, are 
you still going to finish in time? 
   However you do have friends – the musician 
gives wonderful support (and sometimes signals 
if you forget something). I have been lucky in 
that I have already had the chance to work with 
several musicians, which has certainly added to 
my awareness of the music and how lucky we are 
to have such talented people playing for classes. 
Other teachers are also invariably helpful when 
asked, but overall it is the support from the class 
members themselves that makes it. They are very 
understanding when I confuse right and left so 
end with everyone on the wrong side; they 
obliging do something over again while I sort it 
out; they cope with unexpected overseas visitors 
in the class for one week; they cope with 
modifications to dances so they can be done with 
a three or a four couple set; they too are becom-
ing aware of the difference between a musician 
playing for listening and playing for dancing.  
   Above all it is terrific fun and, when you have 
people completing a dance they have never done 
before, a tremendous sense of achievement. After 
the Saturday Branch dance in March, when a 
number of my class attended a dance for the first 
time, the happy faces said it all. 

Moira Strutt   
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MEMBERSHIP 
Membership of the RSCDS and London 
Branch costs £19.00 per annum for UK based 
members (£19.50 for Europe; £21.50 
elsewhere). Current members of other 
Branches can join London Branch for £4.00 
per annum if they live in the UK (£4.50 in 
Europe and £6.50 elsewhere).  
   London Branch membership brings benefits 
including The Reel and dances and events 
during the year; while Society membership 
includes the bi-annual dance publication, 
Scottish Country Dancer, books, music and 
recordings, and most importantly defining and 
maintaining standards of Scottish Country 
Dancing  
   Membership applications and enquiries 
should be sent to the Membership Secretary, 
Gaynor Curtis, 60 Bishops Wood, St. Johns, 
Woking, Surrey GU21 3QB. Tel: 01483 
721989. 

WINTER SCHOOL 2009 
Details of the 2009 Winter School are due to be 

circulated by the Society on 2 May 2008. 

DANCE SCOTTISH 
WEEK 

12-20 September 2008 
Social dances, Classes, Balls, Open air 

dances, Country Dancing, Ceilidhs, 
Reeling; something for everyone, every 

day of the week 
Last year during one week in September the 
RSCDS in Edinburgh ran a new international 
initiative called “Dance Scottish Week” through 
their Branches around the world to widen the 
reach of the RSCDS and to encourage people to 
take up a fun way of getting fit and meeting new 
people through Scottish Country Dancing. 
   This year Dance Scottish Week runs from 12 
to 20 September. The Society is organising two 
open days (from 1-4pm) and receptions (from 
6:30-7:30pm) at its offices in Edinburgh. These 
will be held on both 16 and 17 September and 
all members are welcome to attend.   
   The London Branch will be running, a new 
event – a special Scottish Open Evening at St 
Columba’s, Pont Street on Wednesday, 17 
September from 6 until 10pm with live music 
and refreshments – and we need volunteers. This 
is your chance to get involved – by bringing 
along friends who may never have tried Scottish 
Country Dancing, and helping those attending to 
get on the floor to try their hand at some simple 
dances.  
   Bring your smiley face and welcome people at 
the door, take new partners up to dance, and 
spread the news about where to find classes at 
all levels. 
   Let us know if you can come and help for all 
or part of the evening by contacting Jeff 
Robertson ( JTR@ctg.co.uk ) or just turn up on 
the 17th and join in the fun. 
   Other London Branch events during the week 
will include the last of its four open air dances, 
in Kensington Gardens, from 2 to 4 pm on 
Saturday 13 September, and the Branch Dance 
on the 20 September, see page 3 for details. 
   The Society has asked branches to submit 
information (by the end of May) about any 
special activities or events which they are 
organising in association with Dance Scottish 
Week. See the article on this page about the 
publicity being arranged by the Orpington & 
District Caledonian Society. Any affiliated 
groups in the London region may if they wish 
submit details of their events to the Branch 
Secretary, Stewart Murray, for inclusion in the 
Branch’s submission to the Society. 

We look forward to seeing you at our very  
first Open Dance Scottish! 

ORPINGTON & DISTRICT 
CALEDONIAN SOCIETY  

Dance Scottish - RSCDS Publicity 
Campaign  

To raise the profile of Scottish Country Dancing 
and attract new dancers, we have booked the use 
of a large display window at Petts Wood Public 
Library for the period 22 September to 11 
October 2008. The window faces onto a busy 
thoroughfare with substantial numbers of 
pedestrians and bus passengers passing by each 
day. In addition the library has approx. 2500 
visitors each week and leaflets showing details of 
the Society and its various activities will be made 
available.  
   Our display, now in the early design stage, will 
incorporate plenty of tartan and other eye-
catching items, which we hope will interest and 
entice people to come and experience the joys of 
Scottish country dancing.  
   The use of this facility is free of charge and 
similar opportunities may be available to dance 
societies in other parts of the country.  

Elisabeth Leishman  

WORKSHOP 
MANAGING THE MUSIC 

The fourth SERTA workshop was held on 28 
January 2008 at Woodford Green. Everyone 
arrived with their own stories to tell of their 
journey. However, perhaps surprisingly, given the 
extent of engineering works on the train and tube 
network, and how well the school is hidden from 
view from the road, most of the twenty or so 
participants arrived on time to find a most pleasant 
venue in a prep school hall. 
   Our leaders for the day, Bruce Frazer and Robert 
Mackay were `weel kent` by most so a relaxed 
atmosphere ensued from the start. Bruce assured 
us that he would not pick on anyone; well, not 
unless no-one volunteered when requested to! 
   After a warm up, we danced Ladies` Fancy and 
discussed its merits or otherwise as a first dance 
both for a class and for a dance programme. The 
music was light and lively but opinions varied 
about the dance`s suitability. 
   We then practised each step to two different 
tunes. Which did we prefer and why? What should 
we be looking for when we choose music for step 
practice? 
   We danced The Rakish Highlandman, firstly 
with Bruce teaching it using recorded music (a 
volunteer to work the CD player having been 
expertly chosen!). We were glad that technology 
had moved on from the gramophone record, but 
possibly slightly daunted by the options now 
opening up in the form of laptops and i-pods. 
Useful suggestions were explored to avoid playing 
the chord and the first eight bars repeatedly. The 
conclusion - our machines are becoming 
increasingly clever, but not yet as versatile as a 
live musician. Robert ably illustrated this fact 
throughout the day! 
   After lunch (thanks for the wine, chocolate cake 
and home made biscuits) we turned our attention 
to the suitability of the music we choose. We 
compared the first sixteen bars of The Machine 
Without Horses and The Ladies of Dunse in terms 
of their repeating patterns both in the dance and 
musically. Robert explained, with a wonderful 
range of examples, the different ways and the 
difficulties of combining two or three lots of eight 
bars into 32, 40 or 48 bar tunes. 
   Bruce then taught us two new dances; The 
Magic of the Music, a four couple strathspey, and 
The Silver Sands of Islay, written by Eric Finley 
with an interesting `interlocking circles` formation 
which we just about got to grips with. 
   We were sent home with instructions to study 
our music players in order to use them to their full 
potential……..but what we really wanted to take 
home with us for our next class was Robert! 
   Lots of questions, many suggestions, much to 
think about. Helpful? – most definitely. Thanks 
must go to the organisers for their work on the day 
and for bringing Bruce and Robert south to share 
their expertise with us. It was much appreciated.    

Catherine Smith 

ELECTRONIC REEL 
While there is no intention of discontinuing The 
Reel in printed form, there are those of our 
readers who have enquired about receiving the 
publication electronically. The Editor would like 
your views on the pros and cons of receiving The 
Reel by email as an alternative to receiving a 
hard copy through the post. The cost would be 
the same but non-UK readers would pay the 
same as UK readers, and it would be available at 
the same time as those who opt to stay with 
postal deliveries. The obvious downside to 
electronic downloading is that readers who 
require a hardcopy would have to print their 
own. The Branch operates a newsletter exchange 
scheme with other Branches (the newsletters 
appear on the mobile stand at St Columba’s 
during our dances there) and quite a number of 
these exchanges are by email. Comments to the 
editor – see foot of front page for address. 

CAN’T AFFORD IT? 
The RSCDS and the London Branch offer 
scholarships mostly to young people (up to 25 
years) to attend RSCDS Residential Schools as a 
dancer or as a prospective teacher or as a 
musician. In addition any member can apply for 
a scholarship to attend Summer School with a 
view to taking the RSCDS Teaching Certificate. 
   London Branch also has funds available to give 
support to any event promoting Scottish Country 
Dancing among young people. Don’t be shy 
about asking for assistance. We are a charity and 
we are here to help you improve your skills and 
enjoyment of Scottish Country Dancing, and to 
support you in passing on your enthusiasm and 
knowledge to the next generation. If you think 
you might benefit from a scholarship pick up the 
phone or drop an email to any member of the 
Branch committee, or you could start with our 
secretary stewart.murray@btinternet.com or 
youthcoordinator@rscdslondon.org.uk. 
   The deadline for applications in connection 
with this year’s Summer School may have gone, 
so for St Andrews 2008 you must act 
immediately, but there are other events 
happening all year round (for example Spring 
Fling and Winter School) and of course there is 
Summer School next year. Think about it. We 
want to help you. 

SOUTH EAST REGION 
TEACHERS’ ASSOCIATION 
The South East Region Teachers’ Association 
(SERTA) organises workshops for Scottish dance 
teachers. It is open to anyone who teaches SCD, 
whether qualified or not, those with a dance 
teaching qualification and those taking teaching 
courses. If you wish to join the mailing list or 
have any queries, please contact me at 
mikejohnson@waitrose.com, at 4 Gatehampton 
Cottages, Gatehampton Road, Goring, Reading 
RG8 9LX or on 01491 873 026. 
   The next meeting will be at Finchampstead 
Memorial Hall in Berkshire on Sunday 28 
September. Details of the workshop leader and 
topic will be circulated to those on the mailing list 
and included in the next issue of the Reel. 

Mike Johnson 
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   To commemorate the move, a generous 
anonymous donor is sponsoring a competition 
to write a tune to celebrate Aylesbury Fiddle 
Rally’s long association with the Civic Centre. 
Winners will share a prize fund of £350 when 
the results are announced at next year’s Rally 
which will take place on Sunday 18 January 
2009 in the Swan Theatre, High Wycombe. 
   “We are taking a leaf out of the popular TV 
format with the judging procedure for the 
competition” says Ian. “All of the entries will be 
sent to a highly respected Scottish musician who 
will select a shortlist of 3 tunes. These tunes will 
then be played by the fiddle orchestra at the 
Rally in January 2009. During the interval, the 
audience will cast their votes for their favourite 
tune and the winners will be announced on the 
night. It will add an extra element of excitement 
to the competition and hopefully attract some 
great entries.” 
   Entries are encouraged from all quarters 
and the closing date for the competition is 30 
June 2008. Anyone wishing to know more 
information about the competition can contact 
Ian directly at chilterntrad@aol.com 

SPECIAL REQUESTS – Volume 7 – The Colin Dewar Band (SRCD007) 
   Miss Johnstone of Ardrossan, The Nurseryman, Autumn in Appin, The Hazel Tree, Callum Dewar’s 

Reel, The Bonnie Lass of Bon Accord, Father Connelly’s Jig, The Tullich Hornpipe, The Orkney Reel, 
The Sands of Morar, Kelpie of Loch Coruisk, Waltz Country Dance, The Brisk Young Lad, The 
Dream Catcher, Royal Deeside Railway, 4 x 32 Strathspey set, MacLeod’s Fancy, The Inimitable 
Derek 

 

THE RUTHVEN COLLECTION – The Colin Dewar Band (RVC01) plus book 
   18 new dances by Rob Sargeant. 
 

CHERRY BLOSSOM TIME – Gordon Shand and his Band – Double CD (ABC104) 
   12 Dances by John Drewry and 14 by Kobby Kobayashi. 

Two new CDs from Colin are a very real treat – 
a feast of good music. Seven Special Requests 
since 1996 and a fistful of other recordings is 
quite a marathon. Volume 7 has a six-piece line-
up: Colin on lead accordion with Alasdair 
MacLeod on second; Judi Nicolson on fiddle; 
Dennis Morrison on piano; Gus Millar plays 
drums; and John Delaney on bass. 
   The Ruthven Collection is by a four-piece with 
neither Alasdair nor John included. I do really 
miss that extra ‘punch’ which the second 
accordion adds to the mix. The overall sound is 
less fulsome than that of Volume 7. The Ruthven 
collection has 3 hornpipes with original tunes by 
Colin in Jacky Tar style. 8 x 32 bars takes 6 
minutes and 20 seconds. The figures are in 
conventional dance style and I guess to a sort of 
rant step. Go on – buy the book and CD and see 
what you think! A couple of lovely Strathspeys 
composed by Colin on this CD have caught my 
attention. A word of criticism, though, they do 
not play the correct original for Miss Johnstone 
of Ardrossan in Volume 7. 
   Gordon Shand’s CD is another glorious feast of 

good music with a great mixture of traditional 
and modern tunes, many I think not previously 
recorded. The band is led by Gordon on 
accordion; Keith Dickson on second; Alison 
Smith on fiddle; Gordon Smith on drums; and, as 
ever with his magic touch, Graham Berry on 
piano. The original tunes for Mr Kobayashi’s 
dances were chosen by himself and a number of 
them are well known originals for Society 
dances. The trend of doubling up perhaps began 
in 1973 when the original for Lady Harriet 
Hope’s Reel was chosen for Mrs Stewart of 
Fasnacloich. Nevertheless, I cannot begin to 
accept the Braes of Breadalbane and La Russe 
for other dances. Do not let my personal opinion 
detract from the Band’s wonderful playing. 
   As we go to press I have just received two CDs 
by Keith Smith and Muriel Johnstone entitled  24 
favourite dances including a very welcome 
Minister on the Loch. More details in the next 
issue. 
   Any queries re listing of dances, etc, please 
phone me 020 7286 1923. 

John Laurie 

AYLESBURY FIDDLE 
RALLY TUNE 

COMPETITION 2008 
21 years ago in January 1987, a group of Scottish 
music enthusiasts held a concert in Aston Clinton 
Social Club. Some 40 fiddlers together with 
supporting accordions, piano and drums played a 
programme of traditional music arranged by the 
Robertson family. And so was born the 
Aylesbury Fiddle Rally. 
   The event was such a success that it 
immediately outgrew its original venue and 
moved first to Weston Turville Village Hall and 
then to a secondary school in Aylesbury before 
finally making the “big leap” to Aylesbury Civic 
Centre 15 years ago. This auditorium holds an 
audience of 650 and accommodated an ever-
growing fiddle orchestra which eventually 
numbered over 80 players each year (see the 
picture on the back page). 
   The event is now run by Ian Robertson, whose 
father Alan was the original driving force behind 
the Rally. “It is great that after all this time some 
of the very first supporters still come to the 
Rally, either as musicians or in the audience” 
says Ian. “But it is also great that over the last 
few years we have some fantastic support from 
local music teachers so we now have a lot of 
youngsters playing traditional music, perhaps for 
the first time.”  One of those youngsters, now a 
final year student at Manchester University, 
regularly plays fiddle with Ian in his Scottish 
Dance Band. 
   After 15 years in Aylesbury Civic Centre the 
event is on the move again, this time because of 
the closure of the hall which is due to be replaced 
by a new, bigger venue which will open in a 
couple of years. 

MUSICIANS’ DAY 
A workshop will take place all day at St. 
Columba’s on Saturday 10 May for musicians 
who would like to play for the above dance. The 
dances have been especially chosen for the music 
and it will be a wonderful evening of music and 
dancing. 
   The workshop will be led by Gordon Simpson 
and all musicians will be very welcome to join 
in. 
   For further information and an application 
form contact Rachel Wilton (contact details Page 
2). Application forms are also on the website. 

IT’S GOOD TO BE THE 
MUSICIAN 

Ten ladies and one gentleman turned up on the 
doorstep of the scout hut in Kings Langley, ready 
and eager to start a day of Step classes. Joan 
Desborough, the teacher, was very willing to 
comment on the choice of waltzes for warm up 
and frowned greatly when I set off too fast into 
the 6/8, but, as my mother, she had to be allowed 
these few moments. 
   Two dances were on the agenda, Lady Louisa 
Macdonald of Sleat and The Deeside Lilt, both 
MacNab dances. The first of these was 6 by 32 
bars (just a short dance then). As I surveyed the 
many sheets of music needed, I wondered about 
the dancers’ legs – especially after the 
Berkhamsted Highland Ball the night before. 
Mum set off with great gusto going through each 
step in turn, giving suggestions to make the 
dance more accessible, and spoke about the 
differences in the written records depending on 
the age (of the dances, not the dancers). I was 
very grateful at this point to be the mere 
musician as I watched their legs tangle up into 
knots; the conversations about the “wrong leg” 
went on all day. There were several occasions, 
indeed, when the wrong leg was, in fact, the right 
leg. I stood in the corner eternally grateful that 
all my instructions were written in detail in front 
of me, that no one was asking me to do 192 bars 
from memory – and that no one expected me to 
curtsey (gracefully) at the end.   
   It was a turning point in the afternoon when 
Margaret exclaimed excitedly “I can do this” 
when a pivot turn was explained. I played along 
merrily to the many heads bobbing up and down. 
For many of the sections that the class practised, 
the heads actually bobbed in time. There was the 
odd occasion when the heads did not move in 
harmony. It was often straight after this that I 
was called upon to cease playing and to wait for 
further instructions. My new and very beautiful 
fiddle sang out across the hall. Mother, on 
occasion, wanted a change in tempo mid-tune - 
to cope with the strains on the feet and brains of 
the dancers (of course). With my ears very close 
to the sound box of the fiddle I knew she had 
spoken to me, but I had absolutely no idea what 
she had asked. I was left to guess whether it 
should be slower or faster and to hope that I had 
picked the right one. 
   As a developing musician I am extremely 
grateful to the class for giving me the chance to 
try out my skills and have a go at playing for 
dancing. They have all been incredibly kind and 
encouraging and have spurred me on to improve 
for the next time. The day is always extremely 
enjoyable and I do hope to see you all there next 
time (1 June 2008)! 

Wendy Desborough 
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   Our last evening saw us heading for Blair 
Castle in all in our finery. The sound of the pipes 
greeted us as we stepped off the buses and we 
were met with a welcoming drink. We danced 
the night away in the Great Hall richly decorated 
with deer antlers, highland swords and portraits 
of some famous Scotsmen including Niel Gow. 
The music was being provided by Fiddlers Three 
plus Two but on the night it was actually 
Fiddlers Four plus Two and they were great. 
   My lasting impression of Winter School this 
year was the high level of teaching and the music 
of the late evening soirees. (Oh, and a wee 
mention that I really felt honoured when the 
President asked me to dance Wild Geese.) 

Christine Hastie 

RSCDS WINTER SCHOOL  
It was six years ago when I last had the privilege 
of attending Winter School at Pitlochry. At the 
hotel we were met at reception with a glass of 
Glayva and the warmth of that liquid seemed to 
set the tone for the next five days. Thereafter it 
was a joyous reunion of old friends and being 
introduced to new ones. The Atholl Palace Hotel 
had vastly improved since my last visit with a 
decent size swimming pool and a first class 
sauna and steam room. The majority of rooms 
are now spacious, comfortable and well 
appointed.  
   There was a full weekend programme awaiting 
all 160 dancers who came from Canada, 
America, France, Italy as well as the UK. Johan 
MacLean, the Director, introduced us to David 
Hall, Janet Johnstone, David Ross and Anne 
Smyth, our teachers in addition to herself, and 
also to the musicians George Meikle, Muriel 
Johnstone, Robert Mackay, John Renton and 
Gordon Simpson. The excellent meals were 
complemented by the splendid views from the 
large dining rooms.  
   The classes were in five locations: three in the 
town and two in the hotel. There were two 
classes on each of the four mornings with the 
teachers and musicians rotating round each class. 
I found it a great experience having the expertise 
of all five teachers and to enjoy the music of all 
five musicians over the period. 
   In the afternoon Anita Mackenzie provided a 
fun afternoon of ceilidh dancing on the Friday; 
an extremely interesting archivist talk was given 
by our new president, Alistair MacFadyen the 
next afternoon; Robert Mackay presented an 
illuminating talk on Sunday; and finally  a video 
presentation of Yehudi Menuhin’s Visit to Blair 
Castle on our last day. Of course, if one could fit 
it all in, there was ample scope for good walking, 
shopping and visiting the two local distilleries. 
Social Dancing took place in the Atholl Suite 
after dinner with a different MC and musicians 
each evening. Sunday evening was designated a 
ceilidh night and there was no shortage of talent 
in between some enjoyable dancing. 

RSCDS WINTER SCHOOL 
an experience to experience! 

A small group of us decided to experience the 
RSCDS Winter School in Pitlochry. It was our 
first time, and it was quite an experience! 
   Accommodation, and some of the dancing, was 
at the Atholl Palace Hotel. We found the rooms 
were comfortable, and bearing in mind that they 
were catering for over 160 people at each sitting, 
the food was nice. Some classes took place in 
other halls around the town. 
   Each day began with 2 dance classes, an hour 
and a quarter each. We were treated to marvellous 
teaching and live music, including our very own 
David Hall. There was a sense of energy about 
the classes. I am doing my Teacher’s Certificate 
at the moment, and watching these top class 
teachers in action was an eye opener. I learned 
that there can be no substitute for lots and lots of 
experience. Unforeseen problems always crop up, 
and I learned that one sign of a good teacher is to 
face these problems with calmness, good humour, 
and above all authority. The teacher led the 
classes with a firm grip, but good humour seemed 
to be the best way to ensure that the class fol-
lowed their lead. There were high expectations in 
some classes, and I found myself wanting to give 
no less than the 100% expected. A treat indeed!  

   The afternoons were free, apart from optional 
talks or workshops. The area is full of dance 
names: Schiehallion, Queen’s View, and of 
course the seat of the Duke of Atholl is at nearby 
Blair Castle. One afternoon we drove to Queen’s 
View and set off from the car park to walk the 
150 yards to the viewpoint. We set out in bright 
sunshine, but by the time we reached the view-
point, the mountain, Schiehallion was disappear-
ing in cloud, and seconds later we were being 
blasted by horizontal hail and sleet driven by 
gale force winds. We beat a hasty retreat to a 
nearby pub, warmed by the knowledge that we 
had a small taste of the true Scottish weather. 
Each evening there was social dancing for a little 
over 2 hours, apart from on the Sunday when 
there was a Ceilidh. There were some great acts, 
including a concert strathspey on the piano from 
Ken Martlew. 
   The standard of dancing was high, and there 
were some wonderful moments, for example, in 
the 2 couple dances, when at times everyone in 
the hall was doing the same thing. For example, 
in Anna Holden’s Strathspey the 2 couples dance 
down in lines of 4. Looking round the room I 
could see 40 lines of 4, dancing down together, 
all in time! This was a memory I will keep for a 
long time. 
   On the final night (Monday) everyone got 
dressed up for the Ball at Blair Castle. The venue 
was The Ballroom, completed in 1876, in which, 
the walls were dripping with stags’ antlers, Old 
Masters, banners and pikes. The floor was 
crowded and rather slippery, so dancers needed 
to exercise restraint; and could not dance with 
abandon, but everyone was in good humour, and 
again, seeing all the covering across in long lines 
was an experience to savour. 
   On occasions, we have all heard it said that the 
RSCDS is more focused on technique than fun. 
But my first RSCDS event has showed me that 
this is not true. I saw how committed and enthu-
siastic the Society is about traditional Scottish 
dance and music; and the spirit and joy of the 
dance was there for all to see and experience.  

Andy Wiener 
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Chiswick 
Booking dances 

Dear Wilson, 
   After not having danced at Pont Street for a 
while, last Monday 25 February was Band Night 
and I decided to pay an impromptu visit to St 
Columba’s. 
   I arrived at 7.20 (for a 7.30 dance) TOO 
LATE!! Everybody had already booked 
everybody... Well there was the odd latecomer or 
the even more odd (odder?) non-booker but it 
was obvious after a few dances that we would 
have to dance among ourselves; all the others – 
and that included friends, some very apologetic – 
having no free dances left at all. 
   So what are my options for future dances, 
supposing I want to come back? – arrive at 7.00 
or earlier and join the bookers?, phone my 
friends the day/days/week before and book 
dances? book my husband for the whole 
evening? – dance elsewhere? Which do I do? 
   Now, what if I am a visitor from another 
group? From abroad? Is this the new social 
aspect of Scottish dancing? 

Danielle Reinstein 

Hemel Hempstead 
How Shall I Book Thee? 

Dear Wilson,  
   Is pre-booking a thing of the past?  
   If I arrive at a dance evening a little late, which 
starts say, in 5 minutes, and ask a lady for the 
first dance quite often she has it booked. In this 
circumstance I will usually wait for couples to 
form on the floor and then ask a lady still sitting 
out for this dance. Sometimes, I may ask for a 
dance and am told, not this one but another, 
which is flattering, but causes me to book in 
advance – sometimes, even into the second half!  
   My approach to booking partners is to 
generally ask partners for two successive dances 
and thereby always keep just one dance ahead. 
But I am a man and can simply ask a lady for a 
dance. Ladies on the other hand, usually through 
custom/ etiquette, wait to be asked and therefore 
could completely miss a dance if they refuse 
because it is not the very next one being 
requested. This is a dilemma as the ladies can 
sometimes unfairly be accused of pre-booking 
and filling up their programme but, have this 
perfectly good explanation! 
   It has also been known that even when asking 
for a dance some ten minutes before the start in 
the first half to be told that the lady was sorry, 
but her card was full adding, for both halves! 
Curious at this I have enquired how could this be 
possible and suggested that perhaps electronic 
booking might be involved! This question did 
not elicit an indignant ‘of course not!’ 
Interesting! 
   When the dance programme is ‘fast and 
furious’ as on Summer Tuesdays in London, 
when at least 50% of the dances are encored and 
the 7.30-10.30 evening contains a programme of 
17 dances, there is no breathing time between 
dances, let alone time to ask partners for a dance. 
The unwritten approach for those evenings is to 
arrive by 7.15 and agree the first half; the second 
half can be arranged at the refreshment interval. 
Without this pre-booking the speed of the 
evening could not be maintained! 
   There have also been occasions where I have 
been part of a dinner party at a ball and the dance 
card has a space on it for future partners and 
dancing is, for the most part, with partners sitting 
at the same table and arranged by exchanging 
dance cards. In this society it is the done thing to 
book in this way!  
   So it would seem that there is no hard and fast 

rule for pre-booking, it also seems to depend on 
the form of the function! The hope is that if it has 
an established booking approach then the dancer 
knows about it before arriving! Especially, 
bearing that in mind that that dancer could be 
you or me!              

 Stephen Webb  

United States of America 
Ladies Step Dances 

Dear Wilson, 
   John Mitchell, quite correctly, suggests young 
ladies of the 18th century would have performed 
their Step Dances wearing their normal evening 
shoes as would the ladies and gentlemen 
partaking in the pleasures of social Country 
Dancing. It was not until the very end of the 19th 
century that the top professional Highland 
Dancers of the time adopted a lighter, but still 
not over flexible, style of shoe.  
   The Earl Of Erroll, as described in 4 Step 
Dances by Isobel Cramb, is somewhat different 
from the version presented in the Hill MS and 
whilst Frances Peacock is often considered to be 
Frederick Hill’s teacher the most recent research 
suggests another Aberdeenshire teacher by the 
name of Myren (or Myron). 
   Flora MacDonald’s Fancy, The King Of 
Sweden and particularly The Earl Of Erroll as 
described in Isobel Cramb’s book contain, to a 
greater or lesser extent, elements of a Hard Shoe 
style of dance. As John suggests, the Scotch 
Measure included in the book has undergone 
major surgery to arrive in its present condition 
and should be reconsidered as a solo rather than 
a duet. The Highland Schottische has evolved 
from the Schottische imported from Europe and 
can have nothing to do with the Scotch Measure. 
   The duet version of the Scottish Lilt originated 
around 1961 when The Highland Threesome, 
consisting of Linda Watkins (Vaks), Joan Honor 
(Desborough) and myself, searched for and 
devised additional material for our performances. 
We used the dance extensively from 1963 
onwards and later it was shared with other 
dancers in the London and Home Counties area. 
See http://hometown.aol.com/scotdance/
Choreogr.htm#LILT%20DUET for details of the 
basic duet. 
   The use of music in 9/8 time would indicate a 
certain antiquity in the Lilt and could account for 
the alternative title the dance is known by – The 
Scottish Jig. When performed to the original 9/8 
Jig time music of Brose and Butter or Drops Of 
Brandy the dance takes on a very different 
character from that which we see on the 
competition boards today performed to 9/8 
Retreat Marches. 
   Tunes in 3/2 , 6/2 and 9/8 have variously been 
described as “Hornpipes” in the past and were 
not uncommon measures to dance to. Most 
recently I have worked on regressing the modern 
day Steps of Dusty Miller, a solo dance in 3/2  
time, back to a percussive or Hard Shoe style 
dance. The tune is of great antiquity and the 
dance, also included in The Hill MS, may well 
be almost as old as the tune. With virtually no 
alteration to the movements, the dance has fallen 
back to a simple, Hard Shoe style, solo with an 
amusing song to accompany it. 
   There is much that could be written on the 
subject of Ladies Step Dance and Step Dance in 
general, but for further enlightenment on the 
subject I would suggest: 

Traditional Step-Dancing In Scotland  
by J. F. and T. M. Flett  ISBN:  1 8982118 45 5 
And for instruction on some old and not so old 
Ladies Step Dances: 
S.O.H.D.A. Dance Sheets. 
To contact the Scottish Official Highland Dance 
Association: 
Alex McGuire, 40 Dalbeattie Braes, Chapelhall, 
Airdrie, Scotland ML6 8GQ. 
Tel: 01698 738098 
   Happy Hard Shoe,   

Colin Robertson 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

 Linlithgow 
Appeal to Young Dancers 

Dear Wilson, 
   Two things struck me about the front page of 
The Reel, No. 263. Of the three dance 
programmes given, in the last four dances of 
each half, two of the dances are strathspeys, 
including some 8x32 bar ones. Then in the list of 
the most popular dances, (see front page of last 
Reel) Pelorus Jack is the highest on the list, a 
dance which I have found very boring after doing 
it a couple of times. 
   The Society mutters about declining numbers 
and no young people but has yet to give itself a 
make over. Perhaps programme compilers should 
be having a look at themselves in the meantime! 
   Yours relentlessly, 

John D Carswell 

BRANCH BOOKSTALL 
At your service 

Books and CDs for Scottish Dancers 
Mail order from Ian Anderson, 
104 Whitedown Lane, Alton, 

Hants GU34 1QR. 
Tel: 01420 84599 

e-mail: bookstall@rscdslondon.org.uk. 
10% reduction on RSCDS publications 

and recordings bought by members. 
Please state your Branch when ordering. 

N.B.: The Bookstall Stocklist is 
available on the Branch Website. 

Oregon 
Recognition of the massive research into the 

development of Scottish Dancing 
Dear Wilson, 
   Perhaps I could share a thought that I have had 
for some years now: in fact ever since the 
introduction of the RSCDS Scroll of 
Honour. Many of us more deeply involved with 
the background to Scottish Dancing refer 
frequently to Flett and Flett’s extraordinarily 
comprehensive book Traditional Dancing in 
Scotland. This publication was a mammoth task, 
not just collecting the material, but getting it into 
print. I have it on very good account that Tom 
Flett would leave the most recent galley proofs 
with Joan whilst she was in a hospital 
bed recovering!!  Indeed their contribution to 
Scottish Dance has been immeasurable and such 
similar praise could well be given, I am sure, to 
Ian Jameson, Hugh Thurston, George Emmerson 
and others including Hugh Foss. The thought 
that has been in the back of my mind – now that 
the RSCDS has become more liberal in its 
thinking – is that now is the time to recognise in 
some way the exceptional work done by these 
researchers over more than 50 years. Work 
which, at the time, was often denied any 
recognition because of the contentious nature of 
the content, but which in truth is the backbone of 
the renaissance which has occurred in the 
RSCDS over the past few decades. 

Colin Robertson 
Editor’s note: John Mitchell should also be 
included for his extensive research as yet 
unpublished. 
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1.  Aston Clinton Children’s Dancers on display (see article on page 4). (Ann Robertson) 
2.  Teacher Ann Robertson and accordionist Ian Robertson and Angela Young on keyboard with all the children that attended with their parents 
at the Aston Clinton Family Ceilidh. (Stephen Webb) 
3.  London Branch Member Renata Stankova teaches The Gay Gordons to fellow Czechs at the grammar school Gymnázium Zlin - Lesní čtvrt’ 
in the Czech Republic in January this year. (Rudolf Joska) 
4.  A wealth of talent – the Teachers of Chiswick: Sam and James Fairbairn (with Beth and Fergus), Davinia Miln, Susie Mayr, Jerry and 
Danielle Reinstein, Jim Cook, Rachel Wilton and Sin See. (Kay Senior) 
5.  Founder Kay Senior with SCD Graduates Caroline Finkel, Mike Leach and Deb Tanner with Chiswick SCD Club Chairman Nick Haimendorf 
and top musicians Ian Robertson on fiddle and Dave Hall on accordion – 16 March 2008. (Stephen Webb) 
6.  London Branch Members Andy and Lorraine Weiner with Brian and Jane Rose at the RSCDS Winter School in Pitlochry at the reception in 
the Ballroom of Blair Castle – 25 February 2008. (Angela Welsh) 
7.  Dancers at the RSCDS Paris Branch International Weekend in Reims enjoying the excellent music of Marian Anderson and her SCD Band 
dance The Reel of the 51st Division.  (see article on page 15). (Stephen Webb) 
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Revd Ranald Nicolson Macdonald 
1942 - 2008 

Ranald Macdonald known to most people as Ral, 
was born in Edinburgh and lived in London for 
the first few years of his life. He moved to Skye 
when his father retired. Ral was nine when his 
father died. He was profoundly affected by this 
leading to his call to the ministry later in his life. 
He served in the Royal Engineers for six years in 
the 1960s and left to join the Post Office and 
British Telecom where he had responsibility for 
organising training of senior computing staff. 
   He left BT in 1988 to train for the ministry and 
was ordained in 1992, to care for the 
congregation in Birchington, Kent and later 
Crowborough, Sussex before being appointed as 
Community Chaplain in Cheam with particular 
responsibility for the elderly.  
   If the above gives the impression of a quiet 
innocuous gentle pastor you would be mistaken. 
Ral was indeed a very gentle caring listener who 
was much loved by those who benefited from his 
cheerful company, warm friendship and deep 
sense of being in the service of his Lord, but for 
him “Being a Christian doesn’t mean you can’t 
have fun”. Innocuous he certainly was not. Ral’s 
enthusiasm and vitality for life was very apparent 
in his Scottish dancing and was echoed in the 
other aspects of his life.  
   While Ral lived in Gillingham after leaving the 
army, he learnt to dance “slightly differently 
from the way I had done it in Skye”. He often 
hitch-hiked to London to dance, and on one 
occasion was asked by a stranger if he came 
from Skye. He thought the stranger knew him 
but Ral’s origin had been recognised by the way 
he danced!  
   He and Pauline were both in the demonstration 
team having met through dances at the Royal 
Scottish Corporation Hall in Fetter Lane. They 
married in 1967. She remembers Ral dancing 
there nearly every night of the week either with 
the London Highland Club (Ral was MC at the 
Friday dances for some years), or the Clans 
Association, or the Reel Club and always with 
great energy. She recalls Ral and his best-man 
friend Taff (Martin Waldron) would, during a 
dance, hail each other from opposite ends of the 
dance hall when they were the resting couple, 
meet in the middle of the floor and swing until 
just in time to return to their places to continue 
the dance.  

OBITUARIES 

Gillian Collis 
Gillian Collis died in the early hours of 11 
February 2008 having been diagnosed with heart 
disease just before Christmas 2007. 
   She first discovered Scottish Country dancing 
in 1959 and on 21 March 1961 was, along with 
her husband Peter, duly elected as members of the 
Wembley and District Scottish Association. 
Gillian was not one to leave others to do all the 
work and joined the Association’s management 
Council in 1962. Since then she had two spells as 
President, 1978-1980 and 2004-2006, was the 
Honorary Secretary from 1975-1976 and was the 
dance teacher since the early 1980s. Gillian also 
took the classes at the Harrow and District 
Caledonian Society for 16 years and at the 
Watford and West Herts Scottish Association for 
18 years. This commitment to the societies in our 
area was even more remarkable considering that 
for many years she lived in Milton Keynes, an 
hour’s drive or more up the M1. 
   Until her health started to decline in the spring 
of 2007, Gillian would be out dancing most 
Saturday nights, not only in Milton Keynes and 
the London area but wherever there was a good 
dance. Whilst visiting societies across such a 
wide area Gillian encountered many new dances 
which she would subsequently introduce to our 
classes, greatly enhancing the repertoire of all the 
societies in the area. 
   We have been struck by the number of people 
who owe their involvement in Scottish Dancing 
directly to Gillian; indeed some, ourselves 
included, describe her influence as life-defining. 
From teaching raw beginners the basic steps and 
movements in a happy and enthusiastic manner to 
encouraging less experienced dancers to leave the 
safety of the dance class and attend local dances 
and Balls, her ability to pass on the pleasure that 
dancing gave her over the years has inspired 
many people to take up this great pastime of ours. 
   Gillian did not just help beginners however. 
From giving lifts to friends who would otherwise 
be unable to get to a function to supporting and 
encouraging the recently bereaved to start 
dancing again, Gillian made a huge difference to 
so many people’s lives on and off the dance floor. 
   Gillian regularly travelled abroad on dancing 
holidays and was also a keen caravanner 
attending the London Highland Club Camping 
Weekend for over 20 years. Gillian worked in the 
social services in the Wembley area and was 
involved in helping elderly and disabled people in 
Milton Keynes. 

Caroline and Graham Hamilton 

Hugh Evans 
A former member of the Demonstration Class (in 
the 1960s) Hugh Evans moved to Harrogate 
many years ago and died on 31 March. He is 
survived by his wife, Joyce (Cambridge). 

Stan Watts 
Stan was a musician who played in several styles, 
coming into Scottish Country Dancing later in his 
musical career. For many years he was involved 
regularly in Branch events. He accompanied the 
Certificate classes taken by Frances Stamp, and 
with his band he played for Branch dances at both 
Fetter Lane and St Columba’s as well as being 
‘resident’ band at the Holland Park outdoor 
dancing in the summer. He supported the 
Demonstration Team on many occasions, often 
providing the music when spectators were 
invited to join in and on trips to the Continent. 
He was a prolific composer providing both tunes 
for the reel Fraser’s Favourite, which was 
published by the Society, and having further 
tunes published in the Branch music book. In the 
early 1970s he made several EP recordings for 
Bobby Munro of music for Highland and 
Hebridean Step Dancing. He composed music 
for his own funeral, orchestrated by a friend and 
played to great effect on the day. Latterly he was 
beset by a series of strokes which made life quite 
difficult and he died on 6 March. Stan was a 
gentleman with a lovely sense of humour, and 
we shall remember him fondly.  

   For ten years from 1970 Ral was asked to run 
Wednesday dances for the British Council, 
London Overseas Students’ Centre. He found it a 
most wonderfully encouraging time to see 
nationalities of almost every nation dancing 
together. Once a term he engaged Flora Argent 
and her band. Flora said it was the wildest dance 
in London.  
   Ral much enjoyed the Highland Gatherings at 
Richmond and Harpenden and also at the Duke of 
Bedford’s home where he took part in the 
‘Greasy Pole’ and ‘Knock the Bucket’ events. 
   Eventually Ral’s two daughters started learning 
Scottish dancing with Mrs Raffen. To avoid 
waiting Ral joined in “to learn the finer points” 
and gained his gold medal. He tried Highland 
dancing and achieved his bronze medal but it was 
not suggested he continued! About the same time 
he joined her team to dance on the Royal Festival 
Hall stage for a Burns night concert, on one 
occasion taking the bow holding Moira 
Anderson’s hand!.  
   After his ordination at Birchington, Ral joined 
the Thanet Caledonian Association, and of Anne 
Campbell he said “There are some good 
Campbells about”. He addressed the ladies on 
Burns nights and ran very popular Scottish 
Dancing evenings for the Birchington 
congregation and village and repeated this when 
he moved to Crowborough and later to St 
Andrew’s Cheam. His ability to persuade 
reluctant teenagers and more elderly senior 
persons neither of whom were particularly 
knowledgeable Scottish dancers to get onto the 
floor together was marvellous to behold. With 
Ral as MC it was very hard to remain seated 
perhaps because he was so active after having had 
both knees surgically refurbished within the last 
two years. The St Andrew’s night celebration at 
Cheam was a much enjoyed success last year, 
organised and chased forward by Ral’s infectious 
enthusiasm. 
   His retirement last June was followed by a very 
much enjoyed holiday with Pauline much of it 
back in Scotland and Skye. Sadly just after 
Christmas 2007 Ral was diagnosed with a very 
aggressive brain tumour. His cheerful humour 
and faith in his Lord remained an uplifting 
strength to his family and friends to the end. Our 
Sympathy and love are with Pauline, Helen and 
Sarah. 

Andrew Macdonald 

MUSICIANS DAY SCHOOL 
in the Berks, Hants & Surrey Borders Branch 

The position and importance of the musician to 
Scottish Country Dancing continues to be recog-
nised here in the South East of England. The 
B.H.S Branch held their now annual Musicians 
day school in conjunction with the dancing 
school on 8 March in Fleet, Hampshire.  
   With the double value of Ian Muir, accordion, 
and Keith Anderson, fiddle, the students were 
put through their paces, with emphasis on empa-
thy for the music and to feel the rhythm: a static 
musician playing just what is written most likely 
fails to stimulate the dancers. The music must 
provide ‘lift’ 
   The culmination of the day was to play for the 
dance in the evening. The warm and sometimes 
noisy appreciation from the floor showed the 
hard work during the day had not been in vain:  
it was an outstanding success for both musicians 
and dancers.  
   Many of us look forward to the London 
Branch Musicians School and dance in May. 
But is the time coming to take a bolder step and 
have regular classes to bring musicians up to 
class playing standard? 

Anna Crawford 
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RED HOUSE 
The original tune is also known by the name of a 
song set to it in 1724:  ‘Where Would Bonnie 
Annie Lie’. The RSCDS published in Book 7 a 
version of the dance with both titles, quoting 
Walsh The Compleat Country Dancing Master 
(1718) as the source for their instructions. Walsh 
had copied the instructions verbatim from 
Playford’s ninth edition (1695). At least five 
different versions of this dance are currently 
being performed in the western world.  
   When the RSCDS republished the dance, it 
modified it in accordance with its modern 
technique by reducing the four bars of setting and 
four for casting to two bars. This resulted in the 
dance being shortened from its original format of 
3 eight bar phrases played:  A, A; B, B; C, C to 
A; B, B; C, C, while all the other versions retain 
the original length. When it came to the music the 
RSCDS found that it had eight bars too many and 
arranged the music in the form:  A, A; B, B; C;  
by eliminating the repeat of the final eight bars. 
This does not assist the dancers as the phrasing of 
the figures does not fit the music. Fortunately at 
least one Scottish Country Dance Band (The 
Berkeley Players) noted this error and has 
recorded the music more accurately by omitting 
the repeat of the first eight bars. The RSCDS also 
converted the final casting into reels across the 
set, into casting into reels of three on the sides of 
the set, which are awkward to perform. 
Surprisingly the RSCDS retained the original 
English tune for this dance. Hugh Thurston in The 
Thistle Magazine Nos 13, 37 & 43  argued that it 
is not entirely suitable for modern Scottish 
country dance steps. The RSCDS was not the first 
to modify Playford’s original instructions for the 
dance. Playford himself made modifications in 
succeeding editions of The Dancing Master. 
Turner in 1705 and  John and William Neale in 
1726 also made changes in their publications.  
   Dance is a living art and changes continuously 
as well illustrated by Red House. 

John Mitchell 

time was had by all. 
   Our Birthday dance took place on 20 January. It 
was, to the day, 6 years before, that the Chiswick 
group first met. To celebrate our birthday this 
year we tried something different. As most of our 
readers will know Chiswick has a great team of 
teachers and this year those who were able to 
come, selected and called or taught a dance of 
their choice. The whole evening was ably held 
together by Sin See and it enabled the teachers, 
when not calling, to join in the dancing. Rachel 
Wilton taught the beginners, then we paused for 
mulled wine (again!) and goodies and then 40 of 
us danced the rest of the night away. We 
managed to get the teachers to pose for a photo – 
see the centre pages. Our birthday cake (liberally 
laced with alcohol) and generously made by Bryn 
Hall was paraded by our oldest member Bruce 
Sharp (88) and Jonathan Hughes, after which the 
youngest, Beth blew out the candles.  

The Challenge 
On Sunday 16 March Chiswick held their 
‘Graduation Dance’ to celebrate with 4 dancers 
from the beginners class who were deemed to 
have made sufficient progress to allow them to 
stay on after the tea break next term to dance with 
the more experienced group. Certificates were 
awarded to Caroline Finkle, Helen Kahn, Mike 
Leach and Deb Tanner, three of them are pictured 
in the centre pages with Nick Haimendorf 
(Chairman) and Kay Senior (President and 
founder of the club).  
   All clubs have the perennial problem of coping 
with beginners and experienced dancers in the 
same group, without the beginners feeling they 
are out of their depth and without the more 
experienced dancers feeling they are being held 
back. Chiswick think they have found the 
solution. Basically there are two secrets to our 
success: the first is obviously to attract a 
sufficient number of beginners to make a class 
viable and the second is advertising to get the 
numbers. We had a banner saying Scottish 
Country Dancing: Beginners Class and the 
response was all but overwhelming. A small, 
carpeted room had been booked and 27 people 
turned up! This finally whittled down to a regular 
10 or 12, with new people arriving throughout the 
year. When questioned, most of them said they 
had seen our regular banner announcing classes 
but it was only when the second banner went up 
announcing that we were running a beginner’s 
class that they had the courage to come along. 
Enthusiasm is running high and 16 people have 
now committed to coming regularly next term 
and have paid for the classes up front! The class 
now meets in the beautiful upper hall at St. 
Michael’s where there is plenty of space and an 
excellent wooden floor. This is our regular dance 
venue so, as the experienced dancers arrive for 
their class which follows, they join in and help 
out with the beginners. This way the club feels 
more of a cohesive whole. 
   All this recruitment culminated with our end of 
term ‘Graduation Dance’ with over 40 partici-
pants dancing to the superb music of Dave Hall 
and Ian Robertson. The programme, devised by 
Sam Fairbairn, was an ideal mixture of dances to 
please both levels. Everyone is most welcome to 
our next big ‘do’ at the end of the summer term. 
Then the sky’s the limit as we dance in the open 
air on the lawns at the back of Chiswick House. 
The event is called Midsummer Magic and takes 
place this year on Sunday 6 July. The list of 
dances appears in our advert on page 17. There is 
no limit to the numbers we can accommodate, but 
entry is by pre-paid programme only, so write to 
us early with a cheque for £5 and a large sae. 
Dancing against the stunningly beautiful 
backdrop of Chiswick House will be to the music 
of Ian Robertson and Angela Young.  

Kay Senior 

CHISWICK CLUB 
Christmas 

We had a lot of complaints this year that we 
didn’t advertise our Christmas dance ‘Kilts and 
Posh Frocks’. We are always happy to support 
The Reel with an advert whenever it is 
appropriate but this year K&PFS (as we call it 
for short) was an ‘in house’ affair MCd by 
Danielle and Jerry Reinstein and held in our 
usual hall at St. Michael’s in Bedford Park. The 
size of the hall meant that we had to limit the 
number to 50 and the tickets went in the first 
week that they were on sale to ‘the public’. No 
one is excluded of course but anyone interested 
in keeping up with what we are doing should 
k e e p  a n  e y e  o n  o u r  w e b s i t e : 
www.chiswickscottish.org.  
   We had two Christmas ‘dos’ in 2007: K&PFS 
dancing to the amazing combination of David 
Hall (accordion) and Ian Robertson (fiddle); and a 
Beginners Christmas party. At the former, many 
people commented that they had never heard 
better music, so, all being well, we will repeat the 
prescription next year when we will again be in 
St.Michael’s. We have decided that nice as they 
are, big balls take a lot out of those organising 
and that we will only have a really grand affair 
every third year, so watch The Reel for the 
announcement and book early!  
   We now have a beginners class from 6.30-7.30 
on a Sunday and our beginners, who only started 
dancing late in Sept, weren’t quite ready to dance 
at a ball so we gave them their own Christmas 
Party Dance. A lot of our regulars came along to 
help and the final head count was in the region of 
40+. Was it the mulled wine that pulled them in? 
MCs were James and Sam Fairbairn, and a great 
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Shielburn Associates 
For ALL Scottish recordings – 

At bargain prices! 
10 CDs for £100 (post free - UK) 

email: shielburn@aol.com 
Tel: 0118 969 4135 Fax 0118 962 8968 

1 Renault Road, Woodley 
Reading RG5 4EY 

Just listen to our own label releases! 
http://www.shielburn.co.uk 

THE BATH BRANCH 
DIAMOND JUBILEE 

BALL 
The Bath Branch of the RSCDS celebrated 60 
years of dancing with a Diamond Jubilee Annual 
Ball in the Banqueting Room at the Guildhall on 
Friday 22 February. Following a Sherry Reception 
and with the chandeliers twinkling and the 
beautiful setting, you could quite easily imagine 
yourself back in the era of Jane Austen. A hundred 
people danced to the inspiring music of the 
Strathallan Band, ably assisted by our President, 
John Baker as MC. A combination of dances old 
and new gave the programme a good balance. A 
memorable evening ended with carriages at 
midnight and three rousing cheers for the band. 
   To mark the occasion the branch has produced a 
book of nine new dances devised by members, for 
some of them, their first attempt at dance 
compilation. Two of these new dances were 
included in the Ball programme. A display of 
memorabilia stretching back to the early fifties 
created a lot of interest, an Annual Ball ticket 
from 1953, inclusive of supper and dancing from 
8pm to 1am, price 12s 6d !!! 
   The Bath Diamond Jubilee Dances book of nine 
new dances, can be purchased from Anne 
Jarrett  annejarrett@btopenworld.com  Price £3 
inclusive of postage. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Peter Harraway  (Chairman).  
 

The Branch President, John Baker, 
Reminisces: 
Back in the 1950s, 60s and 70s dances were run 
by the Bath Caledonian Society and Bath 
RSCDS: the New Year Ball in the Pump 
Room, the Annual Ball at the Guildhall and the 
Bath Festival Ball at the Assembly Rooms. The 
St Andrew’s Dances, Family Dance and Burns 
Night dinner and dance were at Fortts, Milsom 
Street. Cost of tickets for the balls were 15/- 
and £1.10s for the dinner and dances.  
   The Balls ran from 8 pm to 1 am with music 
by the Bristol Reel Orchestra and included 
buffet supper and cabaret. The Bath Festival 
Scottish Ball was backed by the Bath City 
Council who provided the Assembly Rooms, 
the bar and buffet and also the band (Frank 
Reid) and, on one special occasion, the Pipes 
and Drums of the Argyle and Sutherland 
Highlanders performed. 
   Classes were run by the Bath Caledonian 
Society at Trinity Presbyterian Church and by 
the RSCDS at various schools with Highland 
Dancing at the studio in Abbey Green. Classes 
were financed by the Bath Education 
Department and for 15/- per term you could 
attend a different class every night of the week.  
   At that time Bath RSCDS was the only 
branch in the south west and regular members 
would attend every week from Bristol and 
Cheltenham. Mr Sanson, the President, always 
took the committee to dinner the night of the 
Annual Ball.  

SCOTTISH DANCING 
Pre-History 

Hugh Foss divided the story of Scottish Dancing 
into six periods: prehistoric; Playford; Georgian;  
Victorian; the present; the future. Whilst he 
generally ignored the prehistoric era, and this 
article does not intend to forecast the future, it 
does make a convenient breakdown for the 
purpose of considering dances in their historic 
context. Prehistory has been defined as events 
which happened prior to any contemporary 
written records; however, herein reference is 
made to books published prior to Playford’s The 
English Dancing Master 1651. Prehistoric dances 
cannot be reviewed in detail, but make an 
excellent starting point by way of background 
information. 
   Prior to Playford there were no printed details 
of any country dances in the English language. 
There are a few manuscripts, but generally dances 
were passed on by word of mouth. In Scotland 
this was done by itinerant dancing masters who 
travelled round the country teaching dances in 
stately homes and village halls. A few such early 
dances are still performed, even though they 
arose prior to any historical records, but most of 
them have not survived in the manner in which 
they were originally performed, through 
continually appearing on programmes. Instead 
they have been revived from contemporary notes. 
Unfortunately many dances which are referred to 
in early documents have not survived the passage 
of time and their instructions have been lost 
forever. 
   The practice of attending a class, taking notes, 
and proceeding to teach the dance elsewhere from 
these notes (without obtaining a copy of the 
original instructions) continues to this day. Often 
a teacher misinterprets the notes resulting in a 
variation of the original dance being adopted as 
correct in some areas. 
   Brigadier MacIntyre researched the develop-
ment of modern Scottish dancing, tracing it back 
to Temple dances performed in the Middle East 
more than 2,000 years ago. Although he lectured 
on this subject, unfortunately his researches do 
not appear to have been published.  
   Wandering tribes such as the Angles, Saxons, 
Norse, & Danes, migrated across Europe, 
bringing their dances with them when they 
arrived in these islands. The longsword dances of 
Northern Britain, including the Sword Dance of 
Papa Stour, and other dances appear to be of 
Scandinavian origin and may date back to such 
distant beginnings. 
   Mixed dancing is generally regarded with 
disapproval by the inhabitants of Middle Eastern 
countries and this attitude probably influenced 
Morris dancing which is usually performed by 
sides of the same sex. Similar disapproval was 
also apparent in England during much of the 16th. 
and 17th. Centuries, when mixed dancing was 
frowned upon by the ecclesiastical authorities. As 
a result in many villages the ladies and gentlemen 
formed up in separate sets for country dancing. 
This could also explain why traditionally 
Highland dancing was only performed by men, 
until recent years. 
   In Scotland, due to the vertical integration of 
the clans such changes did not happen so readily. 
With a national dress worn by all classes the 
normal social distinctions were not so marked, 
furthermore with the difficulty of communication 
in the Highlands, social life tended to revolve 
around one’s neighbours, in all strata, with little 
distinction. Generally the Scots have always 
placed a higher value on education than other 
nations, regarding it as part of a Laird or 
Highland Baron’s duty to educate the children of 
his retainers. So it was customary for many of the 
children of the district to attend classes arranged 
for the chief’s offspring. Retainers and their 
children attended the same dancing classes as part 
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REELING IN REIMS 
The weekend got off to a very happy start with a 
dinner party on the Friday evening.  The meals 
were very appetising and beautifully presented, 
accompanied by excellent wines and, of course, 
the champagne for which Reims is famous.  Prior 
to the Formal Ball on the Sunday evening, we all 
enjoyed a tour of Mumm's Champagne Cellars 
and were delighted to sample the end product, 
followed by a gourmet “Diner de Gala au 
Champagne” at Caveau Mumm. 
   Dance classes were attended by 120 very 
enthusiastic participants and we managed to dance 
a variety of dances written by some very well-
known as well as some lesser known devisors.  It 
was indeed a pleasure having Angela to provide 
the music for classes, which were held in the 
palatial Salons Degermann in Reims. Marian 
Anderson's band was "the icing on the cake", as 
we enjoyed the band for two very pleasant 
evening programmes of well-known dances. 
During the Saturday evening dance, one of the 
strathspeys included in the programme was “La 
Fleur de Lyon”, devised for the late Maguy 
Paillet. 
   “a good time was had by all” – thanks to 
Danielle and Jerry Reinstein and the Paris Branch 
Committee.                                     Mary Murray 
 
Mary Murray set the high standard for the 
weekend, accompanied by the multi-talented 
Angela Young. Many French people commented 
on how clear, precise and easy to understand Mary 
was with her instructions despite all the 
Champagne!  

Colin Anderson  
Paris Branch Chairman 

Soloist: PETER JENKINS 
Solo accordion for workshops, classes, day schools 

and ‘smaller functions’. Tel: 020 8581 0359, 
e-mail peter@kafoozalum.co.uk. 

CALEDONIAN REELERS 
Well established 3-piece SCD band, consisting of 
accordionist, fiddler and drummer. Caller/piper 
can also be supplied. Available for RSCDS 
dances, ceilidhs, weddings, reeling. Anywhere, 
anytime for your function. Please contact Derek 
Chappell 01206 764232 / Mary Felgate 07866 
757401 for further information, or email 
Derekdexie@aol.com. 
 

KEN MARTLEW 
Solo pianist / RSCDS teacher / MC  
or Duo with BARBARA MANNING  

(violin/piano) 
A highly-experienced, versatile combination for 

your Day School / Dance. 
European languages, will travel anywhere. 

Enquiries: 01442 261525  kenmartlew@aol.com. 
 

SCOTCH MIST CEILIDH BAND 
Internationally acclaimed 5-piece Scottish Ceilidh 
Band with a suitable line-up for Scottish Ceilidhs, 
Reeling and Highland Balls for Clubs. MC/caller 
available if required. See us, hear us and contact 
us on our website www.scotchmistuk.co.uk or 
telephone Bandleader Chris Ransom on 01843 
821446 for further details. 
 

THE HIGHLANDERS 
Scottish Ceilidh and Reeling band consisting of 
professional musicians; includes PA sound system 
with monitors, etc. Musical line-ups: From 3-piece 
to 8-piece, with MC/Caller available whenever 
required. Recommended for Reeling, Balls and 
Ceilidh Events such as weddings, private and 
corporate parties, etc. Excellent client references. 
Please contact Bandleader: Donald Ross,  
020 8203 0626 or 020 8203 5076, e-mail: 
info@LawsonRoss.co.uk.  www.thehighlanders.co.uk. 
 

KAFOOZALUM COUNTRY DANCE BAND 
Music for Scottish Country Dancing anywhere, 
anytime. For further details and availability, please 
telephone Peter Jenkins on 020 8581 0359,  e-mail: 
peter@kafoozalum.co.uk or our Ceilidh website 
at www.kafoozalum.co.uk. 
 

THE INVERCAULD SCOTTISH 
DANCE BAND 

Scottish Dance Band (3 or 4 piece) for Dances, 
Ceilidhs, Reels, Weddings & Parties. Contact 
Lilian Linden, 01252 629178, Mob: 07879 
633766,  lilian.linden@virgin.net.  CDs £12 each 
(+ £1.00 UK p&p) www.invercauldband.com. 
 

THE FRANK REID SCOTTISH 
DANCE BAND 

Broadcasting band for Scottish Country Dances, 
Reeling, Ceilidhs and Weddings. Any size of band 
from one to seven with PA to match from 100 to 
2000 watts. Particularly interested in any ideas for 
expansion of ceilidh market. The Granary, Park 
Lane, Finchampstead, Wokingham, RG40 4QL,   
reel@frankreid.com. Tel/Fax: 0118 932 8983. 

Scottish
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Contact: Mike McGuinness Tel: 020 8398 6799
or Tel/Fax: 020 8546 0075 (business hours)

 

BANDS 
of this process, not merely to make up numbers. It 
was accepted that socially at local functions all 
levels of society would mingle and perform the 
same dances. This custom still applies today, the 
Royal family still dance with staff on appropriate 
social occasions at Balmoral, a tradition revived 
by Queen Victoria who always enjoyed such 
functions. 
   Dancing probably began with solo dances, 
which gradually evolved into line dances, such as 
the ‘Farandole’, in which the dancers join in a 
single line and follow their leader. (The line 
dances of North Western Europe were depicted 
by Flemish artists in the 16th. Century).  From the 
line dance there was a gradual evolution into 
circle dances round the room for as many as will. 
   In Northern Europe ‘rounds’ for three or four 
couples probably developed from the older circle 
dances (the circles gradually reducing in size) 
although there is no definite proof of this. The 
rounds gave rise to more varieties of pattern and 
were a precursor of the quadrilles, or square sets 
which are still performed today. Some of the 
country dances in the first volume of Playford 
were devised for square sets, many years later 
these were taken to France, leading to the 
development of the French Cottilons and 
Quadrilles which were subsequently introduced to 
Britain.  
   Another development was to form a straight 
line of dancers up and down the room. The most 
easily identifiable dance of this type is ‘Sedany’ 
or ‘Dargason’. In this dance, which is performed 
to a traditional tune which is similar to ‘The Irish 
Washerwoman’, the first couple face each other, 
the remaining men line up behind the first man 
and their partners behind the first lady. The first 
couple dance a simple eight bar figure and pass 
on. They repeat this figure with the second 
couple, first man with the second lady and the 
first lady with the second man. When the first 
couple is repeating with the third couple, the 
second couple perform the same figure. The 
figure is repeated continuously until the first 
couple reach the end of the line, where they rest 
for one repeat, before dancing back into the 
middle of the line. When the first couple meet 
(sometimes for the second time in a small set) 
they introduce a different figure which is 
gradually taken up by the other dancers as they 
again encounter the leading couple. Finally when 
the leading couple meets for the third or fourth 
time they commence a ‘longwise hey’ all passing 
by the right to commence. This figure completes 
the dance. Nowadays it is customary to restrict 
this to a maximum of four couples, otherwise it 
would be considered too long, tedious and boring 
for ballroom performance. Instructions were 
republished by Cecil J. Sharp. In the United 
States of America, ‘Dargason’ is usually 
performed as a round the room dance for as many 
as will. The dancers form up in a circle, each man 
with his partner on his right, and commence with 
a circle round and back. All then face their 
partners and dance the first figure, repeating this 
all round the room until they meet their own 
partner for the second time. All then dance a 
second figure, all round the room. When they 
meet their partner for the fourth time, they finish 
with a ‘circular hey’. In America (and 
occasionally in England) such early dances are 
usually performed in period costume. Any 
number of couples can be accommodated in such 
a circle dance, continuing for as many changes of 
figure as the dancers desire. The ‘Reel of 
Tulloch’ has the same basic structure and evolved 
from a Farandole similar to ‘Dargason’. The 
‘Roundabout Hullachan’ being an adaptation of 
the same structure in a circle formation. It is 
arguable as to which of these dances came first. 
   In Western Europe dances gradually evolved in 
which partners danced alongside each other, in 
lines across the ballroom, all facing the top. This 
occurred mainly at court so that the monarch, 

seated at the top of the room, could watch the 
faces of the participants, in case any were 
hatching a plot. The musicians played from a 
gallery at one side of the room. Some such dances 
still survive in this format, in which the 
progression is made by the leading couple joining 
hands to make an arch, which the other dancers in 
the line all dance through. This tradition of 
dancing in pairs, all facing in the same direction, 
eventually led to round the room sequence 
dances, of which dances, such as the ‘Barn 
Dance’, are a descendant. 
   According to Ossian, the origin of Highland 
Gatherings is lost in the mists of antiquity; there 
is no written evidence of Highland competitions 
taking place prior to the 11th. Century. The 
original objective was to hold a series of trials to 
test the speed and strength of Clansmen at a 
variety of activities. These trials were used to 
select men for different duties in the service of 
the Clan Chief, including different forms of 
fighting in the local battles which occasionally 
occurred. During the 12th Century the games 
tended to be combined with the compulsory 
‘wappin’schaws’, during which every man had to 
produce his weapons for inspection by the King’s 
Officers. King Robert the Bruce eventually laid 
down the arms which each man should bear 
according to his station in life. The Highland 
competitions include: archery, athletics, 
swimming, cross country running, field events 
(jumping, discus and javelin) and the heavy 
events (shot putt, hammer, caber and weight) 
which gave a guide to the competitors’ abilities. 
As the games became formalised, they developed 
from a local event for a Clan or District, to 
organised competitions between competitors from 
an ever expanding area. The dancing probably 
commenced as a social end to the day, before 
becoming competitive. The introduction of 
competition led to the formalisation of steps and 
figures to provide a standard on which judging 
could be based. The modern Highland Gatherings 
eventually emerged from such local competitions 
during the 19th Century.           To be continued.  

John Mitchell 
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SUBSCRIBE TO THE REEL 
If you are not a member of the London Branch 

order your copy of The Reel from  

Rita Marlow, 17 West Farm Close,  
Ashtead, Surrey KT21 2LH,  

tel: 01372 812821, 
e-mail: rusmar@ntlworld.com 

The annual cost for individual subscribers is 
£4.50 if resident in the UK, £5.00 for other 
European residents and £7.00 if resident 
elsewhere. There are special rates for bulk 
orders. Remittances in sterling please, payable 
to RSCDS (London Branch). 

Continuing The Reel series on local 
bands…. 

KAFOOZALUM 
Is it a lager or a tune, ……or questions along 
those lines are often asked of them.  
   Well, it is the name of a tune, but also one of 
the south-east’s longest running bands formed in 
1978 as a collaboration between Peter Jenkins 
(accordion), Jacki Whitby (accordion), Graham 
Ford (bass guitar) and Pete Sawyer (fiddle) along 
with Colin Hume (caller for English country 
dances and barn dances). Peter and Jacki both 
played English and Scottish country dance music 
for social dances and classes with Jim Perry’s 
Thistle and Thamesiders bands. 
   The line-up has changed over the years with 
Paul Lennon (fiddle, keyboard, guitar or bass 
guitar depending on circumstances), Andy 
McFarlane (fiddle), Mollie Koenigsberger 
(fiddle), Dave Griffiths (second accordion), 
coming and going, with Bob Parsons (drums) 
who still makes an occasional guest appearance. 
   The current line-up has been settled for about 
14 years now with Peter Jenkins (accordion) as 
leader, musical arranger and trouble maker. He 
also plays solo for classes and smaller dances 
and parties.  
   Rod Dorothy is the band’s fiddler, and is in his 
second spell with the band (a total of more than 
twenty years), having had time off for good 
behaviour to tour with Barbara Thompson’s 
Paraphernalia. He also plays, and has made 
recordings with the Celtic festival band New 
Celeste. 
   The line up is completed in every way with 
Sandra Smith on keyboard, or piano preferably if 
one is available! She joined in February 1994. 
Not only does she do her best to control the other 
band members (not an easy task), but also plays 
for classes and is a professional accompanist and 
vocal coach. She is also invaluable as the only 
Scot in the band. 
   The band is now playing exclusively for 
Scottish dances, ceilidhs and weddings – Andrew 
Kellett was the first caller for ceilidhs, but when 
family and work commitments took over in the 
mid 1990s, his place was taken by Simon Wales 
who is still working regularly with the band. A 
good substitute is always available when Simon 
is not available (or working with the 
opposition!). The band can also accommodate 
working with locally provided callers if that is 
what the customer wants! 
   This is not a concert band, but it has an 
interesting selection of Celtic music when 
background music is required. Their forte is 
rather more in playing lively dance music with a 
strong beat which makes the dancers want to 
dance. They play for many ceilidhs throughout 
the year (including the Ceilidh Club, mostly at 
Cecil Sharp House) but also like the challenge of 
playing for Scottish Country Dances – a chance 
to shine with different tunes, some of them 
penned by Peter. A book of Kafoozalum Tunes is 
available from Peter at a cost of £6 including 
postage! 
   It is at Branch events like the regular youth 
dances and adult dances that most Branch 
members will have heard the band, but they are 
also regulars at the open air dancing organised by 
the Branch in Kensington Gardens each year, and 
Peter was for many years the musician for the 
Demonstration Team under Bill Ireland and 
successors. Sandra Smith took over from Peter in 
that role, and is still going strong. 
   With a history and musicianship like this, it is 
not surprising that they were one of the bands 
selected by the Branch to play on the 75th 
Anniversary CD – what is surprising is that this 
is the only recording of their music. The world 
deserves to hear more. 

Simon Wales 

DANCE EVENTS 

RSCDS BRIGHTON BRANCH 
>>> OUR LAST SUMMER BALL <<< 

Saturday 21 June 2008 
Reception 6.30 pm. Dinner 7.00 pm. 

Hove Town Hall, Norton Road, Hove, BN3 4AH 
Strathallan 

Programme: Grand March, Joie de Vivre, 
Summer Assembly, Scotch Mist, The Roselath 
Cross, Finlay’s Frolic, Neidpath Castle, Father 
Connelly’s Jig, Shiftin’ Bobbins, The Dream 
Catcher, The Montgomeries’ Rant, Tribute to the 
Borders, The Belle of Bon Accord, Summer 
Wooing, Pelorus Jack, Ythanside, The Piper and 
the Penguin, The Flying Spur, Mary Hamilton, 
The Bees of Maggieknockater, The Reel of the 
51st Division. Extras: Clutha, Ladies’ Fancy, 
Minister on the Loch. 

All dances will be recapped. 
Tickets: £15.00 (in advance only, includes 
supper and wine) from: Ray Archer (01273 
684417) and Bill Power (01273 731927) or 

email: secretary@rscds-brighton.org.uk 
website: www.rscds-brighton.org.uk 

RSCDS OXFORDSHIRE BRANCH 
Open Air Summer Dance 
Saturday 30 August 2008 
Wolfson College, Oxford 

Dancing to recorded Music 
Indoors if wet 

Tickets £3 in advance (£3.50 on the day)  
including tea and biscuits 

Contact: Trisha Rawlings, tel. 01869 340830 
Email: trish@rawlings50cc.fsnet.co.uk 

 

Advance Notice 
Annual Ball 

Saturday 25 October 2008 
 Headington School 

Ian Muir and The Craigellachie Band 

RSCDS BERKS/HANTS/
SURREY BORDER BRANCH 

 

May Ball  
Saturday 17 May 2008 

 
Court Moor School, Spring Woods,  

Fleet GU52 7RY – Note new venue. 
Ian Muir and the Craigellachie Band 
Contact Shirley Ferguson 01276 501952 

 

Summer Open Air Dance 
21 June 2008 

At South Hill Park, Bracknell RG12 7PA 
from 2 - 5pm 

All dances will be recapped. 
Contact:  Fiona Albinson 0118 9789181  

 

Details of events on - www.rscds-bhs.org.uk 

SOUTH EAST HERTS  
SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE SOCIETY 

Golden Jubilee Concert 
Saturday 31 May 2008 
Castle Hall, Hertford 

7.30 -10.30pm. 
Garden Dance 

Saturday 12 July 2008 
Lower Farm, Cottered, Herts 6-9pm 

If wet, Village Hall, 6-10pm. 
Beating The Retreat 

Sunday 7 September 2008 
Hertford Castle Grounds 2-5pm. 

Admission free (charity collection) 
South East Herts Annual Ball 

Saturday 15 November 2008 
Castle Hall, Hertford. 8-12pm. 

Robert Whitehead’s Band 
Contact Jane Ritchie 01438 812025 

for all the above events, 

BERKHAMSTED 
STRATHSPEY AND REEL 

CLUB 
Spring Dance 

Saturday 17 May, 2008 
7:30 - 11:30pm  

Boxmoor Playhouse, St John’s Road,  
Hemel Hempstead HP1 1NP 

Ken Martlew and Ian Robertson 
Programme: Good Hearted Glasgow, The 
Sailor, Seagreen, White Heather Jig, The 
Lochalsh Reel, La Fleur de Lyon*, Baldovan 
Reel, The Reel Friend*, Joie de Vivre, Ian 
Powrie’s Farewell to Auchterarder, Kelloholm 
Jig, Festival Fling, Wind on Loch Fyne, 
Ladies’ Fancy, Black Mountain Reel, 1314, 
Quarries’ Jig, J B Milne, Monymusk, Duke of 
Perth. 
* For details of these dances see our website. 

Admission by Programme - £7.50. 
Licensed Bar - (£1 corkage fee if you bring 

your own drinks). 
Bring and share supper. Raffle. 

Details and tickets from: Mrs Janet Halse,  
1 Highcroft Road, Felden, Hemel Hempstead, 

Herts HP3 0BU, tel: 01442 246381. 
e-mail: janethalseuk@btinternet.com 

www.berkhamstedreelclub.org 

FELTHAM & DISTRICT SCOTTISH 
ASSOCIATION 

60th Anniversary Ball 
8 November 2008 

7.30 - 11.00pm 
The White House Community Centre, Hampton. 

Karl Sandeman and his Band 
Programme: The Diamond Jubilee, Dunsinane, 
Peat Fire Flame, Quarries’ Jig, Bruces’ Men, 
Miss Hadden’s Reel, Preston Mill, Now We are 
‘Six 0’, Johnnie Walker, Cramond Bridge, 
McLeods Fancy, The Robertson Rant, Rev John 
MacFarlane, Anniversary Reel, Rose of the 
North, Napiers Index, Mr Iain Stuart Robertson, 
The Reel of the 51st Division. 

Tickets £16 including supper – Bar available 
(£15 if purchased before 21 October) 

Contact; Paul – 01784 462456 
p@ulfbrown.co.uk 

BREAKS MANOR--HATFIELD 
Charity Dance 

Saturday 30 August 2008 
7.30 -11.00pm 

Programme a selection from 
‘popular dances in southeast’ 

Tickets:£4.00 + Raffle + shared refreshments 
Info: davinaht@ntlworld.com tel: 07855661510 
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BRANDED GARMENTS  
A range of garments including Tee Shirts, 
fitted Ladies Tees, Polo Shirts and Sweatshirts 
is available sporting the Branch logo. These 
garments are offered in a range of colours and 
sizes and children’s sizes are also available. 

 Order forms are available from  
Jeff Robertson on tel: 01903 245718;  

020 7730 9633;  
jtr@ctg.co.uk, or from the Branch website: 

 www.rscdslondon.org.uk. 
These quality garments are modestly priced as 
follows, postage and packing being charged at 
cost as appropriate:- 
  Tee Shirts  £9 
  Ladies Tees  £11 
  Polo Shirts £15 
  Sweatshirts £16 
There are two logo styles, a discreet 
embroidered logo on the left breast for 
Sweatshirts and Polo Shirts and a larger 
version incorporating our website address, for 
printing on the backs of Tee Shirts and Ladies 
Tees.  
   On light garments the logo will be as above, 
but with a gold crown and silver lettering on 
the darker garments. Please continue to 
support your Branch. 

Jeff Robertson 

DANCE EVENTS (continued) 
LONDON HIGHLAND  

CLUB 

Forthcoming attractions to be 
held at St. Columba’s Church 
Hall, Pont Street, London SW1 
 

Fridays:             Upper Hall            7.30-10.30pm  
Saturdays:         Lower Hall            7.00-10.30pm  

unless otherwise stated 
Saturday 3 May………….…….Karl Sandeman 
Saturday 7 June………….……….Craigellachie 

7.00-11.00pm  Summer Ball see below 
Fri 25 - Sun 27 Jul…………..Camping Weekend 
Saturday  6 Sept…………..………...Strathallan 

President’s Night 
 

All dances will be talked or walked through on 
request, except the Summer Ball. 
   For further details contact: Frank Bennett on 
020 8715 3564, e-mail fb.lhc@blueyonder.co.uk, 
or Roger Waterson on 020 8660 5017. You can 
also telephone our “Dial-a-Programme” service 
on 020 8763 8096 to hear our programme, or 
leave a message. Everyone is welcome at all our 
functions, so please come along and join us for 
an enjoyable evening. Please visit our website at 
www.londonhighlandclub.co.uk for the latest 
news and programmes of our dances. 
 

LONDON HIGHLAND CLUB 
Saturday 7 June 2008 

Summer Ball 
St Columba’s Church, Pont Street 

7.00 - 11.00 pm 
Craigellachie 

Programme: The Bees of Maggieknockater; 
Highland Rambler; 12 Coates Crescent; Ladies 
Fancy; Round Reel of Eight; Silver Tassie; 
Airdrie Lassies; Gates of Edinburgh; Garry 
Strathspey; Ian Powrie’s Farewell to 
Auchterarder; Plantation Reel; The Robertson 
Rant; Hamilton House; Anniversary Reel; Miss 
Gibson’s Strathspey; Postie’s Jig; J B Milne; 
Winding Road; Seton’s Ceilidh Band. Extras 
from: Rev John MacFarlane; Craven Jig; Wind 
on Loch Fyne. 
Dances will not be walked through at this dance. 

Tickets: (Including finger buffet refreshments) 
LHC Members in advance £10.00. 
Non Members in advance £12.00. 

All classes on door £13.00. 
Highland or evening dress preferred. 

All enquiries to Frank Bennett 020 8715 3564, 
e:fb.lhc@blueyonder.co.uk 

 or Roger Waterson 020 8660 5017. 

THE TARTAN JIGSAW  
Bi-Annual Summer Ball 

Saturday, 12 July 2008  
7.30 - 11.30pm 

Croydon High School,  
Old Farleigh Rd. Selsdon, CR2 8YB 

Note: Change of venue 
Robin Ellis and his Band 

M.C. Peter Forrow 
Programme: Round Reel of Eight, Jennifer’s Jig, 
Up in the Air, The Meeting of the Waters, The 
Diamond Jubilee. Sands of Morar, Major Ian 
Stewart, Autumn in Appin, The Irish Rover, The 
Minister on the Loch, Earlstoun Loch, Joie De 
Vivre, Kilkenny Castle, The Waggle O’ The Kilt,  
The Falls of Rogie, The Garry Strathspey, 
Pelorus Jack, Reel of the Royal Scots, Lady 
Sophia Lindsay, The Moray Rant, Postie’s Jig. 

Tickets:  £ 20 including supper. 
Contact:  George Ferrier,  

Tel. 020 8651 5673, Email: 
george2542@hotmail.co.uk 

Or  Elaine Wilde, Tel 020 8660 5167 

JERSEY SCOTTISH  
COUNTRY DANCE 

WEEKEND 
Bank Holiday Weekend 

Saturday 24 and Sunday 25 May 2008 
Ian Robertson & his Band 

Saturday Ball Programme:    7.00-11.30 pm. 
Nice to See You, Lochearnside, The Chequered 
Court, The Reivers, Jean Martin of Aberdeen, 
The Cocket Hat, Blackwater Reel, Foxhill Court, 
The Raven’s Dance, Cramond Bridge, Monadh 
Liath, James Gray, David Russell Hall, 
Lammermuir Hills, Nessie’s Neuk, Follow Me 
Home, Kinfaun’s Castle, Crossing the Line, 
Ladies’ Fancy, The Belle of Bon Accord, Black 
Mountain Reel. 
Sunday Dance Programme:    7.00-11.30 pm. 
The Highland Rambler, Tribute to the Borders, 
Trip to Monymusk, Caddam Wood, Friday’s 
Child, Sloane Square, Scotia Sea, The Grumpy 
Gentleman, Strathcare, Red Ghillies, Ian 
Powrie’s Farewell to Auchterarder, Bruce’s Men, 
Miss Johnstone of Ardrossan, Alltshellach, 
Blooms of Bon Accord, Equilibrium, Blackadder 
House, Anniversary Reel, Quarries’ Jig, S-
Locomotion, Mairi’s Wedding. 

£27.50 per person for two evenings. 
Contacts: Mrs. Helen McGugan, La Pelotte, 
La Rue a Don, Grouville, Jersey, JE3 9GB 

tel./fax 01534 854459 or 
Mr. Alan Nicolle, 88, La Ville du Bocage, 

St. Peter, JE3 7YT, tel 01534 484375 
e-mail address: alan_nicolle@yahoo.co.uk 

http://scottishcountrydancingjersey.blogspot.com/ 

SURBITON & DISTRICT 
CALEDONIAN SOCIETY 

60th Anniversary Dance 
Saturday 27 September 2008 

7:30 to 11:30pm 
Tolworth Girls School 

Fullers Way North, Surbiton 
David Hall’s Band 

Programme: Anniversary Reel, Duke of Atholl’s 
Reel, Butterscotch & Honey, Clutha, Airie 
Bennan, Mrs Milne of Kineff, Reel of the Royal 
Scots, Napier’s Index, Margaret Parker’s 
Strathspey, Miss Johnstone of Ardrossan, 
Diamond Jubilee, St Columba’s Strathspey, Peat 
Fire Flame, Tribute to the Borders, Miss 
Milligan’s Strathspey, Black Mountain Reel, 
Pelorus Jack, The Belle of Bon Accord, St 
Andrew’s Fair, Mairi’s Wedding 
 

Tickets £18.00 inc buffet from Brenda Horwill, 
32 Wolsey Road, Sunbury-on-Thames,  

Middx TW16 7TY 
Tel: 01932 784866 

Email: dmhorwill@aol.com 

HAYES & DISTRICT SCOTTISH 
ASSOCIATION 

Annual Ball 
Saturday 1 November 2008 

Craigellachie Band 
Programme and details in the next issue 

Enquiries: Margaret Wallace Tel 020 8560 6160 
Email:margaret@ianwallace.fsnet.co.uk 

CHISWICK SCOTTISH  
COUNTRY DANCE CLUB  

Midsummer Magic 
An open air dance at Chiswick House,  
London W4 on Sunday 6 July 2008.  
Bring your own picnic from 16.00;  

dancing at 18.00 till dusk 
N.B. Gates shut at 2200  

Music by Ian Robertson and Angela Young 
Programme: Hooper’s Jig, Shiftin’ Bobbins, The 
Byron Strathspey, Major Ian Stewart, The 
Flowers of Edinburgh, The Rakes of Glasgow, 
Joie de Vivre, The Piper and the Penguin, The 
Belle of Bon Accord, Napier’s Index, 
Fisherman’s Reel, Alison Rose, Blue Bonnets, 
Seann Triubhas Willichan, J.B. Milne, Highland 
Rambler. Extras: The Machine without Horses; 
Autumn in Appin; The De’il amang the Tailors.  

Programmes with cribs and directions £5 in 
advance (sae and cheques to Chiswick SCDC) 
from: CSCDC, c/o Kay Senior, 27 Flanchford 
Road, London W12 9ND, tel. 020 8743 9385, 

kay.senior@ukonline.co.uk.  
N.B. No programmes available on the day. 

Also see:  www.chiswickscottish.org.uk 

ORPINGTON & DISTRICT 
CALEDONIAN SOCIETY  

Summer Dance  
Saturday 7 June 2008  

7.30 - 11.00pm  
Petts Wood Memorial Hall  
Robin Ellis and His Band  

Programme: Cramond Bridge, Napier’s Index, 
The Swelkie, Bauldy Bain’s Fiddle, Good 
Hearted Glasgow, Culla Bay, Miss Johnstone of 
Ardrossan, Kelloholm Jig, Monymusk, Gavin’s 
Reel, Hooper’s Jig, The Frisky, The Recumbent 
Stone, The Blue Mess Jacket, Mrs Stuart Linnell, 
The Starry Eyed Lassie, Scotch Mist, J.B. Milne, 
The Dancing Master, The Byron Strathspey, 
Baldovan Reel, The Irish Rover.  

Tickets: £6.00 plus a plate of food to share  
Contact: Denise Buick 01959.562444 or  

email: denise.buick@btinternet.com  

Want to Advertise in The Reel? 
Contact Jeff Robertson, Tel 020 7730 9633 

Or 01903 245718. email: jtr@ctg.co.uk. 

STAFFA HOUSE, Fionnphort Isle of Mull, 
offers a warm welcome. Spacious, comfortable 
B&B accommodation. Views of Sound of Iona 
and Ben More. Sea, mountains, rocks. 
Wonderful walking and wildlife, beaches and 
boat trips. Delicious meals using local/organic 
products where possible. Fairtrade teas, coffees 
etc. Please contact Gillian Cummins/Alison 
Holmes 01681 700677 www.staffahouse.co.uk 
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“DANCE SCOATTISH” 
There are two types of Scottish dancing: what I 
might call formal dancing and dancing for fun. 
The former is preached by learned societies such 
as the R.S.C.D.S. and is practised in 
demonstrations and dances run by such societies; 
to discover the niceties and rigid formalism of 
this it is necessary to be initiated into the rites by 
them. The few words which follow deal with the 
second type……dancing for recreation.  
   Scottish dancing should be essentially a form 
of self-expression and you should not feel 
fettered by restrictions of steps or bars. Steps will 
be dealt with later; but always remember that 
music is there to add to the gaiety and noise of 
the proceedings and it should never be allowed to 
dictate the movements or rhythm. The only thing 
you need notice about it is that sometimes it is 
slower than usual. 
That is for dances 
technically known 
as strathspeys. It is 
best to avoid these 
as they tend to be 
dull. The usual 
quick music is for 
r e e l s .  S o m e 
pedants may try to 
complicate things 
by talking about 
jigs, but they 
should be ignored, 
or else confounded 
by asking them 
what is the precise difference.  
   It is only necessary to know three dances, as 
this repertoire will see you through most social 
occasions and can be adapted very easily to fit in 
with any of the more high-falutin’ dances.  
   First, the Eightsome Reel so well known by 
everyone that you may think it an insult to your 
intelligence to give any advice. The main 
requirement for this dance is to have good lungs: 
the more noise you can make the better. Before 
starting it is as well to decide in which order the 
dancers are going into the middle but this is not 
essential as there is time to argue it out when the 
moment arrives.  
   Begin by forming a circle with four couples 
(hence the title “eightsome”!). It looks better to 
space men and women alternately, but this is 
only a refinement. Join hands, dance round to the 
left and when you think you have gone far 
enough leap into the air, emitting a loud yell and 
waving your legs, before dancing back roughly 
to where you started from. Then the women join 
right hands in the middle and the men grasp them 
round the waist, dance round for a bit and then 
women let go and men join their left hands in the 
middle and dance back. Set twice (that is, jump 
from side to side with hands above your head) to 
your partner and swing her/him round. Then set 
off in a circle either way, giving right and left 
hand alternately to anyone you may meet. The 
quicker you go the sooner you get back and can 
swing your partner again.  
   Now come the solos, when you can really show 
off. One woman goes in to the middle while the 
others dance round and back. All that is 
necessary for her to do is to rotate in the opposite 
direction to the other dancers, but you can do 
some skipping or jumping as well if you like. 
When her partner has re-appeared, the woman 
sets to him and, linking arms, turns him, then 
does the same with the man opposite and then 
they all three dance a figure of eight. It adds to 
the fun if the partners of each of these three join 
in as well, and if you are really clever the 
remaining two can also fit themselves in 
somewhere. The woman then repeats the 

sequence with the other two men.  
   After the four women have had their go it is the 
men’s turn. When in the middle it is important to 
maintain a loud and continuous yell or “hooch” 
to which can be added any desired “steps”, leaps 
or other activity.  
   You will know when the next stage is reached 
because of the redoubled cries of the other 
dancers. This is the beginning of the end and you 
repeat all the first part of the dance, ending up by 
entwining your arms with your partner’s and 
spinning round until the music stops or you get 
too giddy to continue.  
   Next, the Duke of Perth. Don’t be put off by 
people talking about Broun’s Reel, or Pease 
Straw, it’s all the same thing. Here you start in 
two lines, women facing men. You will have to 

do a lot of turning 
your partner so it is 
as well to make 
sure that you 
decide mutually the 
best way to hold 
on. The easiest way 
is to grasp each 
other’s elbows, but 
anything goes. It is 
advisable to use 
some resin on your 
shoes and hands in 
t h i s  d a n c e , 
otherwise you are 
liable to slip or let 

go when turning at high speed and both you and 
your partner may go into orbit round the set. 
Start by turning your partner, going round behind 
your neighbour and turning your partner again, 
preferably with the left hand for a change. If you 
are quick you may be able to do so twice. Then 
turn the person of the opposite sex nearest to 
your right hand (technically known as “first 
corner”), turn your partner by the left, turn the 
person nearest to your left hand (second corner) 
and then turn your partner again, twice is more 
fun. It is of interest to note that the term “corner” 
is derived from “corner-men” meaning either a 
loafer or the man at either end of a row of nigger 
minstrels who contributes comic effects (Concise 
Oxford Dictionary); both these explanations are 
plausible and self-explanatory. But to return to 
our “crookit homed ewie”, as the saying goes. 
Set to your first corner and turn, 
repeat with second, ignoring your 
partner for the time being, but 
giving a clap, if you have time, after 
setting and before you turn, just to 
show that you are coming. Then 
comes a rather complicated figure 
of eight danced with your 
cornermen, but get through this as 
best you can and go home to your 
own side where there should be a 
gap waiting for you, ready to start 
again.  
   Strip the Willow offers you 
endless scope, so long as you do not 
suffer from vertigo. Try to get a position at the 
top of the line and the longer it is the better. The 
precautions advised for the Duke of Perth apply 
with even greater force to this dance. The first 
couple turn in the middle and when sufficient 
momentum has been gained the woman is 
released towards the men’s side. The second man 
catches her with his left hand and, after turning, 
returns her to her partner who is waiting for her 
in the middle. This is repeated all the way down 
the line. If one of the men misses the woman it is 
his responsibility to go and fetch her and return 
her to her partner. By the time the bottom is 

reached the pace will probably have slowed 
down so that the first couple turn in the middle to 
regain their momentum before the first man is 
launched at the women’s side while the first 
woman stays in the middle to catch him. They 
thus work their way up to the top where they turn 
again, and, when ready, release themselves 
towards the sides heterosexually, meet and turn 
each other again in the middle, and so down to 
the bottom. Once they are clear of the top the 
second couple can start the course. Eventually all 
the dancers will probably find themselves at the 
bottom end of the room, in which case an 
interval can be called for to allow for regrouping.  
   As I said in the introduction, there is no need to 
get worried about how to do the steps. When 
setting, all that is necessary is a leap from side to 
side, which looks better if accompanied by arms 
in the  “arms bend” position and a suitable sway 
of the body. When moving from spot to spot any 
walking or skipping step can be used. If you are 
involved willy-nilly in a strathspey, carry out just 
the same movements but more slowly.  
   One of the attributes of Scottish dancing is the 
feel of comradeship. Always be prepared to tell a 
dancer what to do next if they look lost or push 
them into position, even if you aren’t sure 
yourself. It is the willing spirit which counts. If 
you sound authoritative the result will be all 
right, even if it does not conform to the book of 
words exactly.  
   Now for a few technical terms which you may 
come across. They can be used with great effect 
when talking to beginners and give an air of 
profound knowledge and experience of dancing.  
   Poussette: this involves two pairs of partners 
joining hands and gyrating round each other and 
ending up in each other’s place.  
   Cast off, up, down or round: go round behind 
the person in the direction indicated and force 
your way through the line of dancers if you can 
find a gap.  
   Moving up or down: this is an unnecessary 
refinement and can be disregarded.  
   Promenade: three couples join hands with their 
partners and follow the top couple round to the 
left in a circle back to their original places.  
   Allemande: similar to a promenade except that 
it is done by two couples, the man uses a type of 
half Nelson grip behind his partner’s neck and 
somehow in the course of the movement the two 

couples change places, as in the 
poussette. This should not be 
danced by women with tall hair-dos 
as they are very liable to be 
damaged when engaging and 
disengaging.  
   Reel of three: three people all 
trying to dance a figure of eight on 
the same ground at the same time. 
Be bloody, bold and resolute.  
   Reel of four: this technically 
involves four people dancing a 
figure of eight with an extra loop 
but it is often the result of four 
people trying to dance a reel of 

three. This is more difficult than the reel of two 
which is usually going on simultaneously on the 
other side of the dance and it can be quite 
spectacular.  
   Foursome reel: not to be confused with a reel 
of four. It is sometimes danced as half an 
eightsome, but it is advisable to avoid it until you 
have had considerable practice, despite the fact 
that you will find that almost everyone who has 
ever done any Scottish dancing at all claims to be 
able to do it and will always ask for it as an 
encore.  

From Reel 88   Anon 
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GREENFORD AND DISTRICT CALEDONIAN ASSOC. meet at the British 
Legion Hall, Oldfield Lane, Greenford. Visitors welcome. Tuesdays 8.00 to 
10.30 p.m. Details from Mrs P. Crisp, 19 Compton Place, Watford, Herts 
WD19 5HF. Tel: 0203 078 0018. 

GUILDFORD SCDC meets at Onslow Village Hall, Wilderness Road, 
Guildford most Mondays at 8.15pm from September to April. Teacher Paul 
Plummer, 01483 236946. 

HAMPSTEAD & DISTRICT SCOTS’ ASSOCIATION Dancing on Tuesdays 
Sept.-June from 8.00-10.00pm in Elderkin Hall, Trinity Church, Methodist 
and United Reformed, 90 Hodford Road, Golders Green, London NW11 
(Entrance in Rodborough Road). All welcome. Details: Miss Joan 
Burgess, 503A York Road, London SW18 1TF. 020 8870 6131. 

HARPENDEN SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCING CLUB meets every 
Tuesday at 8.00pm at Lourdes Hall, Southdown Road, Harpenden. 
Classes on Thursdays from 8.00pm. Details from Phil Bray, 25 St. Olams 
Close, Luton, Beds LU3 2LD. Tel: 01582 617734. 

HARROW & DISTRICT CALEDONIAN SOCIETY. Classes Wednesdays 
8.00-10.00pm, Orley Farm School, South Hill Ave, Harrow. Details of 
these and other activities from Sheena Henderson, 92a Kenton Road, 
Kenton HA3 8AE. Tel: 020 8907 6581. 

HAYES & DISTRICT SCOTTISH ASSOCIATION meets Fridays 8-10pm, 
September to July in Hayes, Middx. Beginners and experienced dancers 
welcome. Details: Margaret Wallace, Tel: 020 8560 6160. 

HERTSMERE REEL CLUB. Monthly dances on third Saturday (exc. Aug & 
Sept) 7.30-11.00pm, Tilbury Hall (URC), Darkes Lane, Potters Bar. 
Details: Mary Fouracre, 171 Dunraven Drive, Enfield, EN2 8LN. Tel: 020 
8367 4201. 

HESTON & DISTRICT SCOTTISH ASSOCIATION. Thursdays 8.15 to 
10.15pm. September to July, tuition followed by social dancing. Also 
monthly Saturday dances and ceilidhs. All at Heston Methodist Church 
Hall. Details from Mrs Rosemary Mitchell, Tel: 01784 254401. 

JERSEY CALEDONIA SCD GROUP. Contacts: Helen McGugan, La Pelotte, 
La Rue a Don, Grouville, Jersey JE3 9GB Tel/Fax 01534 854459;  Alan 
Nicolle 01534 484375, alan.nicolle@yahoo.co.uk; or Brenda Gale 01534 
862357. See blog http://scottishcountrydancing.blogspot.com/. 

ISLE OF THANET SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCERS meet Wednesdays 
September to June at Holy Trinity & St. John’s C. of E. Primary School, St. 
John’s Road, Margate. Beginners 7.00-8.00pm. General 8.00-10.00pm. 
Details: Mrs Linda McRitchie, 60 Bradstow Way, Broadstairs, Kent.  01843 
869284. 

LEICESTER BRANCH RSCDS meets Thursdays, Holy Cross Centre, 
Wellington St., Leicester. 4 classes – Beginners, Intermediates, Social, 
Advanced. 7.30-8.30p.m., followed by Social dancing until 10p.m. Also 
Tuesdays 1.30-3.45p.m. General class at same venue. Contact: Mrs. 
Pamela Hood 0016 2753886, jdjimps@aol.com.  

LONDON HIGHLAND CLUB meets regularly at St. Columba's, Pont Street, 
SW1. Some major functions held at other London venues. Details: adverts 
in The Reel or contact Frank Bennett, 12 Lingfield Road, Worcester Park, 
Surrey KT4 8TG. 020 8715 3564. Dial-a-programme service: 020 8763 
8096. www.londonhighlandclub.co.uk 

MAIDENHEAD SCOTTISH DANCING CLUB meets every Tuesday 8.00pm 
at St. Mary's R.C. School, Cookham Road, Maidenhead. First Tuesday in 
the month is Social Dancing Evening. Details: Jane Courtier, 16 Ostler Gate, 
M a i d e n h e a d ,  B e r k s  S L 6  6 S G ,  0 1 6 2 8  6 2 8 3 7 2 . 
maidenheadscottishdancing.org.uk. 

MAIDSTONE (COBTREE) SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE GROUP meets 
every Wednesday 7.30-10pm at The Grove Green Community Hall, 
Maidstone. Details from Jane Masters, 251 Robin Hood Lane, Blue Bell 
Hill, Chatham, Kent ME5 9QU. Tel. 01634 864007. 

MARKET HARBOROUGH SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE SOCIETY. 
Dancing at Fairfield Road School, Fairfield Road, Market Harborough. 
Tuesday 7.30-10.00pm. Details: Mrs Connie Elphick, “Lazonby”, 9 Little 
Lunnon, Dunton Bassett, Lutterworth, Leics LE17 5JR.  01455 209446. 

MEDWAY AND DISTRICT CALEDONIAN ASSOCIATION. Dancing 
Thursdays 8.00-10.15pm at St. Mary’s Island Community Centre, 
Chatham. Beginners welcome. Many other activities. Details: Liz Bowden, 
Meadow Cottage, Green Farm Lane, Lower Shorne, Gravesend, Kent, 
DA12 3HL. tel 01474 822919.  

MEOPHAM SCD CLUB meets every Monday evening from September - 
June at 8.15-10.15pm at the Village Hall Meopham. Details from Mrs Jane 
Whittington. 5 Coldharbour Rd. Northfleet.Kent.DA11 8AE, 01474 359018. 

MID SUSSEX CALEDONIAN SOCIETY. Events throughout the year at 
various venues. Members of SASS. Classes held before St. Andrews/
Burns. Contact David Anderson, 8 Tindal Close, Burgess Hill, West 
Sussex, RH15 0LB. 01444 244854, madaanderson@hotmail.com 

MILTON KEYNES BRANCH RSCDS. Mixed ability class Mondays 8.00- 
10.00pm. Bradwell Village Hall, Milton Keynes. Details: Jan Jones, 52 
Aintree Close, Bletchley, Milton Keynes. MK3 5LP. 01908 
378730,jange@verybusy.co.uk 

NORTH HERTS REEL CLUB. Dancing most Wednesdays 8.00-10.00pm. 
from September to May at Roecroft School, Stotfold. Informal Saturday 
Dances. Details: Mrs Jennifer Warburton, 17 Victoria Road, Shefford, 
Beds. SG17 5AL. Tel: 01462 812691. 

NORTH KENT SCOTTISH ASSOCIATION. Dancing 7.45-10.00pm. most 
Wednesdays at Barnehurst Golf Club. Beginners welcome. Details: Nigel 
Hewitt, 227 Knights Rd, Hoo, Rochester, Kent, ME3 9JN. Tel. 01634 254451. 

ORPINGTON & DISTRICT CALEDONIAN SOCIETY. Dancing every 
Thursday 8.00-10.15pm. at Petts Wood Memorial Hall. Beginners/
Improvers Class Every Monday 8.00-10.15pm at St. Pauls, Crofton Road, 
Orpington. Details: Pam. French, 20 Beaumont Road, Petts Wood, 
Orpington, Kent, BR5 1JN. 01689 873511. 

OXFORDSHIRE BRANCH RSCDS. Dancing on Thursdays throughout the 
year in Oxford. Details: Patricia Rawlings, 29 Frances Road, Middle 
Barton, Chipping Norton, Oxon OX7 7ET. Tel: 01869 340830. 

READING ST. ANDREW’S SCOTTISH DANCING SOCIETY. Dancing at St. 
Andrew’s URC, London Road, Reading from 8.00-10.00pm. September to 
May, Tuesdays (elementary) and Wednesdays (general). Details: Rita 
Cane, 45 Beech Lane, Earley, Reading RG6 5PT. Tel: 0118 975 7507, 
www.scottishdancingreading.org. 

OTHER SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE ORGANISATIONS 
ABINGDON SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE CLUB Dancing most Mondays, 

8.00 - 10.15pm, Sept to June at  Northcourt Centre, Abingdon, nr Oxford. 
All welcome. Details/map: www.geocities.com/abscdc or Rowena Fowler, 
01865 361129. 

ADDLESTONE & DISTRICT SCOTTISH SOCIETY meets Wednesdays 
8.15-10.15pm September to May at the Brook Memorial Hall, Ottershaw, 
KT16 0HG. Details from Val Clack, 01932 845869. 

ALDRINGTON (HOVE) SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE GROUP meet 
every Tuesday 8.15-10.30pm, September to June. Details from John 
Steer, 57 Hangleton Rd, Hove, E. Sussex BN3 7GH. Tel: 01273 416893. 

BERKHAMSTED STRATHSPEY & REEL CLUB meets Tuesday evenings, 
September to May. Garden dances June and July. Contact: Judy 
Roythorne, 1, Pine Close, North Road, Berkhamsted, Herts HP4 3BZ Tel. 
01442 875496, www.berkhamstedreelclub.org. 

BOURNEMOUTH BRANCH RSCDS meets every Friday at St. Mark’s New 
Church Hall, Wallisdown Road, Talbot Village, Bournemouth. Newcomers 
and Beginners 7.00-8.30pm. Improvers/Intermediate 8.45-10.15pm. 
Weekly children’s classes. Technique class by invitation – alternate 
Wednesdays. Details from Margaret Robson, 24 Upper Golf Links Rd, 
Broadstone, Dorset BH18 8BX. Tel: 01202 698138. 

BRIGHTON BRANCH RSCDS. Classes for beginners, intermediate and 
advanced, country and highland, adults and children. Details from Ray on 
01273 684417 or Bill on 01273 731927.  www.rscds-brighton.org.uk 

BRIGHTON & HOVE SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE CLUB meets 
Thursdays 7.30-10pm at Balfour Junior School, Balfour Road, Brighton. 
Details from Carol Catterall, 01273 564963. 

BURNS CLUB OF LONDON holds lively meetings in central London, 
usually including live music, on second Monday of the month as 
well as a superb Burns Supper.  Details: Jim Henderson 020 8954 
2586, jimhendersonuk@aol.com. 

CAMBERLEY REEL CLUB. Dancing every Tuesday 8pm at St. Paul’s 
Church Hall, Church Hill, Camberley. Details from Rhoda Finch, 20 
Redcrest Gardens, Camberley, Surrey GU15 2DU. Tel: 01276 681820. 

CAMBRIDGE & DISTRICT BRANCH RSCDS. Classes for all grades. 
Details from Tony Garrick, 29 Illingworth Way, Foxton, Cambridge, CB22 
6RY. Tel. 01223 510201. email: anthony.garrick@ntlworld.com.  

CAMBRIDGE SCOTTISH SOCIETY ScottishCountry Dancing and other 
events.. Dance Circle meets every Thursday 8pm from Sept to June. 
Details www.camscotsoc.org.uk or phone Rachel Schicker 01223 364557  

CHELTENHAM BRANCH RSCDS Advanced class Mondays 7.30-9.30pm. 
General class Thursdays 7.30-9.30pm. Bettridge School, Cheltenham. 
Also a Beginners class. Details: Margaret Winterbourne, 01242 863238. 

CHELTENHAM SCOTTISH SOCIETY. Dancing most Friday nights 7.30 to 
10.30pm from October to end May, at St Andrew’s Church Hall, 
Cheltenham. Details: Mrs Doreen Steele, 45 Dark Lane, Swindon Village, 
Cheltenham, GL51 9RN. Tel: 01242 528220,  mbsteele45@aol.com. 

CHESHAM: THE LUCY CLARK SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE CLUB 
meets Thursdays 8.00pm, White Hill Centre, Chesham HP5 1AG. Details: 
Dick Field, Stonefield House, Clappins Lane, Naphill, Bucks HP14 4SL. 
Tel: 01494 562231 

CHISWICK SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCING CLUB in the Upper Hall at St 
Michael’s & All Angels’ Church, corner of The Avenue and Bath Rd. (turn 
right out of Turnham Green Tube), W4. Sundays until 29 Jun. 6 Jul 
Midsummer Madness in Chiswick House grounds. Restart 14 Sep. 
Beginners 6.30 – 7.30, General Class 7.30 – 9.15. all levels welcome. 
Details: 020 8743 9385 (afternoons) also www.chiswickscottish.org.uk 

CIRENCESTER SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE CLUB meets most 
Wednesdays 8:00 - 10:00pm September to end June at the Bingham 
Hall, King Street, Cirencester. Details Mr A.E.L. Bush, Lake View House, 
Withington, Glos. GL54 4 BN. 01242890454,  tmbush@btopenworld.com 

CLAN DONNACHAIDH SOCIETY:  Robertsons, Reids, Duncans etc.  The 
London & Southern Counties Branch has attractive programme of events 
tailored to meet members’ preferences.  Details: jean_robertson@beeb.net. 

CRAWLEY SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCING CLUB meets Thursdays 8.00 
to 10.00pm September to June at Milton Mount Community Hall, Milton 
Mount Avenue, Pound Hill, Crawley. Details: Mrs Pip Graham, 57 Milton 
Mount Ave, Pound Hill, Crawley, W. Sussex RH10 3DP, tel: 01293 882173. 

CROYDON & DISTRICT BRANCH: Branch classes:- General, incl 
Beginners with technique Coulsdon (Fri). Advanced (Wed) Coulsdon. 
Other classes in the area: Beginners: Reigate & Selsdon (Tues): Gen: 
Reigate (Mon); West Wickham (Fri); Advanced: Reigate (Thurs.). Details: 
Dorothy Pearson 01737 551724, www.rscdscroydon.org.uk  

EALING SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE CLUB meets Thurs. 8-10pm. 
September to May at St Andrew’s Church Centre, Mount Park Road, 
Ealing, W5. Details: Rena Stewart, 56 Meadvale Road, Ealing, W5 1NR, 
tel: 020 8998 6419. 

EPPING FOREST SCOTTISH ASSOCIATION Details from John Tanner, 
Tel: 020 8504 1632. www.efsa.org.uk,  john@efsa.org.uk. 

EPSOM & DISTRICT CALEDONIAN ASSOCIATION. Dance classes, 
including beginners, (September to March). Many other activities 
including frequent informal dances. Details from Brian Burgess, 72 
Seymour Avenue, Ewell, Epsom, Surrey KT17 2RR. Tel: 020 8786 7452.  

FARNHAM SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCING CLUB. Dancing every 
Tuesday at 8.00pm, September to May at the Memorial Hall, West Street, 
Farnham, Surrey. Details from Mrs Annette Owen, 47 Beauclerk Green, 
Winchfield, Hook, Hants RG27 8BF. Tel: 01252 845187. 

FELTHAM & DISTRICT SCOTTISH ASSOCIATION meets Tuesdays 
8.00pm, September to mid-July at the White House Community Centre, 
The Avenue, Hampton. Details from Ann or Paul Brown, tel: 01784 
462456 or mobile 07801 160643.  Email: p@ulfbrown.co.uk 

FLEET SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE SOCIETY dance in Church 
Crookham Memorial Hall in Hampshire on alternate Saturdays from 7.30-
11.00pm, September to May. Full details from Vikki Spencer, 24 Park 
Hill, Church Crookham, Fleet GU52 6PW. Tel: 01252 691922. 

GERRARDS CROSS SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE CLUB meets at 
Memorial Centre, East Common Road, Gerrards Cross on Tuesdays 8 to 
10pm end of September to May. Details: Mrs B MacKenzie Ross, Blythe 
Muse, Misbourne Ave, Chalfont St Peter SL9 0PD. Tel 01494 874604. 

RICHMOND CALEDONIAN SOCIETY meets at the Oddfellows Hall, 
Parkshot, Richmond, every Wednesday evening at 8.00pm from mid 
Sept. to end of May. All welcome. Information contact 020 8977 4304. 

SANDERSTEAD URC SCOTTISH DANCE GROUP. Dancing Tuesdays 
8.00pm Sanderstead URC Hall, Sanderstead Hill, S. Croydon. Details: 
Graeme Wood, 01883 627797 or gwood@iee.org. 

ST. ANDREW SOCIETY (LONDON). The Wimbledon and District Scots’ 
Association. Dancing Tuesdays 8.00pm at Wimbledon Community 
Centre, St. Georges Road, Wimbledon, SW19. Details: Miss Alison 
Raffan, 2 Erridge Road, Merton Park, London, SW19 3JB. 020 8540 
1755.  www.geocities.com/standrewsoclondon. 

ST. COLUMBA’S CHURCH OF SCOTLAND, Pont Street.  Scottish Country 
Dancing most Mondays from Sept to May, 7.15-10pm. Admission free 
except for six ‘Band Nights’ when tickets cost £7 inc. supper (Burns 
Night £10). Beginners welcome and there is a step practice usually on 
the third Monday of the month. Further details: Bob Harman: 020 8642 
7192, bobandmegharman@aol.com. 

ST. JOHN’S’s SDC WOKINGHAM: meet every Thurs 8-10.15pm Sept to 
June at St. Sebastian’s Hall, Nine Mile Ride, Wokingham. All standards 
welcome. Sue Davis 01344 774344, 2 Larkswood Dr, Crowthorne. Also 
Childrens’ Class Sats. 9.30 - 11.00am at the Parish Hall, Crowthorne, 
Deborah Draffin 01344 776831. 

ST. NINIAN’S SCOTTISH DANCERS, Luton meet every Wednesday, 
September to July 8.00-10.00pm at St. Ninian’s UR Church, Villa 
Road,Luton, Beds. Contact: Pat Hamilton, 01462 671156 or Sheila 
Harris, 01525 875060. 

SEVENOAKS REEL CLUB meets every Tuesday from September to May, 
8.00-10.00pm at Kippington Church Centre, Kippington Rd, Sevenoaks. 
Details: Penelope Fisk, Sunnybank Cottages, 15 Maidstone Road, 
Riverhead, Sevenoaks, Kent TN13 3BY. Tel: 01732 457327. 

SHENE SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE GROUP meets every Wednesday 
from mid-September to May 8.30-10.30pm, in Barnes. Further info: 
Evelyn Bremner, 49a Lime Grove. New Malden, KT3 3TP, Tel 020 8949 
4469. 

SIDCUP & DISTRICT CALEDONIAN ASSOCIATION. Dancing on 
Wednesdays from 8.00-10.15pm throughout the year at Hurst 
Community Centre, Hurst Road, Sidcup, Kent. Details: Pauline 
Cameron,7 Wayne Close, Orpington, Kent BR6 9TS. Tel 01689 838395. 

SOMERSET BRANCH RSCDS Beginners and General Class at Keinton 
Mandeville School Mon. 7.30-9.30pm. Experienced Thurs. at Monteclefe 
School, Somerton 7.45-9.45pm Children’s Class Charlton Mackrell 
Reading Room 2.30-4.00pm Sats. Highland class Kingsdon Village Hall 
2.00-4.00pm Suns. 

SOUTH DORSET CALEDONIAN SOCIETY. Dancing at St. Edmund's 
Church Hall, Lanehouse Rocks Road, Weymouth, Dorset, Wednesday, 
7.30-10.00pm. Details from Miss Valerie Scriven, 13 Fenway Close, 
Dorchester Dorset DT1 1PQ. Tel: 01305 265177. 

SOUTH EAST ESSEX SCOTTISH SOCIETY. Dancing Fridays, 7.30 to 
10.30pm, St. Peter’s Church Hall, Eastbourne Grove, Southend (near 
hospital). Tuition 7.30-9.00pm. Details Mrs Edna Carroll, 01702 428974. 

SOUTH EAST HERTS SCDS. Classes in Hertford, Sept to May: Inter/Adv 
Tues 7.45pm, Bengeo School, Hertford; Beginners Thurs 7.30pm. 
Millmead School, Hertford. Demonstration Alt. Mons 8.0pm. St John’s 
Hall, Hertford. Details: Mrs Maureen Ainsworth, 01279 434342. 

SOUTHWICK SCD CLUB meets Thursdays 8.00-10.15pm at Southwick 
Community Centre, Southwick, W. Sussex. Details: Brenda Hinton,  
01273 595017. 

SURBITON & DISTRICT CALEDONIAN SOCIETY. Dancing every 
Thursday at 8pm. September to June at St. Mark's Church Hall, Church 
Hill Road, Surbiton. Details: David Horwill, 32 Wolsey Road, Sunbury-on
-Thames, Middx TW16 7TY. 01932 784866. surbitoncaledonian.co.uk. 

THE SCOTTISH CLANS ASSOCIATION OF LONDON meets at St. 
Columba's Church, Pont Street, London SW1, every Tuesday from 
October to end of May for Scottish Country Dancing, 7.00-10.00pm.  
Details: Tom Symington,  020 7834 7151 or 020 7828 6792. 

TONBRIDGE SCOTTISH DANCERS, Fridays 19.30-21.30 at St. Stephen’s 
Church Hall, Waterloo Road, Tonbridge, Kent. Please contact Angela 
Campbell on 01689 81815. 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS BRANCH RSCDS. Beginners, General and 
Advanced classes on Mon, Tues, Thurs, 8.00-10.00pm at St. 
Augustine’s School, Wilman Road, Tunbridge Wells. Details: Colin 
Simpson, 21 Culverden Avenue, Tunbridge Wells TN4 9RE. Tel: 01892 
532712(eve) 01732 377407(work). 

WALLINGTON, CARSHALTON & DISTRICT SCOTTISH ASSOCIATION 
hold weekly adult Classes for, Intermediate and Advanced levels on 
Monday evenings. Details from Mrs Maggie Westley, 30 Stanley Road, 
Carshalton, Surrey SM5 4LF. Tel: +44 (0) 20 8647 9899,  
westley3148@tiscali.co.uk. www.wallingtonscottish.org.uk. 

WATFORD & WEST HERTS SCOTTISH SOCIETY. Dancing Class at 
Bushey Community Centre, High Street, Bushey WD23 1TT. Thursdays 
from 8.00-10.00pm. Details: Stuart Kreloff, 60, Tunnel Wood Road, 
Watford WD17 4GE. 01923 492475, reel@WatfordScottish.org.uk. 

WAVERLEY SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE CLUB meets at Holy Trinity 
Church Hall, Winchester, every Thursday from September to the end of 
June, 8.00-10.00pm. Details: Mrs Pat Mumford, 02380 252570. 

WEMBLEY & DISTRICT SCOTTISH ASSOCIATION Mondays 8.00pm. 
Dance Class. The Church of the Ascension, The Avenue, Wembley, 
Middx. Details: Mrs Pam Crisp, 19 Compton Place, Watford. WD19 
5HF. Tel: 0203 078 0018. 

WINCHESTER BRANCH RSCDS Classes Tuesdays 8.00-10.00pm. 
Club night (all abilities) Wednesday 8.00-10.00pm. Both evenings 
take place at St. Peter’s School, Oliver’s Battery Rd North, 
Winchester. Details: Wendy Mumford (teacher), 20 Blendon Drive, 
Andover, SP10 3NQ.  01264 363293, wendy@mumford.com. 

WITHAM & DISTRICT CALEDONIAN SOCIETY. Dancing every 
Wednesday 8.00-10.00pm. The Centre, UR Church, Witham, Essex. 
Details from Maureen Manson, tel: 01206 210927. 
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House of Tartans 
Kiltmaking Specialists 

 
Kilts and Outfits Quickly 

All woven tartans including 
place names available. Hand 

sewn kilts, Charlie and Argyle 
jackets, sporrans, buckle/ belts, 

ghillies, hose, sgian dubhs, 
dirks, shirts, etc.  
Good discounts 

Repairs and Alterations 
Pipers and Highland Dancers 

available 
Come and meet the experts 

Visits by appointment please 
 

Kiltmakers & Highland 
Outfitters 

Stan & Pat Wallace-Pope 
A.B.A.T.D. Highland Branch 

89 Alexandra Road 
Peterborough PE1 3DG 

Tel: 01733 310628 
enquiries@houseoftartans.co.uk. 

Above:  
Ian Robertson leading the Aylesbury  
Fiddlers Rally in January. 
(see article on Page 7) 
 
 
 

Right: 
Rachel Wilton 

Outgoing Chairman 

PETRONELLA 
Mail order only from 

181 Bourn View Road, Netherton, 
Huddersfield, HD4 7JS. 

Telephone 01484 661196 
Kilt Pins, brooches, sashes, 

Dancing shoes, Books. 
Price list on request 

e-mail jean.
petronella@btopenworld.com 

Where else can you hear, on one CD, most of the bands who 
play regularly in London and the South-East? 

This compilation CD of music for dances recently published in the London 
75th Anniversary book, includes six different bands and one track by a 

piper, each band having its own unique sound. 

Available from the Branch bookstall for £12 or buy the book and CD 
together for just £15 plus postage.    

Hurry while stocks last! 

Published by the RSCDS (London Branch) Printed by Cassio Graphics, tel: 01923 237088 

London Branch 75th Anniversary CD 

Stephen Webb 


