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MUSIC: March - Johnnie Cope
Stratbspey - Wha Wad'na Fecht for Charlie
Reel - O'er the Water to Charlie

FORMf,TlON: ,Two men, dancing to
crossed swords; No, 1 man at 1,
No. 2 man at 3.

THE JACOBITE S'VORD DANCE

(Brought from France to Scotland in the 17th century, Collected in Ontario, Canada, in 1917.)
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:MARCH: Entrance. The two men lay down swords, then take posinons 1 and 3, facing swords. The
whole entrance should be done with military precision.
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STRJlTHSPEY:

Step 1
Bars

1-4

5-6

Introduction: both men stand at attention; facing each other across swords, hands on hips.

Both men pas de basquc to Rand L, and with one highland travelling step proceed to next
sword point to R, turning "dockwise the while, to face out (i.e., No. l man finishes with
his back to the swords at 2nd point, No. 2 man at 4th point).

Both men pas de basque L, R, and with one .highland travelling step dance to next sword.
point, turning counter-clockwise the while, to face in (No. 1 man at 3, No. 2 rrun at 1).

Repeat above sequence to original places .'

Pas de basque R, L, R, L and complete the step with 8 high cutting, arms raised in "antlers."
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7-8

9-12

13-16
Step 2
Bars

1 Both men dancing in and across the swords and with hands on hips, pas de basque It and L
(i.e., for No. 1 man, in I, then IV). Then, both men continue as follows (directions
are far No. 1 man):

2 With arms raised in antlers, spring into I on R, point L in If in fourth-apposite-fifth posi-
tion (open pas de basque ) : spring into IV on L, point R in Ill.

3 Repeat bar 2.

4 Dance four spring points across R hand sword (R in I, L in 1I; L in Il, R in J; R in IT, L
in I; L in I, R in II) turning clockwise the while and end facinf_~ inward at point 2.
I-lands Oil hips during spring points.

5--16 Repeal at each sword point, completing the step at origin~1 places.

Step 3 - Solos
Bus

1-2 First man pas de basquc to R in I, then to L in IV, then, jumping di.lgonally across the
swords, to R in I l, then to L in Ill, turning clockwise, while jUlllping into Ill, to LIce
11. Hands on hips.
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5-16

17-32

REEL:

Step 4
Bars

1--4

5-8

9-32

33-36

With arms raised in antlers, pas de basquc On R in IV, pointing L in I (open p~lS de basquc};
then jumping diagonally across the swords and turning clockwise the while, p," de
basque on L in Il, point R in 1.

With arms still raised, dance spring points across R hand sword (4) (R in Il l, L in IV; L
in IV, R in HI; R in IV, L in HI; 1 in llI, R in IV), completing the step facing in-
ward at point 4.

first man repeats the above step around sword points 3, 2, 1 to original place.
(No. 2 man, starting on the first bar of the solo, with arms raised in antlers, d.ll1CCS 4
brush steps with the R foot, a's, in Seann Triubhas, dancing clockwise around the swords,
to point 1; and dances 4 spring poi nts, L, R, L, R, in place, still facing in the clircct ion
of his travel- that is, with R shoulder toward the renrcr of the swords. Then he dances
4 more brush steps back to point 3, faces in, and dances 4 spring points L, R, L, R, in
place. (4 bars for all this.) He then stands at attention for 8 bars, and during the last
4 bars of the solo steps danced by No. 1 man, repeats his own dalll'ing around the
swords back to place.)

No. 2 man dances the solo steps as in Bars 1-16 above.
(Meanwhile, No. 1 man, with arms raised in antlers, dances 4 brush steps with the R foot
to point 4; dances 4 spring points L, R, L, R; dances 4 more brush steps to POi"l 3;
faces in and dances 4 spring points L, R, L, R in place, He stands at attention for 8
bars; and on the last four bars of No. 2 man's solo, rtpeats back to place, dancing clock-
wise around the swords.) •

Both men pas de basque R, L, R, L turning from side to side at about a "[50 angle, arms ar
sides.

With 4 pas de basque, turning clockwise, dance to next sword point to H. (i.e., No. 1 013.n

to point 2, No. 3 man to point 4).

Repeat Bars 1-8 back to original places,

Both men pas de basque to R, L, R, L (with ~o turning).

37-40 Finish with six high cutting, arms raised; assemble with L foot in front, leap, assemble with
R foot in front, hands on hips.

MARCH: Exit: bow, pick up swords, leave by any suitable formation,


