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Results of the questionnaire on your experience of Scottish Country Dancing  
  
 

1. Age: 

Age of participants

5%
10%

9%

18%

31%

27%

under 25

26-35

36-45

46-55

56-65

over 65

 
 

2. Gender: 

 

proportion of men and women

70%

30%

Female

Male

 
 

3. Nationality: 

Country of origin

18%

31%

13%

7%

0%

30%

1%
Scotland

Rest of UK

USA, Hawaii and

Canada

Australia and NZ

Other

Commonwealth 

Continental Europe

Other Countries
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4. Qualifications:  

qualifications

5%

3%

11%

41%

27%

13%

no answ er

no diploma

high school (or

equivalent)

bachelor's degree

(or equivalent)

master's degree (or

equivalent)

Ph.D (or equivalent)

 
 

5. You live: 

SCD dancers live:

29%

51%

18%
2%

on their ow n

w ith a partner/

spouse

w ith their family

other

 
 

6. How often do you dance SCD: 

Time of SCD practice for classes

1%

33%

49%

7%

4% 6%

4 times a w eek or more

2 or 3 times a w eek

once a w eek/3 times a

month

once tw ice a month

tw ice to 6 times a year

once a year or less

 

number of day or weekend schools attended in a year

5%
5%

17%

43%

30%
more than 6

5 or 6

3 or 4

1 or 2

none

 



 

 

 

Time of SCD practice for balls and socials

3% 8%

32%

42%

15%

2 or 3 times a

week

once a week/3

times a month

once twice a

month

twice to 6 times a

year

once a year or

less

 
 

7. Where do you usually dance SCD (town(s))? 

Country of residence

10%

29%

13%9%

2%

37%

0%

Scotland

Rest of UK

USA, Hawaii and

Canada

Australia and NZ

Other

Commonwealth 

Continental

Europe

Other Countries

 
 

9. Are you an RSCDS member?  

RSCDS Membership

5%

1%

22%

10% 0%

62%

RSCDS membership w ith 1

Branch

membership w ith 2

Branches

membership w ith more than

2 Branches

non-RSCDS member in

aff iliated group

non-rscds member

RSCDS life member

 
 



10. How old were you when you started dancing SCD? 

Age of participants

0

50

100

150

200

250

300

under

15

under

25

26-35 36-45 46-55 56-65 over 65

age of participants

age w hen started SCD

 

Years of Experience in SCD

10%

12%

16%

24%

12%

13%

13% 2 years or less

 3 to 5 years 

6 to 10 years 

11 to 20 years 

21 to 30 years 

30 to 40 years 

over 40 years

 
 

Was there a period in your life when you stopped dancing?  

42%

32%

26%

never stopped

stopped because of an

SCD injury (and came

back after 2 years at most)

stopped for another reason

and came back

 

Reasons why people stop dancing for a while

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

less

than a

month

1 to 6

months

1 or 2

years

3 to 5

years

6 to 10

years

10 to 20

years

over 20

years

family reason / raised children

studies / work

moved house

health

other reason

 



 

11. Did your parents dance? If so, what kind of dances? 

Parents

57%

18%

1%

16%

2%

3%

1%

2%
parents did not dance

parents danced SCD

parents danced highland, tap or

step dances

parents danced ballroom or rock

and roll

parents danced folk or traditional

dances

parents danced Ceilidh or Old

time

parents dance other country

dances, quadrilles

parents danced other dances

 
 

12. How did you find out about Scottish Country dancing?  

How did they meet SCD

12%

6%

16%

31%

17%

5%

3%

10%

adverts

university

school

friends

family

random

Internet

ceilidh/demonstration/Scottish event

 
 

13. The first time you went to an SCD class/ball, you came:  

Came for the 1st time

34%

30%

36%
alone

w ith other beginners

w ith an SCD dancer

 
 



14. Before starting SCD, did you dance other dances?  

 

Other dances prior to SCD

7%

32%

17%

21%

4%

9%

10%

highland, step, tap dancing

rock or ballroom dancing

ballet or modern jazz

folk or traditonal dancing

ceildh, old time

quadrilles and country dances

(other than Scottish)

other dances

 
 

15. At the moment, do you: 

activities of participants other than SCD

27%

4%

19%
10%

31%

9%

dance

competition sports

leisure sports

playing an instrument

or singing

other leisure

no activity

 
 

16. Do you sometimes do demonstrations ? Do you usually enjoy dancing demonstrations? Do you 

enjoy watching them?   

SCD profile

538 504

127

726

291

34

730

110
47 47 27

0

200

400

600

800

takes part in

demonstrations

enjoys doing

demonstrations

takes part in competitive

festivals

enjoys w atching

demonstrations

yes

no

used to

 
 

17. Do you take part in competitive festivals? See above     

 



18. Do you belong to or have you already been on your club/group/branch committee?  

involvement

58%

42%

have been part of

their group/

Branch committee

have never been

in their

group/Branch

committee

 
 

 

19. Your reason(s) for starting SCD:  

motivations

0
100
200
300
400
500
600
700
800

keep fit do

something

Scottish

meet

people or

friends

learn

technique

and skills

practice

their

English

liked the

music

already

liked to

dance

by

tradition

(family,

culture)

Why did they

start SCD

Why do they still

do it?

 
 

20. Why do you still dance today?  See above 

 

21. For you, your usual  SCD class is: 

The usual SCD class is 

671

304

601

460

338

516

80

217

279

231

0

100

200

300

400

500

600

700

800

n
u

m
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e
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o
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e
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a hobby

a sport activity

an opportunity to meet friends

an opportunity to meet new
people

a cultural activity

a relaxing time

a duty

a challenge

working on technique

a passion

 



 

22. Do you think SCD is a healthy activity?  

SCD and health

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

yes no/not alw ays

Physically good

Mentally good

 
 

23. In history, do you think there is /was / will be a “Golden age of SCD”?  

Golden age of SCD

37%

33%

30%
golden age

no golden age

no opinion

 
 

If so, when did/will it happen? 

Golden age of SCD

0

5
10

15

20

25
30

35

40

17th-19th

century

1901-1930 1931-1950 1951-1970 1971-1990 1991-today future

 
 

24. Do you think SCD loses its characteristics when it is danced by non-Scottish/non-British people 

or when it is danced (regularly) outside the UK?  

SCD danced abroad

 loses its characteristics

90%

3% 7%

yes

no

maybe

 
 



25. Have you travelled more than 30 miles / 40km to dance within the past 6 months? *Yes / No     

66% of the respondents have done so. 

 

26. Have you ever attended a ball, or a week-end school a residential course of SCD that was over 

200miles/300kms away? 49% of the respondents have done so. 

400miles/600km away? 36% of the respondents have done so. 

 

27. Have you ever been to St-Andrews Summer School?  

Summer school

56%

44%

never been to

Summer school

have been to

summer schhol

 
 

If so, do you agree with evolution of Summer School rules for the past 15 years regarding:  

Evolution of summer school

0

100

200

300

400

evolution of

dress code

suppression of

formal dinners

mixed university

w ings

w omen allow ed

at highland class

recaps at

Younger Hall

Ceilidh dancing in

the evening

agree

disagree

  
 

28. What makes you travel to attend weekend-schools?  

Reasons to join a day/weekend school

70 70 70

59

39 37
32 29
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10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

quality of

teachers

good

standard of
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Friends/

sociability

quality of

music

see

something

new

challenge Interesting

venue,

tourism

good value

for money

 
 



29. Your feelings towards your usual SCD group:  

feelings towards the group/branch
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30. Your feelings towards the RSCDS :  

feelings towards the RSCDS

7

14

2 2
5

9
6

9

25

35 33

22
18

0
5

10
15
20
25
30
35
40

no
t-
co

nc
er

ne
d

in
di

ffe
re

nc
e

bo
re

do
m

  

an
ge

r

an
no

ya
nc

e

fru
st
ra

tio
n

se
co

nd
 fa

m
ily

 

pa
ss

io
n 

gr
at

itu
de

  

re
sp

ec
t 

be
lo

ng
in

g

en
th

us
ia

sm
 

fri
en

ds
hi
p

%
 o

f 
"
y
e
s
"

 
 

31. Did you ever get injured because of SCD? If so did it keep you from dancing?  

SCD injuries

32%

8%

60%

SCD injury that

stopped them from

dancing

injury but did not

stop

none

 



32. Are you on Facebook? If so, do you use Facebook for SCD purposes (creating or joining SCD-

related events, uploading or watching photos and videos…) ?  

Use Facebook for SCD

28%

54%

18% yes

no

account not used for

SCD purposes

 
 

33. Do you use the RSCDS (headquarters) website?* Never / Sometimes / Often 

Do you use other SCD related sites? * Never / Sometimes / Often 

Do you read Scottish Country Dancer? *Never / Sometimes / Often/ Always 

Do you use Internet Chats and servers related to SCD? *Yes / No     

communication
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34. How do you get informed about SCD events? 

Information about SCD events

418 409
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35. Do you meet socially with some members of your group/branch (except family) outside the 

group activities? Have you ever got help or asked for help (unrelated with SCD activities) from a 

member of your group/branch?  

the network

77

62
69

31
1923

38
31

68
79

0 0 0 1 2

0
10
20
30
40
50
60
70
80
90

meet socially

outside SCD

group activities

helped or asked

from help to

members of their

group

made friends

with dancers

from other

countries

through SCD

helped an

SCDancer for a

professional

matter

professional ties

with other SCD

dancers

yes

no

no answer

 
 

36. Have you made friends with dancers from other countries thanks to SCD? See above     

 

37. Do you have a partner / spouse at the moment?  

- If so, does he/she dance? * No / Yes, we met through dancing / Yes, one of us brought the 

other to SCD  / Yes, we started SCD together 

- If not, have you ever met a partner through SCD before?  

Relationships in SCD

23%

7%

17%

17%

3%

9%

23%

1%

single, has never met a partner through SCD

single has met a partner through SCD before

In a relationship: met partner through SCD

In a relationship: one brought the other to
SCD

In a relationship, didn't meet partner current
through SCD but met a partner through SCD
before
In a relationship, started SCD together

In a relationship: did not meet through SCD

no answer

   



Do you think dancers often find a partner through SCD?  

Relationships in SCD

51%

28%

5%

16%

dancers who have noticed

that couples often appear

among dancers

dancers who haven't noticed

that couples often appear

among dancers

Dancers who added to their

answer that couples were

sometimes formed in SCD

but not often
no answer

 
 

38. Have you ever helped a member of your group or an SCD friend for a professional matter?  

Do you have or have you had any professional ties with an SCDancer? See question 35     

 

 

 

 


